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JULY, 1799. 



X HAVE lately had put into my hands, for pe- 
rusal, a book entitled the " Bulwark of Truth," 
written and compiled (for the greatest part is a 
compilation) by a Mr. " D. Fraser, author of the 
" Young Gentleman's and Lady's Assistant," and 
an inhabitant of New- York. TTie work was handed 
to me with the evident intention of inducing me 
to recominend it in my paper. The title prepossessed 
me in its favour 3 but, though I have been some 
time a bookseller, and, of course, content myself 
with reading' the title pages of books, I always 
think it necessary to look a little further, before I 
venture to r6rc?m;?ienrf a work to my subscribers. 

The object of this book is to assist in counter- 
acting the effects of that nefarious publication, 
Pai)ies Age of Reason. The author conceived that 
nothing could be better calculated to answer this 
end, than a selection of " the lives and testimonies 
" of many eminent Laymen^ who have professed 
" their belief in the Christian Faith." The selec- 
tion, which is, in general, not injudicious, consists 
in the lives and opinions of Locke^ Sir J. Snc/ilingy 
Rollin, Chev. Ramsay^ B, Pascal, Sir I. Newton^ 
B 2 Boyle, 
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Boyle,^ddisanj Sir M, Haltj Bacon^ GrotiiiSy an4 
several others. To these sketches are prefixed two 
Ldtters by the compiler, to the Infidel Anarchist, 
Paine. The work concludes with what the com^ 
piler entitles, " a M.irror for voung Deists," which, 
for the most part, consists o{ extracts from various 
authors, tending to the support of Christianity. 

I have long wished to see a work of this kind ) 
because I have ever been of the opinion, that In- 
fidelity is generally the fruit of ignorance, and that 
nothing is so likely to stop its progress as giving 
proofs of the faith' of those great luminaries, to 
whom men in general look up for instruction in the 
various branches of knowledge. The young phi- 
losopher, for instance, who is studying the works; 
of Newton and of Boyle, who is wrapt in admi- 
ration at the profundity of their penetration, who 
not only acknowledges th,e superiority of their minds; 
oyer his own, but who entertains for their memory 
a veneration approaching to idolatry; when such 
a youth is assured, tliat these his gr^at masters zcere 
dnout and zealous Christians^ he will certainly he- 
sitate^ at Ic^st, before he declares for Infidelity. 

Persuaded as I am, that the plan of ]SIr. Eraser's 
work is judicious, and that he has been actuated^ 
in undertaking it, by the most laudable of all mo- 
tives, I am sorry to observe certain passages, in the 
parts written by himself^ which* in my estimation, 
reduce considerably the merit or the whole. One 
method \yhich he adopts to exprcsss his disappro- 
bation of thp A^e of Reason:^ is, placing it in 
coiUrast with Common Sense^ and the Rights of 
Man; and he seems to lament y that the pen 
which produced the two latter should have been 
dishonoured by producing the former. lie con- 
clude3 his second letter to l^aine, with hoping that 
he will yet suppress his Age of Reason, but as- 
isuj^ him, in the same breath, that he should be 

hap|^ 
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kppv " to embrace the author of Common Sense^ 
'' and Rights ^ Man, in the Kingdom ofllcao^ ! ! /*' 
To preserve consistency, Mr." Ftaser should haVe 
said, the Republic of Heaven, or the Commonwealth 
o( Heaveri ; for the vv^ord Kifigy with all its deri- 
vations, are held in the utmost abhorrence by the 
detestable performances, which are to entitle rairie 
to his celestial embraces. Mr, Frasef appears to 
be one of thos* |hen, who^ ai last, are alarmed at 
tlie progress of Infidelity, but who are still blinded 
bv their political prejudices. Had ilot this beeti 
the case, he would have perceived, that the three 
xvotks he has mentioned, those he applauds, as well 
as that which he condemns, are all scions from the 
same accursed root : he would have perceived, that, 
though there is less art, there is not more blasphemy 
In the Age of Reason than in Common Sense and the 
Bights of Man ; he would have perceived that the 
same Holy Scripture, and the very same text> which 
enjoins us to fear God, also enjoins us to honour 
the Kingy and Paine has convihcied him, that he 
who ckn set the latter pi'ecept at nought will 
soon assume courage to set the former at nought 
also ; ho would have perceived^ that the principles 
inculcated by those works, which he applauded, are 
the very principles, which, by teaching men to de- 
spise all authority oh earth, have led them, by de- 
grees, to despise that of the Almighty ; in short, he 
would have perceived, had he not been hoodwinked 
by JVhiggism, that it was such works as Common 
Sense and the Rights of Man^ which prepared the 
minds of the ignorant in this country tor the recep- 
tion of that daring and blasphemous publicationj^ 
the deadly effects of which it is his professed object 
to counteract. 

It is assuredly a subject of regret, that a man of 
good intentions, and no very despicable talents, 
rfiould act with such glaring inconsistency. Mr. 

B 3 ' Frascf 
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Fraser might have rendered his work a desirafck 
acquisition in a family ; but, as it is, I must confess, 
r^yvould ahnost as soon recommend the Age of Rea- 
son itself* 



Anthony Pasquin. 

*' Are there no patent medicines to make a man grow bolder ?** 

' This was a stroke which Tony levelled at one of 
his opponents, when he was in high favour with 
the small Federalists of New York ; it may now 
be very properly levelled at himself; he stands in 
need of patent medicines, or something else, to 
make him a little bolder ; for, if report says true, 
his modesty has of late driven him from the presence 
not only of the public, but even of those who are 
most intimately acquainted with him. 

It is proper that I explicitly inform the world, 
that this prostituted scribbler set up a paper in New 
York, about four months ago, that he has dropped 
th« said paper, and that he is, according to his own 
confession, now slinking about, avoiding, as much 
as may be, the scorn of the people of that, city. 
Thus has one miscreant, at least, met with a punish- 
ment, in some measure proportioned to his crimes. 

Trap Toasts. — 1. * May measures, and NOT 

* MEN, be the object of our political attention.* 

2. ' THOMAS MCKEAN, the firm patriot and 

* true republican.' 

The leaders at this toasting match were Peter 

* Muhlenbergli, Esq.^ and * Major Swaine.' — Peter 
(I. am sorry to have such a namesake) is the brother 
of our Sugar Baker, and the Major is his relation. 
In the Summer of 1795, I spent a few wfeeks at 
the Democratic TRAP, where I had an opportu- 
nity of seeing this Major. I was then but a very 

young 
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^oiing American, and was, therefore, struck with 
indignation at hearing such a man called Major-. 
Upon enquiring the cause of it, I found, however,/* 
that the Major, from modesty, I suppose, had cut off 
pari of his titles which he derived, it seems, from a 
British regiment, in which, during the late Revolu- 
tion, he had the honour to fill the ofHce of DRUM 
Major. Why, or h&iv, he came to " leave the king's 
service,'* as Mathew Carey calls it^ I cannot say ; 
but, it may be worth while for some of the Fede- 
ralists of Montgomery county to verify the fact, 
and give the particulars to the world. 

The ^og toasts of siich people as these would 
hot merit attention, did they not how and then ex- 
hibit traits of cunning, vs/hich are well calculated 
to deceive th^ mob, and whidh, therefofe^ deserve 
to be exposed. An instance of this is discovered 
in the two toasts which I have quoted above; In 
the first, the toasters forbid all enquiry into the 
CHARACTEB of anyman^ and, in the second, they 
applaud THOMAS M'KEANH! The former 
of these toasts is certainly a very proper preface to 
the latter, and I heartily congratulate " His Ho^ 
" nour the Doctor of I. axes and Esquire,'' upon hav- 
ing such sagacious and prudent partizans. 

French Logan^. — I think the only man in the 
United States who is competent to settle all diffe- 
rences between us and France, is that surprising soil 
of diplomacy, Doctor George Logan, the Jeffersonian 
Ambassador Extraordinary to Joel Barlow and Tal- 
leyrand. Notliing in these wonder-working days can 
equal the talents of tliis marvellous man. When tliis 
country was plunging into the horrors of war, and 



• This Logan tvent to France with nearly the sime sort of 
authority, and for nearly the same purpose^ that Mr. ADAia 
went to ihe Court of Russia. 

B 4 fire, 
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fire, blc5od and carnage seemed to await iii — be 
hold ! the Doctor unadvised, unprotected, and wit 
half » dozen other 7//^^, set ofF for France, reached 
forth bis potent handy administered his death-pr 
venting drugs, and lo! peace was restored to us 
This is not all — the Doctor has found out lateld 
that he made some notable discoveries in France, 
about " the moral and poHtical situation" of that 
beautified countjy, and has favoured his countrymen 
with t!ie fruit of his travels. He says, *' that the 
country wears the appearance of prosperity, farm- 
houses are building, the cottages arc clothed, happ/ 
and content," It is likely enough that this is true I 
— they have stolen money and clothes enough in 
tlie course of the revolution to fill their pockets ' 
and cover their backsj and until this money is spent, 
and these clothes worn out, I dare say they will 
appear happy and content, like all other unpunished i 
thievcK, j 

The Etector s^rys, " he found the roads good, and j 
** travelling perfectly safe/* I take it he had a 
passport from Merlin, the chief of the robbers and ; 
highwaymen, and that is always a protection to tlie j 
bearer, as he is supposed to be one of the gang, and 
there is this sort of "^Mionour amongst thieves/'^— 
The Doctor says, " the municipal officers keep th^ 
** public in a state of tranquillity, and are attentive to 
*' their functions." — Doubtless — their function is to 
cut off the head of every man who offends them ; 
and who could not keep a country quiet, if he 
might murder every man who should make a noise ? 
The Doctor says, ** the greatest order prevails in 
Paris." The same means by which the^- keep 
the country silent operate in Paris in a tenfold de% 
gree.— It is not strange that the city is peaceable. 
J dare say it is as still as a burying yard. 
The Doctor says, " the people of France be- 
lieve religious ejstabli*;hments arc foreign to ch^l 

*' institutio?!^/' 
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j:^ ttiistitutions/* and therefore they have no rcli- 
.'jrion at all. They are contented with atheism. 
However, the Doctor says, he was good enottgh 
• U) go to church once whilst he was in raris. Good 
l)octor, I hope you was edified. " The Theophi- 
" lanthropists/' the Doctor says, ** are like the 
" New England Independents, the Baptists and the 
" Quakers. They pray, sing hyinns, and every 
" man who is gifted preaches a sermon about li- 
" berty," &c. It is probable then, that they aU 
preach, for there never was a Frenchrhan but what 
was gifted at talking. The huneh-back Lepeaux is 
the head of this club, he is one of the Directory, and 
every body knows, as well as Doctor Logan, that 
all the Executive Directory are very piouSy conscien- 
tiom gentlemen . 

The Doctor then tells us, " that the means of 
** knowledge are in such profusion in Paris, that 
" it is difficult for a student to make a choice amidst 
" the variety." There is no disputing the Doctor 
here. Every species of villainy is opeoly taught 
in Paris, and there is no other science attended to. 
ITie advantagt?s of each kind are so tempting, that 
t dare say the young man is puzzled to know 
whether he had better turn robber, highwayniai^ 
pirate, atheist, keeper of a brothel, or murdcr«.r. 
'ITiere is but a little to choose between them ; aJl 
are sure roads to preferment and eminence. 

The Doctor says, that, " the Louvre is full oi 
" specimens of exquisite painting and sculptiin.\" 
It is probable that the Directory have lodged the 
stJitues and paintings there, which their worthy 
general Bonaparte stole for them in ltaK\8cc. 

The Doctor says, " he visited the Council of 
** Five Hundred and the Council of Ancients, and 
** the greatest order arid regtdarity were preservi d 
" in all their deliberations.'* ** 1 denounce all reli- 
*' gion," said Le Baboon — Applauses-.-** DeLTeedt" 

'' 1 niove 
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^ I more that the sailors on board die Britisii Tjp 
•^ rant's fleet may biie the dzist^" said De Puflfe— 
Loud applauses — *^ Decreed, and bonouiable mc^ 
^ tion in' the Bulletin." " I fear," said Rantipole, 
^ tbot the Au^trians under the satellite Qiarlesy 
•* comnianly called the Archduke, will drive our 
** bra%'e heroes out erf Germany again'" — ^Long and 
repeated murmurs at all the speech, except our 
hratr heroes y several Members looked fierce at 
Rantipole, die President put on his hat, and 
Randpole sat down confused. — This is the order 
and regnlarity of these sapient bodies. 

** ilcrlin, Lepeaux, and Treilhard, are men of 
" talents," says the Doctor. They must be men 
of talents and shekels too, if they have kept half the 
money they have plundered from mankind. ** The! 
** poyjulation of France is thirty-five millions," says 
the Doctor. They grow fast. At die beginning 
cS the Revolution, they , counted twenty millions^ 
then twenty-five millions, and now they have en-" 
creased it to thirt\^*five millions. They have mur-' 
dered and otherwise disposed of several millions 
since they began to be freCy and yet they multiply 
as fast as the lice did in Egppt. I hope they wl 
stop soon, or they will overrun the whole world* 
The Doctor says, that " during an aicjul moment 
** of revolutionary phrenzy, crimes were committed,^ 
** in violation of the sound principles of justice and 
" humanity." Fie, Doctor ! How can you say so ' 
What, Frenchmen commit crimes! Impossible! 
" But," says the Doctor, " these crimes have 
** been condemned and punished by the nation." 
No, Doctor, you are still mistaken — they nevf r cotOr 
mitted any crimes, and therefore could not be pv^' 
nished. 

Now Doctor, you see that I approve of almo^^ 
every thing you have said. You wrote the tej<-^* 
and I have written the paraphrase. You ha-^ 

pamt^d 
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Clnted France like the Garden of Eden, and I 
ve agreed to it. Now why did you not stop 
here?. But, you are the cow that gives a good 
mess of milk, and then kicks over the paiL Your 
, concluding sentence spoils the whole. The Devil 
Kiinself would not swallow it. The rest of 4t 
might rub and go. But this would stick in the 
throat of a whipper-zvilL — ^You say, Doctor, that 
" at presents 110 goverjtment in Enrojye is more 
" firmly established^ more abb/ administered^ or bet- 
" ter calculated to proinote the general happiness 
** of its cttizensy than that of Frc^nce,'' Now, Doc- 
tor, not only you and I, but every man, woman, 
and child in the United States knows, that this is a 
downright lie. Why, Doctor, if you were a mem- 
ber of the Council of Five Hundred, as you are of 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and should go on 
a mission to some other country from France as 
you did from this country to France, of your own 
head, it would be the last place you would ever go 
to With a heady unless perchance you might step off 
to Cayenne. Now, do you call this able adminis- 
tration ? No, Doctor, you ought to hfive stuck to 
probability, and then all would have gone off swim- 
mingly. The pretty story you tell about France 
would have backed the nomination of a ne\Y com- 
mission to treat with tlie rascals ; every body would 
have supposed that the President was influe iced to 
make the nomination by your address and sugges- 
tions ; you would have been 2,Great Man^ and the 
President would have been left to take care of 
Wmself. 

BPJSSOT. 



Mr. Liston's Letters. — In the Comm on Pleas 
of Bucks county (Pennsylvania) an at cachment 
and also a capias issued, on the 22nd of May, 



agamst 
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^^*^u ^^^ ^^^^ Swezey. Some days after\var<iy 
ne Sheriff, who is a good Democrat^ went in 
[uest pt the defendant, who was then on his 
v^ay to Niagara. His waggon arid three horses 
^^te attached, but two of the horses have since 
r^^ ^^^^n from the Sheriff by legal authority/ as 
tolcn horses.-. In the mean time the defendant got 

In tht waggon was found a LOCKED trunk, 
which was, at first deposited at Piper's Tavern, 
"} "^^niinster, where it remained for some . days, 
Xk ^^^^^^^S^^^^^ 2xuy received from Philadelphia,--^ 
A hen, and not till, thai, it was thought proper to 
^pcn the trunk and examine the letters (if any), in 
hopes that they might lead to a discovery in a systerA 
9f horse stealing I—VrecKms excuse for fifling a 
^niok and opening people's letters! — Did the sa- 
Igacious Sheriff of Bucks imagine, that a horse- 
stealer would put his thoughts to writing, fold 
thpt writing up in letters, and carry those letters 
bimself to liis brethren in Gana;da ? Or did he hope 
that the world would be deceived by this paltry : 
pretext for the breaking of seals? \ 

A day was, it seems, appointed for opening the 
truTil: ; a concourse of Sovereign People attended? 
a committee zcas appointed ; the trunk was broken 
open, and then all the letters that were found in it. 
Amongst these, were two from Mr. Liston (the 
British Ambassador) to the Honourable Pr^sideiit j 
Russell, in Canada. The reader will agree with 
me, that it was not very probable that the " Ho- 
" noiirable President RusseW should be concerned 
in " n system of horse-stealing in Bucks county ;" but, 
the diligent and honourable Sheriff did, neverthc* 
kss, think proper to open his letters ! This cir- 
cumstance, together with one I am just going to 
©ention, folly proves the real object of tlie search. 
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! letters thus seized and broken (jpen, were 
: down and lodged in the hands of M^KEAK^ 
fte press of whose friend and intioiate ac-' 
amce, DUANE, they have this day been 
d, bolstered up, behind and before, with 
lictofthe most stupid attempts at perversion 
pt ever were conceived by democratic ignorance. 
|. Wlule the United Irishman was throwing out his 
r to publish these letters, I was afraid he did 
t mean to do it; for, I was well assured, that 
letter on the affairs of America, written by 
feliston, must tend to prove the sincerity of his 
^ '^'p, and that of his nation, towards the Go- 
and people of the United States, The 
are, however, published, and they fully 
I my opinion on the subject. So well am I 
d, that every man of sense must see in 
I Ac most ample testimony of a sincere good 
Wltowards the American nation, that I shall here 
■Jya them, just as Duane has printed them, be* 
iW^ Italicks and CAPITALS, m let- 
ter breathe a desire of seeing America- maintain 
fe honour in a war with France ; they express the 
%nter*s contempt of the enemies of the Federal Go- 
:*oiunent,his high respect for its friends, and his firm 
•■anceon its own wisdom and energy; and, this is 
•of ina paper iritetuled to flatter t/ie people of America ; 
i IS in a private communication to a friend, where 
.wre could be no temptation to insincerity. The 
»ler will observe, too, that the first letter con- 
™s an undeniable proof of Mr. Liston and his 
Court's desire, that nothing shoidd be done by the 
Caadiaiis unfriendly or injurious to the United 
Sites. In short, these letters are precisely what 
was wanted to convince the Bitter IVhigSy that it 
B time for them to abandon their suspicions of the 
notives of Great Britain, and to make their ran- 
cour 
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cour give way to a cordial reconciliation. — As 
the Democrats, the partisam of France and APKem 
the MEN WITHOUT A GOD, they are to 
wicked to be reFormedj and too despicable to hi 
reasoned with. 

From Ike Aurora of this Day, ' 

(COPY.) 

Philadelphia, 6th May, 1199 
SIR, 

THE Government of the United States appe 
to be nearly in the same situation with regard tt 
the Shawenese Indians, that that of Canada is mil 
respect to the Mohawks. ITie Shawenese wis 
tlic United States to make some alteration of fli6 
limits as fixed by the treaty of Grenville ; and 
the same time to confirm the sales of lands tb 
have already made^ and autliorl^e future alterationi 
The American Ministers, on the other hand, zt 
determined not to grant this favour, and are end 
barrasscd by the persevering importunity of tfi 
Indians, Advices lately arrived from Fort Wayw 
inform the AdminiKtratlon, that the Shawenese fi 
tend this spring to call a General Council 
the nation (composed of representatives from seve 
ral tribes) w ith a view to take such measures 
may be thought best calculated to obtain some mc 
difications ot the Grenville Treaty. And the ii 
formation adds, that this idea was first suggest 
by the late Colonel M'Kee, Deputy Superintenda 
ot^ Indian Affairs, 

The Government consider this interference 
unfriendly and injurious to their interests, and 
complaint has been made to me on the subject h 
the Secretary of State, with a request that I woe 
.make such representation of the matter to you 
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might prcwiuec a defeat of the project at present, 
arid prevent all intervention of a similar nature in 
future. . 

I informed the Secretary of State that I could 
scarcely bring myself to credit the report respect-^ 
ing Colonel M^JCee ; that at all events I could not 
conceive that any thing tcnfavpurable to the United 
States could have been contemplated by a public officer^ 
til the service of Great Britain ; but that I would 
of course make the representation requested ; that 
I made no doubt of its having the desired effect, 
because I was confident that you were sincerely 
disposed to ward off every incident that could give 
Just cause of misunderstanding betzveen the two nations. 
The situation of public affairs in this country con- 
tinues the same as at the date of my last letters, m^- 
hs-s it be that THE GOVERNMENT has given 
A. NEW SUBJECT OF PROVOCATION TO 
FBjVNCE, by ENCOURAGING (iN CONJUNCTION 

w iTH us) the Negro Chief Toussaint, in measures 

%i^/i.ich appear ultiniately to tend to a separatiat of 

fh^ Island of St, Domingo from the mother country, 

^\^hether this AFFRONT wiY/ be pocketed by the 

-piKECTORY, / do not pretend to decide ; but I can- 

'jdot PERSUADE myself that it is probable ! 

I have the honour to be. 

With great truth and respect, 
SIR, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

ROBERT LISTON. 

The Hon, President Russexl. 

Philadelphia, 23rf May, 1799, 
SIR, 

My last having been" entrusted to a person who 
was not going directly tq Upper Canada, I am un- 
certain 
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' certain wliethcr it may yet have reached your hands, ^ 
and therefore take an opportunity of transmitting f 
duplicate. 

On public affairs I have scarcely any thing to 
add^ONE STEP FURTHER on the road to 

,A FORMAL WAR, BETWEEN FraKCE AND THE 

United States, has been taken bi/ the Gavemor of 
fjuadatou})e^ w ho ik consequence of the cap- 
ture OF THE Ikstrgente Frigate, has autho- 
rized French ships of war to capture all American 
vessels, whether belonging to the Government or 
to individuals. But the resolution of the Directory 
'on the great question of peace or war is not yet 
kno\vn. Perliaps the new explosion on the Conti^ 
_ nent of Europe, may give tliem a degree of em- 
Iployment that may retard their decision. 

In the interior of this country the declamations 

[of the democratic faction on the cooiititutionality 

'and nulHty of certain acts of the Legislature, have 

misled a number of poor ignorant wretches into a 

I resistance to the laws and a formal msurrection — • 

Thim fvivokiis rebellion has been quelled by a spi- 

rikd effort of certain volunteer corps lafehj embodiali 

AVHO DESERVE EVERY DEGREE OF PRAlSi:, But thc 

conduct of these Gentlemen having been shame- 
ftillt/ calnmnialed by some of the popular newspapers^ 
tkej/ have ventured to. take the law in their oien 
hands^ and to punish one or tteo of the Printers fbjf 
a smart Jlogs^in^ : ) a circumstance which has given 
rise to much animosilj/y to threats, and to a com* 
mencement of armed associations, on the side of 
the Democrats (particularly the United Irishmen) 
and some apprehend that the affair may lead to a 
partial civil tvar ! Thc portion, however, of the 
Jacobinic party, who could carry matters to this 
extremity is hut small : the Government is mi its 
guard AND DE I ERMINED TO ACT ^VITH 

VIGOUR I 
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tiGOltlt: and I do not on ihesohoie apprehend 
oryseriihis danger. 

I have the honour to be^ 

^Vith great truth and respect, 
SIR, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

"^ ROBERT LISTON*. 
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A Laze Case — Proposed to tlie Consideration of Re- 
publican Journalists. — John Clothier versus Sylvanus 
Planter, — ^.John Clothier and Sylvanus Planter disa- 
greeing about the settlement of an old account, by 
'which a considerable balance, due to the former, 
was detained many years by the latter, to the great 
scandal of law and justice, and the interruption of 
mutual harmony and confidence; the parties at 
length agreed that each should nominate two ar- . 
bitratorsj who, when met, should draw lots for a 
fifth, and that those five men, or three of them, 
should be competent to examine and finally to settle 
all matters in variance between the parties. The 
said arbitrators meet, and take a solemn oath care- 
fully and impartially to examine, and to the best 
of their judgment, according to justice and equity, 
to DECIDE on all questions proposed to their dis- 
cussion and award. 

In the course of the business, certain claims are 
brought forward by John Clothier, which are so 
fiilly substantiated by vouchers that three of the ar- 
bitrators agree to confirm them ; but the other two. 



* It was afterwards proved, that Suezey was re.ally a horse- 
Healer. The Sheriff was prosecuted for breaking open the let- 
ters, but the prosecution was dropped. 

VOL. XI. c who 
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who were nomfnatcd by Sylvanus Planter, formally 
and pertinaciously protest against them. The 
three adhere to their opinion^ and propose to draw 
up an award accordingly. The two declare that 
if they proceed in that intention they will quit the 
board, and leave the business unsettled^ W that 
they had resolved never t^sign such an^waxd. 

The counsel for the plaintiff contends that arbi^ 
trations and references were wisely intended to put 
an end to conienfion, and to obtain justice without 
the expense, delay, and vexation of law-suits j but 
unless the judgment and award of arbitrators in 
every case Wzs obligatory on the contending par* 
lies, the institution was illusory, and the oath taken 
to submit to such an award was an impious trifling 
with one of the most sacred engagements. 

The counsel for the defendant asserts that both 
of the arbitrators, nominated by his client, pro- 
tested against the award as improper and unjust; 
and that, although his client had engaged in abond^ 
signed by both parties, to submit to the award of 
three of the arbitrators, it was also provided that, 
to form a board to do business, one at least of the 
arbitrators nominated by his client must be pre- 
sent ; and of eoursCj that both of them being 
unanimous, might by retiring dissolre the board, 
which they actually threatened to do when they 
discovered the business was like to terminate against 
the interest of their constituent. 

Query: Whether this clause in the arbitration 
bond was intended, or can be justly construed, to 
impede the course of justice, and prevent a judg- 
ment being issued j or whether it was designed, 
merely to provide against tlie possible absence of 
both of the arbitrators, of eitlier party, by deaths, 
sickncss> or otlier unavoidable hindrance? as, 
otherwise, two arbitrators of either party might, at 
any tim£ prevent a settlement, however just^ when 

they 
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they thought it would issue against their consti- 
tuent, and leave the business stUl to be terminated 
by the harpies of the law. But as both the gen- 
tlehien> nominated by Sylvanus Planter, did at- 
tend throurfi the whole of the business, I would 
ask, nt^e Ijfgf not bound by the ties of honour, 
consciei|i!^ Ijmd common usage, to continue to the 
close, and to sanction the judgment of their col- 
leagues by their presence, if not by their signa- 
ture*^ or if they still resolve to secede, which had 
become very fashionable, of late, with Republi- 
can minorities : q[uery, ought their absence to pre- 
vent or delay the final settlement ? and are they not 
chargeable with all the evil consequences that may 
foUow from such extraordinary conduct ? 

QUERIST. 

The Querist has my tlianks for his communica- 
tion. I should really think, that he alluded to the 
recent conduct of the American Commissioners y had 
he not omitted a very material circumstance : to 
wit, that John Clothier (relying implicitly on the 
good faith of Sylvaiius Planter for the due execu- 
tion of the agreement) did give up a PLEDGE 
rchich he held for t/ie payment of the sums due to 
him. — ^The statement of the Querist^ as far as it 
goes, is a fair one, and the method he has taken 
to bring the subject forward is ingenious and 
modest ; but we must begin to speak plain on this 
important subject. It is an old remark, ih^tfabks 
had their origin in despotic states, where men dared 
not speak of persons and things as they were, and 
therefore hid their censure under the mask of a 
fable. I hope we are not yet reduced to the ne- 
cessity of adopting such an artifice ! At any rate I 
mean to try it. I clearly perceive, that I shall 
stand alone for a time ; but, this will be no new 
thing to me. 

c 2 DoctQf 
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Doctor Stock. — Extract from Backers Gazette of 
56th December y 1794, purporting to be a Copy of a 
Letter from Glasgotv^ dated 26th September y 1794. 
— " The trials for high treason^ which havie taken 
" place in Scotland, will doubtless claim attention, 
" even on the other side of the Atlantic. — Mr. 
" DOWNIE (who w^as hanged at Edinburgh) 
" bears his fate with all the fortitude and dignity 
" which virtite and patriotism naturally inspire.— 
" Tlie grand jury also found a bill of indictment 
" a^inst JOHN EDWARD STOCK, a Student 
" of Medicine in this University, a young gentleman 
" of promising abilities and amiable manners. He, 
" however,* has fortunately fled to your hemis- 
" pherer 

[Now, reader, this is the identical DOCTOR 
STOCK who is so very, very intimate with DAL- 
LAS, at present the Secretary of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, formerly an unsuccessful play-actor at Ja- 
maica ; I am told, and nmch am I astonished at it^ 
that this DALLAS^ the friend of Genet, Fauchet, 
Adet, and Yruje, and the patron of M'Kean ; I 
am told that this man, the open, the avowed, the 
bitter enemy of Great Britain, is frequently visited 
by British Consuls, Agents, and Commissioners. — 
I wonder whether DOCTOR STOCK is of the 
party of these visits ?] 

M^Kean and Co, — Amongst the ridiculous parts ot 
the Address, which Leiby Coxe^ MileSy DallaSy &c. 
&c. have published in behalf of M'Kean, is, the con- 
' clusiouy in which they call upon their " Friends and 
Ffllow Citizens" to leave nothing undone to get 
him elected, because republicanism is in great danger 
in Europe. — ^' Whether," say they, " we consider* 
^ the intelligence from abroad, concerning the 
" operations of all the mightiest of the despotic 

" powers. 
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" powers, &c. we arc most solemnly afFected with 
" the prospect that presents itself. A combination of 
" Emperors and Kings is formed on a basis avow- 
" edly hostile to the theoretical, as well as to the 
" practical, sovereignty of the people, throughout the 
" world." 

Well! and what then? — Do you imagine, that 
yotir electing M^Kean will break up the combi- 
nation? What is this poor old soul to do against 
" aU the mightiest oi the despotic powers?" Will 
his receiving txvo thousand pounds a year out of the 
pockets of the people of Pennsylvania prevent 
Aiarshall SuwarrofF from marching to Paris? Til en- 
gage that neither of the Emperors or Kings of Eu- 
rope know that there is such a being in existence, 
except King George, perhaps, who may have read 
of him m the "DEMOCRATIC JUDGE."— 
The other four committee-men are stupid creatures, 
but was it not a shame, now, for you, Dallas and 
Coxey to attempt to persuade the poor citizens, that, 
by their choosing this old man to govern them, they 
would prevent the Emperors and Kings from root- 
ing out the comfortable- doctrine of the " Sove- 
" reignty of the people?"- — AVas it not a shame, 
I say ? — How you must have laughed to yourselves, 
when you saw Leib, Muhlenberg^ and the other two, 
swallowing the bait, and pompously putting their 
hands to such a miserable bore ! 

APKean^s Tavern BilL-^Thc Virtue of Economy 
as exemplified in the Conduct of Thomas M'Kean 
and his Aids, — York County, — The county had 
formerly to pay the tavern-club of the Cliief Jus- 
tice and his aids during the weekly seSvsions of the 
Court. The amount of those clubs may be seen 
from the annexed list. . By tlie new constitation 
the Judge is allowed only four dollars a^ day for 
his travelling expenses while on the circuit, and 
we hear that * since he has thus to pay his club 

Q 3 out 
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^- M^Kco)!, — ^Sir, in your 

vi sa\ , that you are a '^ de- 

. ./i of Mr. Adams."— Beit 

v-. r.ot, then, I think, feel 

u |;uve your daughter's hand 

V . .ind when you heard her 

alv.u e what the Romish 

.■u\':V lufrsicsy'^' in which she 

'^ '.eu she uttered this solemn 

''vN>\ terian dcvotiofi must have 

^ ..N Mioek. 

^ voluntary entrance into the 

■^' ^'hurch has, by some per- 

■ JKMv temporary expedient to 

."• i'^ivnt from those of religion ; 

vi n\ii;ht be inclined to stretch 

«'v^ur ot being called the father 

■ "^ . I look upon your amiable 



. V V .'^ .»i\o third Irss in value than sterling : 
Vtu\.i\lvania make two pounds sterling. 

- »^M .1 Jud^'';c's tavern score, is not much 
' . V- ^wwidtu" that America is blessed with 

. ... jic» : ' ! ! 

daughter's 
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daughter's conversion as perfectly sincere, an4 1 have 
yet hopes (notwithstanding your denial) of seeing 
you follow her pious example. — ^In the mean time, 
however, your anxiety to become our Governor, 
^your patriotip desire to receive tivo thousand ponnds 
^ yeary in place of the one thousand yoi; ilow re- 
ceive, has led you into tnany and great inconsistep- 
cies.-r-Stfange indeed is the conduct of a Presir 
dent of the Hibernian Society, who labours to clear 
w character of the " charge'^ of being an Irish- 
V^an • and still mqre strange is the conduct of a 
father^ who, to-day, gives his daughter's hand to 
^jF^apist, and to-morrow, thinks it necessary to 
foine publicly forward and clear his character of fhe 
^^ charge*^ of being a Roman Catholic! * 
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C^anal Lottery. — Joseph Ball and Co. — ^This JO- 
SEI^H BALL is, very much to my astonish- 
^^ent, nominated by the Federalists of the city 
^f Philadelphia, as a proper person to be elected 
^ 'Senator for the 3aid city, &c» I therefore re- 
publish, from my Gazette of the 11th and 20th of 
July, the statements respecting the CAI^AL LOT- 
TERY, No. 2, from which statements, I think, it 

• This is part of a letter addressed to M'Keak, and signed 
" ^n Irish Catholic:* The fact alluded to, respecting M'Kean'i 
daughter, is a most shocking one. The Spanish Ambas- 
8AD0R courted the young woman, but would not marry 
^w, unless she first became a Catholic. Most of my readers 
>tnow the humiliating ceremony that she must have gone through > 
and it is really true, that her father and mother assisted at the 
<*rcmony, during which she renounced the " damnable here^ 
" m^ in which they had brought her up, and in which they 
ibcmseWes still continued ! I— Spch are the accommodating prin- 
ciples of a republican Chief Justice! 

C 4 will 
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will appear, that BALL is not a proper person to 
be chosen as a Senator^ nor even as a constable, If 
the Federalists of Philadelphia can find, in all their 
party, no man more worthy of being entrusted 
with the making of laws than one of the Managers ^ 
of the Canal Lottery, it is time to abandon them ; 
for, as to myself, I solemnly declare that I would 
sooner vote for Israel Israel than any of the famous 
Six, I am duly impressed with the evils, which 
would result from the success of M'Kean ; but, if 
that success is to be prevented only by a compro- 
mise with such men as Ball, I say, let him be 
' Governor. The disgrace of submitting to tyranny 
is not half so great as the avoiding of it by such 
despicable means. 

ll^A July, — Canal Lottery, No. 2. — ^The repe-.^ 
Jition of these words is become as disgustii^g 
to me as the sound of them undoubtedly is to my 
readers i I am, however, induced to make use of 
them once more, by way of title to my remarks; 
on the shameful detention of the Prize Money,,— 
I have done every thing in my power to ^void a 
newspaper discussion of this subject, and I now 
enter on it with extreme reluctance ; but, as 4 
vendei" of the tickets, I think it necessary to prove 
that I have no part in the disgraceful transaction, 
and I know that an exposure of those who have, 
is a duty, which, as an Editor, I owe to an injured, 
insulted, and indignant public, 

In order to* place the matter in a clear light ; to 
make it perfectly intelligible to my readers in all 
parts of the United States and every where else. 
It will be necessary first to lay before them the 
Scheme of the Lottery^ which was published by 
the Managers, in the following words : 

Canal Lotteiy, No. 2.— We the Commissioners 
appointed by the Governor to superintend the 

.drawing 
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drawing of the lottery, inform the public, that the 
tickets are now rolling up, and that the drawing 
mil positively commence on Monday, the 29th of 
May next. Frederick Kuhl^ 

James Ashy 
Philadelphia, April 17, 1797, George Biidd. 

Tickets at six dollars each, to be had at the 

Canal Office, near the Bank of the United States, 

^d of either of the subscribers. 

^ Joseph Ball, 

I JohnSfeinmetz, 

XT ; Standish Forde, 

Managers, ^p^^^^^^^^^^^ 

/ James M'Crea, 
^ Wm. Montgomery. 

scheme of I.OTTERY, NO. 2. 

Prizes. Dollars. 

1 of twenty thousand dollars 20,000 
1 of ten thousand dollars 10,000 

5 of four thousand dollars 
each, to be paid to the pos- 
sessors of the five numbers 
first out of the wheel on 
the last day's drawing, at 
which time there shall not 
be less th^n 500 numbers 
undrawn, 20,000 

10 of two thousand dolls, each 20,000 
20 of one thousand dolls, each 20,000 
4S of five hundred dolls, each 21,500 
100 of two hundred dolls, each 20,000 
100 of one hundred dolls, each 10,000 
.220 of fifty dollars each 1 1,000 

29,500 of five dollars each 147,500 



30^000 tickets at ten dollars each 300,000 

Six 
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Six dollars for each ticket will only be demanded 
at the time of sale. 

13- S:i- gt^- ALL PRIZES SHALL BE 

FAID TEN DAYS v^FTER THE DRAWING 

lis FINISHED, upon the demand of the possessor 

of a fortunate ticket^ subject to a deduction of 15 

per cent. 

Such prizes as are not demanded within twelve 
months after the drawing is finished^ of which pub- 
lic notice will be given, shall be considered as re- 
linquished for the use of the Canal, and apphcd ac- 
cordingly* 

Here is the compact, entered Into w^ith the pub-: 
lie i here is the promise^ which was made by the 
MANAGERS to the purchascrs of tickets, and by 
which those purchasers were induced to layout their 
money* Nothing could be more formal and so- 
lemn than was this engagement. First, the legis- 
lature passed a law authorizing the lottery ; this 
law, which was published with the Governor's 
sanction, provides of the taking of bonds from the 
Managers^ for the due pmpjient of the prizes. The 
world is then informed, by Commissioners appointed 
by the Governor^ that the lottery is about to com- 
mence drawing; and, last of allj come the ma- 
nagers, in order " to make assurance double sure,*^ 
and solemnly promise, in their own names, that 
" ALL PRIZES SHALL BE PAID TEN DAYS 
*' AFFER THE DRAWING IS FINISHED," 

Who would have imagined, that, with all this be- 
fore their eyes, the managers would dare to refuse 
payment after the ten days were expired? Who 
would have imagined, till Joseph Ball and his ac- 
complices proved the fact, that any six men in the 
world would think of existing under tlie load of 
odium, that such a barefaced breach of confidence 
must inevitably bring upon them? 

The 



^ 
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The progress of this business, as far has it has 
reached my knowledge, is explained in the follow- 
ing letters, which I wrote to the managers, and 
which I insert here, as 'well for the information of 
the public as to prove that I have neglected nothing 
to avoid the necessity of the step wmch I have, at 
last, been obliged to take. 

f Philadelphia, April 27, 1799. 
' Sir, 
^ I take the liberty to inform you, that I have. 
^ made application to th^ treasurer of the Canal 

* Lottery company, for payment of a prize of 500 
' dollars, which I hold ; and, I am sorry to add, 

* that he has, in the presence of witness, positively 

* refused to make payment. I shall wait until 
^ Monday next. Sir, in hopes that you will be so 

* good as to give a satisfactory explanation of this 

* very extraordinary conduct of the treasurer ; but 

* I candidly inform you, at the same time, that if 

* I do not obtain such explanation on Monday, I 
^ shall feel it my duty to those who have bought 
' tickets of me to come forward publicly with a 
^ complaint on the subject, and to convince my 
' customers that I have no hand in the detention of 
' their prize-money. 

^ I have the honour to be, 
' Sir, 
^ Your most obedient humble servant, 
' Wm. Cobeett.' 

* Mr. Standish Forde.^ 

' To Messrs, Joseph Bally John SteinmetZy Standish 

* Forde^ Francis West, James M'Crea^ and JFil- 

* Ham Montgomery, Managers of the Canal Jjot- 
' tery. No. 2. 

* Gentlemen, 

* The publication of the scheme of the Lottery, 

* of which you are the managers, was accompanied 

* with 
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with a promise, solemnly made by you to the 
public, that ** all prizes should be paid ten days 
* after the drawing was finished." That the draw- 
ing was finished more than thtee times ten days 
ago is a fact, Gentlemen, of which you need not 
be informed ; and yet, it is notorious, that the 
payment of the prizes has not yet begun, 

* As a holder or a prize in tlie Lottery, I should 
have an undoubted right to complain of this 
breach of promise ; but, considerations much more 
weighty than the payment of the prizes I hold 
have induced me to write you this letter. 

* You cannot be ignorant. Gentlemen, that a 
great number of your tickets (no small proportion 
of the whole) are distributed about in diflferent 
parts of the country with my name on the back of 
them. I have sold these tickets, and you have 
received the money for them. During the sale, 
in order to inspire confidence in the purchasers, I 
have, from tihie to time, published the scheme, 
accompanied with your promise of punctual 
payment. The holders of tickets were long 
ago informed, that the drawing was finished, and 
they naturally expected, that the promised pay- 
ment would take place, The prizes have been 
presented at your office; but there, the bearers 
of them, instead of prompt payment, have re- 
ceived an equivocal and unsatisfactory refusal. 

* In some instances, however, the refusal has been 
flat and plain. On the 27th of April, which was 
twenty-four days after the drawing was finished, 
I sent in a 500 dollar prize for payment, which 
payment the treasurer positively refijsed to make. 
I wrote an account of this to Mr. Standish Forde, 
to whom I at the same time intimated my rcso^ 
solution of coming publicly forward to convince 
my customers, that I had no hand in the deten-r 
tion of their prizermoney. This has produced 

* mQ 
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me a verbal message from you, by the mouth of 
your check clerk, Mr. Brooke, informing me, 
that you had agreed to pay the particular prize 
which was held by nie. But, Gentlemen, this offef 
I cannot accept of, I will receive no payment, 
until the other holders of prizes receive theirs, 
as I neither have, nor wish to have, any possible 
claim to a preference in this respect. It is true 
I have paid you a great deal of money, and I paid 
it the moment it was due, but I paid it not a mo- 
ment before. I wish for like honest payment at 
your hands ; l)ut I will never receive that pay- 
ment as 2l favour ; much less will I receive it as a 
sop. No, Gentlemen, 1 scorn to enter into a 
compromise, in which the interest of my cus- 
tomers and of the public are to be sacrificed to my 
own. 

^ Upon due reflection. Gentlemen, you cannot 
look upon this representation as an impertinent 
or officious interference in your concerns, because 
you must perceive, tliat my character and crcdit 
are deeply involved by the forfeiture of your pro- 
mise. Had my sale of tickets been confined to 
the city of Philadelphia, where it is well known I 
was nothing more than a mere retailer of them, 
then perhaps, I should, for a time at least, have 
' left this complaint to some other; but, I have sent 
tickets to every part of the United States, to Ca- 
nada, Nova Scotia, and the West Indies, and, in 
these distant parts, it is impossible that it should 
be known, that 1 have no interest in the non 
payment of the prizes. Many persons never 
heard of the Lottery but through me ; many 
• others never would have purchased tickets if I 
' had not been the vender of them ; one half of 
■ the country people look upon my house as the 
' Lottery-ofgce ; and no inconsiderable number 
....,- . * havQ 
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^ have come to demand of me the paymient of their 

* prizes. 

* Under these circumstances. Gentlemen, I can 

* no longer remain silent. You may spare your-* 

* selves the trouble of any further overtures to me; 

* Either you must hnmediately pay the prizes, or I 

* must bring the whole matter before the public' 

* I am, 

* Gentlemen, 

* Your most humble and 

* Obedient servant, 

* Wm. Cobbett.* 

• PhiUiddphia,\ 
6(h May, 1799.') 

This letter caused some little confu:fton in the 
camp. A meeting of the managers was called, 
and, after^vard, a meeting of the Canal Company, 
the immediate consequence of which was, a pub- 
Ucation of the list of prizes. This, I thought, was 
a proof of their having resolved to do justice to the 
prize-holders, in which opinion I was confirmed by 
their paying the prize of 500 dollars, xjchich I held, 
and some others ; but, in a few days afterwards, I 
found that they i^till refused to pay any other prize 
of considerable amount, and in this refusal they 
have continued ever since.. 

It is a fact, that they have cleared by the Lottery, 
No. 2, TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND DOL- 
LARS, and yet they have the impudence to assert, 
that they are unable to pay the prizes ! ! ! To com- 
ment on the profligacy of^such conduct would be 
an insult to the understanding and to the rectitude , 
of my readers. Every one must see it in its true 
light, and seeing, he must abhor it. I am told 
that Mr. Montgomery should declare, that he did 
not care didainn for me, or for aiy thing that I could 
publish on the subject. There are $oi3[ie persons, who 

may 
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inay perhaps, admire such an heroic contempt for 
the good opinion of mankind; but I believe, what- 
ever Mr. Montgomery may think of the matter, 
that there are very few hortest men, who will wi^ 
for a like opportunity of evincing their intrepi- 
dity. 

10th July. — Canal Lotteryy No. 2. — ^The Ma- 
nagers of this Lottery are, 



Joseph Ball, 
John Steinmetz, 
Francis West, 



Standish Forde, 
James M'Crea, 
Wm. Montgomery. 



These gentlemen seem to be perfectly callous.—- 
They laugh, I am told, at my exposition of their 
conduct, and at the universal indignation^ which 
that exposition has produced. They do, however, 
now and then condescaid to tell people, that they 
are unable to pay any prize above 50 dollars. Now, 
I assert, that tney have cleared by the I^ottery, No. 2, 
TfVENTY-TJVO THOUSAND DOLLARS .ih^t 
is, they will have this sum left, after having paid 
all the prizes ; and yet they are unable to pay ! ! ! Un- 
heard of impudence ! 

But, there is another fact, a most damning 
fact, which I did not produce against them, be- 
cause I was in hopes that they had some 
sense of shame left, and that my last publication 
would have induced them to do justice. — ^They tell 
the holders of prizes, that they are unable to 
pay any prize above Jifty dollars y now, the truth 
is, one of them, or all of them, purchased the 
tiventy thousand dollar prize of the person who 
drew it. The neat amount of this prize is seven- 
teen thousand .Jive hundred dollars ^ for which they, 
or one of them, gaVe so7?ie lands ; and, of this prize 
they have received, out of the I^ttery-office,/^«r- 
teen thousand dollars^ at least ! ! ! — ^Thus, to them- 
sdies, they are able to p^y fourteen thousand dollars 

on 
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On one single prize, while to others^ they are ** uri^^ 
ahW to pay a poor hundred dollars ! 

One of the four thousand dollar prizes is due 
to the daughter of a poor countryman. The neat 
amount o{ it is 3,400 dollars, ^vhich is a very pretty 
little fortune, arid would, probably, be the lasting, 
source of happiness to k numerous arid worthy on- 
spring. The proprietof of the prize, as well as 
her parents, must have been greatly elated at- this 
tavour of fortune. It must have given a nevv turn 
to their plan of life. They must have anticipated 
their future comforts. Already, perhaps, had they 
fixed upon the farm to be purchased with the 
money. — And shall all these hopes be dashed, shall 
they tor ever be destroyed, and shall these unsus- 
pecting people be replunged into poverty, with the 
addition of disappointment and despair, by the 
blasting rapacity of Joseph Ball and Co.? — Is there 
no law, no public spirit j is there nothing in* the- 
country to prevent this?* 



The Boxing Judge y and the Dealer in Pdssports. — 
The following articles, from Boston papers, fur-, 
nish a pretty tolerable specimen of republican pa- 
triotism and decency. My readers have heard, that 
certain young men, in Boston, celebrated the 7th 
of July, the anniversary of the dissolution of the 
treaty with France. Several orations were deli- 
vered on the occasion, one by a Judge Livermore, 
of Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, which contained 
the relation of a curious fact, respecting the sale of 
French passports for vessels, by one /^e. After 
this preface, the Boston publications will speak for 
themselves. 



* The Managers have never yet paid the money : tliey live azul 
Uugh at the public ! ! ! 

' ' ' Boston y 
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'* Boston^ August 13, 1799. 
^ Mr- RusseIlj 
*' As many of my friends have riot seen and pro- 
bably never will see Mr. Liverniore's otatiori, I re- 
quest you will, for their information, publish the 
following extract from it: — "There ar'e other ways 
" of brioing than the bribe direct. Arid how hks 
" it happened, that many gentlemen in tlie United 
" States haVe their vessels Untouched by French 
" privateers ? Some have made fortunes ; arid most 
" have greatly enriched themselves ; and those gen- 
" tlemen invariably violent partisans of the Frelnchi 
" — It is easily solved — it is a well known fact^ 
" that a gentleman (Mr. Lee) arrived from France 
" last summer with French passports, which he open^ 
" ly offered for sale'' — Had Mr. LtvERMoitE have 
omitted my name, I should possibly have taken no 
other notice . of the piece, than to have askecj hint 
m priW/^ an explanation of this passage ; but as he 
has so pointedly and personally attacked me, I anl 
compelled, iri justice to my own feelings, arid in 
vindication of my character, thxls publicb/ to declare, 
the said Judge Edward St. Loe Livermore, Esq. 
of Portsmouth, New^Hampshire, to have been guilty 
of a malicious and scandalous falsehood." 

« W. LEE.'^ 

[This brought the parties together ; biit, irtstead 
of death-doing deedsj they, like their country, very 
humanely and very wisely proposed negotiation ; 
and, as if they were resolved to imitate the Federal 
Government in form as well as in spirit, the nego- 
tiators appointed were three in number.] 

AccommodatiojL — " IT APPEARS, that Mr. Leb 
purchased of Mr. Mourgue, a Citizen of Paris, twp 
mstrumerits of safe conduct or protections for two 
cargoes to be shipped from America to France 
(which pas$p6rts Mr. Mourgue gbtained from the 

VOL. XI. P Minister 
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Minister of Marine in Paris) this, appears to have 
teen merely a mercantile iransaction on the part of 
Jbin Lee^ to cover his property, and with no view to 
render any service to France or injury to America. 

*' On the other hand^ it appears, that Judge Live?'- 
more had no personal knowledge of Mr. Lee^ and no 
intention to injure his reputation ; but deemed the 
circumstance of Mr. Lee's being in possession of 
the instruments^ or passports aforesaid, a justification 
of adducing it in proot of liis general position^ that 
*the French Government were using indirect means 
to influence and bribe the Citizens of America. 

" From this statement, we are of opinion that 
Judge Livermorc ought to acknowledge to Mr. Lee^ 
that he did not merit the insinuation of "bribery," 
nor charge of " openly offering for sale" the pro- 
tections m question^ as contained in his oration. 

** Andon the other hand, that Mr. L^e acknowledge 
to Judge Liver morc\ that he did not merit the charge 
made against him by Mr. Lee^ in the papers^ that 
he " was guilty of a malicious and scandalous false- 
hood.'' 

JOHN C.JONES, 
WILLIAM EUSTJCE, 
JOHN IVINSLOWr ^A 

'' Basion, Aug. 2 1 , 1799/' ^^ 

[Both parties wxre^^ it seems, satisfied with thiB 

I .ingenious award, and, if I do not admire their spirit, 

I cannot but commend their extreme moderation . 

The profound casuistr}^ of Messrs. Jones, EustLce, 

and Winsiow are also worthy of the highest en- 

d5mium. The ** 7}tercantile transactioiC of Mr 

jXee is admirable ; and, to say the truth, the whole 

l^of the award proves most incontcstibly, that these 

I negotiators are endowed with a discrimination rarely 

pio be met with. It is unpleasant, however, to add, 

that their labours proved abortive. While they were 

settling 
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settling the point of honour, the parties cslmef tp 
blows, as the reader is about to see]. 

''Bostoriy August QZy 1799/' .; 
" My Dear Sir, 

•* You probably have heard of the fracas of yes- 
terday; but as the miserable fag-end of the Jaco- 
bins will endeavour to misrepresefnt it, as usual, I 
will give you the particulars as I saw thonl- 

** I ou will have seen in the papers the charge 
which Judge Liverniore;^ of Portsmouth, made 111 
his oration of the 7th, against a Mr. Lee, who 
brought certain dispatches from France. The fact 
is, Lee did absolutely purchase two passports to 
secure property against French privateers^— -He 
hiew the Trench directory were rascally enough to 
dispense with any rules for I'argent.-^He by his 
agent, therefore, bribed the Minister of Marine with 
between 3 and 4000 livres, and obtained the pass-^ 
potts. — These passports protected his property. Af--* 
terhe arrived, he offered them (for he told me, in 
the presence of a third person) to four gentlemen, 
Messrs. Frederick, W. Geyer, and Joseph Russel, 
Colonel Watson and Colonel T. H. Perkins. — They 
advised him not to mention the matter again ; and 
the passports went to the southward — ^wcre sold, 
and the purchasers, as Lee says, made a handsome 
some of money by them. From these facts Judge 
Livermore conceived himself justifiable to add this 
instance, to the long list of French criminal pro- 
ceedings. In consequence, Lee foolishly contra- 
dicted the statement, as you will have seen. The 
subject was left to referees ; their award you will 
have seen, which both parties appeared satisfied 
with. But during this discussion, "as the Boston 
papers have a great circulation in Portsmouth, Judge 
L. thought it necessary to make the reply to Lee's 
publication. It was published at Portsmouth on 
p 2 Tuesday—. 
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Tuesday — and Lee seeing it, came hehivd Judge 
LivcrmorCj as he passed the cofFee-housCj seized 
him by the collar of his coat behind^ without speak- 
ing, and struck, or rather dab'd him with a huge 
huntsman's whip, given him, it is saidj by a negro- 
selling fellow, by the name of Hatch. The Judge 
recei\ed eight or ten raps over the hat before he 
saw or knew who was rapping at him. He then, 
with a small switch he had in his hand, began to 
strike Lee, but Lee immediately wrested the rat- 
tan from Judge Livermore's handj and continued to 

[ strike^ at him with the doubled up whip and rattan. 
Finding himself thus disarmed, the Judge closed 
m with Lee, and seizing him by the throat, would 
have strangled the Jacobin in a few minutes, had 
not the spectators then interfered, and took him 
off. The combatants were separated. Judge Li- 

*vennore went into Cooper's office^ and Lee into the 
Insurance-office. TTie Judge frequently pronounced 
Lee, in his hearing, and afterwards, an assassin, a 
cowardj and scoundrel- — ^and kept the street, Lee 
w^as urged out of the office, and when he came into 
the street. Judge Livorniore recommenced the at- 
tackj with a handsome stick, and in a few minutes 
beat Lee intolerably. Some meddlers disarmed the 
Judge, after he had giV.ii tenor twelve blows ;^ 
but then he at Lee with his fist, and gave him an 
Irish €oat of arms. Lee scudded through the coffee- 
house back -yard, and tripped it to the hack stand, 
called a Imck, and with half a coat, and demi 
culottesj he rode off^ and has not . since been heard 
o£ The Judge is not the least hurt. Lee is a 
stoat, tall, handsome, young Hercules to look at,- 
The Judge is a small, well-set, nervous, likely man^ 
about forty — Ix'c about thirty-two. The Jacobin 
chins have increased, if possible, two inches in 
length, in consequence of this disaster to their 
champion. The whole gang was on the spot ; and 

one 
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one or two had the jacobinism to call out, " Bang 
him, Lee;" but they were soon quieted ; and hung 
their jouls like a frost-bitten cow. A message, I 
believe, is gone from Judge Livermore to Mr. Lee 
this morning, I have not heard further particu- 
lars." 

Now, reader, you are undoubtedly much shocked 
at the discovery of this atrocious traffic in pass^ 
ports ; but you may depend upon it, that Lee will 
never be punished, nor even prosecuted for it ; and 
that, such is the state of society in which we live, 
he never will lose a friend or an acquaintance on 
account of it. And, I beseech you not to believe, 
that Lee is the only dealer in this French ware ; 
perhaps he may be only one out of a thousand. — ► 
Never was there a country, which, in so few years, 
produced so many traitors as America. Never was 
there a government and country so shamefully, so 
insolently, betrayed. Were I rresident, I would 
hang them, or they should murder me ; I never 
would hold the sword of justice, anjd suffer such mis- 
creants to escape its edge. 

Glad, however, as I am to see such facts come to 
light, I cannot but lament, that they come forth 
attended with circumstances so disgraceful to the 
magistracy, A Judge boxing in the street! A Judge 
boasting of having given his adversary ^. pair pf 
black eyes! What must the world think of this? 
Whence comes this shocking degradation ? and zvher^ 
will it end ? These, with every reflecting mind, are 
very serious questions. 

By way of corollary to this article, it may not be 
amiss to insert an old Irish song, which will clearly 
show, that the true point of HONOUR has long 
been understood by the sons and daughters of Hi- 
bprnia as well as by the Bostonians. 

j»3 OCH 
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OCH, 'twas in the town of — ■■ ■ , in the county ■ ■ ■ . ^ Iforgot 

the name. 
Bat it was in Ireland/and that yon know^ is jost thei same^ 
A greasy fat landlady, so hi the devil choke her, 
AiXQs*d Paddy Ponsouby ^^tth stealing of her pc^er. 

Now Fat he was a Grenadier in what d*ye call the Light Horse } 
A tightt^r, cleaner, prettier lad, upon my shoal there never was. 
He roar*d out, blood and o'ons ! do you take me for a stoker. 
That from the deviFs fire-side I come to steal your poker ? 

Och, I value not your blustering nor bulljring words at all at all. 
But if you are for quarrelling, and means for to keep up the baH, 
You must take your Bible Oath here without any joke. Sir, 
That you know not in word or deed about my pretty poker. 

Then Pat he swore by the Hill of Howth, and by the Hdy Fader 

too. 
By all the Saints in Calendar that were geathcr d there togedder 

too. 
By the hand of his body, and the bread th^t he broke, here. 
That he knew not in word or deed about her dirty poker. 

Now all that Pat could say or do, had no effect upon her. 
Because as why, you know, says she, you have not pledg*d your 

honour. 
With that Pat started back, put his hand behind his cloak here. 
Touch my honour, touch my Mte^-^thcre'ttroman take your poker/ 



TheNetv Envoys, — From an eastern paper. "We 
have made inquiry touching the foundation of the 
reports, that Messrs. Ekworth and Davie would 
embark for Europe, in all September, to join their" 
colleague, Mr. Murray, and proceed on the object 
of their commission*— but have not attained any sa- 
tisfactory solution. Tlie event is not improbable ; 
but we can assure our readers, that Messrs. Els- 
worth and Da\ ie will rot sail, " until* assurances 
shall have been received from the Executive Di» 
rectory of France, signified by their secretary of 
iforeign relations, *• that they shall be accredited in 
^ character ; that they shall enjoy all the preroga- 
•* tives attached to them by \}l\^ law of nations ; 
^ and that the ministers of equal powers shall be 
" appointed to treat with them ^s the envoys ex- 

^^ traordin?iry 
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*^ traordinary and ministers plenipotentiary of a 
*' great, powerfiil, and independent nation." — ►* 
TThen this is the case, it will well become the mag^ 
nanimity of a truly great nation^ to open the door 
for manly, honourable, and independent discussion, 
to refer all controversies to a just and equal tribunal,' 
and to make such regulations for the future com- 
mercial intercourse between the two nations, as 
shall give confidence to the mercantile interest, and 
remove the cause of future misunderstanding. The 
envoys chosen, have been selected for their wisdom,' 
moderation, and attachment to their country: if 
they go, they will go, panoplied in the integrity of 
their caus^ ; and they have had sufficient specimen 
of the ruling passions of the Government witK 
whom they are to treat : they have been fore* 
warned, that the " tiger crouches before lie springs 
on his prey^^ and that to expect fidelity in some of 
the ruling powers in France, will be as stupid as 
to sleep with a rattlesnake in their bosoms, or to 
admit a half-starved bear as a tenant in their chil* 
dren's nurseries." 

[Why, this is right, now. A weak, indecisive, 
and faltering policy, should be propped up by mi- 
serable shifts and impotent apologies. That the 
United States is a ^^ truly Great Nation^' no one, 
who knows any thing of its geography will deny; 
but, that it has evinced its " magnanimity^' in keep^ 
ing three envoys seven months, in zvaiting to knoto the 
pleasure of , five upstai^t wretches, who have treated 
its government with every mark of contempt, few 
people besides Duane and the Boston slaves will, I 
imagine, allow. Magnanimity means great^wss of 
miiid, but more particularly the greatness of mind 
which discovers itself in a generous forbearance to 
retaliate for injuries received; but, to give merit to 
your forbearance, to render it worthy of the name 

p 4 of 
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of ftrngnQnimitu^ you must first show, that you 
possess /A<? spirit to rmenf^ and f he power to avenge: 
without these, you may talk about your 7nagnani^ 
mitf/^ but all men of sense will turn from you, as 
rfrom the pitiful apologists of a coward who wishes 
[to support a reputation for valour. 

Every attempt at a defence of this disastrous mea- 
|6ure presents a tissue of inconsistencies ; it is not, 
[.theretore, surprising to see this paragraphist quoting 
Ithe words of Mr/Pickerings comparing the Direc- 
tory to a den of tigers^ at the same time that he is 
Vex tolling the viagmimmih^ of the Councils which 
||]as prepared an embassy to them* He should, how- 
l^ver, recollect, that magiimu'mitj/ may be shown 
[l)y zvords as well as by actions; and that the mag- 
[nantmous man docs not load with reproaches those 
I whom he professes to have forgiven. Either Ame- 
rica has forgiven the accumulated insults and inju^ 
pes of the French despots^ or she has not ; if she 
has^ it is^ to say the best of it^ foDli$h and indecent 
to stigmatize them as tigers; andj if she has not^ 
the measure in question has not been dfctated by 
magnammitj/^ but by avarice, by fcar, by folH% or 
, at least by something other than magnanimitif. 

There is an epithet in the paragraph that I am 
i commenting on, of which, as it is here used, I do 
not perfectly understand the meaning r it is the 
hackneyed word, iiidependent : *' an honourable and 
'*^ inde}}endent dhcMSSXon,^^ How a discussion can, 
with any propriety, be called i7\de}>endent^ I cannot 
' perceive. Does the writer mean to tell us, that the 
next discussion is to have no dtj}e?ideiiee on the last, 
or on any other discussion, or any thing else ? Otj 
does he mean, that it is to be carried on in a manner 
that shall prove America to be independent of 
France ? In fact, the words ind^/yendent and inde- 
\pendenee are, from habit, become absolutely neces- 
Isajy in the composition of every paragraph, how- 
ever 
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ever short and unimportant, wherein mention is 
made of the character or the conduct of the United 
States, the independent qusMty of which is so harped 
upon, that a stranger would be ready to call its ex- 
istence in question. It was said of a bimgling po- 
lemick divine, that he wrote about the truth of the 
Christian faith, " till even believers began to doubt 
" it;" and, unless the Whigs of America wish to 
produce a similar effect, I would seriously advise 
them to be less lavish of assertions respecting the 
independence of their country. This observation 
will equally well apply to the prodigal use of the 
word liberty^ with all its derivations and synonymies. 
I have a bundle of newspapers now before me, 
among which are the " Centinel of Freedom^ the 
*' Centinel of Liberty,'' the " Genius of Liberty ^^ 
the " Guardian of Liberty y' the " Freeman's Jour- 
" nal," the "Herald of Liberty," the "Palladium 
" of Liberty \' and I have, at times, seen many 
others in the same strain. Now, no one, who knows 
any thing of mankind, will ever believe, that there 
is much real liberty enjoyed where its name is so 
ostentatiously exhibited^ It is, I must confess, very 
provoking, that the world should be so perverse, as 
not to believe men possessed of what they brag so 
much about ; but then, such is the way of the world, 
and who can help it ? 

I have now done with this eastern paragraph, but 
I shall profit from the occasion it has presented me, 
by introducing another paragraph or two on the 
same subject. The following little scrap, said to 
be taken fron> a London paper of the 5th of June 
last, has travelled from the northern to the southern 
extremity of the United States. — " The United 
" States of America, in their opposition to the in- 
" famous demands of France, have exhibited an 
" energy of character, which, while it has asto- 
'* nishedy has also stimulated the most disheartened 

" nations 
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I w^taJittnr' till iRiirrtf: -woric -r: zirnnur^c arr tfdng 

•• r.rt" bii> ATTtirrizx madi i: Franr* - W5xst lia*^ 

oei^t K'- nrraTLJii.i. : 'cnf.itt'::^ la* ':aii tirt erect? 
And, ir ibt iiii:ut ic rif:zT'f:i^ Tit^ha: r::mMf at hers 

*• iar-'.inr''' Tni SLnf riJ:):i^ tt-t-nrrr ribbed 

ber o* r^tnri mil5tn:- (f ajLcr^.^ ,- tlin ivi^^^'J ktr 

i-XJi"^'-^ :Ti7i/>.v--i-i:."i. CTid fmrii^'urh HSfJ fAem. 
S^e sei:: in rc^ >j, 7/^: tci dcTLcnd ^ rrstrcw gf 
gr:\'':.r\v^^\ r»^: :: fi.xor tie nrantj : Afrontered 
tVir r,\>Tr-?i.'^:i> :c. irh'e idm crjl of Aeir IzimL Sie 
theiii Sier: :i-rt r^'.-;?;/', irhh do initnxtiDQSj to de- 
laaixi ifjrrVj^Tv^ cr-j nparation for the usbeaid-of 
ua>$ihs ani it^^'jines ibey had loaded ber widi : diese 
ihev tro^:ed Hke T^pr^esentstives of suppficant vas- 
sals ; ihitv y^ikjc-c lo see or to hear diem, and only 
c^r.-iesocndevi lo authorize their underlings to de- 
mand of them a tribuicznd 2l revajtfjfi^mofihe Pre-- 
sUt'cfs spt^^'h. This seemed to be too much even 
tur America to bear, and, in the heat of her re- 
sentment, she resohed to supplicate no more ; but 
her subsequent conduct has proved, that tWs reso* 
hition was the effect of passion rather than of 
^ energy of character;" for, she has appointed 
three other envoys to her insolent oppressors, and^ 
which completes her " energy of character,** these 
envoys she keeps in icaiting here, till it shall please 
the IJirectojy to signify that they have consented to re- 
ceive them in a manner becoming their cliaracter. 

Such is, in few words, '^iii^ energy of character" 
exhibited by America " in opposition to the infa- 
" mous demands of France;" aqd to say that such 

energy 
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energy has " stimuloted the disJieaftened natiom in 
" Europe*' to make a manly and successful oppOr 
sitiori against the rapacious and bloody republic, is 
an outrageous insult to the understandings of man- 
kind ; it is the excess of falsehood and ot vanity j it 
is impudent,, it is disgusting, it is most shockingly 
obscene. 

The paragraph may, for ought I know, be taken 
frojn a London paper y and even from a govenmiaif 
papery for the editors of some of these papers are 
stupid enough in all conscience; but, no miatter 
where it was founds its falsehood and absurdity are 
notorious^ and therefore, to republish it, v^rithout 
comment, is to participate in the ideot-like impu- 
dence of the author. ~ The Times is the paper, in 
which, as I am told, this paragraph "was imported ; 
and, from the stock-jobbing reputation of that paper, 
it does npt appear improbable, that the insertion of 
the article cost some American half'a<rozqn or three 
shiUings : nay, i^ is far from being impossible, tliat 
it was sent* from this side of the water. — ^This is no 
new trick; but does any one imagine, that poor 
silly tricks like this will impose upon the world? 
Is there a human bcin^ foolish enough to think, that 
the character of a nation is to be supported by a 
succession of miserable piiffs? 

I shall now return to the nexv Embassy ^ and quote 
a paragraph, on the subject, from the Boston slaves. 
This paragraph makes part of " a communication 
" from a gentleman lately returned from the Con- 
" tinent of Europe^' and runs thus: — ''The Ame-^ 
" rican character was highly respected in Europe ; 
•^ but the news of the apyointment of Ambas- 
*^ sadors to France had embarrassed, the public mind 
" respecting; the real views of our Government; 
" this measure has been grossly mistatedy accom- 
" panied with reports of great divisions existing 
^* 4DQio»g the American people." 

As 
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As to the high respect paid to tiie American cha- 
racter in Europe, I certainly can have no objection 
to it; nor do I at all doubt biit the public minA there 
was greatly embarrassed as to the real views of our 
government, for the public mind here was, and yet is^ 
greatly embarrassed on the same subject. I have never 
heard any one pretend to give a satisfactory reason 
for the new appointment ; even the servile printers 
of Boston have not attempted- it : they tell you that 
the President is a virtuous and a wise man, and that, 
therefore, you are to believe, that he has not taken 
this, or any other step, without good and sufficient 
reason ; and, lest you should still entertain an im- 
pertinent curiosity, and express your wish to be 
informed what this good and sufficient reason is, they 
shut up your mouth with observing, that the con- 
stitution has made the President the sole judge of 
this matter, and that you ou^ht to " leave it where 
** the Constitution placed it ; * and further they tell 
you, that to be a true Federalist, you must give 
your approbation to what appears unreasonable, as 
well as to what appears reasonable, for that, if you 
approve of nothing but what agrees viithyour con- 
fined notions of justice and honour, your friendship 
is not worth the attention of the Grovcmment ; and 
that you, in fact, are a democrat in practice, if not 
in theory. This terrific sort of reasoning had the 
desired effect ; it silenced all the cavillers of the 
Federal party, who, rather than be excommuni-» 
cated as democrats^ resolved to hold their tongues, 
and " viake the best of a bad bargain.*^ 

But, I should be glad to know what this " gen- 
" tleman lately returned from Europe" means by 
saying that the measure had been " grossly 
^* mistated,^' How could it possibly be mistated? 
The fact was true, and the fact, the simple fact of 
the appointment, was quite enough to embarrass 
the public mind of Europe 5 it wanted no distor- 
tion, no humiliating circumstances, if it had, those 

circumstances 
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circumstances were to be found, without having 
recourse to misrepresentations. 

By the sequel it appears probable, that the al- 
leged " gross mistatement'^ is meant to apply to 
the reports respecting the " great divisions existing 
** amongst the American people/' on the subject of 
the Embassy ; but these reports, if there were really 
such circulated in Europe, were certainly founded 
in truth, and of this there wants no other evidence 
than that given by the President himself, in his 
second communication to the Senate, where he 

?lves his reasons for neiv modelling the Embassy.-^ 
es 'y there were, ^nd there yet are, great divisions 
amongst the American people, respecting this mea- 
mure : it is notorious, that the President's most sin- 
cere and zealous friends have all along disap- 
proved of it, and it is also notorious, that the only 
public papers, which have unequivocally defended 
It, are those which have ever been regarded as in 
the pay of France. Those papers which have 
teemed with libels on Messrs. Hamilton, Wolcott, 
and Pickering, and on General Washington ; those 
papers which have imputed to the President the full 
possession of every folly and every vice ; those pa- 
pers which have accused him of intentions to over- 
turn the Constitution, and to raise himself on a 
throne built on its ruins ; those papers which have 
called him "the bald, blind, and toothless Adams;" 
those villainous papers, and those papers alone ^ have 
heartily approved of the new Embassy to France. 
As far as regards the new Embassy y and thi^lSecession 
of the Commissioners of BrMsh Debts, the Federal 
Government has completely changed its partisans; 
whether it will gain by that change, or not, time 
will determine. It appears to me, that these two 
measures, if persevered in, will produce an entire 
revolution in the politics of the united States ; the 
present partisans of France will then become parr 

tisans 
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Hsam of die Federal Government, because ih^ 
interests of that Cjovemment will then become 
perfectly compatible with the prosecution of the 
views of the Director\\ What will be the eoji- 
Mefuenct of this revolution, I leave others to fore- 
tell;] 



" Jraskmgton^ PennsT^ivania^ Sepi, 19^ 1799, 
« SIR, 

** I have been requested to send you the follow- 
ing Certificate, signed by a respectable perHin of this 
placf ; you will be kind enough to insert it in your 
paper as soon as possible, and endeavour to have it 
inserted in some other city paper — the facts may be 
relied on. 

" I am your's, Sec. 

« G, HENRY KEPPLE> 

"Mr. Cobbett^) 
Philudelphiar | 

*' I do hereby certify^ that Thomas M'Kean, 
in the year 1776^ at the head of a respectable bat- 
talion, in Aniboy, at which time and place I was 
present, did, in a dastardly and cowardly manner, 
Telinquish his command, by basely withdrawing 
himself from said battaUon in a private and con- 
cealed manner, thereby avoiding what he justly 
merited for his conduct ; and I do also certify, 
that, from his tyrannical, arbitrary, imposing con- 
^duct upon the soldier}^ not a single man in the 
battalion either loved, feared, or respected him ; 
they even looked upon him as a base, tyrannical, 
overbearing coward, I do also certify, that, on 
account of his base conduct, the said battalion had 
agreed to giv^e His Honour the honour of march- 
ing out of camp with tlie Rogue*s March, as the 
rich reward of his merit. I do also certify, that 
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TiToAfAS M^Xean Used his utmost Influence in 
procuring an exchange of Governor M^Ktnley 
(a man taken prisoner in his bed) in preference 
to General William Thotmpson, a brave officer, 
takeu, fighting at the head of his men, at the 
Three'Rivers, who Was justly intitled to a preference 
fix)m a previous capture, agreeably to the Rules 
and Regulations of War ; that in consequence of 
this. His Honour ^*bore the heat of the day^ and 
the " burthen'^ of the lash of General Thompson's 
horsewhip at the coffee-house in 'Philadelphia, with- 
out making any opposition, but submitting to it in 
such a manner, as to make every person present 
believe, that he merited all his Honour received. — 
I do also certify, that General Thompson gave 
His Honour notice, when and where he might be 
found, and if any satisfaction was recjuired, as a 
soldier or gentleman, he might receive it ; — this he 
refused in -a cowardly manner. I do also certify, that 
Thomas M^Ki^Tan, in consequence of the horse- 
whipping, did, by a litigious law-suit, attempt to 
ruin the peace and happiness of General Thomp- 
son's family, and reduce them, if possible, to in- 
digence. I do also certify, that Thomas M^Kean, 
as a base speculator, purchased soldiers' certifi- 
cates (who were almost starving through want) at 
from 1^. 6rf. to 2^. 6rf. per pound, and immediately 
after* purchased the confiscated property of a cle- 
rical gentlemen, which he now occupies, with the 
same certificates atjtheir full value, viz. 20^. in the 
pound ! Is not this speculation of the basest kind 
upon men who fought and bled for the independence 
of their country.^ Can then your Honour boast of 
any thing excepting cowardicCy persecution^ tyranny , 
^si^ oppression? Cdn your Ho?iour account for con- 
sistency of conduct in 1794 and 1798? Did your 
flimoz^r persecute your present friends m Cumber- 
land county, in 1794, and shake hands with them in 

1798, 
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appointment of- new Envoys to treat with France. 
They will remember, that the' ostensible . ground 
for that appointment was, -certain " pacific ds-^ 
" surances,'' which had been made, in a circuitous 
Way, by Talleyrand. Talleyrand had written two 
Tetters to PichoUy the Secretary of the French Em- 
bassy in Holland ; Pichon had shewn the letters to 
Mr. Murray, petmittin^ him to take copieis of 
them; Mf. Murray had, itseems> sent these copies 
to the President, and their Contents induced the 
President to resolve on sending^ another Envoy to 
France, and to nomiiiate Mr. Murray ^s a fit person 
to fiJl that post. 

Talleyrand's second letter to Pichon was laid be- 
fore the Senate, and was lafterwards published 
along with the message by which it was tommu- 
nicated. AVhether Talleyrand's Jir'st letter was 
communicated to the Senate, or not, I cannot tell ; 
but I know that it was not published, and, of course, 
that it was kept from the knowledge of the people 
at large. 

The President, doubtless, thought, that it was 
not necessary to let the people read this letter^ and 
he was certainly right ; but, it seemSj Talleyrand 
and his masters were of a different opinion ; and^ 
therefore perceiving that it was not published by 
the Government of America, they havd very obli-* 
gingly sent over a copy for that purpose; 

It made its first appearance from the press of 
the miscreant CallcjidiTy at Richmond, in Virginia, 
who, it will be remembered, was taken into that 
State by Mason the Senator, Jefferson, and others^ 
For the sole purpose of aiding the views of their 
party. 

I shall now insert the letter, just as it stands in 
Callcnder's paper. 

VOL. XI. £ ** Pacific 
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** Pacific Asmrancesy 

g^ The contents of the following paj>ei*s are ot— " 
such unmense importance to the public at ^^^r^ 
that no apology is necessary for giving a trand a 

tion of them as early as possible. It might in 

deed be asked, why Congress did not call for ancfl^S^ 

publish them in February last^ when the Pteai -* 

dent announced their existence? Tlie reader ough0^ -t 
not, however, to be detained a mcanent from ^^sai 
perusal of the papers themselves.. He naay be— ^e 
assured that they were received from a soutc^a^^ 
Virhich is perfectly authentic. 

(ExaminerJ^ 
" Paris, llth Fructidor/6th' ^ar. 
** The Mmister of Exterior Relations, to Citizen:^ 
Pichon, Secretary of the Legation of the Frenct^Sr 
Republic, near the Batavian Republic: 

" Citizen, 
*• I see with pleasure that the ties of societ^S^ 
have obtained you some political conversations witfo 
Mr. Murray. / vulue that Minister Plenipotentiary' 
He has received, like all men who are at the heacf 
of affairs of the United States, the impressions 
which the British Cabinet has had the address to 
give against us. He thinks the measures of his Go- 
vernment right, and supports them. But he has 
reason, understanding, and a true attachment to 
his country. He is neither a Frenchman, nor an 
Englishman. He is a true American, I do not 
w^onder if he appeared to you sincerely desirous ta 
restore the good understanding of the two Repub- 
lics. I shall, therefore, willingly answer the que$' 
tions which you put to me, upon different points 
which have appeared to you not to be well under^ 
stood by him. — (Mai itabliidans son esprit.) 

" I see between France and the United State^ 
no, clashing of interests^ no motives of jealousy. 

The 
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The Americans are desirous to be fishermen, na- 
vigators, manufacturers, but especially farmers^-*- 
Under all these points of view, their successes ar<^ 
more at the expense of England than at ours. Wh^ 
should we be sorry for it ? They aspire to consoli- 
date their national existence, and it is our interest 
that they should succeed in their design. We 
should indeed have supported their independence 
with very superficial views, if we had been actu- 
ated only by the single motive to detach them from 
Stigland, and to leave them afterwards unsupported, 
on a maritime coast, weak rivals, impoverished one 
by the other, and torn to pieces by foreign intrigues* 
We well knew that Great Britain would soon have 
appropriated to herself these scattered fragments, 
(lambeaux) and we should have done nothing useful 
for oufselves, if this sorrowful chance was not dslily 
retarded. 

** Where is, therefore, the cause of the misun-* 
dcrstanding, which, if France did not shew herself 
the -wisest, would bring from this moment a great 
rupture between the two Republics? There are 
neither incompatible interests, nor projects of ag- 
grandizement, which divide them. Lately distrust 
has done all the mischief. (En dernier analise la 
distance seide a tout fait.) The Government of the 
Unitpd States has believed that France wished to 
have revolutionized America. France has believed 
that the Government of the United States wished 
to throw itself into the arms of England. One need 
not to be very knowing to guess which is the Cabinet 
interested that one ot these events should give rise 
to the other, and which omits nothing to bring 
them about. (Jl ne faut pas Hre trh-habile pour 
deviner qui est Ic Cabinet inter esse h ce que ces deux 
aenemens naissent run de Vautrey et qui fait jouer 
incisiblejneiit tons les ressorts propres d l^s faire 
klorej. 

E 3 " Let 
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" Let us open our eyes on both side^. I am 
willing to admit the conduct of the Government of 
the United States may explain itself by other mo- 
tives than those hitherto j resumed. But let the Ame- 
rican Goveniment understand, on its side, that the 
French Government is, wounded as it has been, too 
well enlightened to have the views of agitation 
which the American Government ascribes to it. It 
concerns a Republic founded on a representative 
system, to strengtlien, and not to weaken the ana- 
logous establishments. The stabilit}' of the system 
among others is a necessary example among our- 
selves. In a word, France has, both as a j>owet 
and as a Republic, a double motive to expose to no 
hazard the actual existence of the United States* 
Accordingly she has never thought either of waging 
war against them, or exciting civil commotions 
among them. Ever}' assertion to the contrary is an 
insult upon common sense. This basis being laid 
down, it is natural to ask by what fatality, the 
good understanding has not been restored early. — 
It is because acrimony having mingled itself with 
distrust, neither side has taken true conciliatory 
means. It has been supposed in the United States, 
that tlic French Government temporized, in order 
to strike with greater safety. Hence followed a 
crowd of measures, each one more aggravating 
than the other. In France, it has been supposed 
that the Government of the United States wished 
only to support the appearances of negotiation. — 
Thence, there was a certain insisting on pledges of 
good faith. Let us substitute calmness to passions, 
confidence to suspicions, and we shall soon agree. 
1 have made my efforts to wind up a negotiation in 
this manner with Mr. Gerry. My correspondence 
with him, until the day of his departure, is a cu- 
rious monument of advances frpm me and of' eva- 
sions from him. * It is an error to believe that I have 

confined 
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confined myself to vague protestations. In that 
series of dispatches, whuch will doubtless be pub- 
lished at Philadelphia, I have made a choice of one, 
of the 30th Prairial, in which you will see that I 
make the very propositions, without any mixture 
of preliminary conditions. This letter has been 
followed by three notes concerning the articles un- 
der discussion; and I expected to have exhausted- 
all the rest of this kind, had not Mr. Gerry re-; 
fused to answer them ; when I have been obliged 
to renounce the treating with this Envoy, who 
placed importance only in knowing how a negotia- 
tion could be begun hereafter, [iffw negociatioji se. 
reprendroitpbis tard."] 

*' I have given him the most sokmn assurances 

respecting the reception which a new Plenipoten^. 

tiary would meet with. It ivasfar from ine to in* 

sinuate that the President should send him from the . 

United States, instead of investijtg with diplomatic 

powers some one already in Europe. Still farther 

was it from my thoughts that the Envoy should land 

directly in France, mstead of announcing himself 

from a neighbouring country, I was willing to say 

only that the Executive Directory was so much 

disposed to reconciliation, that every hesitation was 

superfluous : and that an act of confidence towards 

them would encourage confidence on their part. I 

should be badly understood, if there was found in 

my expressions a restriction respecting the nature 

or the choice which the President might make. I 

wished to encourage Mr. Gerry, by the marks of 

regard which his good intention deserved, though 

1 cannot dissemble to myself that he had been 

wanting in decision, at the moment when he might 

easily have settled every thing properly. Thence 

it does not follow that I consider him as the proper 

person. [// ^^ s'ensuit pas que je le design^]. I 

will even confess that I think him too irresolute to 

E 3 be 
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be fit to hasten the conclusion of a business of this 
kind. The advantages which I have praised in 
him are common to all the Americans, who hav^ 
shewn no partiality for England. Is it credible that 
the man who either should harbour hatred or con- 
tempt for the French Republic, or shew himself an 
advocate for royalty, could inspire the Executive 
Directory with a favourable opinion of the Govern- 
ment of the United States? I should have disguised 
truth, had I concealed any thing in that respect. 
It is not wounding the independence of the Govern- 
ment [we presume that the Minister me^ns to say 
the American Government] to point out the rock 
which toe must avoid. 

'* As to the mediation of the Batavian Republic, 
and Spain, I do not know that it is seriously men- 
tioned, and it seems to me to be absolutely useless. 
The Government of the United States might, in 
this situation of things, hesitate to refer themselves 
to their impartiality; and besides I see no point but 
what can be settled in a direct way. 

^< I am sensible that the distance which parts 
f ranee from the United States, leaves a large field 
to incidents, and there have been but too many 
already. But the Executive Directory is not to be 
diverted from the conduct which can best obviate 
ihem. Nay, the excess of provocations has, for 
the future, cooled its effects. The Government of 
the United States having surrounded themselves 
with precautions against an imaginary attempt, it 
would be justiiying them not to pay any notice to 
these precautions. To stretch out die hand to de- 
ceived friends, is what one Republic owes to ano- 
ther. I c^not avoid believing that the dignity of 
this attitude, will convince, the President of our pa- 
cific intentions. 

" Both Governments ought specially to expect 
Indirect attempts to alienate them more and more 

from 
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from each other. Their prudence will flare them 
from this ; and I shall cite but one example of il. 
You have told Mr. Murray the truth concerning 
Dr. Logan. However, I perceive that, on all sides, 
they endeavour to make it believed in America, 
that we are negotiating with him. On the 7th df 
this month, a veiy insidious paragraph has been in- 
serted in The Trell Informed. [This is the title of 
a Paris newspaper], in it they have intimated 
that, guided by the citizen Thomas Paine, D^Ktor 
Ijogan had applied to the Executive Directory, as 
a secret agent. The Doctor has made bitter com- 

Elaints or it to me. He had no need to justify 
imself rejecting a fact, the falsity of which I 
knew better than any body! But he assured me 
that havhig met once only with Thomas Paine, and 
that in the house of a third persoif fe?i maison 
tierce)^ he found him really prepossessed against the 
United States, and assuming an influence which he 
has neither among them nor among us ; and that 
he had abstained himself from conversing farther 
with him. After all, to obviate any misunderstand- 
ing, / have engaged Doctor Ljogan to refer to another 
time^ the experiments xvhich he proposed to make re- 
specting agricultnre^ and to return home. As to 
Mr. Hichburn, of Massachusetts, I was ignorant 
till this moment, that he was in Europe. Besides, 
a single word ought to be sufficient. We wish for 
nothing but justice from the United States. We 
ask it. We offer it to their Government. They 
may rely on the fidelity of the Executive. You 
will not doubt, citizen, that I approve the commu- 
nications which your zeal has made you seek tor 
with Mr, Murray, since I enable you to renew them 
officially. 

" Health and Fraternity. 
(Signed) 
. " Ch. Mau. Talleyrakd/* 
E 4 [The 
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[The.^rrfand Zoy^ paragraphs only, of this letter, 
are worthy of remark : tlie rest contain no more 
than a repetition of the old exploded lying cant, 
that has been in use with Talleyrand and his mas- 
ters, ever since they began the trade of revolu- 
tionizing. But the two paragraphs I have mien- 
tioned arc well worth preserving; they contain pre- 
cious facts.. 

The reader will recollect, that, in the President's 
first appointment, Mr. Murray^ and Mr. Murray 
t^loncy was mentioned as the Envoy in the new ne- 
gotiation. I was astonished, and, I remember, - 
that I gave great offence to the family of the Sim- 
pletons and a few of their chuckle-headed friends, by 
expressing my astonishment. " And shall we be«- 
** liye," exclaimed I, " that a negotiation, which 
** was thought of such importance as to require 
•' the united wisdom of three of the most profound 
** and experienced politicians in America, can now 
•' be entrusted to one nian^ and he of very slender 
*^ political abilities! And shall we believe, that this 
** negotiation is now looked upon as a mere by job ^ 
*^ which an Envoy at the Hague may perform in 
** a trip to Paris, without any interruption to his 
^' ordinary functions!" — ^This was the way I talked 
on the subject, when I heard of the nomination 
of Mr. Murray ; but I, poor fellow, was not in 
the secret: I did not know, that our worthy friend, 
Talleyrand, " valued that Minister Plenipotentia7y\' 
I did not know that the good Bishop had prc^ 
nounc(3d Mr. Murray to be a '^ a true American^ a 
" man of reason^ under staiidingy and true attach- 
** ment to his country ;" 1 did not know that the 
honest Talleyrand was ^^ far from wishing the Pre- 
,•* sident to send an Envoy directly from the United 
•* States^ instead of investing with diplomatic 
** powers ^ow^ one already in Europe.'' In short, I 
di4 fiot. know,, poor ignorant fool as I was, that 

thQ 
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the good Talleyrand had, in some sort^ hhnsHf wo* 
minated Mr. Murray \ if I had known this, I 
should have been the last man in the world to call 
in question the wisdom of the President's nomina- 
tion. 

The last paragraph of Talleyrand's letter contains 
a fact not less curious than the other. It proves as 
clear as day-light, that it was in consequence of Lo^ 
gan's conferences icith Talleyrand; that the latter 
opened a communication with the President through 
Pichon and Murray. It will be asked : " why was 
" Logan mentioned by Talleyrand at all? why was 
** he not kept entirely out of sight?" — But, let the 
reader remember, that Logan stood charged with 
secret agency 5 that his countrymen cried out 
against him, and that a Paris paper had noticed 
him as a secret agent. It was necessary for Tal- 
leyrand to make the President believe, that Logan 
was not at his elbow when he wrote this pacific 
letter ; a suspicion of that kind would, possibly, have 
awakened the suspicions of His Excellency, and, 
therefore, the honest, the pious Talleyrand, assures 
him, that Doctor Logan is 7wt negotiating roith the 
Directory, that he is come to France to study agri-. 
cultw^e, but that, " to obviate all misunderstandings 
" HE has engaged the Doctor to refer to another 
" timcy the experiments xchich he proposed to make 

" RESPECTING AGRICULTURE; AND TO RETURN 

*^ HOME." — ^AV^'as not this kind? And must it not 
have convinced the President, that Logan had nothing 
to do with the " plausible appearance of a probabi- 
** lityT' — ^The Doctor's being so ready to obey 
Talleyrand, in returning home, might indeed, have 
excited in a narrow mind, a suspicion of his being 
in the service of France; but the President ^vas too 
liberal a man to give way to such a thought ; and, 
though Talleyrand's overture being made while the 
Doctor was at Paris, seems to corroborate the sus- 
picion. 
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picion, that the Doctor dictated .w, if not wrote tk^ 
very letters tliat induced the President to send a new 
Embassy to France^ yet, as the pious Talleyrand 
says it was not so, the President certainly did right 
in rejecting all the evidences of Loganian inter- 
ference, though they T;vere as strong as proofs of 
Holy Writ ; for, what evidence is there, what evi* 
dence can there be, equal to the word of Talley- 
tand ! !! — Notwithstanding the reasonableness of all 
this, however, there might have been some suspicious 
persons, who would have doubted the veracity of Tal- 
leyrand, and who would have been most damnably 
enraged at the idea of sending another embassy^ 
in consequence of Logan's interference. I say 
there might have been some such silly suspicious 
people, and, therefore, in order to prevent their 
loolish cavilling, the letter was very prudently with- 
held from their perusal. But the French Directory^ 
as I observed before, have thought differently, and 
have sent a copy of the letter out to be pub- 
lished.] 

Players. — From a London Paper. — " CHILr. 
*^ DREN OF THESPIS.— Mrs. Merry is not soon 
" to revisit this country, having entered into new 
" articles with the Manager of the Philadelphia 
" Theatre. Her talents are much admired in Ame- 
'^ rica, and she is likely to return to this country in 
'^ prosperous health.'' 

This puts me in mind of an article I saw in the 
same paper some time ago, in which WigneU and 
Reneigal were represented as playing to crowded 
and brilliant audiences, in Philadelphia, while Bates 
and Dark}) were making their fortunes at Bush-Hill, 
the new Vauxhall of America. What a lie this 
was is best known to the (out gentlemen themselves, 
who were, at the very time the paragraph was pub- 

lished 
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lid)6d, actually taking the *^ benefit of the Insolvent 
'* Act of Pennsylvania," — I suppose the paragraph 
luul been sent over to England for publication, with 
^ view of raising recruits to fill the deserted com- 
panies here. — Mri, Merry has certainly great me- 
rits as a play-actress ; but the only change her a>- 
cumstatices have undergone for the better^ has, I 
believe, been produced by the exit of her demo- 
cratic spouse. 

Boston Slaves. — By Boston Slaves I mean all those 
^ervile wretches, who have, at times, joined in the 
yeli agdinst me, for disapproving of the President's 
nomination^ but I more particularly allude to those 
two spaniels- in human shape, B, Russell^ and Mians^ 
news-printers of Boston. I have frequently found ^ 
it necessary to expose the abject servility of these 
men. Proofs will be found scattered through the 
numbers of my Gazette, more than sufficient to 
justify the degrading appellation that I have applied 
to them ; but, I think it right, at this time to 
bring forward, under one head, the whole history of 
their baseness, to examine their doctrine of silent 
submission to the will of the Executive, and to 
compare their opinions, respecting opposition to 
Government, with those i(f hich are entertained and 
acted upon in that '^ insular bastile,'* Great Bri- 
tain. 

In order to rcpder my remarks perfectly intelli- 
gible to eveiy one, who may honour them with a 
perusal, I shall, previously, insert that passage from 
my Gazette, which drew forth from the Slaves 
those evidences of baseness, on which I propose to 

comment 
^ " Poraipine's Gaz. 20th Feb. 1799. 

** For these two days past there has been a most 
* atrocious falsehood in circulation. The ^ True 

" Americans^ 
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^' Americans^ Duane and Bradford^ have roundly ' 
<" asserted, that the President of the United States 
*^ has intimated by message to the Senate, that h^ 
''^ has resolved on sending another Plenipotentiarz^ 
*' to treat loith the French Republic!/! Every one? 
'*' must perceive falsehood on the front of thisj ye^ 
*^ have the audacious wretches above mentioned^ 
*« dared to promulgate it, v^^ithout hesitation ; nay^ 
" they have even named the Plenipotentiary (Mr^ 
<^ Murray, now at the Hague), and Bradford has 
^' gone so far as to say that he derives his informa— 
*^ tion from a Senator^ who told him besides, that: 
*' Mr. Murray was not to leave Holland, till he had 
<' the most unequivocal assurance that he would b^ 
" properly received at Paris r* 

" I have not, indeed, made any inquiry into th^ 
*' matter, nor do I think it worth while. I hav^ 
•' too much respect for the President, too mudrm. 
" confidence in his wisdom, to suppose the thin ^^ 
^' .possible. He has repeatedly declared that nothirm^^ 
*' was to be hoped for from tlie justice of France s a-T. 1 
*^ his speeches, his messages, and his answers Mzkz^ 
*^ addresses, speak the same language; they i:Krx«- 
" culcate the impolicy of ever trusting to the pr<z>- 
*^ mises of the Rulers of France ; and in one <z>f 
<' his messages he solcmjjly declares, that he nev^c^r 
*' tvill send another Minister to treat with her^ ^zU 
*^ HE receives ample assurances of his being receixj^^d 
" as the Minister of a great ^powerf id, free, and ^^^^ 
^^ dependent nation I After this, would it not \>g 
*^ the grossest insult to suppose it possible for \xxtn 
*' not only to send another Minister, but to leaz-^ 
*' that Minister to judge of the assurances respecti?^^ 
" his reception? 

'' Ever since the President has been in the chair, 
" he has been complaining of the conduct of 
'' France. He has published the injuries .of Ame^ 
** rica to the world in volumes ; he has made th^ 
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•* welkin riAg with her cries, and, latterly, with 
** her threats of revenge; and, shall we believe 
•* that her wounds are to be healed, and all her 
** mortal wrath assuaged, by one soothing letter 
" from the pen of Talleyrand to the sentimental 
" Mr. Murray ! And shall we believe, that a ne- 
•* gotiation, which was thought of such importance 
*^ as to require the united wisdom of three of the 
" most profound and experienced politicians in 
•* America, can now be entrusted to one man, and 
" he of very slender political abilities? Shall we 
" believe that this negotiation is now looked upon 
" as a mere bjfjob^ which an Envoy at the Hague 
** may perform in a trip to" Paris, without any in- 
" terruption to his ordinary functions? 

** With the very last message to the House of 
*• Representatives the President sends the House a 
" copy of a letter from Lord Grenville to Mr. 
" Kmg, which clearly proves the existence of a 
^ French decree for putting to death all Americans 
" foimd on board ships belonging to the enemies 
'* of France. Lord Grenville calls this an atro- 
" cioiis decree y unexampled in the annals of the world y 
" and assures the American Minister of the King's 
" resolution to protect those Americans who may 
, " be found under his flag, or to revenge their death 
" by the most rigorous retaliation on Frenchmen, 
*' TTiis the President certainly communicated bv 
*' way of example to Congress ; and, lest thty 
" should count upon the suspension of the decree, 
" he tells them to " remember that the arret ot 
" " the Elxecutive Directory of the 2d of March, 
tt «< 1797^ remains in force ; the third article of 
" "which subjects explicitlij and exclusively Amc- 
" *^ rican seamen to be treated as pirates y if found on 
" " board ships of the e?iemies of France.*' 

" Now, this message was sent to the House on 
" Saturday last, and can it be believed, tliat the 

" man. 
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^^ man, who gave this under his hand and seal on 

" Saturday^ could on Mondajfy propose to send 

" another Xlinistcr to treat with the very power 

'^ who had passed, and who still held unre*' 

•* peaicd, the bloody decrees of which he com^ 

" plains? 

'^ I will not expatiate on the consequences of such 

" a step on the part of the President, becatt^ I 

** cannot suppose the step itself within the com- 

" pass of possibility ; but, I will just observe, that 

" had he taken such a step, it would have been in- 

*^ stantaneously followed by the loss of every frioid 

" worth his preserving. To gam and to preserve 

" friends, a statesman must act with vigour, steadi- ^ 

*' ness, and consistency; he must encourage hisf 

" friends by showing them that he profits from their 

** friendship ; he must clap his own shoulder to the 

*^ wheel and maintain the ground that has been 

" gained for him ; for, those men must be more 

*' Jhan mortal, who will persevere in the Sysiphiaii 

*^ task of supporting a Government that iseverlast^ 

" ingly recoihng." 

In the justice of these remarks every man of sense 
and candour must concur ; they had, however, 
scarcely made their appearance, when a torrent of 
abuse began to pour in upon me from all quarters. 
From the French faction this was naturally to be 
expected; but, from the Federalists, nothing could 
warrant the expectation of it, but a thoroFUgh per- 
suasion of their having abandoned every idea of 
consistency, and every principle of honour and of 
freedom. This persuasion had not yet gained a place 
m my mind ; it was, therefore, with some little sur- 
prise, that I heard they had passed sentence oi trans- 
portation on me. 

A renort immediately got into circulation, that I 
was to be sent out of the conntry^ under the alien laiv. 
This report found its way into some of the news- 
papers: 
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papers; it became the subject of a song, set to the 
tune of the President's March (the words being a 
parody onAat famous Federal Hymn, called " Ilaily 
^Columbia*) 'y it w^l^ generally believed, and the 
measure, which it was supposed the Government 
had resolved on, was generally acquiesced in, if not 
approved of. 

In this state of the public mind, the base Slaves ' 
qf Boston, who made sure that the transportation 
was determined on, thought they might venture 
forth to attack me. 

B. Russell bega:i, in his paper of the 6th of 

March. — •* Ignorance and impudence," says he, 

" are strongly pourtraycd in the last Numbers of 

" the Porcupine, and nothing but repcntaiKe and 

" contrition ought to restore him to the good opi- 

** nion of the Federalists. — ^The insolence of Por- 

'' cupine^ in commencing an attack on the Presi- 

** sident of the United States, for a measure, qf 

^* xohich it is impossible Porcupine can ever be a 

^^ J^^^j is beheld with a mixture of contempt and 

*^ indignation. Contempt, that an individual, who 

^ is known- to the people of the United States, 

only as a pamphleteer and scribbler against the 

principles of the French revolution, should, upoo 

all occasions, hold himself up as their political 

guide. Indignation, that an obscure foreigner. 



* " Your dirty mouth we do disdain, 
** For all your words are «pent in vain 5 
" Your words are words that are not good 
*' (By them that read and understood), 
" For John Adams you did oiFend, 
" And for that your neck shall bend/* 
T^liis is a pretty fair sample of the performance, which is much 
-«y>ovit on a level with Hopkinsons, whether we consider the sen- 
^cuenti or the poetry of it, nor do I think it would be at all im- 
IpK^^per to reward the author by appointing him' Envoi/ to some 
nottoii of Savages ! 

" who 
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" who merely exercises in this country a mecha* 
" nical business, should presume to place himself in 
" opposition to the illustrious asserter of American 
^* Independence, the undaunted supporter of our 
** rights and interests, in the most critical situa- 
*^ tions, for upwards of thirty years. But some- 
" thing more than contempt and indignation must 
" soon follow.'* 

The Slave Minns was still more unreserved. In 
his paper of the 8th of March, he tells his readers, 
that he hears, (hat Porcupine is attempting, by a 
subterfuge, " to get out of the situation of ignd- 
•* miny and perils to which his scandalous abuse of 
*' the President has brought him; but," adds he, 
" this subterfuge is too barefaced to deceive ' any 
" body, and the defence so paltry, that it ought not 
" to screen him from PUNISHMENT. If he is 
*' not taken up on the sedition law, or sent out of 
^* the country on the alien law, they are BOTH dead 
'' letters:' 

Now, would not a stranger to the fact, on reading 
these passages, suppose that I had been guilty of 
some act of treason, or that I had published a most 
flagitious and outrageous libel on the President? 
And, were he a stranger to the nature of the Go- 
vernment, would he not think, besides, that this 
President was some despot, governing by his sole 
will and pleasure? Such rnost cfirtainly would be 
the conclusions of any one who should see these 
extracts, being at the same time entirely ignorant 
with respect to the Government and the pretended 
offence which I had committed against it. But, if 
such a man were told, that the Government of the 
United States boasts of being the most lenient in' 
the world ; that its constitution is full of the Rights 
ot Man, and that it guarantees, in a more especial 
manner, the " inestimable right of expressing freebf 
•* uim^s thoughts^ either by speech or by the press;" 

and. 
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tod, if he were then told, that the remarks of Por- 
cupine contained not one insolent or disrespectful 
expression, would he not say, that amongst all the 
abject wretches, all the sycophants, all the cringing 
paupers, upon the face of the earth, the Boston 
Slaves claimed the preeminence ? 

Observe, mark well, the sentiinent of the slave 
MiTtns, — ^^ If Porcupine is not," says he, ^* taken 
" up on the sedition law, OR sent out of the coun- 
" try on the alien lawy they are BOTH dead let- 
" ters." — ^Thus is this miserable tool ready to jus- 
tify the President in whatever step he may take. — 
The alien law was made to empower the President 
to remoyc(oreigncTS suspected of being in the interest 
of tlie enemy ; it gives him no power to put this law 
in force as a punishment for crimes against the kavs. 
Yet Minns stands pen in hand to justify the per- 
version of this law to purposes of private revenge ; 
and he undisguisedly declares, that if I am not pu- 
nished under oiie law or the other, they are both dead 
letters! He does not care xvhich law is enforced, so 
that I suffer! So that I am punished, it is a matter 
of indifference with him, whether it be for a public 
libel or a secret conspiracy ! — Such are the notions of 
justice \rr)\AhQA in the school of Republicanism. 

But, I have not revived this subject so much for 
the purpose of commenting on the baseness of these 
republican parasites, with regard to myself, as for 
the sake of examining their doctrine of silent sub- 
mission to the will of the Executive. — The slave 
Russell speaking of the nomination, tells his readers 
(in his paper of the 6th of March), that, " with 
" respect to the political concerns of the union, as 
" they relate to foreign nations, the great body of 
" the people cannot be supposed to have a PERFECT 
" knowledge. They therefore have placed senti- 
*^ nels to watch, and chosen guides to direct their 
" progress, JOHN A0AMS is chief of these 

VOL. XI. F ' " sentinefef 
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" sentinels or guides — ^he has always been found 
^ vigilant and quick-sighted^ and is therefore en- 
" titled to our confidence and esteem. If those 
*" who have pledged themselves to support with 
" their lives and fortunes, our illustrious President 
" in the discharge of his duty, shall inconside- 
" rately cease to follow where he leads, we shall 
" be lost in a labyrinth of perplexities, from which 
** it will be difficult to devise the means of extri- 
" eating ourselves.'* 

I agree with the profound Mr. Russell, that the 
great body of the people cannot be supposed to have 
a perfect knowledge of the concerns of the nation ; 
I also agree that they have appointed sentinels to 
watch over them, that John Adams is one of those 
sentinels, and that he has frequently been found 
vigilant and quick-sighted ^ but, it does not hence fol- 
low, that he can never \}q wrong, and that no part 
of the people can have as perfect a knowledge 
as he, respecting the interests of the na;tion. Not, 
because the better part of the nation have pledged 
themselves to support him in the discharge of his 
duty, does it follow that they arfe never to disap* 
prove of his conduct, but follow through thick 
and thin, whether he leads them to honour or dis- 
honour. 

But, let us hear Minns, who certainly surpasses 
his rival parasite. " The ready approbation of the 
^\ Federalists in the recent proceeding of the Pre- 
** sidant, is a proof of that patriotism they have 
** always contended for. They have ever avowed 
** themselves to be the friends and supporters of Go- 
^' vernment. Their actions have demonstrated their 
" sincerity, and will continue to do so. If they 
*^ only supported such measures as quadrated with 
" their own crude notions, what Government 
*^ would be obliged to them for their precarious 
" friendship ? They have contended, that certain 

" powers 



OCTOBER, 1799. 67 

" powers delegated to the President, should be ex- 
'' ercised independenthf — ^they deprecate an officious 
" interference loith tlie constituted authorities i^* 

This is a very comfortable doctrine, upon liiy 
word, for a despot. According to this hireling 
printer, the friends of Government are quietly to 
acquiesce in every measure of the executive, whe- 
ther it appears to them wise or unwise, just or unjust, 
or else their support is not worth having I In feet, 
they are to have no opinion of their own : thev are 
to be driven like one sort of catttle, or lea like 
another sort of cattle, or "no Govenlrtient will be 
^ obliged to them for their precarious friendship !" 
This is liberty with a vengeance ! 

But, the logical Minns proceeds: — ^'^ They haVe 
" contended, that certain pow^^rs delegated to the 
" President should be exercised irwpendently i 
" they deprecate an officious interference with the 
" constituted authorities." — So that the exptessing 
of one*s disapprobation, either by writing, or ver- 
bally, is here set upas " an officious interference with 
" the constituted authorities r Impudent caitiff! Dis- 
senting from the President in opinion respecting 
the policy or justice of a measure, arid expressing 
that dissent, is here insolently represented as sin at- 
tempt to invade his pozvers^ and to share With him 
in the exercise of his executive fimctioris f 

Adopt the pnnciple of these servile wretches, and 
the friends of Government may sow up their lips; 
for who will ever pay attention to a set of creatures 
that are prohibited from uttering any thing but 
praise ? The absurdity and the abominable servility 
of this principle are so Evident; it is so well known, 
that the disapprobation of private persons pub- 
licly expressed, have frequently induced Princes 
and Ministers to alter their determinations, that I 
should not think it necessary to produce an exam- 
ple, were there not one at hand,, to the force of which 

F 2 the 
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the Boston slaves dare not refuse to bow their heads. 
On the 18th of February, the President sent a 
message to the Senate, in whicli he nominated 
" Mr. Williarn Vans Murray^ our Minister at the 
" Hague, to be Minister ]?lenipotentiary to the 
" French Republic."— On the 20th of February I 
published the remarks which I have inserted above, 
and which have drawn forth the cat's-paw abuse of 
the Boston slaves. The principal object of these 
remarks was, as the reader will see, to expose the 
inconsistency and the danger, of committino; to one 
man, of very slender political abilities, a negotia- 
tion which was before thought of importance enough 
to require all the skill and firmness of three of the 
most profound and experienced men in Aiherica. 
These remarks were, as I said before, published 
on the 20th, and, on the 25th, the President with- 
drew his nomination of this one many and made, 
in lieu thereof, a nomination of YAr^e tti^ which 
three men were to wait in America^ till the proper 
assurances should be received from France, whereas, 
'Mr. Murray would have been authorized to go to 
France the moment he received assurances satisfac- 
tory to him. 

From the President's second message, it vciy 
■evidently appears, that he was induced to alter his 
determination by the disapprobation expressed xvith- 
out, doors ; for, he frankly tells the Senate, that the 
proposition of a fresh negotiation with France " has 
" given occasion to manifestations of the public 
*^ OPINION, by which it appears, that a new mo- 
" dification of the embassy will give more general 
•* satisfaction, and perhaps better answer the purposes 
** in vierv,** — Now, mark well, ye Boston slaves, that 
I do not pretetid, that it was my publication which 
produced this change; but, 1 know well that 710 
other popery nor any other person, did publicly ex- 
press a disapprobation of the first nomination, till 

after 
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after, the second nomination had taken place. At any 
rate, it was a " manifestation of the public opinion** 
that produced a change, which the President ac- 
knowledges is better calculated to answer the purposes 
in view. But, no such manifestation could have 
been, and consequently, the charge coujd not have 
been produced, if the base and preposterous prin- 
ciple of the Boston slaves were adopted. It is 
clear to every man of common information, that 
this new modification of the embassy has, at least, 
respited the honour and safety of America. If the 
first nomination had not been disapproved of out of 
doors, it would have produced a fatal dispute be- 
tween the Pre3ident and the Senate^or we should at 
this day have patched up a treaty with France, and 
should, probably, have been thrown into her scale, 
just at the moment that it is kicking the beam. I 
do not believe, that Mr. Murray would, willingly, 
have made a treaty with France calculated to in- 
volve his country In the war, on her side ^ and had 
he done it, I am sure the President would not 
have given it his ratification 5 but, I also know, 
that it would have been next to impossible for 
America to make any treaty with the Director)', at 
the time this treaty would have been made, which 
would not have immediately brouglit on her the 
hostility of England, Russia, and the Porte; and 
let it be observed, that this hostility would have 
been brought on her, precisely at the time, when it 
would have been utterly impossible for France, or 
any other power, to render her the least assistance. 
From this imminent danger the country has, hi- 
thertOy been preserved by the President's candid 
abandonment of his first nomination, and 1 have 
great hopes, that we shall finally have to thank this 
" new modification of the embassi/' for saving America 
from the disgrace, and the disagreeable conse- 
quences, of being numbered amongst the friends of 

F 3 ' the 
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the BegicideSy when the King comes to mount on 
his throne. Yet, it is for having, with my small 
voice, joined in the *^ manifestations, of the public 
opinion," which produced this salutary change, this 
measure of safety and of honour; it is for this, and 
this alone, that the Slaves of Boston have had the 
audacity and the baseness to sentence me to banishr 
xnent, as a spy^ OR to fine and imprisonment, as ^ 
libeller! 

I shall now, as I proposed, proceed to compare 
their doctrine of silent submission to the will of the 
Executive, w}th the opinions and practif^e of the 
friends of Government m Great Britain. 

The doctrine of liberty, laid down by the Bostofi' 
slaves J is briefly thi$: — That no man, professing a 
friendship to the established Government^ ought ever 
to express his disapprobation of any Tneasure, which 
has been adopted by the Executive. It will be ob-r 
served, that this doctrine has originated (for I really 
believe it to be original) in a country which boast§ 
of being the most free and most enlightened in the 
world J ancj it wijl certainly be allowed^ that I take 
no unfair advantage of the doctrine in comparing 
it with the practice of Government-writers in preat 
Britain^ the Government of which America did not 
find/7W enough for them. 

Since the prppriety of treating of thjs subject 
has occurred to me, I have looked into ihft wri-? 
tings of at least a score of British ^i|thors, famous^ 
for their suppqrt of Government. I could fill vo- 
lumes with mstances of the}r pointed disapproba* 
tion of the measure^ of the King and his Ministry, 
Put so voluminoujs a collection of proofs is not ner 
cessary 5 I shall, therefore, confine myself to wri-: 
tcrsf of this stamp, who have distinguished them- 
selves during the present war, and, that my quo^ 
Rations may be precisely in point, I shall select such 
passages only as relate to the two embassies, which 

Qreal 
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Great Britain sent to treat with the Regicides of 

France^, 

The first author that I shall appeal to is Burke. I 
have not, at this moment, access to his two first let* 
ters on the Regicide Peace^ but the third will an- 
swer my purpose. — ^The King, in his declaration, 
issued after the breaking off of the negotiation at 
Paris, says, that, " he l:^ now only to lament its 
" abrupt termination, and to renew the solemn 
^' declaration, that wheneoer his enemies shall be 
" disposed to enter upon the work of a general pa* 
«< cification, in a spirit of conciliation and equity, 
'^ nothing shall be wanting on his part to contribute 
" to the accomplishment of that great object," — 
This declaration Mr. Burke reprobates in terms the 
most indicant. He says, that, in the negotiation, 
** the Mmisters quitted the safe, beaten highway 
" between independent powers 5" he says, that, 
" to pacify the enemy, ttey made every sacrifice af 
*^ the national dignity ; that they offered to immolate^ 
" at the same shrine, the most valuable of tlie na- 
" tional acquisitions 'y^ and he finally says, that, 
'' there seems to have been no assignable motive for 
" pending Lord Malmsbury to Paris, except to 
" expose his humble country to tlie zoorst indignities.** 
Having thus reprobated the sending of the em- 
bassy to Paris, he then asserts, that the above quoted 
part of the King's declaration is " a resolution of 
" persevering in the very same kind of conduct , to- 
" wards the very same sort of persons, and on tlie 
" very same principles** — In another place, he calls 
this passage of the declaration of his Majesty, " a 
" whbiing lamentation ;** he calls it, " the last re- 
" source oi female weakness^ of helpless infancy*^ of 
" doating decrepitude** 

This is the language not only of a friend to the 
ftitish Government, but of a pensioner of the Bri- 
tish Kings and, I dare say, no one ever suggested 

F 4 the 
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the propriety of taking his pension from him, much 
less of banishing him, as a spy, or fining and im- 
prisoning him, as a libeller. This work was read by 
every loyal Briton, with admiration and with gra- 
titude. What would the friends of Government in 
England have said of any servile miscreant, who, 
in hopes of ingratiating himself with the King or 
the Ministry, should have dared to propose the 
sending of thisivritei' out of the country? Would not 
the proposition have excited universal detestation ? 
And would there not have been found some ge- 
nerous fellow to trample the base parasite under 
foot? 

But, these passages from Mr. Burke, strong as is 
the reprobation which they contain, are very tar in- 
ferior, in point of severity, to what we might have 
expected from him, if he had honoured the world 
with his reflections on the second Efttbassy, the Emr 
bassy to Lille. While, however, we have to regret 
that death should deprive us of the thoughts of 
Burke, on this subject, it is some consolation that 
the loss has been supplied by a man, who, though 
somewhat inferior to him both as a writer and a 
statesman, acknowledges no inferiority in the sound- 
ness of his principles, or his attachment to his King 
and country. I mean the author of those famous 
publications, entitled, " Considerations on Public 
" Affairs'* This series of pamphlets was, for a 
long time, ascribed to the pen of that accomplished 
statesman^ Lord Auckland : some of the Reviewers 
even named his Lordship as the author; but, it has 
since been ascertained, that the real author is a gen- 
tleman of the name of Bentlei/. 

This writer, in speaking of the conditions w;hich 
the Ministry were ready to treat upon at Lille, says, 
*^ whoever now looks at the end of the war, will 
" believe that we have made it confederated with 
^^ France against our common allies, or at least re- 

" fuse 
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** fuse to believe, that either party had a virtuous 
'' or honourable cause, when both have concurred 
** in so base and so guilty an issue." — In another 
place, when he comes to speak of the failure of the 
negotiation, he says : — " And, can the Ministry be 
" so blinded by any vanity, any folly, any flattering, 
" any species of self-love and delusion, as not to 
" see that the present safety, the present greatness, 
" the present glory of this country, are not their 
^' work, nor their praise, but the gift or the for- 
" bearance of the enemy ! That we owe our state, 
" under Providence, to no merit, no wisdom of 
" theirs, but to the defeat of their projects^ and the 
^^ failure of tlieir schemes! That we have escaped 
" by their disappointment ; that we have been saved 
" bv their miscarrias;e; that we are a nation IN 
" SPITE OF THEM !"— In another place he says, 
that the Embassy to Lille, " exhibited to the world 
" the spectacle of a British Minister deputed to 
^' crime from cowardiccy received with insult, and 
" dismissed with mockery, offerijig our ruin and re- 
" turning with our shame." 

Now, ye Boston Slaves, ye prostituted parasites, 
compare the practice of British writers with the 
articles of your servile creed ; compare this undis- 
guised censure, this severe reprobation, with my 
feeble and qualified disapprobation of the Presi- 
dent's nomination. These British politicians boldly 
accuse this Executive of having made a sacrifice 
of the national dig?iiti/y and offering to immolate the 
most valuable of the national possessions ; they call 
the King's declaration a zvhining lamentation, the 
last resource of doating decrepitude ; they charge 
the Executive with concurring in a base and guilfif 
measure; they accuse the Ministry of cozoardicCy 
and bid them recollect that the nation has been 
preserved by tlie failure of their schemes. Had I 
made use of language like this (and I certainly 

should 
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ftliould have done it, if I had felt myself free 
I enough) how soon my writ of proscription would 
have been made out, if the President had concurred 
in sentiment with the Boston Slaves! I should not 
have been allowed time to say my prayers, — Such is 
. the difference between British and iVmerican liberty! 
Such is the difference between the Ubertyj which is 
enjoyed under a Khig^ and tliat which is enjoyed un* 
der a Smx^reign People! 

This contrast is not, however, seen in its fiill and 
fair light, till that conduct of the two governments, 
which has been the subject of disapprobation^ is 
brought into view* Mr, Burke wrote just after the 
firsl embassy to France was returned. Lord Malms- 
bury had, indeed, been sent away from Paris in no 
' very polite manner, but he had been received, and 
" the Secretary of State, such as he was, had opened 
anegotiation with him. The insolent usurpers did 
not disdain to hear him, nor did they refuse him 
the protection and privileges which the law of na-* 
tions have allowed to Ambassadors, They did not, 
in short, treat him like a vagabond, and menace him 
with the correction of their accursed police^ as they 
did Mr, Pinckney, even after they had received his 
letter of credence. 

>Ir. Bentley's indignation was roused by the 
second embassy, and, it must be confessed, that the 
step was cruelly degrading i but what would Mr, 
Bentley have said, if a third embassy had been 
proposed, after one Envoy had been driveq away 
without a hearing, and after three had been ad^ 
mitt^^d to an aqdience with certain under-strappers 
only for the purpose of receiving propositions for 
.making their country tributary to France? If this 
gcntlema;! was so offended at the renewal of the 
embassy of Lord Malmsbury, what would he have 
said if another had been preparing, and if the 
new envoy had been pointed out by the Directory 

themselves? 
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themselves? Mr. Burke expresses great indigna- 
tion at the King's declaring, that he is ready to 
enter into a new negotiation whenever the enemy 
shall be disposed to treat on fair and honourable 
terms. Where then would he have found words to 
express his indignation, if the King (after having 
two embassies driven out without being received 
at all) had declared that he still stood ^^ ready to 
^' embrace every plausible appearance of a proba- 
" hility of preserving or restoring tranquility?" — 
And how would he have thundered through the 
page, if, under such circumstances, his Majesty 
had really appointed a third embassy, and pro- 
claimed to the world, that it was kept in waiting 
till the insolent enen>y should please to consent to 
its reception! 

fllttf, say the Boston Slaves, the comparison is 
not in pointy The Government of Great Britain is 
a Monarchy 5 (or, as they have sometimes called 
it, an Usurpation) the people are not duly repre- 
sented; the King and Ministry are not the organs 
OF THE GENERAL WILL; and, therefore^ opposition 
to their measures is allozvable, and even highly me- 
ritorious. But, here, where the Presidefit is chosen 
by the people; where he is merely their agent, per-^ 
forming the acts which their august Majesty directs 
him to pejform^ to censure those acts is to censure the 
conduct of the people themselves; it iSy in fact ^ to insult 
and libel the xvhole nation! 

This is what vou may call a political conundnan, 
which, though it may be very fit to amuse the So- 
vereign People, is not, I presume, calculated to im- 
pose on the rest of mankind. It contains, however, 
a most comfortable doctrine for those who happen 
to get into power, in a representative Goytn\m^nt. 
If their conduct is disapproved of by any man, or 
any number of men, they triumphantly refer them 
tD their own ma^^ms, and tell them to recollect, 

that 
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that what they do is done by a majority of the people^ 
and, therefore, to complain of their conduct is to- 
make a complaint against the conduct of the ?7uyi?- 
nVy, which is, in effect, to destroy the very foun- 
dation of all Republican Government. If I re- 
collect right, there is a sentiment of this cast in 
General Washington's famous Farewel Address. 
Speaking (and he spoke feelingly on the subject) of 
opposition to Governmenty he seemed to admit, t^at 
it was perhaps necessary to some sorts of Govern-. 
7nenty but that it was by 720 means necessary tp that qf 
tlie U^iited States, 

It is very kind in the Bostoji Slaves^ and others, to 
lavish their praises on Fox, Erskine, Grattan^ and 
all the crew of refoi^mers, for their " mafdy, and 
" steady opposition" to the Government of Great 
Britain, while they will not allow a word to be 
uttered in disapprobation of the conduct of theif 
own Government, either by natives or foreigners ! 
This is very kind ; all the misfortune is, their base- 
ness and malignity are seen through, and their piti- 
ful efforts are despised. 

I shall now take my leave of the Slaves of Boston. 
I most heartily despise the wretches, and I am 
conscious, that they will be despised as heartily by 
every man of spirit who shall read these remarks. 
The miscreants deserve no quarter at my hands j 
but to put it out of their power to complain of my 
want oi candour, I shall mention the only circum- 
stance that can possibly be pleaded in mitigation of 
their unparalleled servility ; and, I humbly presume^j 
that I shall derive the greater merit on this account^j. 
as the circumstance is one which their wof/^^/?y would 
for ever prevent them from urging in their defence. 
The palUative circumstance then, to which I al- 
lude, is, THEIR BEING BOTH IN THE EM- 
PLOY OF GOVERNMENT! One is Printer to 
the General Courts and the otlier is Printer of the 

Laws 
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Lam of the Unidn. — ^Ndw, some people will, upon 
this information, call B. Bussell and Minns a couple 
of base hireling; scoundrels; but, suffer me, reader, 
to caution you against the use of such censorious 
language; for, between you and me, there are a great 
many most excellent Federalists, whose attachment 
to Govemm-^^rit has no better foundation. 



The Priestlean Coopfr. — This patriot of the 
Priestlean school is settled at Northumberland. My 
rcij'iijrs may recollect, that, not long since, I gave 
ar-' infiainmatory extract from a paper which he 
publishes there, with the assistance of the High 
Piieot of his order. It will be curious, if, in the 
dark times which are evidently approaching, the 
Old Socinian and his followers should act the same 
yjirt herCy which, during the American revolution, 
th'Vv' acted in Great Britain. The thing is far from 
binnsr either im\ »ossibk or improbable. We have 
s -M. I he like come to pass. We have seen General 
Vv ii.^jiington publicly thanking Tom Paine for his 
svi'.i.oi, duriii;>- the revolution, and we have seen 
r. >.ii repel}) him xcith interest. We have seen Priest- 
ley and liis seditious crew, publicly thanked for 
their attachment to the revolutionary cause, and 
Wv may yet see them make a proper return for the 
compliment. In the mean time I shall relate an 
ancedote of Cooper^ taken from that most excellent 
periodical work. The Anti-Jacobin Review and 

" This Mr. Cooper was the Delegate from the 
" Constitutional Society to the National Conven- 
" tion of Paris with ^Ir. James Watt. Originally 
" educated for tlie bar, he pursued. not only his 
*' professional studies, but became versed in astro- 
*' logy with Henderson, chemi'^try v/ith Henry, 

* See And- Jacobin Hevkw, Sec. for March, 1799- 

" metaphysics 
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" metaphysics with Priestley, and politics with 
*' Brissot. He was a leading Member of the Li- 
" terary and Philosophical Society of Manchester, 
" and occasionally treated his illuminated friGods 
•' with the haunch of an ass^ fed on milk : for^ to 
*' the unprejudiced, the haunch of an ass is as 
" good as an haunch of venison. But at this feast 
" of the enlightened (cw at their civic board, the 
" asinine haunch was crowned with a chaplet, em- 
" bellished with the letters George, and the guests, 
** among whom were two officers of' dragoons, were 
** treated with a slice of George. Calves beads con- 
** stantly garnished the tables of these gentry on the 
** SOth of January ; but tlie Church and Kifig Club 
" counteracted the machinations of these admirers 
*^ of regicide. Cooper having burnt the velverets 
** and callicoes which he proposed to bleach on 
" novel phlogistic principles^ having become a bank^ 
*^ rupt^ retired to America to philosophize in the 
'* calm retreats of lettered solitude, where he and 
** Priestley * would enlighten Europe from the de- 
" sartsof the new world," 

• Were it not for the vices of thcae two men, I do not 
know any two upon earth who are more striking objects of 

pdty. Disappcmtedj neglected, despised as ibey are, it would not 
be at all wonderful^ if thry were to make stonie desperate attempt 
on their own livesp Their mortilications and miseries must 
render their existence an almost insupportable burl ben. They 
stand in need of all iberr phiiasophi/j and, if the new A^orthum* 
trians are truly described, they must have occasion for no small 
portion of sectarian canning. Priesilcy cannot here (as in that 
hot* bed of fanaticjsmj England) £ndfoob to build him meeting- 
houses ^ and feed him with a salary. His pre !»eni neighbours wiU 
never pester him with contradictions to his creed j if he doe*i but 
pehave lika a she n Hem an s, and !et them cheat turn as much at 
iB Convenient for tbem^ they care not whether he w^orshipti God 
or Devil. If I am ^ell informed^ however, the Doctor has long: 
ceased to be an object of sharping speculation ; he received a to- 
lerable squeeze at his first arrival, and has been growing drier arid 
drier ever since j and, as to poor Conper, al! I hat remains of bim 
would be a lenten entcrtaiament even for the crows. 

Bubble 
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Bubble and Squeak. — ^The following extracts with 
which I am sure my readers will be well pleased, 
are taken from a poem (lately published in London), 
entitled Bubble and Squeak. 

Whig Cbib qf England. 

Fam'd Orator of Palace Yaru^ 
Thy melting eyes O lend die bard ! 
Lend him diy bowels of compassion, 
And padios of die newest fa^ion, 
To wail, with sympathising srief. 
The loss of eacn insurgent chief; 
For when a ^nd arch rebel dies, 
In Fox^s civic eulogjpes, 
(Like homely jade by beauty washes 
Or sugar candy from molasses) 
Reg'nrated, transformed, refin*d, 
He soars the noblest of his kind. 
Heroes and demigods among, 
A gilded fly from ordure-sprung. * 

t Hung be die Shakspeare's bar with black, X 
Stript oflF an undertaker's back ! 
The club's conven'd. — Yield day to night ! 
Waiter ! — but half the candles light ; 
And half of that same half snuff out ! 
Enlightened Whip can dine without. 
Cold be the cod hsh, cold the sirlom. 
The claret not worth two-pence sterling. 
The punch of brandy void and lemon. 
The soup black broth of Lacedemon, 
The beef steaks scorch'd, the oysters stinking, 
The port iit foi the devil's drinking. 
Half boil'd too let the pudding come, 
A mealy waste without a plumb ; 
And let Dutch herrings slied dieir pickle 
la sympathy with tears that trickle 



* " See Mr. Fox's Speech at the Whig Club, Jonc 6, 1798." 

f *' Hung be the hcav'ns with black,— Yield day t6 night." 

Henry VI, Part I. Act I. 

\ The Whig Club met at the Shakspeare Tavern. 

Dowp. 
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Down Opposition checks and noses. 
While Fox^ bis friend's apotheosis. 
Proclaims the solitary herald 
Of all the virtues, fell Fitzgerald! 
To kind oblivion loth to trust 
l^funct rebellion's sacred dust ! 

French Paper Money. 

But in that country where confusion 
Usurps the name of Revolution, 
And pettifoggers and sow-gelders 
Senates and councils form of elders^ 
Since legislative confiscation 
Answers all end of transmutation, 
Gold- making's decm'd a sorryer trade 
Than 'tis lo steal it ready inade : 
And, since they're well convinc'd to boot 
That wealth of evil is the root. 
They wisely wage inveterate quarrels 
With ore that would corrupt tneirmorals> 
Which that they may preserve intact 
They Mida^' talent counteract, 
And'by their potent artfinancique^ 
Learnt of their brethnn transatlantick^ 
(O'er whom, of late, they bounce and vapour),? 
Reform their luidores to paper : 
Make specie at their touch reducible 
To nought in requisition crucible ; 
Ensepulchre men's gold and plate 
In grand Cnisophagus of state, 
From whence regenerated cash is 
Hatch'd like a Phoenix from its ashes, 
And, freed in purgatory Gallic, 
From its corporeal part metallic. 
Again to circulation springs 
On metaphysic paper wings ; 
'Till, by the plund'rers who devis'd 
lis fabrication exorcis'd. 
And of all tenure dispossess'd, 
Evaporates the swindling pest : 
While famish 'd dupes behold dismay'd 
Credit^ s pale ghost for evir laid. 
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Embassy to France. — ^The following paragraphs^ 
ffom Claypoole!s paper, made their iappearance 
about ten days ago. They are curious^ and deserve 
some comment. 

" For some time past, preparations have beeii 

" making by our deputed Ministers^ to embark on 

" their mission to the French Republic 5 and hopes 

" were entertained that thQunhappydiffirencesvrhich 

" subsist between the two countries, would speedily 

" disappear, and an amicable disposition mutually 

*■ resumed. But this pleasing prospect must now 

" be relinquished, at least for a time ; the dep(ir- 

" iureof our Envoys has. been suspended. To what 

" can this be attributed ? The change of men and 

" of measures in France, affords a sufficient zn* 

" swer. From the late Directory, no doubt ample 

" assurances were given j but whether their suc- 

" cessors entertain the same idea of American 

** spirit, and capability of resistance, is yet to be 

" blown : and consequently the departure of our 

" Ministers retarded. We have no doubt, let 

** what may be the cause, it is dictated by the 

" wisdom^ patriotism^ and experience of administra- 

" tion ; and must be considered as proceeding 

" from that declaratiojiy which every American 

^ should wish to be adhered to, made by the Pre- 

" sident upon his announcing the recall of our 

" formerinjured and insulted missionaries of peace." 

" In another view of the subject — may it not 

" have happened that the President has received 

•* intimation from the coalesced powers, that who* 

** EVER IS NOT THEIR FRIEND, IS THEIR FOE?—* 

" That this is their determination, has been long 
" conceived, and generally believed. The hasty 
"journey of the President — ^his unexpected.de- 
" parture from Quincy — and other combining 
" causes, lead to the formation oi the idea." 
VOL. XI. Q' ** In 
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** Iri such a dilemma, our embarrassment must be 
*' great — our fiemkess must be greater. United in 
** fupparf qf our admimstratton^ die event need not 
** be feared." 

From the whining tone of the first of the pre- 
ceding paragraphs, a reader would be apt to sup- 
pose that this newsman was describing a quarrel 
between a man and his wiie, or a lover and his 
mistress. ** llie unhappy differetwes which subsist 
" between the two countries!** What softer terms 
could he have used, had he been speaking of some 
trifling dispute between old friends, owmg to in* 
discretions on both sides* instead of a state of hos- 
tilities between two nations, occasioned by insults 
and depredations, without number or provocation, 
in one, and a long continued tameness in the other, 
without example or excuse? Is this the proper lan- 
guage of an American, and a soldier; when he 
treats of the injuries his country has suffered from 
the most atrocious, and sanguinary tyrants the world 
was ever scourged with ? But why is this difference, 
to continue the use of the term, called unhappi^? 
When all men, w^ho have any respect for the ho- 
noor and interests of America, are persuaded, not- 
withstamling what we suffered, that the rupture 
with Fiance is the most happy event that has 
occurred, since the day we first became acquainted 
with licr: it has snatched us from the arms of a 
strumpet, whose embraces are nK>rtaL We might* 
otherwise still be chaunting the Marseilles Hymn ; 
the poison of her principles might be spreading 
deeper and wider; and we might, indeed, have 
been enlisted under her internal banners, fighting 
in the caube of anarchy and atheism. Although 
1 would not abate a cent of what she has robbed us 
of, ill negotiating for a peace, I think the whole a 
trifle when balanced against the dangers of her al-' 
liance. 

Not 
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Not 80 thinks the gentle Claypoole : he, tender- 
hearted soul, laments that the " pleasing prospect" 
of recxmciliation, " must now be relinquished,'* if 
not for ever, " at least for a time ; the departure of' 
** our envoys has been suspended/'-^This suspen- 
doB he sagaciously attributes to the change of meii 
and measures in France, which, he adds, is a ^ii/^ 
ficient answer to all inquiries on the subject. But; 
he has not told us why this instability in the French 
Republic should affect the politics of the United 
States, at this time more than in the year 98, 
when that wretched country has been constantly 
chanring her rulers from the beginning of the re- 
volution to this day? when taction has been rolling 
oyer fectioii, like the waves of a troubled ocean ; 
when there has never been any settled Government 
in France, with which it was either safe, or ho- 
nourable, to form a political relation, since the 
meeting of the Natioiud Assembly, or, at leasts 
sbce the murder of the King j when, in short, the 
republic has been nothing but a succession df rebels, 
robbers, and assassins, who, after ruining their own 
country, have endeavoured to destroy all others? — 
Yet this is the nation with whicii our whining news- 
man, and politician, is so impatient to be recon- 
ciled. 

But if the change df nien iii Frarice, for I insist 
that there has been no change of measures^ be " a 
" sufficient answer,'' why. Sir, should you cast about 
for another — or, if you were resolved to accommo- 
date your readers with a choice of reasons, why 
Dot suppose, that there has been some charioje of 
opinion in the executive, respecting the original 
IHt)priety of the measure : the wisest men are ready 
to rectify their mistakes — why, in the name oi every 
tlung that is whimsical, why, send us to the coun- 
cils of Europe, to the cabinets of Petersburgh, 
Constantinople^ Vienna, and London, for the rea- 
G «, soil 
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. .» . • u> suspension? — But, says the wise Clay- 

^.i iv. ■• :ii another view of the subject, may it not 

• .. c happened that the President has received 

• i;ui!iation nroni tlie coalesced powers, that who- 
. c / y not their friend is their foe^ Why should 

•JK- .•>aiesccd powers interfere in our sending Am- 
*>i4»^iuors to France, to settle our own aflfairs — in 
•vnac respect can we assist or injure them, if we 
lie disposed to do it ? — ^Do they stand in need of 
jur assistance? — ^There has been a time, about 
three years ago, when one of those powers might 
iuvc received some aid from our alliance, and we 
fnii;ht have derived some honour from imiting with 
her ; we might M^whave contributed somethmg to- 
wards crushing the five-headed monster, and, has- 
tening tlie return of peace and safety to the world — 
but the time is past — the procession has gone by. 
It did not consist with our politics, or our councils 
were toi> much contaminated by French princi- 
ples, to engage in so righteous a cause. The case 
is now altered. At the present period, I believe, the 
coalesced powers, such of them, I mean, who care 
any thing about us, desire no more frona us than an 
honest neutrality : more than this might embarrass 
iheia at a general pacification. 

Hut we have no right to suppose that they wiU 

IK unit us, under the mask of a neutral trade, to as- 

>i »t their enemies, to supply their blockaded towns 

\^.iii aiumunition or provisions, or to protect their 

nv.>^)eiiv l>v tlie American flag. These acts, by 

^*v*v)uglng the wary would be essential acts of hos* 

4...\ In otlu^r respects they are indifferent about 

.:i »vi I taps that they expect from us, is, to be 

^.. ..>.... \o our treaties, to fulfil our contracts, and 

.. , .;• jurjust debts\ This done, I believe there 

V,'* ^ -v' swasion of alarm: wc shall be suflfered. 

, vo^'v v^ * ^'^ unhappy differences'' with the dear 

/,. V ,.s.v-.vN* i» o^r own way, and in our ovm 

timei 
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time; or, if ^ should chance to be crushed by the 
coolidon of despots combined against the cause of 
lArtjfy which I confess is far from improbable, wc 
dall, even, be indulged in the privilege of lament- 
ing her downfall with impunity. * 

The Duke of Kent. — By a tnend lately returned 
fiom Nova Scotia, I am informed, that on the 6th 
of September last, his Royal Highness the Duke of 
JTm/ arrived at Halifax; having been promoted to 
^ the rank of General in the Britih army, and ap* 
pointed G)mmander in Chief of his Majesty's Forces 
in British North America. 

His Royal Highness on his arrival (in the Are- 
tfwsa, after a passage of forty-three da}'s) was- 
waited upon on board the frigate by his Excellency 
Sir John Wentworth, Admiral Vandeput, Lieu-^ 
tenant General Ogilvie, and other officers of dis-. 
tinction. At half past twelve o'clock the royal 
standard was displayed in the Duke's barge, and a 
royal salute fired by all his Majesty's ships in the 
haurbour, as the Duke passed from the frigate to the 
King's "WTiarf, where he was welcomed on shore 
under a discharge of cannon from the citadel and 
all the other posts, and attended by the Governor 
and Council, the Admiral and General, and the 
principal gentlemen of the army, navy, and town. 
He was escorted, through double ranks of the troops 
of the garrison, to the Govemjnent-house (a carpet 
having been spread on the occasion from the wharf 
to the house) where his Royal Highness received 
flie congratulations of those who attended, after 

* The reader will please to observe that notwithstanding what 
the gentle Cla3rpooIe says alx>ut a suspension of the Embassy, nq 
lapeDnon has been resolved on ; but, on the cpptraiy, the en- 
TOjfi are preparing to depart for France, in the frigate United 
teres, which it waiting at Newport, Rhode Island^ to receive 

[ ^^^°^ 

G 3 which. 
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which, accompanied by the Governor^ the Admi- 
ral, and the General, he proceeded to the gnmd 
parade, where the Royal Fusileers saluted, and 
marched past him, with their usual steadiness and 
handsome appearance. At five o'clock, his Royal 
Highness (and his suite) met the Admiral, the Ge* 
nerel, the Chief Justice, the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly, and other officers and gentlemeja of 
distinction, of the fleet, garrison, and proyinee, at 
an elegant dinner, given by Sir John Wentworth 
at the Government-house. In the evening theGo« 
vernment^house and the town were illuminated with 
uncommon brilliancy, a most splendid ball. wa$ 
given by the officers of the Royal Fusilerrs, and the 
arening concluded with every deqnonstratioa of uni^ 
versal satisfaction and Joy. Similar expressions of 
|mfolic joy were, it is s^ud, general through the pro* 
vince. 

To the congratulations, which the people of the 
h^^fms^ces of Nova Scotia, New fihrun$wick» 
Upper and Liower Canada, must receive, on this 
Accasion, fix>m the rest of their wcUrwishers, I beg 
kaye to add mine. There is no part qf hi& Mar 
jesty's si^bjects more worthy the royal fevoixr than 
are the inhabitants of these colonies, and most as-r 
^redly, to send out the Duke of Kent as theiy 
commander, was, whether we consider his birth, 
Us rank, or his endowments, one of the highest 
honours which ^ gracious Sovereign cduki bestow, 

Mr. />ma an(i the Jnii-Jacobin JReview^—ia 
reading over the Farmer's Musei^m, a task which t 
always begin with pleasure, and seldom end with-* 
put pfofit, I was not ^ little surprised to nieet with 
fi passage strongly marked with iUiberaliij^ and ig- 
jlfir^Bf^t it is indeed, takers from a Bostqn papprj^ 
ivnd thw circvinpstwce nUght, for a stupid wretch^ 
li^e Browft or Bra(ffprd, be a sufficient apology i 

but, 
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bu^ not so with respect to tiie editor df the Far- 
mer's Museum, whose talent for disarimi ma iou kss 
long rendered his miscelhny an object of universal 
Kmration and applause. 

The passage, of the insertion of which I cobh 
plain, is contained in a letter, dated Jidy die Sd, 
and said to have been received at Boston, from ^^ a 
igcntkman of high respectalnliiy im Europe.'^ The 
first part of this ktter contains some temarks 00 
GUc$*s declaration respecting a dissolution of the 
Unim, which subject being dismissed, the writer 
concludes with the following obserratioBS on Mr, 
Fenno's publication of the fourth of M^uxh last. 

'* I have httely," sajs the writer, ^ seen a pub- 
^^ licatioQ of young Fenno's, who seems to have 
■** taken Peter Porcupine far kb model ; but not being 
** blest with so strong nerves, he gets discouraged 
'^ at the first puUic measure which happens not to 
^ coincide vnth his ideas, and I observe has given 
*' up lus paper, vnth an address, discovering veiy 
^^ considerable abilities, as well as some useless pee^ 
•* vishnesSy and some youthful petulence. I have seen 
^ this perfcrmance, in the English A/iti-Jacobin 
" Reviaoy at full length, under the title of " Fewu>*s 
" Vietv of the United States cf America.'* The 
** English editor seized ' it with avidity, because it 
" contained a libel upon our country ami its Govern* 
•* ment. — To such things from the pen of Peter Por^ 
" aipifWy I knarv twt zvhat can be objected^ while he 
" avows himself an Englishman, and keeps witkbi 
** the bounds of law. We ought lo derive benefit 
'• from beif^g told our faults -, and we know what 
*' allowances to make for the prejudices of a fo- 
" reigner : but an American ought to treat his eoun-r 
" try with more delicacy and more respect, He 
' ^ may censure with severity, whenever he thinks.he 
•* can contribute to reform., but this censure should 
•* always be attended by the tenderness of friend- 
G 4 , - ^'. ship. 
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*' ship. He may be a satirisiy but ought not to be 

If this ** Gentleman of high respectability"' means, 
that Mr. Fenno has taken Peter Porcupine as hk 
\mmdel In writing with '* itsetess peevishness'' and 
[•* youthful petulence {' or in publishing a ^* liber 
[Wid becoming a '' lampooner ;'* if this be his meaor 
fing, Peter Porcupine does not thank him for the 
compliment. But, if he means to say, tliat, inthf 
^'^tyie or the sailiments of the publication which the 
t;Ajiti'Jacobin has entitled a View of the United 
States^ Mr. Fenno has taken Peter Porcupine as 
his model, then the said Peter most sincerely thanks 
the ** gentleman of high respectability*' for the ho- 
nour he has done him. 

Men who desire^ from whatever motive, to sup- 
press the tntih^ are seldom at a loss for tricks where- 
with to second their desires ; but of all the budget, 
which they have at command, none is so common 
and so contemptible as the moralizing cut and dry 
cant played off by this " gentleman of high re- 
" spectability." We all know, that a man's cen- 
sure on his country " should always h' attended by 
** the tenderness of friendship'^' and that^ ^^ he mai^ 
*^ be a satirists but ought not to he ii lampooner*^*' 
but> because I allow these maxims to be good, 1 am 
not to be duped into the belief, tliat Mr. Fenno's 
censure was not attended with the tenderness of 
friendship, and that hjs publication was a lampoon \ 
on the contrary, I insist, that the View ot tlie Uuited 
States breathes as much of the tenderness of friend- 
ship as it is possible to express in conjunction with 
just satire ; and that, as to the distinction be- 
tween a satirist and a lampoami\ if the " gentle- 
man" will leave the matter to be decided by Per- 
sius^ BoileaUy or Johnson^ I pledge myself to prove, 
that Mr, Fenno not only stands acquitted of being 
^ lampooner J but that, as a satirist ^ too oiuch ten- 
derness 
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defhenand timidity is his &ult. If either of the 
satifistSi^ whom I have named, had undertaken tiie 
subject that fell to the lot of Mr. Fenno, how would 
he have laid on the lash ! It would not, my good 
"gentleman," have been a mere random buffet- 
ing that could have contented him ; he would have 
stnpped the sinner to the skin, and lacerated her 
fiom the nape to the heel. 

As to the literary merits of the Vierv, the " gen- 
tleman" does not seem to pM them in question. — 
The thing certainly has some trifling fisttilt ; a little 
more method and a little less swell would have been 
nodiipinutiqnof its merit; but the former fault is 
only a mark of hastey while the latter, though a 
fault, is a proof of fertilitj/ of genius. This patriotic 
^' gentleman" is pleased to say something about 
■^ mdess peevishness'' ^nd*\youihful petulence.** The 
work does, indeed, alternatrly express chagrin^ coii^ 
tempts onger^ and indigfuitton ; but, had not the 
.^* gentleman" known the condition and age of the 
author, I am persuaded he would have found no- 
dung to merit the appellation of peevishness or of 
petulence. If the assertions or the principles of Mr. 
Fenno are ill-founded, why did not some one refute 
them? Why does not some one do it now? Nay, 
why did not this " gentleman of high respectability" 
do it ? He was in London, and I am certain his re- 
fiitation would have found a place in the same 
work, where his eye first met the offensive satire. 
Jt is in vain for men to affect to despise what they 
dare not encounter. When Mr. Fenno's Fiezv first 
appeared, the " True Americans," as they have the 
ndiculous vanity to call themselves, had the inso- 
lence and. baseness to report that the ^^ poor young 
man was mad." This miserable affectation of con- 
tempt for a perforniance, which none of them were 
capable of criticising, has not, you see, prevented it 
from reaching Europe, and there attracting a degree 

of 
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of attention rarely bestowed on fbreign produc 
tions. It were, then, worthy the patriotism 

those, whose fbelings are so alive to the honour 

their government and country, to stand forth witFr^l 

a refutation. But, this they know they cannot do-^^ 

they are aware, that by denying Mr. Fenno's ge=w 

ncral assertions, they would compel him to justiF^ 

them by entering into a horrid detaii I commeni^^ 

their prudence, therefore, in forbearing to provok. ^s 

* ^^J?^^^ ^^ ^^ satire ; but, every man of candou^:^ 

must reprobate the means they arc taking to gratif^i 

their resentment. They are offended, they fe^^ 

their stupid animal pride wounded by the promul^ 

gation of tmth; they are conscious ot the inhefcnr^« 

weakness of thenr cause, and their own inabilit^«; 

to support it, and they are endeavouring by tl^ri^ 

whinmg cant of patriotism, to excite a popular pr^^e 

J^^i^^^gwnst their opponent. 

Mark, too, the unt*arable insolence of their pra^^ 
tensions. They speak as if Mr. Fenno had no tjs=^ ^ 
terest in the subject, which it has pleased him ^^^^[ 
wrUe on. Because he is the publisher of a puh^^i^^ 
paper y they look upon him, his talents, his opinionj^Bs 
his honour and his fame as public property ^ or rath e -=g ^ f 
each of them seems to regard this property as hr^^i^ 
/w^n. An enviable situation truly! 

"Fhe *• gentleman of high respectability" ha-^^^ 

tiowevcr, blasted the doctrine of the Boston slme"^^- 

fie says, ^* to snch things,'* (as Fenno's ofFensii^^^^ 

view) *^from the pen of Porcupine, I know not wh= af 

«* can be objected, while he avotvs himself an Englisj^^" 

«< man'' Now, this is precisely the oi)posite of t iaj^ c 

doctrine of the Boston slin^es, who insist on t^*e 

necessity of punishing me fcr disapproving of c^^ij- 

t^n measures of Government, not because whatr^^ 

^av is either criminal or fels.^, but because I am a ^^ 

rhnu ^tich is thevery r^son why this « ge^- 

t& *^^* feee scope ought to be gtven^ 
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my nimadversioiis ! The maxims of these two 
classes of politicians, though flatly contradictory 
in themselves, do nevertheless cooperate most ad- 
miribly in their tendency. The Boston slaves wrest 
the weapon of satire from the hands of aUforeignersi 
while their « gentleman of high respectability** 
wrests it from tUl the natives ! They act like two 
(»pp(xute bastions of a fortress, those who are shel* 
toed by the om are swept off by the caniK>n of the 
ether! , 

Leaving the Boston slaves to anticipate the time, 
when they and their ally shall have succeeded in 
sewing up the lips of every man who dares to speak 
pr think lor himself, I shall now say a word or two 
respecting the illiberal reflection, cast, by the " gen- 
tleman ^ ^S^* respectability," on the EMgUsk 
JMiJacobm Sevkwy the editor of which,^ he says, 
** seiaed on the publication of Mr. Fenno with 
*^ avidity, because it contained a LIBEL upon our 
^* cewUrit and its gwerrment'' 

ThA3 is by far the most malicious part of the pas- 
sj^e which \ have quoted. The Anti-Jacobin Re-* 
view and Magazine is a work of such distinguished 
merit and celebrity, th^t it would be great imperti' 
nence in me to attempt a defence of its reputation, 
were it not necessary, in order to parry the back- 
banded stab, which, through it, is aimed at the 
performance, on which, I presume [iot I have not 
seen the number), it has bestowed its commenda- 
I^OPis. This Revieii) and Magazine (for it is both) 
was est^bUshed io% the express purpose of exposing 
the artifices and combating the violences or Jaco- 
binism. It contains original criticism, it detects 
the misrepresentations and perversions of the Jaco- 
bin Reviews, and gives publicity to such articles, 
in verse ^d prose, a$ are peculiarly calculated to 
aid the cause of sound Bftorality, true reUgion, and 
bmii^ g.Qve^pM»eniltv I^t (be c^or^ or editors, 

enter- 
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entertain no animosity against " this countrtf and its 
govemmetit^ will be readily allowed by all those 
who have read their review {as published in my 
Gazette) of S'cipio's Refiectimis on Monroe^ and of 
Ifamilfon^s Defejice. Those who recollect the ap- 
plause they bestowed on these publications, and 
their pointed reprobation of the conduct of Monroe 
and of the base proceedings of Callender and his 
associateB^will assuredly repel the foul charge which 
this " gentleman of high respectability'* has brought 
against them. 

If the gentlemen of the Anti-Jacobin were so 
eager to seek for^ and to promulgate and extol, //- 
beh on this country and its govemmentj where 
could they have made a better choice than in the 
publications of Callender and Afonroe? But they 
censure, most severely censure, the writings of both 
these enemies of the American government. Many 
are the occasions on which they have shown their i 
good zvill towards this country and its government, j 
In their Historical and Political Summary for March 
last, they speak very highly of the spirit shown by 
the people of the United States, and of the salu- 
tary measures adopted by the government, to as- 
sert the national independence and preserve its ho- 
nour 5 they bestow great praise on " the able re- 
port of Mr. Pickering i^ they express their fears of 
the consequences of democratic disafiection, and 
they conclude by lamenting ** that the utmost ef- 
*' forts of the President^ whose virtues and talents 
" are alike conspicuoia^ will prove inadequate to en- 
^' force the adoption of that line of conduct, which 
** can alone presence the prosperity and indepen- 
" dence of America." ... 1 

Now I ask any reader of common sense, if it is 
probable, if it is possible, that these gentlernen i 
should *' seize on Mr. Fennu's View with avidity^, 
'* because it contmncd a LIBEL on this country and 

its 1 
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its Government ?*' And I ask him, too, whether 
tk " gentleman of high respectability" is not a 
most atrocious slanderer ? 

It was a very foolish step in these people to re- 
Vive this subject at all, and it was singularly foolish 
in them to make mention of the circumstance of 
the Anti- Jacobin Review. This has produced an 
examination, and they have now the mortification 
to hear the public informed, that the same critics 
who have reprobated Callender and Monroe have 
applauded Mr. Fenno. ^Vhat stronger proof can be 
required of the merit of that publication, which the 
Boston Slaves and their " gentleman'' are endea- 
vouring to decry ? 

But the audacity of this " gentleman" in ^* 
cusing the Editors of the Anti- Jacobin of giving 
circuktion to. a " LIBEL" surpasses even tnat of 
the Sans-culottes. If it were a libel why did not 
the American government prosecute the author ? 
The gentlemen of the Anti- Jacobin found the pub* 
lication in a Philadelphia newspaper, signed with 
the author's name ; and had they not a right to 
make what use of it they thought proper ? Little 
did they imagine, that some jealous-pated repub- 
lican stood ready to catch at their review, and malce 
it a subject of reproach against them in that very 
country where the work Yiad been first published ! 
If ever this poor sheet should • have the honour to 
fell into their hands, the information it contains 
will convince them,, that Fenno's degrading picture 
of the American public prints is not more de- 
grading than true. 

The more I think of this complaint against the 
Anti-Jacobin Review, the more indignant do I 
feel at its abominable insolence, What ! the ser- 
vile flatterers of the mob not only wish to seal up 
thd lips of all who breathe the air of the United 
States, but they wish to extend their muzzlip^; in- 
quisition 
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qtiiiiitinn to every comer ot the globe * No one 
must use the name of tliis country and its govcnv 
ment unaccompanied with praise ! If such are the 
demands of the people of America, they shotikU at 
least, set the example of delicacy. But have they 
done this with respect to Great Britain ? Have they 
not promulgated Paint s Rights of M&riy Barlotv*s 
Privileged Orderly and every other performance le- 
velled at the peace, happiness, an<l honour of the 
British nation and its government ? Has not every 
one of the miscreant Pindar's lying libels on the 
King been published and republished in books, 
pamphlets J and newspapers, till the very children 
remembered more of them than they do of the 
Bible? Paine's Rights of Man, that daring attack 
on the British monarchy, was published here, pre* 
leded by a reiwnmtmdaiimi uflder the hand of Jef~ 
I ferson the Seartmy of State, Members of Con^ 
gress have frequently abused the British king, his 
ministry and government, and the whole nation in 
a lump. How many hundreds, how many thou* 
sands of newspaper paragraphs, have railed on the 
same subject 5 how many tunes has the downfall 
of Great Britain been exulting ly predicted ? Nay, 
ha!» there ever been an original book or pamphlet 
published in America, for twenty years past, on 
, whatever subject, without something or other be* 
ing dragged into it to satirize the British nation or 
' its j^overnment ? And 3s it, then, for Americans to 
acause a British editor of a want at ddieaaj towards 
^thein and their government, because he has, for 
joncj?, given publicity to what they wisH to keep 
'irorci the world r Unparalleled presumption ! Mon- 
strous insolence! 

The British editors and writers have, in truth, 
fiho^^m too much delicacy on this score. An over 
anxious desire to avoid whatever might retard the 
epoch of perfect rcconc illation j led them into a 

foolish. 
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and even a culpable forbearance. The 
most dangerous arguments of the infamous Plune, 
and the other seducers of the people,, were built on 
tbeir impudent mistatements respecting America ; 
y^ I have observed (and not without much morti- 
fication), that from considerations of delicacy to- 
wards America, a detection of these mistatements 
was always avoided, by the persons who undertook 
to combat the efforts of the incendiaries; so that, 
on the most important subject, the miscreants re- 
nuuned triumphant. Nay, at this very time, that 
malicious wretch Winterbothom is suffered to issue 
his eulogizing lies about America in volumes, and 
no one attempts to contradict him. Still more, — 
the sectarian Reviewers, the editors of Annual Re- 
gisters, and the opposition members of Parliament, 
are continually reproaching the ministry for not fol- 
lowing; Oi€ wise example of the administration of 
America ; and all this has not brought forth one UI- 
natured, one sarcastic remark, in reply. — But, no- 
thmg can last for ever, and British forbearance must 
have an end as well as every thing else. Truth 
has arisen in the east, and she will continue her pro- 
gress to the west, in spite of the puny resistance of 
the Boston slaves and their " gentleman of high re- 
spectability." 
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Ainerican affairs. — ^The frigate United States is 
waiting at Newport, Rhode Island, for the envoys, 
Messrs. Ellsworth and Davie, whom she is to carry 
to France. In one respect, they will go in a very 
fortunate time ; for, by the time they arrive, their 
brother ambassador, Mr. Murray, will have out- 
lived the Bctavian Republic^ and will, of course, be 
perfectly at leisure to make a visit to Paris. Wlieu 

one 
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one reflects, it b curious enough to observe, that 
tbc principal vessel of war^ one-fifth of the whole 
navf^ that was fitted out to fight against Fnince, is, 
in pkcc of being eraployed in war, converted into 
an engine of pacification [ The Directory (if our 
envoys should find them in their seats) will make a 
peace with them on any terms j they will give them 
mrle blanrhe i I dare say they will promise, in the 
name of the nation, to pay for every farthing's 
worth of spoliations, with as little hesitation as I 
would give a draft on the man in the moon. Their 
situation is such, that they will submit to anything; 
but, were they not quite so low, I would not bet 
two to one that the United States irigate ever saw 
America again, Tliey remember the Insurgenie^m\d 
had they the power to retaliate, be assured they 
I would do it- Nay, as it is, I do not think it would 
te imprudent in captain Barry to take a birth in 
an outer road, and keep a spring upon his cable. 
Though dressed in their penitential weeds, the 
devil may tempt them to stretch out their piratical 
paws. It is related of a Norman thief, that he 
picked his father confessor's pocket, while he was 
giving him absolution ; and our envoys will, I fear, 
find that the penitence of the Directory is very 
mucli of the Norman stamp. 

The President of the United States is arrived at 
Trenton in New Jersey, where are at this time 
assembled all the priiKipal oflicers of the federal go- 
vernment, civil and milltar)^ It has been whispered 
about^ that the President has signified his intention 
of resigning as soon as Congress meets; but, from 
what 1 have been able to learnj the report seems to 
be unfounded. For the President to resign would, 
on many accounts, be extremely unfortunate ; but, 
it would be more particularly so as it would affect 
the relations between this country and Great Bri- 
tain. A dispute unhappily exists now ; the pro- 

ceedmgs 
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ceedihgs of the board of commissioners is already 
a subject of disagreement ; what then will it be, 
when the very existence of that board shall depend 
upon the will of one of the debtors? 

The election of my Democratic JudgCy as Go- 
vernor of Pennsylvania, undeniably the most influ- 
ential State in the Union, has, in iny opinion de^ 
cided the fkte of what has been called Fed^alism. 
The regular returns of this election are not yet pub- 
fished, I reserve myself till they are, to give my 
opinion respecting the chain of consequences which 
will inevitably result from the event. It has uni- 
formly been my opinion that M^Kean would suc- 
ceed, and I have as uniformly asserted, that hi$ 
success would be only a sort of onset in a struggle, 
which will terriiinate in the complete triumph of 
Democracy. I mean a pure (perhaps it should be 
fmpure) Democracy ; not a Democracy that allows 
a man to make his underlings put " honourable'* be- 
fore his name, and " esquire'* after it j but a real 
Democracy, an equality Democracy, where sans- 
culotte slovens shall be-citizen each other till the 
very walls blush at the obscenity. M'Kean, Dallas, 
and Co. have carried their point ; they are got up- 
f)ermost ; but, let them remember, that, in the pro- 
gress of I)emocracy, there are mcmy stages ; every 
stage has its class of leaders, and the sovereign peo- 
ple have too much justice to suffer him who has 
been in the Jirsl clasSy to come also into the last. 
"Chacun a son lour/' as Marat said to Brissot^ 
and I look forward with great confidence to the 
time, when Duanc and CaUender shall occupy the 
spaec nofv tilled by Dallas and M'Kean. 

1 am told, the Federalists, particularly the small 
ones, bear their defeat with Christian-like fortitude. 
They say, that .they /nw^/ submit to the will of the 
majority, which is certainly very tru£y but not veiry 
consoling. Some of them go so far as tq. sav, .that 
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M'Kean will make ** a very good Governor J' I wish 
them joy of him, with all my heart, and if either of 
them should, after a trial, stand in need of a double 
share of his Excellency's paternal watchfulness, I 
will cheerfully give him up mine, w^ithout fee or re- 
ward. 

The Soikreign people have assuredly a right to do 
what they please with themselves ; if they had chosen 
to put themselves under the rule of Lloyd or R^- 
noids^ or even Dallas^ no one %vould have had a 
right to gainsay, A eilizat^ who, according to a 
decree of the Democratic Society, is *^ at once a 
sovereign and a kgislafor^'' may, if he please, sub- 
mit to the authority of the Devil. But, this right, 
great and inestimable as it certainly is, does not 
prevent him from being made a fool and an ass, by 
, some animal of superior sagacity, A striking in- 
stance of the cuiUbUity of the sovereign people is, 
their believing that their choosing M'Kean for Go- 
vernor of Pennsylvania would pitt a slop to the fear- 
ful successes of the enemies qf Republican France ! 
What a mortification must it be to them, to receivcj 
along with the account of M'Kean's triumph, the 
news of the battle of Novi^ and of the surrender 
of the Dutch Fleet ! The intelligence of M'Kean's 
election had not> indeed, reached Europe, when 
those events took place, and, therefore, it is impos- 
sible to say whether they would have taken place, 
or not, if his election had been known there j but, 
I really do not conceive, tliat the certainty of it 
would have arrested the progress of Field Marshall 
Suwarroff, unless, indeed, he had seen M'Keanin 
his military rank, surrounded with the nlighty mi* 
litla of Pennsylvania. It is, in fact, impossible to 
say precisely what effect this election may have on 
the operations of the royal and imperial armies; 
nor is it, indeed, quite certain that tJiey will etcr 
hear of it. 

I sliall 
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I shall now insert two addresses to the people of 
Pennsylvania on the electioni Such pieces should 
not be lost. 



To the Electors of Pennsylvania. — When a can- 
didate for the highest office in the State is presented 
for the public opinion, his character, so far as re- 
Jates to fitness for the station, becomes an object 
of importance, on which every citizen, capable of 
throwing light, would be deficient in his duty to 
liis fellow citizens, if he neglected the opportunity 
before the choice was made, llie ensuing elec- 
tion for a governor of the State of Pennsylvania, 
is one of the most important crises that this State 
has ever experienced : it is to determine whether 
we are to govern ourselves or be governed by fo- 
reigners. There are but two candidates, one of 
whom has given sufficient evidence of his adhe^ 
rence to the principles of liberty, substantiated in 
the constitutions of the United States and of this 
State ; the other has given as pregnant proof that he 
adheres to nothhig but what accords with his own 
interests, nor longer than those interests are sub- 
served by his consistency. So much has been al- 
ready wTitten on the characters of these candi- 
dates, that it would be unnecessary to add to the 
labours of the press, if the writers had brought their 
facts closer together, and given a concise picture 
of Mr. M'Kean's character as it results from them. 

I propose to shew from what has appeared, that 
Mr. M'Kean has been for above thirty years, a 
man inconsistent with himself, var}dng from opi- 
nbns openly avowed, to the contrary, in- repeated 
instances 5 and that he never has maintained any 
opinion, which he has not ia some period of hw 

Eublic life and conduct, directly contradicted-— that 
e has been a >vhig and a tory, a constitutionalist and 
H 2 a repub- 
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a republican, a federalist and an anti-federalist, as 
often as his interest and ambition have rendered 
either of these characters most subservient to 
them. 

Attend to the following fieicts, known to every 
bodV) and the result will be evident : 

The stamp act passed by the British parliament, ^ 
wherein we were not represented, and whereby a j 
large revenue was expected to be collected, was to << 
take effect in 1765. Mr. M'Kean was among the ^. 

number of those, who after some temporizing en 

tared into an opposition to it ; he was a member -rm. 
of that Congress of delegates from most of the then-^^ 
British colonies which met at New York, to take^^ 
measures to procure a repeal of the act, and hi^i 
boasts of weight of influence, and services in that^^ 
body, are well knowTi to all who have heard him fonr ^ 
the last twenty years, spout out his own praise. He^ 
was also an opponent to the declaratory act ot 
1766, wherein after the repeal of the stamp act, th^^ ^^ 
British parliament asserted their right to make laws ^"=^s 
binding to the American colonies in all cases what- :^- 
soever ; and to the act passed the next year (1767,' ■) 
to enforce this assertion by imposing duties on tea — ^ 
paper, glass and painters' colours imported intcr:^ 
America ; and to all the acts passed for raising re — 7 
venue in these (then) colonies by the authority o / 
the British parliament ; these ideas were popular, 
and he joined with the people in the opposition, 
whereby he raised himself to consequence, and 
established a character as a whig, a friend to the 
people, to liberty, and the rights of man. Thus he 
continued until his interest led him to another view 
of things; in 1772, the collector of the customs of 
the port of Newcastle died, and Mr. M'Kean saw 
an office vacant worth from lOOl. to 1 501. sterL 
a-year, which he conceived only waited his asking 
for it. It was in the gift of the governor <rf" the 

• Pelaware 



NOVEMBER, 1999. loi 

Delaware counties in the first instawe, of the 
l^oard of commissioners of the custoo^ at Boston 
in the second, and lastly, of the King, or rather of 
the minister of Great Britain, Mr. M'K^an was 
lawyer enough to know that if he accepted this of- 
fice, he must take an oath to carry the revenue laws 
of Great Britain into execution m their fullest ex- 
tent, according to their form and effect. This how- 
ever, did not prevent him from studyin^^ his own 
emolument ; immediately on the death ci* the col<» 
lector, he sent a messenger to Philadelphia^) re^ 
cjuesting from Mr. James Hamilton, (then goveran 
ing as president of the counsel ad interim between^ 
the departure of governor John Penn, and the ar-^ 
rival of governor Richard Penn,) a commission, a^ 
collector of the customs of the port of Newcastle 
on Delaware : Mr. President Hamilton, exercising 
authority under the crown, no doubt, thought; h^ 
could recommend himself to his superiors by pur^r 
chasing off a flaming patriot with an office, whose 
salary paid by the King, was but 901, a year, and 
therefore immediately granted the commission, and 
under it Mr. M'Kean took the oath of office : by 
this he became a complete tory, that is, a person 
sworn to carry into effect the odious duty of en- 
forcing revenue from the colonies by acts of a parlia- 
ment, in which they were not represented. This 
is not all, Mr. M*Kean received a second com- 
mission from the commissioners of the customs -at 
Boston, who had the general superintendence of 
the collection of the British revenue in the colo- 
nies, and whom Mr. M'Kean had often, while he 
was a whig, branded as an unconstitutional board ; 
under this second commission he again took the 
oath, and was installed collector of the hated dq- 
ties ; and in all probability, he would have been 
obliged to have packed up his all and gone off, 
with the other revenue officers Qf the crowPi on or 
H 3 before 
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before the declaration of independence^ if the King*3 
pleasure notified tlimagh I^ord Norths had not su- 
perceded him by the appointment of another col- 
Jector of the customs for the port of Nawcastlej and 
[taken away his salary of 90K a year, and the con- 
itingent perquisites of 50L or 60!. more. This con- 
[verted him; and he became again a whig, and 
I was appointed a member of the Congress of 1774. 
During that year and 1775, he caremlly observed 
the political weathercock which was then against 
the declaration of independence, until the reception 
I ©f the pamphlet under the title of Common Sense, 
assured him that the moon had changed under a fa- 
vourable aspect, and that the wind was settled in 
that direction, he then also became a settled wiiig. 
It is needless to relate his conduct in Delaware^ Jer- 
sey, and Pennsylvania during the period of British 
invasion ; it will form some curious paragraphs in a 
future history of the revolutionary war, when party 
spirit and party connections, shall hnve so subsided 
and dissolved as that historical truth may be told ; 
wherefore, having established the first asertion that 
Jie has been a whig and a tory, alternately, as it 
I suited his views of ambition and emolument, I 
proceed to the establishment of the second. 
- The first constitution of Pennsylvania was form- 
ed by a convention, composed as that of France 
afterwards waSj of a few designing men, imitators 
, of Cromwellj and each desirous of obtEiining the 
protectorship of the State ; and the mzny, the ig- 
norant deluded tools of the faction, who were 
ready to give all power to their leaders; a letter 
now exists in print, from one Cannon, a school- 
master in Philadelphia^ a man then governing the 
mob, as Marat afterwards did the suburbs St. An^ 
toine of Paris, which was circularly addressed to the 
f lectors of the several counties, recommending to 
them to choose for their delegates to the conven- 
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tion, men of little learning, for that men of general 
or legal knowledge only confounded one another, 
and were unfit for the office of framing a constitu- 
tion ; his recommendation was so well attended to 
in many of the counties, that when the convention 
met, and a committee appointed to draft the form 
of a constitution, reported, it was moved to have 
several copies of it transcribedi that the members 
mi^ht have an opportunity of reading it over at 
their lodgings, to which an amendment was of- 
fered, to substitute the word printed^ instead of 
transcribed -, because a majority of them could not 
read written hand. This motion was carried, and 
the report was printed, and hence the origin of 
prindngall things depending before our public bo- 
dies. This learned convention established the first 
constitution of Pennsylvania, and there was not to 
be found a lawyer whose reputation had been esta- 
blished in Pennsylvania, who would accept the of- 
fice of Chief Justice under it : Mr. M'Kean, then 
little known here, accepted it against his own de- 
cided judgment often expressed, and became a 
constitutionalist, a term of distinction assumed by 
the friends of that form of government, exercised 
by a single legislative branch, and he served the 
party who thus took him by the hand, faithfully, as 
long -as it suited the purposes of his ambition and 
emolument, but no longer. In the course of a few 
years it was discovered that a government of a 
single branch was equally tyranmcal, if not more 
so, than a despotic monarchy; that the passions 
of the many became concentrated, and operated 
with as much consistency and more violence than 
those of an individual, and were more intolerant 
than the limited monarchy from which we had 
emancipated our country ; the supporters of these 
opinions were stiled republicans^ in contradistinc- 
tion from the constitutionalists \ they had waged 
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woniy war in the newsps^rs against each other 
from 1779 to 1786, and in the course of ten years, 
the public opinion became decided in favour of 
republicanism, which in the public mind bore the 
idea of a representative government, divided into 
three branches, elected by and accountable at certain 
fixed periods to the people, by periodical elections. 
In 1786 a project originating in Virginia, was 
hearkened to by many of the other States, who sent 
representatives to Annapolis, in Maryland, to con- 
siaer of some plan to render the federal government, 
then weak, from its composition of all power ii> 
ofie branch, more efficient in its admimstratipQ of 
the affairs of Thirteen States ; this meeting coulcl 
effect nothing ; their defective powers were, how- 
ever, enlarged, and the States more fiilly repre- 
sented, at a meeting the next year (1787) at Phila- 
delphia; when the present constitution of the 
United States was framed and recommended to 
the pe<^le of the several States for consideration, 
a convention of each to be called in the manner re- 
commended. Mr. M'Kean clearly perceiving-^ that 
the tide of popular opinion was coming with a full 
swell in favour of this constitution, suffered himself 
to be carried like a feather along with it, and 
when, in the year following its adoption, the con- 
stitution of the State was proposed to be rendered 
more conformable to that of the United States, he 
deserted his old friends the constitutionalists, who 
had raised him to the Chief Justiceship, w1k> had 
dubbed him with (to use his own expression from 
the Bench) the title of Doctor of Laws, the highest 
dignity attainable in the profession, and became a 
republican. 

The contest about the new constitutions of the 
United States and of this State, at this time, gave 
new names to the contending parties without any 
alteration in their views. The constitutionalists 

were 
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were men who, despising all order in government, 
and contending for an exact equality among men, 
whether rich or poor, learned or unlearned, whe- 
ther wise or idiots, insisted that their representa- 
tives should meet in one chamber, and by a majo- 
rity of persons decide on all acts of legislation ; 
while the republicans insisted that the wiser and 
better part should b^ selected from the people at 
large, and be placed in two chambers with powers 
of negative over the acts of each other, in order to 
prevent that simultaneous effusion of passion which 
a single branch was commonly affected with by the 
impidse of some aspiring demagogue who would 
always by popular flattery be able to insinuate 
hinoself into their good opinion, and become their 
leader, their Cromwell. This difference of opi- 
nion gave new names to the parties, and federa- 
lists was substituted for republicans, antifederalists 
for constitutionalists : while the contest was doubt- 
ful, the latter submitted to the appellation, and even 
assumed the title, but when by the loud acclaim of 
the people the constitutions were ratified, they 
wished to change it, and many arts have been 
tried to bring about a reform — Newspapers have 
been set up and fallen down in the attempt, and 
yet it has not succeeded but in the jargon of the 
party. The antifederalists have assumed the name 
of republicans, but none beside themselves under- 
stand them as meant by it, and it is left to the Au- 
rora and a few of its followers to designate them 
by it ; while the true character of republicans is 
maintained by the federalists, who first assumed and 
always deserved the honoured name : during this 
change of the Shibboleth of party, it was not dif- 
ficult for Mr. M'Kean to turn with the tide ; he 
thought his interest to be, to swim with the cur- 
rent, and he suffiered himself to be enrolled in the 
list of federalists : he advocated the cause of the 

new 
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otv c o c stitu tion of this state with energy ; nay^ he 
^liCMdei) the excesses of those of his compeers who 
lie now calied monarchists, and advocated princi- 
«le$ of inequality among the people which would 
we too tedious to enumerate — ^here he w^s a fede- 
mlist in the extreme, but his services soon passed 
into oblivion^ — he was left to be merely Cliief Jus- 
tice of a single state — ^he was not promoted to the 
bench of the Union — ^he conceived himself neglect- 
ed — he waited the next change of the moon, the 
next turn of tide, in hope that he might meet a fa- 
vourite weed or straw to attach himself to, and flow 
into the port of an higher oflice. The clamours ex- 
cited by Genet and the French party, and by his re- 
porter* Dallas, seemed to him a fit opportunity to 
serve his purpose ; he embraced the occasion, and 
from a firm supjjorter of federalism, he became an 
antifederalist ; and ever since he presided at the 
meeting in the State-House yard, when M 'Ciena- 
chan proposed to kick the British treaty to Hell, he 
has been the most inveterate enemy to the people 
and the government of the United States, wholly 
attached to a foreign nation which has nothing to 
recommend it but the assumed names which he 
has discarded of liberty and republicanism . 

We also find him, at this day, advocating a 
ii;iim of the British government, brought forward 
by their commissioners in favour of the Penn fa- 
luity for quit rents, &c. of near half a million 
jHHinds sterling, and justifying it in a book writ- 
i%*n m\d subscribed"^ by himself This claim is 
hkkhi to be one of the causes of the secession of 
ihe Anunncan commissioners, How the exclu-^ 
Ahv fHiiriots can reconcile this conduct of the 
Chief Justice, (in being thus concerned in a 
iiiviiiiure, to serve a British subject which has 
j4VViU »o injurious to America) with their 

pure 
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pure American principles^ the Republicans know 
not*. 

Fellow-Citizens, This is the hian recom- 
mended to your suffrages as Governor of the State, ^ 
and I call upon all who shall vote for him, to reflect 
witlun their own minds in which of his characters 
they mean to patronise him ; whether as a Whig 
before 1772, a Tory and Custom-house officer in 
1772 and 1773, a timid member of Congress till 
1776, a Constitutionalist from thence till 1787, a 
Federalist of the highest tone from thence till 
1793, or an Antifederalist, a Jacobin, a Foreigner, 
a Frenchman from thence to the present time, and 
now agent for a claim injurious to his country. 

A PENNSYLVANIAN, 



To- the Citizens of Pensylvania. — ^The natural 
effect of unmerited abuse is to excite men of firm 
minds to the manifestation of the grounds of their 
conduct. The stream of obloquy poured out upon 
the friends of Mr. M^Kean, inevitably produces 
such an excitement. The public will see how far 
the republicans have cause for their doubts and 
fears, m case of Mr. Ross's success ; and how far a 
safer course of public conduct may be expected 
from Mr. M^Kean, if elected. 

The objectipns to Mr. Ross, which operate on 
the minds of his opponents, are various, numerous, 
and weighty. They will be offered to the public 
with temper and candour, and will not be sup^ 
pressed on account of abuse or threats. 

The conduct of Mr. Ross, while he was the coU 
league of Mr. Morris in the Senate of the United 
States, is one of t^e causes of distrust in him. It 
will be found that he separated from his able fede^f 

• Thus we see, that, however the two parties might disagree 
in other respects, they were in perfect harmony with respect to 
mthholding the nioney due to Great Britain ! 

ral 



io8 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

ral colleague, and acted on the two sides of the 
same subject, in a curious and uncommon manner. 
He obtained his seat in April 1794, by an union of 
the Western members of the state legislature^ with 
those that were called antifederal in other parts of 
the state. He had obtained that station by accord-- 
ingwith znA promoting the feelhigs and passions of tlie 
opponents of the excise though he was in truth, and 
is a friend to the excise system. It is a matter well 
known to the officers of the excise, and has been 
the subject of official representation since the inapp- 
rection, that Mr, Ross excited the distillers against 
the collectors. He certainly attended one (J Ae 
jneetings of the opponents of the excise, and his 
brother'in4aw Mr. John Woods, now president of 
the state senate, was a deputed member of one of the 
anti-excise meetings, held at Pittsburg, They were 
both lawyers, seekmg practice and popular stafiding. 
It is also a notorious fact, that it has been openly 
avowed in the Western counties, that Mr. Ross 
declared in a public place, he would defend ain/ man 
for nothing, zcho should kill an exciseman. These 
charges against Mr. Ross are no secret. They have 
been known since 1795, and have been unreser- 
vedly mentioned in many places and to many per- 
sons. In the spring of the present year, and beiore 
Mr. M'Kean was fixed on by the republicans, a 
member of one of their committees stated to a 
member of one of Mr. Ross's committees, that Mr* 
Boss's conduct in exciting the Western insurrection^ 
xvas a principal and insiu^mountable objection to him. 
If he had ever so much disapproved of the excise 
system, in ti^uth andsincei^ityy and if he had ever so 
strenuously wrote it down or voted it out, there 
would have been nothing contrary to consistency, 
morals, or law in his so doing ; but to excite to 
prosecution, violence, and death, must be consi- 
dered as highly reprehensible in a friend or enennf 

of 
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of the excise system, and was the worse in him be- 
cause he was a hearty friend to it. This charge 
must be considered as having received afuU confir- 
mation from the nnreseived publication of it so long 
ago as the 20th day of July in the present year. 
No answer, no denial has taken place. Nay, 
though such objections to Mr. Ross were mentioned 
to the Federalists in the beginning of March last, it 
has produced nothing on his part but the confession 
of silence. . He has been openly charged, and he 
stands mz£/e; while his many counsellors and sup- 
jKMters do not venture even to take notice of the 
charge. But how did Mr. M'Kean act upon this 
subject? When persons called republicans, or de- 
mocrats, or Irishmen, or friends of France, were 
brought before him for matters against the federal 
law, j^ short of such acts as those charged to Mr. 
Ross, the Chief Justice, /?rm(y and impartially ad- 
ministered the laws against them. If he, as a 
Juigey had, like the attorney Mr. , Ross, promoted 
the prosecution and even violent death of the offi- 
cers of the Federal government, order and property 
would have received a fatal b4ow. What is the 
consequence f The opix)ncnts to the excise now 
heartily thank the Chief Justice for keeping them 
within the wholesome restraints of law, and of course 
from frirther transgressions, which must have ended 
in ruin to many of them, and the total subversion 
of public order : and some of the Federalists are re- 
viling Mr. M^Kean and supporting the dangerous 
man, which Mr. Ross proved himself to be. It 
w ill be said, that at one meeting of the insurgents, 
Mr. Ross, boldly attended, and laboured to per- 
suade them to submit to the laws. It shoidd he re- 
memberedy that he had then obtained his scat in the 
Senate. He had carried thdX great point ; and w«s, 
no doubt, justly alarmed at the flame that zvas crt- 
0tedy und which he had so largely contribidcdto blow 

tip. 
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vp. But let it be remembered, that the degree of 
violence he spoke of, is so great, that no otiier 
many however warm or rash, is alleged to have said 
any thing so excessive, nor to have done 9X\y thing 
so cruel, llie burning of Gelneral Nevill's houSe 
was far short of killing the general himself: and 
Major Lenox, though taken by the insurgents, 
even after some of them had been killed, escaped 
without suffering the fate indicated for the officers 
of the Federal government by Mr. Ross. The 
knowledge of this conduct alone of Mr. Ross's, 
without any other reasons, is sufficient to decide 
any man against placing the maintenance qf law, 
propertj/, and order in his hands. Let it not be at- 
tempted to menace for expositions like those. That 
will convince no man. They require a ealni exa- 
mination, and a clear refutation. Till that is done, 
conscientious men, who love order and govern- 
ment, will have a right to disapprove of Mr. Ross, 
and zvill exercise that right, though the native Eng- 
lish printer, Cobbett, the native Irish printer, 
Brown, and the native American printer, Fenno* 
(whom the British employ to write against the ad- 
ministration, and whom they call " their ozoUy**) 
should coatinue to pour out their streams of abuse. 

But let us proceed. Though Mr. Ross was 
elected by means of those who at least wished well 
to the French in their efforts against the despotic 
states, yet he took part from the first week with 
those in the Senate, who were of opposite senti- 
ments. But this he did so as not to commit him- 
self He took his seat the 24th of April, 1798. 
On that very day a question occurred, whether the 
Senate should request the President, in a reply to 
be made for them, ^* to assure the French of their | 
friendship and good will, and zvislies for the prosp^ ^ 
rity of their republic.'' Mr. Ross voted against t^ ! 
But in a a few minutes, when it was put in words I 

nearly' 
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nearly fo the same effect, and the yeas and nay^ 
were calledy Mr. Ross voted in the affirmative. 
And yet he is called steady. . 

On the third day of Mr. Ross's senatorsMp, on 
a question to suspend the intercourse xoith England^ 
on accotmt " of her failure to execute the treaty or 
peace, and of her spoliations on our trade," Mr. 
Ross voted against it, but presently when it ap- 
peared, that by the coming in of two Senators on 
the other side it would be proved, by the yeas and 
najrs, that the suspension would be lost by means of 
his vote against the third reading of the bill, this 
firm and steady patriot, and politician, abandoned 
his duty andxoent axvay from the Senate. By this act 
of Mr. Ross the question was supported by 13 
against IS, and the Vice-President, Mr. Adams, 
wa^ forced to commit himself by giving his casting 
negative to the third reading of the bilL It has 
been .suspected an^ alleged, that the party among 
the Federalists, who are enemies of Mr. Adams, 
meant to sacrifice some of his popularity by thus 

Suiting him in the gap, and it is well known that 
Ir. Ross's particular friends tried to get Mr. 
Pinckney elected President, instead of Mr. Adams, 
in 1796. Few young men have ever played a more 
complete game, personal and party, than Mr. 
Ross. 

Soon after Mr. Ross endeavoured to get the pay 
of the regular army increased, though only seven 
could be got to vote for the increase. 

On the 12th of May, upon a petition against fur- 
ther duties of excise, Mr. Ross, who has shewn 
himself a supporter of these very excises, and of 
the system in general, separated nrom his colleague 
Mr. Morris, and from Mr. Cabot, King, Ells-' 
wordi, Izard, Rutherford, Frclinghausen, &c. and 
jcMoed Mr. Burr, Monroe, Jackson, &;c. in every 
question. Mr. Ross abandoned his judgment and 

convictions. 
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convictions, and joined his pretended party ene- 
mies, merely to please a part of his constituents, 
and not because he disapproved of the excise sys- 
tem or those very duties. An honest opponent to 
the excise has a right to his opinion, and is bound 
indeed to vote according to his conscience. But, 
if a man making very high pretensions to sense, 
information and spirit, votes for law foes or public 
officCy against his judgment, even in opposition to 
the excise, the opponents of that system will hold 
him very cheap, and it behoves the friends of fair 
and wise public measures to distrust him. If Mr. 
Ross will act thus in concert with his opponaits 
to procure a i^^kction to the Senate (having to 
stand again in 1796) what will he not do to be re- 
elected Governor, or to go up in the Federal system 
of office, power, and profit. 

Mr. Ross's votes were of the same nature on the 
21st of May, 1794, on the subject of the balances 
of the States. The Federal administration earnestly 
wished that business to go through — ^he pretends to 
the character of their Jirm and uniform friendy ytt 
he voted to bring forward papers (in a settlement 
made, by General Washington's speech, ,^>ia/) so 
as to open the door for long and embarrassing dis- 
cussions. — Mr. Morris, who under all his misfor- 
tunes was, in the Senate, indeed a Federalist ^ voted 
against Mr. Ross, in almost all the cases we have 
mentioned, tvlien Mr. Boss did not fly azvay-^-^. dan- 
gerous step Mr. Morris ever avoided to take. 

On the question to provide even ten gallies to 
d^end our ports from British intrusions ^ they were 
earned, as also the monies therefor, Mr. Morris 
Voting tivice for and Mr. Ross twice agaimt that 
small defence of our trade, when Britain was, the 
aggressor. General Washington had strongli/ re- 
commended preparations for defence ; Mr. Morrij 
supported, Mr. Ross oj)posed the m to the last. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Morris and Mr. Ross divided in May, 1794, 
upon the question of afurtlier assumption of State 
debts by Congress, intended to balance the sun^s 
due from the debtor States, and on the question of 
interest on those balances. Mr. Morris, and the 
federalists in the Senate in general, and the admir 
nistration of 1794, were all against both these 
questions, Mr. Ross for them. Yet it is falsely 
s^d, he is afirmfederalist^ and steady supporter of 
the administration. 

, When we were afraid of a war with Englandi i 
May 1794, Mn Ross was against a small army^' 
lOfiOO men, though now so desirous to see 40 or 
50,(XX) raised. He again separated from Mn 
Morris on this question of defence. He would not 
trust General Washington witli a small force against 
ilie British kingy but is willing that Mr^ Adami 
shaU have a ven/ large one,- besides volunteers. Was 
it antifederalism, or opposition to General Washing- 
ton* $^ adjninistraiion, or anglicism ? Certainly it was 
not Ae effect of federalism. 

On the 28th of May, Mr. Morris and Mr. Ros$ 
again divided, the latter hcingiopposed to providing 
for the interest of debts due to the States, which 
had paid too much in the war, though an honest 
yederfl/ measure. Yitxt^ justice y the most guarded 
public credit y the sentiments of the Corigress^ and of 
his able colleague with the admi?iistration of General 
Washington, were all against Mr. Ross. But this 
singular young man did not mind them all. Yet 
they say he is a steady federalist. On the f?ial 
question to raise a force j^ecommended by General 
Washington in 1794, to he prepared, if Mr. Jay's 
negotiation should not succeed, Mr. Ross opposed, ' 
and Mr. 'Morris co7u:urred in carrying the bill. Ge- 
neral Washington had recommended additional pre- 
parations, in the most solemn manner. Yet Mr. Koss 
is called a steady supporter of government. 

VOL. XI. I Mr. 
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Mr. Ross voted for the carriage tax, of which the 
western counties pay but a trifle, as they keep very 
few, but was against the tax on lump and loaf 
fugar which the rich and good livers use in all 
parts of the State. Carriages are chiefly home 
madey out of our otvn wood, iron, and leather, 
yet Mr. Ross would tax them, and not refined su- 
gars, though they are from foreign materials. This 
li/tle attention to local interests, Mr. Rosa's western 
constituents would be too liberal and just to ap- 
prove. 

It is unaccountable why Mr. Ross on the 5th of 
June 1794, voted against raising a regiment of 
twelve hundred men, for the frontiers, when we 
expected the continuance of the Indian war, and 
feared a disagreement with England. Here again 
he divided from Mr. Morris. General Washing- 
ton, we have observed, had recommended strongly 
some additional force. 

Mr. Ross again separated from Mr. Morris and 
the federalists in the senate on the question of in- 
troducing the regular discipline among the volun- 
teer troops, and others, that should go out into the 
Indian country with a real view to defend our fron- 
tiers, or to commit depredations tinder that cover. 
Expense and bloody Indian wars were eternally 
produced by the irregularities of frontier expe- 
ditions. It was now wished to restrain them. 

On the subject of the bill to provide for the pay- 
ment of the money due to the French republic, Mr. 
Ross again dissented from Mr. Morris, from the 
majority of federalists , and from the views of the 
administration. He kept this course steadily till 
the explosion of the western insurrection, and 
then veered about. [See the Journals from 1794.1 

On the '9th of June Mr. Ross, upon two cjues- 
tions as to a d(fensive force and the discipline ot the 
above-mentioned bodies of our armed citizens, 

dissented 
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dXss^nttdfrom Mr, Morris, from the federalists y aud 
from Oie administration. 

It is not contended that Mr. Morris's opinions 
were at all obligatory on Mr. Ross, but it is very 
clear, that he was deemed an aged and experienced 
friend of the government and constiiiUion, a firm 
and intelligent federalist, friendly to the administra- 
tiofiy and particidarly so to General Washington 5 
yet we see Mr. Ross, a young man, in his maiden . 
session, very generally disagreeing from Mr. Mor- 
vis, from the fcderaLparty, and from the adminislra- 
tion qf Gemral Washington, Yet deceived and un- 
informed, we call him ^ firm supporter of the admi- 
nistration, and a steady man in yt'rfe/-a/ politics. 

It may be asked then, why so many of the fede- 
ralists liked and confided in him. llie answer is, 
that they did not before knoiv his conduct : and that 
Mr. Ross managed to trim his movements very 
dexterously, and to talk federalism out of doors, 
while he opposed it within the Senate. 

We see he is generally in small minorities in bis 
FIRST session, in the year 1794, and those often 
what were caUed ^/^/z-federal, and aA?^/-administra- 
tion. AVhenever his good management required, 
he knew how to make the finesse complete — by a 
sudden absence. A\^e shall see by-and-by, that 
he played this game of absence from federal 
questions, in the most important session this go- 
vernment has EVER seen, for more than nineteen 
weeks. 

AN ELECTOR. 



To the Citizens of Pennsylvania. — rlt has been pre- 
tended by some that Mr. Ross never did interfere 
. improperly in the business of the Excise. Yet it 
has been openly stated in " The History of tlie 
Western Insurrection,' published in 1796, with the 
{author's name, that Mf. Ross engaged, at the 
I 2 Fayette 
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court of 1794, in a plan and agreement for the re- 
moval of the Inspector, General Neville, and the 
collectors throughout the whole Western survey* 
This was a singular act for a friend to the adminis- 
tratioju and its monstrous impropriety is made ma- 
nifest by this fact, that all the officers were conti- 
tinued in their offices, by General Washington, 
or restored to them after the insurrection, which 
had frightened one, or two, into resignations. Mr. 
Ross did make an application for the removal of 
one or mote of these officefs, but none were re- 
moved, nor was any appointed, except unfortu- 
nately one, for his own county of Washington, who 
has since gone 'off with the public money. [See 
iffsfonj of the Insurrection^ 1796, page 64.] It is 
xidl known, tliat it was extremely difficult in many 
places to prevail on persons to accept the excise of- 
fices. In other places it \vas impossible to prevail 
on thcnl to keep those offices. Some, who were 
tenants, were refused the use of rented houses fdr 
offices. In one instance, a federal military officer 
(in Mr. Ross's own county) was forced to with-» 
hold an house he had rented for an excise-office. 
Yet Mr. Ross, who had viewed that riot, who is 
a lawver. knowing his legal tether, and a person 
claiming «> very high federal character, attended to 
form an agreement at Fayette, and contributed to 
that agreemc nt by which a rchole set of federal civil 
officers, m five large counties, were to be removed 
without crime gr neglect. The reason suggested 
by Mr. Ross was, that the people conldnot confide iti 
them. At the head of them was General Johii 
Neville, a man not second to Mr. Ross either in 
^ character, property, morals, ox public service. 
'.'■ ■ Federal Citizens, take care of this young politi- 
cian, who has clambered into posts of honour and 
cnK)lument by su^h means. If^ vou regard steady 

and 
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and candid politics, safe property, aqd orderly con- 
duct, take care of such a man. 

It was a matter of certainty, that the people 
would not submit to officers so marked out for po- 
pular odium and sacrifice by a federal senator ; 
and as the people found those officers were not re- 
moved when Mr. Ross returned from the Senate 
in 1794, it is the less wonder that they fired upon 
one, and burnt the house of another, and thus be- 
gan the insurrection in the following month. The 
proposition for this removal of the constituted autho- 
rities, was brgught forward by Mr. Ross to Mr. Find- 
fey, who declined it. Mr. Findlcy was represented as 
an enemy to the constitution, to the excise, and to 
the administration. What must his enemies say 
aed thifik of Mr. Ross } Is not such a clandestine , 
agreement to remove all revenue officers^ under 
whose jurisdiction Mr. Ross himself was, a most 
clear -^ assumption of executive aufhoritr/,'' and an 
afiarchic proceeding} 

Was Mr. Ross, alojie, a better judge than Presi- 
dent Washington, with the Senate's advice, and the 
secondary executive officers^ with whose depart- 
ment the revenue officers were connected ? — When 
the commissioners (Messrs, Yates, W. Bradford, 
and Ross) made their report, ?iot one complaint 
was preferred against the officers. It is said that 
some were made against Mr. Ross. Let him deny 
it if he can.^ — It is understood that David Bradford 
was at Fayette, and participated in this scheme for 
the removal of the officers. Judge Addison cer- 
tainly did. 

But to sum up all in one shorty clear view — t)ocs 
it not plainly appear, that Mr. Ross, instead of act- 
ing the part of a faithful, orderly citizen in support 
of the Western constituted authorities; and the part 
of a dignified and faithful member of the govern- 

I 3 ment 
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ment (a Senator,) was hanging up all die officers 
to be hated and to be sacrificed^ Persons to whose 
knowledge these things have come xcill not cease 
to be influenced by them against Mr. Ross, whcr 
ther friends or foes to the excise system. 

In the vear 1795, we find Mr. Ross first voting to 
>revent the destruction of the bill for securing a 
X)rtion of land to the French inhabitants of GalHo- 
X)lis ; and on the very next day voting against the 
riW on its final passage. ITie first vote was con- 
sistent with the interests of his constituents; and of 
his estate, but what induced the latter inconsistent 
vote, we cjtfinot say. He knew he might safely 
vote sOy because he would be in a very small mi- 
nority. It is only mentioned to shew his unsteadi- 
ness. 

And again : Mr. Ross, after voting in an amendr 
fnent to protect the Indians, which was much ob- 
jected to by the Western people, absented himself 
from the question on the final passage of the bill. 
It would so appear that he was not present when 
this bill, so unpleasant to them was passed. Mr. 
Ross was in the Senate on the same day, and voted 
upon other questions. 

it would not be right, perhaps, to lajr so much stress 
upon these single facts or absence and finesse, but that 
theyhappenedoften,andinthelastsessionbut one (im- 
portant as it was) Mr. Ross's absences from the Senate 
were extended to almost txcenfy weeks ! In that ses? 
sion, it was well known, that a variety andniunber 
pf very important bills and laws were to be con? 
sidered and passed, ^fliey required an openness, 
firmness, and decision, which Mr. Ross appears to 
have thought might operate against him in his elec; 
tion asgovejnior. Attention or neglect of tf^e mili- 
fiq, consent to or refusal of a regular army^ ships 
.^f the line, frigates, and other vessels of war, Brir 
tish questions, French questions, and American 

quesr 
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questions, were to be voted on. The trials of this 
" countiy were truly serious : its prospects truly alarnv 
ing — ^and Mr. Ross was absent five weeks mik 
leave, and almost fifteen weeks tvithoiU leave ! Yet 
he is called a firm^faithfuly and steady man. He 
sees and appviyoes what the federalists see and ap- 
praoe. But in his first session, he voted, as we 
bave diewn, almost always against them. In the 
important session before the last, wlieii the Senate 
had to act upon the dispatches of Messrs. Pincknejh 
Marshall^ and Gerry y h^fiew the way^ and was ab- 
sent from the-most serious duties that could fall on a 
senator, for almost txventy weeks ! A more palpable 
and unjustifiable great stroke of political finesse 
and manoeuvre was never shewn by any man. The 
Journals of the Senate prove these facts. It is de- 
ceiving their party for liis partisans to pretend^ that 
he is firm and steady. No good can be expected in 
moments of trial from a person, who will thus ma- 
nage and manoeuvre ta^ get into the office of gQ-» 
vemor. The people, will be imprudent ijideedy to 
overlook it. They will remember it is the same 
man who acted so unwarrantably, as we hav^ 
shewn, just before, in the excise business. If 
even party friends would make a cool and candid 
examination, it would clearly appear to themselves 
Aat Mr. Ross has behaved very exceptionably in 
the office of senator on trying questions, and in try-^ 
ing times. He will naturally have other objects of 
ambition and interest, if he should become gover* 
nor, and we may justly expect and fear, that he 
will manage that office to procure them, just as we 
see he has managed his senatorship.* 

AN ELECTOR. 



* Anpther address against Ross has the following passage :-* 
^ Mr. Ross voted in tlw coDventioD of Peansylvania> on the 3d 
of Fcbiuaiy, )790« tt stnhe out of the conslitudoiial regain* 

1 4 tioos 
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DECEMBER, 1799. 

Some Account of a Manuscript found among the Pa- 
pers of a French Emigrant in London^ entitled 
Talleyrand's Descent into Hell.* 

This work appears to have been composed at 
intervals of time, as an English exercise, and par- 
takes of all the vicissitudes of temper which may 
be supposed to have influenced a Frenchman in his 
situation; exiled from his country, stripped of his 

f)roperty, cut off, for ever perhaps, from a beloved 
amily, and only supported under the weight of 
misfortune by the elasticity of a French mind. This 
perfect subjection of the matter and manner of the 
work to the disposition of the author, has produced 
a very extraordmary contexture, and much variety 
of style and entertainment ; sometimes verse, some-» 
times prose — sometimes narrative, sometimes dia-r 
logue, — it pursues its broken course not unfre- 

3uently through meads of flowers, but oftener 
oubling into the wild recesses of romantic hu- 
mour; now prattling with echo in philosophy'^ 

tions about holding offices, the words " who acknoufledges th^ 
«• being of a God, and a future state of rewards a?id punishments" 
tSccpage 84 of Minutes of the Grand Committee.] Samifet 
Sitgrcavcs, Esq. (the rcputpd author of Milo) yoted with Mr. 
Ro»$. Wr. M'Kcan voted against thepn, and for retaiDing 
those words, otherwise we might haye Atheists in office. The 
good old charter, betwcf-n Willidm Penn, and the people, contained 
these ideas to which Mr. M'Kean piously and wisely adhered! 
One person, who voted with Mr. Rosg against retaining thes^ 
words, has been known to say, that ^n all-wise and ajl-power- 
fttl Gqd could not be proved or demonstrated." Mr. Ross's 
friends may pretend to deny this vote of his, but they must 
deny jt (if they do) falsely and wickedly. Let them shew the 
minutes on the election grounds, when they deny it, and their 
daring falsehood will be proved. We must all think with Mr 
M'Kcan, that no person. wLo does not acknowledge a God' 
ihould l)c entrusted vith Qur public offices." 

* '^ri'..'pTovTf%J!^!;*!^^^ "^y ^"^°^> ^^« latcMr. WiL. 
I.XAM CuFFTPN otPbiladclpbiii. ^ 

rocky 
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rocky labyrinth, and then winding its plaintive cur- 
rent among the willows of sorrow, " telling its 
mournful, pitiable tale." 

The author commences his singular production 
with a detail of circumstances which occasioned 
Talleyrand's expedition. The most prominent is 
this : the French Directory, after having ransacked 
history for extravagant examples of villainy, inhu- 
manity, cruelty and madness; after having even 
surpassed those models, and created others still 
more shocking and outrageous ; discovered that 
Hercules, Theseus, Ulysses, and other heroes of 
antiquity, while yet in their mortal bodies, had ab- 
solutely visited the shades below, and returned with 
whole bones and monstrous reputations to their 
country and their friend?. An exploit, so daring 
and so profound, was not barely calculated to in- 
cite surprise in the great nation ; it became the ob- 
ject of their indispensable and passionate emulation: 
it was accordingly decreed by the Directory, that 
this should also be added to the atchievements of 
republican France. The person chosen to conduct 
the perilous enterprise, was Talleyrand the apostate. 
If the devil had a friend on earth, whom it was his 
interest to keep there, it was generally believed 
that he was the man : there was consequently little 
danger of his detention in the dominions of his 
mfernal majesty. On the part of Talleyrand, how- 
ever, a considerable degree of reluctance was dis- 
played, which, by the operation of a few talismanic 
words and a kind of directorial power, was confined 
within the chambers of his own bosom. Nothing 
now remained but to settle the mode of descent ; 
no sibyl to direct his way, no embodied Tiresius to 
bid him welcome. Many expedients were sug- 
gested, none of which on closer inspection were 
deemed practicable. They resolved at length to 
fiend for one of the German magi, who are sup- 
posed 
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posed to excel in iiecromancyj Bnd to entreat his 
aid in the prosecution of their scheme. A descrip- 
tion of the object in contemplation was accordingly 
forwarded to Weishaupt the ilium inatus^ and his as- 
iiistance solicited in the most persuasive terms, 
Weishaupt yielded to their importunities, and agreed 
to Join Talleyrand in Campania, Having met, they 
I journeyed on, hoping to nit^et the sulphureous breath 
]of Avemus at every step* All day they continued 
[their wanderingiij guided only by the supernatural 
[intimations of Wcishaupt's familiar, till the shadows 
]of night began to close around them. The moon 
wasEt the meridian; the moment auspicious, w^hen 
f the necromancer commenced his incantations* Birds 
[of darkness began to flit around them; heavy clouds 
[gathered over their heads, and the earth was felt 
to tremble, as Weishaupt muttered his potent spell, 
[On these holy rites, fate has intersposed her curtain, 
and blotted out the pages w^hich ought to succeed. 
We lament the loss of this part of our author the 
: more, as a description of the best way of going to 
|liell,now-a'days, must have been highly entertaining, 
[One circumstance strikes us very forcibly; as it 
seems to argue the defection of the conjuror; no 
. Weishaupt is mentioned in any of the succeeding 
L pages in owr possession, and the hero of the great 
I nation is left to prosecute his infernal peregrina- 
Itions alone. We are therefore authorized to sup- 
[pose, that this adept in mischief, not wishing to 
participate in the danger he had allotted to Talley^ 
rand, led him to the brink of the precipice, delivered 
Lhim into the hands of the great enemy of mankind, 
and withdrew^ hims<^lf, safe and sound, from the 
I honour and responsibihty of so hazardous an under- 
[taking. 

With what species of *' diplomatic skill" Tal- 
Ifcyraiid prevailed on Charon to ferry him over the 
|csable waters^ is not kjiown i ibr^ wtiere the letters 

iigain 
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apn begin to brighten into form, we find the Mi- 
nister ami Cerberus about to commence a nego- 
- tiation. This part seems so charmingly managed 
by tf^e poet (for here he is a poet) that we shall 
transcribe it tor the amusement of our readers. 

The triple .monster from his hellish bed, 
Rous'd as he heard the limping hero's tread^ 
Rosh'd to his kennei door, to tal^e his stand. 
Shook his threte heads, and growl'd this stem demand : 
Whence and what art tliou, execrable fool i 
What boatman brought thee o'er the Stygian pool ? 
Where is thy passport ? where thy golden bough ? 
What climate breeds such crooked things as thou ? 

To these interrogations Talleyrand could not 
listen . without emotion : he felt the blood with- 
draw itself from his extremities, and flow all cbl4 
and curling into the very centre of his heart. Some 
time elapsed before the work retrieved its loco- 
motive faculty ; but at length the petrifaction be- 
gan to dissolve, and his tongue was again loosened 
firom its fear bound captivity. His ^^ diplomatic 
^ill," that powerful charm which bad unnerved so 
many nations, he had taken care to bear about him, 
and now, when perils crowded on him, he b^gan 
to shake it up for *use. He thus addressed the 
porter of hell:— 

Ah ! Cerberus, I love thee from my heart ; 
So kind and gentle in thy way thou an ! 
How meek thy mien and musical ihy voice ! 

Thy tail 'tis true but then a tail's thy choice. 

It kills my heart to see a beast so brave. 

With many heads and every one a slave* 

When shall J see your lady-bitch, good now : 

(The breed's a most prodigious breed I vow 9 

And e'er to t'other world 1 journey up, 

Methinks IMl ask the devil for a pup. 

In " peace and safety*' might my masters snp|^ 

With such a dog to guard their palace floor) — I Aside,} 

The 
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The minister now paused, not without some un- 
certainty touching the disposition of the centinel ; 
to dissipate every doubt, Cerberus opened his 
chaps, " and loud and long the dog or midnight 
howl'd." The fears of Talleyrand were, moreover, 
considerably invigorated, as he perceived the mon- 
ster raise up his hinder parts which were before ga- 
thered within the den; and he endeavoured to 
make good his retreat ; uttering, as he backed off, 
these words : — 

Excuse me, Citizen Dog, I've got no sop, 
As I'm alive ; no honey, not a drop : 
But let me pass, and I'll delight to tell 
How kind a devil is the dog of hell. 

Cerberus shook himself from his litter, and de- 
manded once more, in the most terrific tone, the 
name, country and quality of his visitor. The poor 
fugitive, too much alarmed to think of any other 
expedient, dropped on one knee and made the 
following reply : 

Talleyrand, I beseech you, Cerberus, not to be 
hasty in your proceedings. I will inform you on 
the several subjects of your inquiry, if you will 
listen patiently to what I have to say. — My name 
is Talleyrand, my country is France, and I am the 
envoy extraordinary of that nation to the Directory 
of this. You have unquestionably heard of our 
great revolution, are well acquainted with its prin- 
ciples, and no doubt feel an interest in their success. 
You, yourself, Cerberus, are the slave of a tyran^ 
nical master, and it would be the proudest^* deed of 
my life could I set you free. In France the very 
canaille have risen to the highest honours of the 
state ; and even at this moment, a monster, like 
yourself, is at the head of our political administra- 
tion. I cannot see why the adoption of the same 
principles should not produce the same effects here ^ 

nor 
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nor can I, for my life, find any reason which would 
reduce Cerberus's hopes of dominion below those 
of Pluto. 

Cerberus, Rise, Talleyrand, your excellent qua-^ 
lities have made you denr to Cerberas. I sit in the 
mouth of my den and listen to the wailing of many 
a ghost, wandering on the other shore, whose car-^ 
case yru have given to birds and beasts of prey. — - 
The brdve republicans have rendered trifling, and 
beneath attention, every villain of antiquity, whose 
name till now, has been embalmed -with infamy'; 
and you, my friend, are a thousand times more in- 
fernally glorious than a Brutus or a Cataline, an 
Harmodius or an Aristogiton ; nay, even, than the 
robber Procrustes, or the Ephesian Erostratus. The 
project of fraternizing hell, is most certainly worthy 
of its great inventors ; and, that we may discuss 
this point with more security, suppose we retire into 
my kennel ; I assure you on the honour of a dog, 
you have nothing to fear. 

"^ Talleyrand, Never shall distrust assail the breast 
of Talleyrand, while he can thus fly, with fraternal 
confidence, into the arms of his beloved Cerberus. 

Here the fraternal hug is given, and Talleyrand, 
overcome by the vehement affection of his brother 
beast, fallSj deprived of motion, and almost of life, 
at the threshold of his den. — While he thus lay 
wrapped in insensibility, the newly illuminated 
Cerberus went off" at a dog-trot, returned with his 
tliree mouths freighted with the waters of Styx, and 
emptied them, with the utmost solicitude, full in 
the face of the entranced adventurer. However 
this act of kindness might have conduced to his re- 
animation, certain it is, that no' touches of grati- 
tude were generated by it in Talleyrand. His re- 
vivifying pangs found the most piteous uttcrautx'. 

He 
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He exclaimed against his persecuting destiny ; poured 
out torrents of maledictions on the Directory j and 
imprecated a thousand curses a piece oa the three 
heads of his tormentor. No epithet of abuse was 
severe enough for his purpose. lie called jbuyaa 
" a treacherous, misbegotten hound ;"^' the be^ir 
of darkness;" — " an unwholesome, shajg;-eared 
monster;" — ^^ a mountain of mischief," ahcf " the 
great Jeffersonian Mammoth." Poor Cerberus 
bore all this like a good dog, and endeavoured, 
with the most winning concern, to deprecate his 
wrath. 

Cerberus. Weep not, good Talleyrand, weep 
not at this misfortune. The embrace of which 
thou complainest should rather be received as a 
proof of love, than an evidence of malice. There 
is not a fibre in thy system, but is the busy witness 
of my esteem, and yet thou rebellest a£;ainst thine 
own nature. Come, . come, be pacined ; surely 
Frenchmen should not murmur, when those are 
silent who have suffered the lustful grasp of thy 
master. He indeed squeezes with a vengeance.. 
Think of those nations, that, clasped in his fond 
arms, have felt their heart's blood ooze from every 
pore ; and breathed their last sigh under -the pres- 
sure of his tenderness. Think ot these, and let thy 
lamentations be turned into songs of joy, and thy 
angry frown into the nod of pardon. 

Talleyrand. Vile slave, will all your precious 
nonsense set my fractured ribs ? will it charm my 
aching body into quiet ? Oh ! fool that I was, to 
trus^ my poor frame among the paws of such an un- 
heard-of traitor ! I may have a whole bone or two 
about me, but none from my hips upwards, that's 
most certain. What a comely thing I shall be, 
too, if I recover ! I am not an Atlas, to bear a 
world, but I shall seldom be seen without a moun- 
tain on my shoulders. If my breast bone comes 

forward. 
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forward, as I expect it will, poverty cannot be 
aiiKmg the evils of my life, for no one can say Tal- 
leynnd lacks a/tiff chest. But the chief advantage 
I shall enjoy from this fraternizing sport will be the 
ioDumerable excrescences that will grow out of my 
soldered fragments ; every bone-knot as large as — 
my hoot at least. — 

May aB the aches that mortal ever felt 
Gnaw on the joints of those who sent me hither: 
And, Ruthless doc, to pay the debt I owe thee, 
May discord set thy shaggy heads at war. 

There is something uncommonly beautiful in this 
^>eech of Talleyrand, particularly in the conclu- 
sion, where his final curses are thrown into blank 
?erse, in order to render them more striking and 
terrible. He was not, however, so shockingly 
handled as his fears at first suggested. He got 
upcMi his feet (with some difficulty to be sure) 
walked a turn or two, and at length made overtures 
of reconciliation to his new acquaintance. These 
were accepted ; and he was suffered to depart on 
his mission, after promising, that on his return, he 
would spend some time with Cerberus, and teach 
him to sing the Carmagnole, Ca-ira, and Marseilles 
hymn. 

llius released from the jaws of Cerberus, Tal- 
leyrand hurried on his v^^ay, supported by some un- 
seen power, which still urged him forward. Scarcely 
had he passed the tribunal of Midas, when he saw 
at some distance before him, a sullen, discontented 
spectre, apparently waiting his approach : this was 
no other than the shade ot his friend Egalite, the 
murderous Orleans, who, as I'alleyrand drew nigh, 
thus addressed him : ^' I am permittc^d to a mo- 
mentary respite from agony, that I may disclose to 
thee, Talleyrand, the miseries of hell; follow." 
Though an unnatural courage was given to the mi- 
nister, that Jiis intellect might not be overpowered 

bv 
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by the lighter horrors of the place, yet Aere were 
.moments, when this sustaining influence fbrsook 
him, and all that can blast the sense, or harrow up 
the soul, was suffered to have its full effect upon the 
guilty adventurer. He had, during the laconic 
speech, surveyed the features of his departed bro- 
ther in evil, and scarcely recognized a single trait, 
so distorted were they with the anguish of his suf- 
ferings. But when the phantom ceased, and with 
an awfiil and mysterious wave of his withered hand, 
beckoned him away, his soul died withiii him. 
Another summons was repeated before he was ena- 
bled to proceed : he muttered an ejaculation of re- 
morse, and went on. 

They had now reached the borders of PhlegethoD, 
and the adamantine gates of the Vast Profound 
were displayed. The confused din of tortured 
souls rushed upon their ears; scenes of Gorgon 
terror flashed on Talleyrand's sight ; and he was 
again well nigh sinking into that state of mental 
suffocation whence he had so lately emerged. As 
they stood on the portal, and their eyes wandered 
through tlie gloom, suddenly the groans and lamen- 
tations of the agonized wretches within, were 
hushed; a pale illumination shot up from below^; 
and from the middle of the unfathomable abyss was 
sebn slowly to rise a vast and fiery globe, upborne, 
like a bubble, on the vapours, which perpetually 
ascended from the nether regions of the deep. 
Fluctuating from side to side, it rose higher and 
higher, till it became stationary, directly opposite 
the place to which Talleyrand had been conducted 
bv his insubstantial guide. He had now fortitude 
sufficient imparted to him, to survey with tolerable 
composure this fearful apparition : and he discovered 
it to be a shell of transparent, but solid fire, through 
which every thing passing in its capacious concavity 
was perfectly visible. Thousands of wietched 

forms. 
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forms, goaded by a thousand deadly impulses, 
^ere seen tumultuously rushing on each other. with 
a fiuy never to be appeased ; hate, discord, envy^ 
malice, jealousy, revenge, anarchy and murder, 
directed with demoniac exultation their firantia 
deeds; and it seemed to be a world, in which 
every dreadful passion and propensity that disturb 
the repose of mankind, was turned loose to riot in 
ineffectual slaughter and eternal misery. 

The silence was now broken by Talleyrand'if 
gmde, who very naturally supposed the envoy was 
impatient for an explanation of what was passing 
before him. 

" You behold," said he, " the punishment ap- 
pointed for your revolutionary countrymen. In this 
Tegioti of retribution, all those who indulged theif 
vicMUs inclinations to the subversion of order in 
France ; who fed on the spoils of innocence, and 
sated their blood-craving appetites with human 
carnage ; who overturned the altars of their God, 
and laid waste the happiness of a nation, are 
doomed for ever to writhe under the consequences 
of their enormities ; to be at once. the murderer and 
the victim ; and to feel, while they dispense, all 
the varieties of cruelty which their abandoned spirits 
bad suggested, ere they were precipitated from the 
world above. Philosophers, who all their lives 
ha\^ been pursuing an imaginary something, a de- 
lusive phantom, are here plunged into the dreadful 
reality; and are continually suffering the pangs of 
dissolution, without the alleviating hope of eternal 
deep. Woefully are those mistaken who imagine 
fiat death is no more than a state of quiet forgetftil- 
oess ; who suppose no after-reckoning will call them 
to a strict and awful question on their earthly ca- 
reer. Life is the allotted state of purification 
.ipobcfein the soul must divest herself of the evils of 
hsman nature, subject her propensities to the ir- 

VOL. XI. K corruptible 
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corruptible ^ill of divine afiection, and so harmo* 
nize her wishes as to be herself her own heaven of 
never tailing delight. But if she passes the irre* 
ifieable gates ^ with all her imperfections on her 
bead ;" if the burning tooth of« accursed desire con* 
f inues unqucnched, sind hungers after its forbidden 
morsel, in this pbce it rages'with increasing fury, 
rnd is her never-dying worm of torment-: for ait 
tilings entering hero are eternal, and^change is ne- 
ver iMown." 

During this discourse, TalIe\Tand had with^rawD 
his eyes firom the terrifying prospect, and fixed 
them wkh stupid horror on the void of darkness; 
he now lifted them to the mangled countenance of 
bis conductor, and beheld it, in all its ghastliness^ 
tinged with the sulphureous emanations of the in- 
femal orb. He shrunk into himself^ and the ghost 
of Orleans proceeded : " Miserable fool that I am, 
I too have been the slave of passion, and the conr 
£ummator of mjr own destiny. — ^Yes, Talleyrand, 
to the bosom ot that perdition am I doomed to re- 
tarn, when at your departure the date of my respite 
shall expire. Wonder not to hear these sentiments 
from the mouth of Orleans ; a perfect consciousiiess 
of the pleasures they have sacrificed, and the heinous 
nsiture of the crimes they have committed, is 
among the sharpest curses which hell has awarded 
to the wicked. In the midst of all my frantic out?- 
rages, remorse is my constant companion. She 
preys on my quivering vitals which grow beneath 
he/ devouring fahgs.' He had scarcely uttered 
these words when Talleyrand observed himself to 
be involved in shadowy and heard the whizzing of 
wings in rapid Hight above his head. The fieodfi 
were conveying another ghost to la Place 4t Ja 
Revolution. The flame closed over him for eyejrj 
and he was instantly welcomed v^i^ an Imndr^ 
burning daggers in his bosoiq. Ps^ned ,tQ. mad^ 

ness» 
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ness, he returned the salutation, and mingling in 
the uproar, was soon lost in the indistinguishable 
rout. " What you have just witnessed," said Or-^ 
Jeans, " was the apotheosis of Tone the Irish 
rebel; he has contrived to make his way here 
without the hangman's aid ; and as a French citizen 
and labourer in the cause of destruction is now 
finally deposited among his brethren." 
- Talleyrand now discovered many of his old co- 
mates, whose visages were not totally obliterated. 
Robespierre, Danton, Brissot, Marat, Condor- 
cet, and the Orator of the Human Race, were 
among the number. The distinction of Cordelier 
and Jacobin, appeared to be altogether forgotten ; 
those ties which on earth bound some of them to- 
gether in one deadly interest, were broken ; and 
each perturbed spirit became a fury of vengeance 
to his brother. But amid this throng of republicans 
and philosophers he looked in vain for Mirabeau, 
and ventured, in a tremulous voice, to ask his 
guide in what manner his earliest and dearest asso- 
ciate was disposed of For him, replied the ghost, 
has been reserved a deeper and heavier perdition. 
He is now suffering in the hidden cells or aneuish, 
the Ver)'^ sight of which would stiffen all thy joints 
with horror. In the entrails of yonder rock which 
rises from that ocean of liquid fire whose waves 
never sleep, is the home, the last dreadful home of 
Mirabeau, — Mirabeau, who^e sacrilegious pur- 
^ses were conceived in darkness, and brought 
torth in blood ^ whose crimes were more numerous 
thaki the fiends which surround thee, more remorse- 
.fess than the 'bosom of Alecto ; whose corrupt heart 
rotted in its own impurity ; who died blaspheming ; 
and to honour whose pestilential remains, the ashes 
-of a virgin saint Were torn from their hallowed rest 
«d ^c&ttered to the winds of heaven. Nor is Mi- 
JCri>daua solit^ su^erer: Voltaire, and all those 

K 2 whose 
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whose bodies pollute the holy shrine of St. Gene'- 
vieve, with the apostate priests and bishops, art 
there racked on the excruciating wheel of hopeless 
despair. 

After a momentary silence, the mingling yelb of 
"p^aricd torture burst from their confine, a black 
whirlwind sw6pt along the gulph, and the fatal orb 
moved from its station. As it gradually descended, 
Talleyrand followed it with his eyes till it was lost 
in utter darkness. The gates, self moving, now 
closed the terrific scene, and left the minister to 
ruminate on the wonders of the place, as his guide 
conducted him, silently, towards the palace of 
Pluto. They soon arrived in sight of those delight- 
ful fields where the great and good repose in endless 
felicity. "When come to the residence of the Prince 
of Darkness, Egalite was dismissed, and Talleyrand 
was delivered over to the shade of Dulan, the im- 
fortunate Archbishop of Aries. Different, indeed, 
were the objects of Talleyrand's contemplation, as 
he passed along the flowery banks of Elysium, from 
those he had witnessed on the borders of Phlege- 
thon. Pure rills gushing from their rose-fringed 
fountains, " on orient pearls and sands of gold," 
bubbled along in mazy wantonness ; thousands of 
cool and pleasant arbours rose, in blooming tufts, 
on every side : — ^Not a grove but had some new and 
captivating beauty ; not a mead but was impurpled 
with the violet or flushed with the carnation : — -The 
voice of ecstacy warbled from every bush; the 
smile of celestial joy glittered on every counte- 
nance: — " The scene shone bright with bliss;" 
and eyery tiling seemed to give evidence that it 
was the " Place 

" Where mischiefs never fly, cares never come 
With wrinkled brow, noi anguish, nor disease, ' 
Nor malice forky-tongucd." 

As 
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As our anthor, in this part of his performance, is 
rather interesting, it is with pleasure we lay it be- 
fore our readers. It may be considered as no unfa* 
Vourabie specimen of his seirious poetry. 

There, rage no storms ; the sun diflFuses there 
His temper'd beams, thro* skies for ever fair. 
There gentler airs, o'er brakes of myrtle blow, 
Hills greener rise and purer waters flow ; 
There bud the woodbine and the jes'raine pale, 
"With every bloom that scenrs the morning gale ; 
While thousand melting sounds the breezes bear» 
In silken dalliance, to the dreaming ear, 
And golden fruits, mid shadowy blossoms, shin,e. 
In fields immortal and in groves divine. 
As onward, through the joyful plains he goes, 
Th* apostate priest no touch of comfort knows. 
The kight of sainted souls in pleasure laid. 
By ev'ry stream, and blessM in every shade, 
Joys which his guilty soul must never share, 
His spirit plung d in comfortless despair. 
E*en then when mcm'ry shevv'd his every sin^ 
When all was darkness a.;d remorse within. 
His martyr guide directs his trembling eyes 
To wlicre his monarch's peaceful retuge lies ; 
Where in the centre of a blooming wood. 
Immortal Louis rests, the mild and good. 
A crown he wore, by angel fingere made ; 
Around his head celestial glories play'd ; 
In wreathes of light his radiant limbs were drcst. 
And transpon harbour'd in his holy breast. 
Close by his side, in beauty's pride, was seen, 
His life's last thought, his gentle, ftiithful Queen ; 
In bowers of bliss, like the first pair, they play. 
Or, hand in hand, pursue their flow'ry way. 
A sight like this, to keener pangs consign'c! 
The quivering texture of his blasted nniitia ; 
When thus his guide 2 ** Behold that lovely pair, 
Whose lives were faultless as their lot is fair ; 
Whose inn'cent blood by ruffian hands was shed, 
Who called no curses on their murderer's head : — 
These were thy Sovereigns, Priest; the blood of these 
No charms can silence, and no prayers appease ; 
It mounts, like incense, to the eternal throne, 
And brings the judgments of th' Almighty down* 

K 3 Quick 
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Quick flies thc.time, the rapid hours advance 
That wing the dreadful destiny of France : 
tier race, her horrid race of crime is run ; 
Beneath th' horizon sinks her bU:ody sun j 
The doud-huilt tun :ts of her pride decay ; 
Their evening crimison fades in gloom away ; 
' Fierce portents blaze, and to the world declare 
The l^t sad night of Anarch's fell career. 

The time has been, ere scribbling knaves began 
To claim more rights tlian God design'd for man ; 
Tp teach mankind that passion never strays ; 
That human nature's just in all her ways : 
That Christian laws are ludicrously nice, 
And sweet, oh ! sweet's the downy bed of vice ; — 
Ere convict thieves, at their own fate amaz'd, 
Were from the gallows to the pulpit rais'd ; 
Ere, in the face of guilt- annoying day, 
The mother playM to shew her child the way ; 
Ere the son pluck'd the lioary faiher^s beard ; 
Ere beegars reign'd, and beggars* truUs were fear'd ;r- 
While raris, yet, could plead her virtuous ten. 
And prayers sincere were mutter'd now and then :-— ^ 
The time has been, that gave the rustic ihfong 
Their evening ballet, and their morning song. 
E'en Paris, then, her harmless joys could boiast j 
Who was most upi ight, then, was honour'd most ; - 
And no vile blush our grateful cheeks o'erspread 
To ask a blessing on our Monarch's head. 
In those good days it was not strange to bend^ 
With cordial friendship, o'er a bleedipg friend ; 
To see a foe in cureless anguish lay. 
And smoothed his pillow as he pavss'd away. * ' 
Then, want was fiiri}ish*d with the means to live, 
For men had hearts to feel, and hands to give ; 
Then wealth dispensed what happinew it could» 
To taste the luxury of doing good : 
Then beauty wept at sympathy's commancj^ 
And love was then no stranger in the land. 
Tell me, false Autun, what has France obtaln'd 
In lieu of these ; what great advantage gain'd. 
With all your new illumination fir'd, 
With licence bless'd, with sacrilege inspired ; 

Wit 
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With venerable piles in ruin laid. 
By village tales the wood god's dwelling made ; 
With ail. the Kamlet'a swcci delights o'erthrown ; 
With ^flocks undone, and" pious pastors flown » 
With knaves carousing where the poor were fed ; 
With ev'ry gen'rous, social virtue dead ; 
With all these hlcSNings a(!cled to your store,— 
Say, are you beitcr, happier than beftife ? 

We are sorry the extent of our plan will hot suf- 
fer us to give the wholQ- of this passage ; but we 
will select from it that part which particularly re- 
fers to America, After Talleyrand became assured 
of the final triumph of Great Britain, and of the 
restoration of monarchy in France, he was soli- 
citous to know in what manner the difFerencfe with 
America would terminate ; as he had still hopes of 
getting a crop from her, before he sliould be obliged 
to resign the task, of renting out the globe to omer 
hands. It was true, she had been kicked and 
bruised with too Httle ceremony, and it was said ^ 
she was preparing to kick in her turn ; but this re- 
port seemed to Talleyrand rather problematical, in- 
asmuch as she ha.d been cuffed for many years with- 
out resentment, complaint, or even a murmur. He, 
however, wished to try if her back was absolutely 
up, whether, a little affected humiliation, and sor- 
row for the past, would not happily restore him once 
more to her confidence. Dulau answers : 

Go, more than demon, go, resume thy art : 
Go, plead repentance, and a contrite heart ; 
Go, let afection glitter through a tGiir ; 
Go, proffer peace ; — the peaceful land will hear. 
While sordid commerce hugs her mangled trade ; 
While puhlic fame -a slave to gold is made ; 
While thefts and insults only touch the breast 
With grief for some and hope to save the rest, 
Tho' but two fractions of the whole remain. 
Who pleads for peace will never plead in vain. 
Go, for Columbia waits, with anxious eyes. 
To see thee smile, an easy» willtxig prize: 

K 4 The 
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The gates of Janus there are ever barr'd ; 

Thou'rt sure to triumph, though the terms are lunl. 

And when the flattering league of friendship's made. 

When every little fear m peace is laid ; 

When, wrapp'd in specious rest, they bless their lot» 

The future fair, and all the past forgot, 

Then cut the mounds of fa£lion*8 lawless flood. 

And drench another land ia tears and blood. 

Infatuate men, ah ! what avails your hoast^ 

Your rising navy, and your guarded coast. 

Your hosts of patriot youth, in arms array'd: — 

*Tis, all, the wretched shadow of a shade. 

For soon the spoiler comes ** with wanton wiles, 

With quips, and cranks, and nods, and wreathed smiles, '• 

Disarms your vengeance, stays the lifted blow. 

And lays your freedom and your honour low. 

So the poor girl whose bold seducer flies 

With steps too rude to seize the virgin prize, 

Frowns on the wretch who dar'd invade her charms. 

And all her injur'd feelings rush to arms: 

But soon retum'd, he drops an artful tear, 

And pours his plaintiv;: sorrows in her ear. 

Till treacherous love admits the wily cheat. 

And st«*mps her ruin and her shame complete. 

So Satan once with '* diplomatic skill,*' 

R u s H'd through the tangles of tlie sacred hill, 

Beguild'd the truth oi AdartCs honest mind, 

And nailM the yoke of mischief on mankind. 

In&tuate men 1 while clouds invest the air. 

You fondly dream to-morrow will be fair: 

Still careless on the ^me dull road you stray, 

Nor heed the stormy dangers of the way ; 

With you die frolic and the feast is found, 

The chariot rattles an4 the glass goes round : 

You still can truck your \^ares, and go to bed 

Witl^ some new speculation in your head ; 

Still strut the 'Change with haberdasher pride ; 

Still count the profits, and the gain divide ; 

Still take the break^cist paper, and explore 

The advertising columns o'er and o'er ; 

Anl, if the tale, should meet your listless glance, 

Of some new land a prey to bfoody France, 

You still can look at home, with vast contei^t, 

Ap4 un4erwrit)e t^ «IeUib for one per cent. 

Sue 
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Such vT^s the prophetic spirit of our author when 
engaged in this truly curious little work. And 
what can we say of his predictions? are they not 
the offspring of a sickly imagination brooding over 
its own misfortunes ? meteors of a stagnant mind, 
the victim of a sedentary life? Surely, surely, 
America, after her long suffering, is not at last to 
be dragged into the vortex of revolutionary miser)^ 
And y^t 
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To the Subscribers to this Gazette *. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably to my notification, made by adver- 
vertisement, on the 11th ultimo, I now address to 
you the fareiaell Tounber of Porcupine's Ga- 
zette. 

Remembering, as you must, my solemn promise 
to quit Pennsylvaioia, in case my old democratic 
Judge, MACK KEAN, should be elected Go- 
vernor ; and knowing, as you now do, that he is 
elected to that office, there are, I trust, very few 
of you, who will be surprized to find, that I am no 
longer in that degraded and degrading State. 

My removal from Philadelphia to New- York 
would certainly be sufficient apology for the sus- 
pension of my paper from the 26th of October 
(when the last number was published) to. this time ; 
and, were I inclined to resume and continue it, I 
am persuaded it would, by the far greater part of 
you, be honoured with a welcome appropriate to 
the return of an absent friend ^ but, the renewal of 
this intercourse between us, pleasing as it would 

be 

* This was published at New- York. 
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be to me also, under other circumstances, cannot 
take place, either now or at anv future time. 

My Gazette, Gentlemen, instead of being a 
mine of gold to me, as it has generally been sup- 
posed, has never yielded me k farthing of clear 
profit, and, therefore, in laying it down, I lose 
nothing but a most troublesome and weighty burthen. 
I must confess, however, that this consideration was 
no inducement to the step I have taken. Gain was 
never, in any situation of life, a primary object with 
me. The other branches of my business enabled me 
to support the loss incurred by' the publication of my 
paper, and it was my intention, even after I had 
folly ascertained and sensibly felt the Unproductive- 
ness of it, to continue it till the month of March 
1^01 ; but, as this intention was -founded entirely 
on my persuasion of the public utility of the conti- 
nuation, it fell, of course, the moment that per- 
suasion was removed from my mind. 

I began my editorial career with the presidency of 
Mr, AdamSy and my principal object was to render 
his administration all the assistance in my power. 
I looked upon him as a stately, well-armed vessel, 
sailing on an expedition to combat and destroy the 
fatal mfluence of French intrigue and French prin- 
ciples, and I flattered myself with the hope of ac- 
companying him through the voyage, and of par- 
taking, in a trifling degree, of the glory of the en- 
terprise; but h6 suddenly tacked about, and I 
could follow him no longer. 

For zjirst-rater, like Air. Adams, to beat up in 
the very teeth of former maxims, professions, and 
declartitions, might, for aught I knew, be not only 
safe and prudent, but magnanimous also in the 
sublimest degree ; but, for a poof little cock-boat; 
like me, rigged only for a right forward course, to 
attempt tp imitate the adventurous manoeuvre 
would have been tlie very extreme of vanity and- 
:..: presumption^ 
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presumption, while, on the other hand, to continue 
my course (done would have been dangerous, use^ 
less and absurd ; I. therefore waited for the first fair 
opportunity to haul down my sails, to lie to, and 
quietly to contemplate the .retreating commodore, 
surrounded with my more versatile companions, 
whose happy construction enabled them to yield 
obedience to every signal and to trim tp every 
breeze. 

While, however, I most heartily congratulate 
ray brethren on the pliability of their principles, 
and the consequent respectability of their situation; 
while I, admiring, behold with what speed and 
address they retface their route, and congratulate 
them on the approach of the time when they are to 
receive a pardon from the much-abused Talleyrand 
and the otner rulers of the yet dear sister republic ; 
while I thus cordially bestow on them my congra- 
tulations, there are some few things, on which I 
humbly presume, I may be permitted to congratu- 
late myself. Yes, I must congratulate myself on 
having established a paper, carried it to a circula- 
tion unparalleled in extent, and preserv^ed this cir- 
culation to the last number, without the aid of 
any of those base and parasitical arts, by which 
patronage to American newspapers is generally ob- 
tained and preserved ; — I congratulate myself on 
having, in the progress of this paper, uniformly 
supported, with all my feeble powers, the cause of 
true religion, sound morality, good government 
and real liberty ; — I congratulate myself on never 
having, in a single instance, been the sycophant of 
the Sovereign People, and on having persisted, in 
spite of calumny, threats, prosecutions and violonce, 
worn the one side, and of praises, promises, and 
caresses, fronr the other — in spite pf the savage 
howUngs of. the Sans-Culottes and the soothing 
serenades of the Federalists (for I have heard 

both 
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both under my window) 5 — I congratulate myself ort 
having, in spite of all these, persisted in openly 
and unequivocally avowing my attachment to my 
native country and my allegiance to my king ; — and, 
with still greater pride I congratulate myself on be- 
ing the first, and, perhaps the only man, who, since 
the revolution, has, in open court, refused to take 
shelter under the title of citizai, and demanded 
justice as a subject of Kin^ George ,; — finally, I con- 
gratulate myself on having the entire approbation 
of twcry man of sense, candour and integrity, the 
disapprobation of every fool, the hatred of every 
malignant whig, and the curse of every villain. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obliged 
And most obedient servant, 

WM. CODBETT. 



RUSH and his,;?re thousand dollars having made 
a great noise, I think it necessary to say a word or 
two on the subject here, thougU,! intend shortly to 
publish a very ample account of the wliole affair. 

Most of my readers will remember, that, during 
tlie continuance of the yellow fever of 1793, the 
wild and novel practice of bleeding a patient five 
or six times a day, and plying him, at the same 
time, with doses of calomel or tnerctirial purges, 
. became the subject of very warm discussion amongst 
the medical men of Philadelphia. At the head oi 
the. sticklers for this practice (whom, to avoid cir- 
cumlocution, I shall call the Bleeders) wjis Doctor 
Benjamin Rush. Indeed, the practice (^igijiaUd 
with Rush, unless we believe that such a man as 
Doctor Sangrado really existed and practised pby^ 
sic ; for in the works of no. other medical writer 
cottld Rush find a sanction to his practice, and it is 

well 
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knowr, that every eminent physician in Philadel- 
phia, Khun, Wistar, Stevens, Hodge, Monges, 
Carrie, &c. &c. totally disapproved of it. 

In the dispute of 1793 Rush was fairly defeated, 
notwithstianding he wrote more in the several news- 
papers than all the other physicians put together, 
and notwithstanding he plyed his " dear Phitadel-^ 
phiansy' his " dear fellow citizens,'' with more than 
quantum snfficit of that oily lingo for which he has 
long been renowned. His " dear fellow citizens** 
loved coaxing well enough, but they loved life bet- 
ter. Still resolved, hov/ever, not to acknowledge 
Iiimself in an error, but to support his practice if 
possible, he stopped till the fever was over, and 
then, like the famous physician of Valladolid, he 
'xrote a book. The book produced no more effect 
than the newspaper essays ; men could not be per- 
suaded that " bleeding almost to death,'* was likely 
Xi) save life ; and bleeding and mercurial purges 
became the subject of general dread. 

When, theretore, the yellovy fever again broke 
out in 1797, Rush and his pupils ^who were the 
only persons that followed the practice) found very 
little to do. The leader recommenced writing in 
the newspapers, but with somewhat less confidence - 
and more caution than formerly. He didvnot (ex- 
cept in a few instances) address himself dthacth) to 
bis " dear fellozo-citizens," but published letters, 
sent to him by his brethren of the lancet practice, 
giving accounts of the great cures \vTought by 
bkedifig and mercurial purges, which latter were 
tometimes called Rush's powders, in imitation, it 
was naturally supposed, of those great inventors of 
Wonder-working nostrums who dwell in and about 
the city of London.' — ^Sometimes a letter from Rush 
to some other of the learned tribe would appear, 
preceded by a letter requestim infomiation respect- 
ing his mode of practice. On these occasions the 
^rand master of the art; seldom failed to expatiate 

largely 
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flf it* f*r-^r>"-r • '-F'. s->c o: ImJrr soticihide for tfie 
wrrir? r: hi? •■ i^^ir c-w?:/rr-«r!i" and ^^ dearfdr 
inc r.rrz^v?."' To?-ch a length were these svste- 
malic erodes -j-c^^r^ fx- pos'iun^ die practice into 
To^je carried, thai there soaietimes appeared in 
print letters TVTitti-r- to. and answers received fipom, 
pbrsicians dwelling \zi the same city of Philadel- 
phia, men with whom Rush was most intimate, 
and with whom he conversed probably ten times a 
day. What neco^^:ty was there for such men to 
:rr;Vc* to each other : AMiat could they write but for 
the express purpose of publishing their letters in 
the papers : And v.-hr.t object could they have in 
view, in tiiese indirect addresses to the public, 
but tliat of extolling their own practice, of advan- 
cing their own tame, and increasing their own pro- 
fits ? And, it this bc.not PUFFING, if it does not 
resemble the conduct of QUACKS, I beg the 
learned brethren of the lancet to tell me what 
it is. 

Tliese attempts to gain the confidence of the 
" dear Philaddphiansy' did not, however, pass nn- 
perceived. Many gentlemen of Philadelphia (not 
physicians) expressed to me their dread of the 
practice and their indignation at the arts that were 
made use of to render it prevalent. They thought, 
and not without reason, that it was lawful, just, and 
fair to employ a newspaper in decrying what other 
newspapers had been employed to extol. In fact, 
I wanted very little persuasion to induce me to 
combat the commendations of a practice, whidi 1 
had always looked upon as a scourge to the city 'Ift 
which I lived 5 but this practice, and the wildSop^ 
nions of the inventor and his followers, really ap^ 

peartA 
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peared to me to be too preposterous, tod glaringly 
absurd, to merit serious animadversion; while, 
therefore, I admitted the sober refutations of those 
jnedical gentlemen who thought Rush worth their 
notice, I confined myself to squibs^ punSy epigrams 
and quotations from Gil Bias. In this petite guerre 
I'had an .excellent auxiliary in Mr. Fenno, juri. 
Never was a paper war carried on with greater ac- 
tivity and perseverance, or crowned with more com- 
plete success. . It began about the middle of Sep- 
tember, and, before October was nearly ended, 
" bleeding almost to DEATH;' and rafowe'/ (Rush's 
powders) were the standing jests of the town. Rush 
suppressed his mortification for a good while ; he 
seemed to say that it was beneath a great physician,- 
and a member of the learned philosophical society of 
Philadelphia J to be ruffled at what a couple of low 
news-mongers could say ; but, at last, after having 
felt him nearly all over, we hit upon his soft place, 
and there we did so sting and goad him that he 
finally became half frantic, and ran about the 
streets vowing vengeance. His fury, however, 
soon gave way to the meek and christian propen- 
sity, which he is said to inherit from a pious matron 
who once sold apples and drams at the corner of Se- 
cond-street, and so, like Nicodemus Broadbrim, in 
Footers Devil upon Two Sticks, he " sent for a 
^'sinful man in the fleshy called an Attorney y to pre- 
*^ pare a parchment and carry us unto judgment,'* 

That this man, who had promulgated his opi- 
nions and extolled his practice in paragraphs, 
letters, pamphlets, and books without number, and 
who had, in these various publications, ridiculed, 
decried and abused both the practice and the per- 
^nsof his opponents; that this man should have 
the audacity to appeal to the law for a protection 
iixiin the hostility of the press, astonished every 
kodf ; and, though it was clearly perceived, that 

he 
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he never would have made the appeal but with the 
certitude of being able to bring the cause before; a 
Tudge notoriously inimical to the defendants, yd na 
one imagined, that he would ever dare to pursue 
the matter to a trial. ^' A jury " said they, " let 
'' Mack Kean say what he will, there will always 
" bo a jnnf to protect you from his malice." I al- 
ways had my doubts, however, that Rush, that the 
sleek-headed saint-looking Rush, knew the judges, 
and juries too, better than my friends did, and the 
result has, at last, proved, that my doubts were 
but too well foundeci. 

'ITic suit against Mr. Fcnno (of which I shall say 
more another time) was dropped, he was an Ame- 
rianiy and mine was put off trom court to court for 
Hfmards qf tico years, when a favourable juncture 
of circumstances encouraged the plaintiff to bring 
it on, and when, for the publication of a string of 
sipiih^ in which no man ot candour will be able to 
discover any thing malicious or libellous, a Phila- 
dolphian court and jury, on the 14th of December, 
adjudged me to pav the enormous sum of FIVE 
lilOUSAND DOLLARS. 

A minute account of this prosecution in all its 
stages, of the conduct of Rusli, of the court, of 
the lawyers, the evidences, and of the jury, toge- 
ther with certain curious anecdotes respecting 2ie 
parties who have acted the most conspicuous parts 
m the transaction, all tending to ascertain the real 
cause of the decision against me, will be the; sub- 
ject of a pamphlet. I have immortalized the De- 
ma ratic Judge in every country where the Eoglisb 
language is spoken, and I will endeavour to do the 
same by th^ father-in-law of ARNOLD (Shippcn) 
«nd the twelve sovereign citizens, who so cheerfully 
obeyed the dictates of his charge. 

I cannot help, hQwever, giving some account here 
of tlie prosecutor's conduct subsequent to thetrial. 

So 
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So eager was the meek and humane Doctor Rush to 
touch the profits of his long and unwearied labours, 
that, in a very few hours after the verdict was 
given, he sent off expresses to execute the judg- 
ment at New- York ^ and, that the high spirit and 
dignity of the famili/ might be preserved, his son, 
who is a lawyer, was packed off on the errand. It 
was reported, in the malicious city of Philadel- 
phia, that he had seized me and put me in jail ; 
but the fact was, that, fast as he rode, my friends 
rode faster^ and, though I had plenty of time to go 
orf, bail was ready for them before they asked it* 
This, it seems, provoked them exceedingly ; for, 
upon the return of the bum-bailiff lawyer, they sent 
the sheriff to fasten upon the effects, which I had 
advertised for sale in my house at Philadelphia; 
they lodged an attachment in the hands of^ Mr. 
Morgan, my agent in that city ; they hunted out 
my clerk, who was left at Philadelphia to collect 
debts, and attached all that he might have or re- 
ceive belonging to me ; nay, they had the unpa*- 
ralleled meanness to go out to Bustleton and lodge 
attachments with every one whom they suspected 
to have a horse, a cow, a dog, or any thing of 
mine in his possession. — They have since made a 
sale of the property they found in my house, where, 
amidst the exulting yells of the sovereign people, 
they sold> for about four hundred dollars, what 
ought to have brought nine hundred or a thousand. 
At this sale was exhibited every trait of the cow- 
ardly Philadelphia malice. The hanging of Ro- 
berts and Carlisle did not excite more unequivocal 
expressions of triumph. The sovereign citizens 
took printer's ink and drew the picture of the devil 
op the door of the house ^ they even bit the presses 
with their teeth by way of revenge for what the 
poor innocent things had done. Methinks I heat 
tl}e reader say ; " It is well ygu were not there, 
•VOL. XI. L Poster r 
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Pelcr !*' — Not at all. I know the sovereign peo- 
ple of Phitedelphia \ I have wintered them and 
sumtnered them, as the man said by his hogs, and 
I know them to be at once the most malicious and 
most cowardly race In existence. 

Under other circumstances, it would have been 
extremeh' niorti tying to me to hart my goods sold by 
the shmffj but, in such a case as this, it was no 
mortification at all. Indeed, I was pleased stt it, 
as it furnished the sovereigns with a good opportu- 
nity of declaring themselves fke pari harts of Rush 
and the encmtes of Porcupine, llie only thing on 
account of which I regretted the seizure and at- 
tachments, was, the delay thereby occasioned in the 
discharge of some few demands against me in Phi- 
ladelphia. I owed about 800 dollars when I came 
away, w^hile the debts which I left to be collected, 
amounted to about 2,500. By attaching the mo- 
ney which my clerk should collectj the payment of 
the 800 dollars has been delayed ; but the gentle- 
men, to whom this money is due, may rest assured 
of receiving full payment before the 1st day of Fe- 
bruary, h\ fact, tliey want no assurance of this 
kind ; they know well that I am NO PENNSYL- 
VANIAN. 

I should here take my leave of this subject for 
the present, but a fact respecting Busiis praf^iict 
(that sublime practice, that intallible art, ior ridi- 
culing which I am to pay 5,000 dollars) has just 
fallen in my way, and it is a fact of such impor- 
tance, that 1 cannot delay mentioning it for a single 
moment. This lact is, indeed, a most serious one, 
and must deeply interest the feelings of every Ame- 
rican, as being very closely connected v.'ith an 
event which has plunged the whole nation in 
mourningp ITie reader will easily perceive, that 
the eviixt, to which I allude, is THE DEATH 
OF GENERAL WASHINGTON, and, if he 

has 
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Jittendcd to the report of the physicians, he will as 
easily perceive, that their treatment of the decease4 
was in precise conformity to the practice of Rush ; 
but lest this report should have escaped his notice, ( 
here insert it at length, as I find it , in the New- 
York Daily Advertiser of the 30th of December. 

" Some time in the night of Friday, the 13 th 
" inst. having been exposed to a rain on the pre- 
" ceding day. Gen. Washington, was attackecj 
*' with an inflammatory affection of the upper parjt 
" of the wind'pipe called in technical language, 
*• cynoMlie trachealis. The disease commenced 
" with a violent ague, accompanied with some 
" pain in the upper and fore part of the throaty 
" a sense of stricture in the same patrt, a coughs 
" and a difficult rather than a painful deglutition^ 
" which were soon succeeded by a fever and a 
" quick and laborious respiration. The necessity 
" of blood-letting suggesting itself to the General 
" he procured A BLEEDER in the neighbour- 
''^ hood, who took from his arm, in the night, 
« TWELVE OR FOURTEEN OUNCES OF 
^^ BLOOD: he would not by any means be pre- 
" vailed upon by the family to send for the at- 
•^ tending physician till the following mornings 
^^ who arrived at Mount Vernon at about eleveri 
" o'clock on Saturday. Discovering the case to 
" be highly alarming, and foreseeing the fatal 
" tendency of the disease, two consulting physi- 
*^ cians were immediately sent for, who afrivcd, 
" one at half after three, the other at four o'clock 
** in the afternoon : in the interim were employed 
'' TWO COPIOUS BLEEDINGS, a blister was 
*' applied to the part affected, two moderate doses 
" ot CALOMEL were given, and an injection 
*^ was administered, which operated on the lower 
" intestines — but all without any perceptible ad- 
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" vantage ; the respiration becoming still more 
" difficult and distressing. 

" Upon the arrival of the first of the consulting 
** physicians, it was agreed, as there was yet no 
" signs of accumulation in the broncjiial vessels of 
" the lungs, to try the result of ANOTHER 
" BLEEDING, when about 32 OUNCES OF 
*' BLOOD were drawn, without the smallest ap- 
** parent alleviation of the disease. Vapours of 
" vinegar and water frequently inhaled, TEN 
" GRAINS OF CALOMEL were given, sue- 
« ceeded by REPEATED DOSES OF EMETIC 
" TARTAR, amounting in all to five or six 
^ grains, with no other effect than a copious dis- 
" charge from the bowels. — The powers of life 
'^ seemed now manifestly yielding to the force of 
^^ the disorder. Blisters were applied to the ex- 
** tremities, together with a cataplasm of bran and 
" vinegar to the throat. — Speaking, which was 
" painml from the beginning, now became almost 
'* impracticable; respiration grew more and more 
" contracted and imperfect, till after eleven o'clock 
on Saturday night, retaining 'the full possession 
of his intellect, when he — expired^ without a 



struggle! 



He was fully impressed at the beginning of 
his complaint as w^ell as through every succeed- 
ing stage of it, that its conclusion would be 
mortal; submitting to the several exertions made 
for his recovery rather as a duty, than from any 
expectation of their efficacy. He considered 
the operation of death upon his systent as coeval 
with the disease ; and several hours before his 
decease, after repeated efforts to be understood, 
succeeded in expressing a desire, that he might 
be permitted to die without interruption. 
'*' During the short period of his illness, he eco- 
nomized his .time in the arrangement of such few 

" con- 
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^* concerns as required his attention, with the ut- 
" most serenity, and anticipated his approaching 
^^ dissolution with every demonstration of that 
^^ equanimity, for which his whole life has been 
" so uniformly and singularly conspicuous. 

" JAMES CRAIK, 

" Attending Physician. 
"ELISHA C.DICK, 

'' Consulting Physician. " 

" The signature of Doctor Gustavus Brown, 
^^ of Port Tobacca, who attended as consulting 
" physician, on account of the remoteness of his 
" residence from the place, has not been procured 
" to the foregoing statement." 

Thus we see, that, in the space of about ttoenty 
JiourSj probably less, the patient was bled foicr 
timeSy and took three doses of calomel^ that is, of 
merairy in powder. The bleeder, whom the Ge- 
neral sent for, took twelve or fourteen ounces of 
blood, suppose it to be only twelve ounces, Messrs. 
Craik and Dick say that tliey next employed two 
copious bleedingSy and after that a bleeding of 
thij'hj-tico ounces. They do not tell us the weight 
of the " copious bleedings^' but, if they were of 
thirty-two ounces each (and there is not the least 
reason to suppose that they were less,) there was 
taken in all one hundred and eight ounces, which 
is nine pounds, and which makes in wine measure, 
nine pints, or one gallon a?id a pi?it ! ! ! — Now, it is 
computed, that all the blood in a man who is in the 
prime of life and in the bloom of health, does not 
weigh more than about fifteen pounds, and every 
one knows that the quantity of blood decreases 
daily as old age comes on. And yet these phy- 
sicians (if we believe their own report), took about 
nine pounds of blood from General Washington, 
who was sixty-eight years of age, while, during the 
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Batne space, they gave him three doses of CALO- 
MEL, or merairy in poicder. 

Thus, on the fatal 1 4th of December, on the 
I same day, in the same evening, nay, in the very 
[same hour, that a Philadelphian court and jury 
[wLTe laying on mc a ruinous fine for having repro- 
bated the practice of Rush, GENERAL WASH- 
[INGTOK was expirhig zvhile under the operation of 
^tlwl ven/ praciiec ! On that day the victory of 
RUSH and of DEATH was complete ; but their 
triumph was but of short duration j for while I have 
'continued on my course unchecked by the judg- 
ments, the seizures, the attachments of Rush, and 
the savage bowlings of his '^ dear felIo7v<itiz^is^^^ 
General Washington has, I hope^ broken the 
chains of the grim tyrant. Death, and soared into 
thQ realms of immortal glory. 



For Sale — Ttvo dcbis^ due to Wm. Cobbcft, 
, from Citizens Tybout and Barnes of Philadcl- 

^ phia, That the purchaser may be able to form 

a correct estimate of the state and value of the said 
debts, the proprietor thinks it necessary to publish 
the following deposition >tj assuring the pubhc, that 
Mr. James Douglas^ the deponent, is an honest 
Scotsman, a man of undoubted veracity and inte-^ 
grity, of which no further proof is wanting than 
his bemg left in Philadelphia by tlic proprietor of 
these debts with full power to collect accounts for 
hinito the amount of about two thousand five hunT 
^red dollars. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

STATE OF NEW-YORK, SS. 

5p ii)i& ptitlir f nfivtuncnt, be it known 

h ftUxvhom the same doih or imnj coucer/t, Tfiat /, 
|3)3rlt0 3$riCflen. a Public Xotarv in and for the 
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State of Nex(hYorky by letters patent under the great 
seal of the said State^ duly commissioned and szvom, 
and residing in the City of New-York : 2>fl hereby 
<^^tify^ that en the day of the date of these presents 
before me personally came arid appeared Mr. Jan^es 
Douglas y zpbo being f^jily sworn, did depose arid say^ 
that on or abput tlie fonrteeath day of December la^ 
he applied tp ANDREIV TTBOUZ Hatter, re- 
siding iu Ckie^gut-strcet, PHILADELPJIIAy for 
paymajit of a sum of% ipllcirs and 82^ cents, being, 
the amount of his subscription for Porcupiiie^s Ga^ 
zettefrom tlie Uh day of March to the 2Sth dffy gf 
August 1199. On zvhich last-mentioned day thepnfiUr 
cqition of tiiesaid Gazette was suspended, on account 
of the Yelixm Fever— tliajt the s<jud ANDREW TY- 
BOUT refused to pay, alleging that he imd received 
the papfir bid for n short time after the said Mh ^ 
March-^that this depo?ient assured him tliat he wa^ 
mistaken, for that he himself had actually delivered 
the paper at his house witil tlie said 2Stk day of Au- 
gust, notzoithstajidi^ig which he pei^sisted in lus refusjol 
to pay, and this deponent expressly declares, that he 
did so deliver the said paper at tlie house cf the s(iid 
Andrew Tybout. 

WSSS^ZXtti an Attestation being required, I hax)€ 
granted this under my Notarial Finn and Seal, and 
the said deponent hereto subscribed his naine. 

]Pon0 at the City of Neto-York^ in the said State 
of New-York, this second day of January^ in tlie year 
one thousand eight Imndred. 

QUOD ATTESTOR, 

UMES JDOUGLAS. CHARLES BRIDGEN 

Notary Public, 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

STATE OF NEW YORK, SS. 

3Bp t|)is public 3fnflniment, be a known 

to all to xohom the same doth or may concern^ That /, 
d)arlefi! 3B)ritlgen, a Public Notaiy in and for tJie 
State of NeW'York.bxjletterspatentunder the great seal 
of the said Staie^ duly commissioned and sworn, and 
residing in the City of New-York : ]D0 hereby certify , 
that on the day of the date of these presents before me 
personally came and appeared^ Mr, James DouglaSy 
who being by me didy sworn, did depose and say, 
that on or about the fourteenth day of December last, 
he applied to JOHN BARNES, who resides at No, 
16, South Third'Street, PHII.ADELPHIA, and 
demanded of him payment of the sum of three 
dollars and eighty-two cents and a half being the 
amount of his subscription for Porcupine's Gazette, 
from the fourth day of March to the 2^th day of 
August 1799, on which last mentioned day the 
publication of the said Gazette was suspended on 
account of the Yellow Fever ; that the said JOHN 
BARNES positively refused to pay the said sum, de- 
claring that he had no right to pay the same, as the 
paper was not continued to the end of the year. 

221|)0rWf an Attestation being required, I have 
granted this under my Notarial Firm and Seal, and 
the said deponent hereto subscribed his name. 

2^OH0 ot the city of Nezv-York, in the ^aid State 
of NeW'York, this second day of January, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred, 

QUOD ATTESTOR. 

JAMES DOUGLAS. CHARLES BRIDGEN, 

Notary Public. 

I think it necessary, in addition to the above, to 
pbserve, that the refusal of Tybout is grounded on 

an 
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an assertion which is positively contradicted by the 
oath of Mr, Douglas; and that the reason for not 
paying, assigned by BARNES, is absurd. He 
has no rig/ft to pay, he says, because the Gazette 
was not published to the end of the year. I suppose 
this right of Mr. Barnes is one of the rights of man, 
and, if so, I can have no objection to it in the ab- 
stract ; but, as to the reason on which the right is 
grounded, in the present instance, I must beg leave 
to say a word or two. He has no right to pay, he 
says, because the Gazette was not published to the 
end of the year. Now, it is well known, that Ga- 
zettes, and mine amongst the rest, are paid for 
half yearly^ and, if no yellow fever had disturbed 
me, I should have supplied Barnes with my 
paper to the 4th of September, and have demanded 
the money for the half year, without stopping till 
the year was out. Suppose I had died on the 2Sth 
of August (I wish you had ! says some malignant 
caitiflf), would Barnes have refused to pay my exe- 
cutors ? According to Barnes's rights of man, 
every news-printer, at the dropping of his paper, 
must lose all the money due to him for subscription at 
the time ; because it would be at least a thousand 
to one, if the year of any one customer happened 
to end on the very day on which the paper would 
be dropped^ Is this the principle on which men 
subscribe to newspapers ? Barnes had no dislike 
to the paper, he could not say he had not been 
supplied regularly as long as the health of the city 
would permit, he could find no inaccuracy in the 
bill, for he was not charged for a single paper 
which he had not received ; but, he knew I was 
gone from Philadelphia, he knew the paper had 
not been, and could not be, served him to the 
end of the year^ this therefore, and this alone, pre- 
sented itself as a reason for refusing to pay the bill. 
As, however, I wish to out-wit no one, I must in- 

r 
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form those who may be inclined to purchase, that 
the above debts, though justly due tome^are liable j 
to an attachment for the benefit of Mush ; but, to | 
secure the purchaser^ I hereby engage, that, if the I 

I debts should be attached, to return the purchase- 

I money. 

N, B. The terms of sale may be known by ap- 
plying at the Bubscribcr's house. No, HI, Water- 
street, New-York, where the accounts will be fxir- 

rnished, duly authenticated, and where his account- ! 
book, as far as relates to the above d<;bts, will be 
chearfLilly submitted to tlie examination of any per- | 
son of respectability, « 

Wm, COB^tTT, 1 

New-York. Jan. 14, ISOO, ^ 

. : ^ 

Charatiers of Baltimore, Philadelplna^ and New^ 

York. 

^* BaVimore. — With a few exceptions, the inha- 
bitants of Baltimore are all engaged in trade, 
which is closely attended to. They are naostly 
plain people, socmMc hoxvcver mnofigsf themsdvn\ 
and x-c.rjf frkndbf and hospiiablt iawanls siran- 
gers.'* 

^^ PkUadelphia.' — ^It is a remark, very generally 
made, not only by foreigners, hut also by persons 
from other parts of the United States, that the 
Philadelphians are extremely deficient in hospitidittf 
and politeness tozvards strangers. i\.mongst the 
uppermost circles in Philadelphia, prides haugh- 
tiness^ and ostentation, are eonspivnous ; and it 
seems as if nothing could make them happier than 
tfmt AN o R D li R OF NOBILITY stiould be esta blishedj 
bjtf which ihf]/ might be exalted above their fellow^ 
citizens^ as ?nitch as iiiey are in their mim conceit. 
In the manners of the people, in general^ there 

** is 
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^* is'a coldness and reserve, as if they were siispi" 
'* ciotts of some designs against theniy^ which chills to 
^* the very heart those who come to visit them." 

" New^York, — " From Long Island I returnied . 
** to this city; which tlie liospitality and friendly ci- 
** ^ilities I have experiencedy in common with other 
^' str angers y from its inhabitantSy induce me to rank 
'^ 3$ the most agreeable place in the United States ; 
** nor am I singular in this opinion, there being 
** scarcely any traveller I have conversed with, but 
■^ what gives if the same preference'^ 

These extracts are taken from Weld's Tra- 
vels, published last summer in London. The 
first extract is to be found in Vol. 1. page 45; 
ftie second in Vol. 1, page 21 ;. and the third in 
Vol. 2. page 375. — ^The remarks contained in these 
extracts are those of an impartial foreigner, and 
were suggested by what the writer saw and heard. 
I have inserted the character of the people of the 
two other great cities that Mr. Weld visited, that 
the reader might not be left to suppose that the au- 
thor was an indiscriminating satirist of the American 
character. His description of Rush's '^ dear fellow- 
citizens" is truth itself. It is a picture drawn from 
the life. There are, doubtless, many exceptions ; 
but the native Philadelphians, in general, are the 
most suspicious, envious, haughty, and yet mean 
characters that ever existed upon the face of the 
eaith. They are lazy, insolent, and above their 
occupations, from wliich cause, foreigners and 
people from the eastward, supplant them in every 
branch of business^ and grow rich while the natives 
are daily falling into embarrassments, poverty and 
insignificance. Hence they naturally become en- 
vious and spiteful with respect to foreigners ; and 
yet, were it not for the industry and enterprise of 
foreigners ^nd people frorjx the eastward, their city 

would 
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would soon be without trade. In the bookselling 
business, for instance, if they were to shut up the 
shops of Dobson, Campbell, Rice, Carey, and 
Aitkin, where would people look for books ? — ^At 
" the true American^^ Bradfords' bawdy book- 
store^ in which store the Bradfords take about as 
many pennies as Dobson or Campbell, in their 
respective shop^ take guineas. As I have incauti- 
ously run into this subject, I will just observe, that 
it is somewhat singular, that these Bradfords, who 
are ^t?X friends of Rush^ and great aiemies of mine y 
and who are the only native Philadelphians that sell 
books, should also be the -only booksellers in the 
city who sell bawdy books. This is no very striking 
proof of that purity of morals , of which this city has 
made such a boasting. So profligate are these the 
Bradfords in this way, that, just after I had (in my 
Censor for September 1797) reprobated their selling 
obscene books, one* of them, laughing, told a 
friend of mine, that they were rejoiced I had no- 
ticed the circumstance, for that it teas an excelle?it 
advertisement for them. And these, reader, are 
the fellows who are now publishing an account of 
Rush's success over me, and expressing their joy 
at it, as it will tend, say they, to put a stop to the 
licentioKsness of the press ! 

And now, " my dear Philadelphians^'' to use the 
language of Rush, I will, for the present, take my 
leave of you, wishing you joy of the numerous bles- 
sings you possess, to the exclusion of us less happy 
mortals. — I wish you joy of your new Governor, 
" His Excellency Thomas Mack Kean, Esqr. Doc- 
tor of Laws, &c. &:c. &c. &:c. &c. &:c. &c." I 
wish you joy of his worthy successor, the father in 
law of Arnold ; I wish you joy of your new Supreme 
Judge, " the Honourable Hugh H. Brackcnridge, 
Esq." I wish you joy of him, with all my soul. — I 
wish you joy of your House of Assembly; I wish 

you 
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you I0V of your Leib, your Logan, your Dallas, 
your Tenche Coxe, your Mc. Clenachan, and your 
Captain Duane and his company of volunteers. I 
wish you joy of your 50,000 'dollars water-tax^ and 
of the philanthropic labours of " Tommy*' Parker 
and Citizen Latrobe. I wish you joy of your Pre- 
sident's House, and of your other noble enter- 
prises — I wish you joy of your " permanent bridge 
over the Schuylkill,", which, if not neglected and 
too much exposed to the inclemency of the ele- 
ments, will certainly last as long as the paper on 
ivhich it is drawn. As I am a share-holder in the 
jioble undertaking, I would beg leave to suggest 
(as the most effectual means of rendering the bridge 
really permanent) the propriety of having it framed 
and glazed without a moment's delay. — I wish you 
joy of your " superb Canal^^ and of your SUPERB 
CANAL LOT! ERY, No. II.— I wish you joy, 
^without the least spark of envy lurking in my bo- 
som ; indeed I wish you joy of your philanthropic 
insolvent laws, of your payments by ticket and ad- 
xiertisement. — And, though last not least, I wish 
you joy, by the soul of Sangrado, I wish you joy of 
your DOCTOR. 



RitsJis Witnesses. — Rush brought forward three 
Avitncsses, all Doctors of his own sect, and who 
^'ere, of course, parties deepjy interested as to the 
attack on his system. The witnesses were, James 
Mease y John Redman Core, and William Dewces. 
Besides the common interest that these men must 
have had in punishing one who had so successfully 
reprobated their practice, I shall, in my pamphlet, 
prove that Mease and Coxe had each of them a per- 
sonal grudge against me. I do not say that any 
one of the three told lies to the court and jury, but 
I promise to prove to the entire satisfaction of even 

the 
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thc Phnadclphians, that their evidence^ particularly 
tliat o( IteiiDees^ would have appeared very different 
from what it did appear, if I had had the cross-ex- 
amining of them. 1 should have made Dewees re- 
collect, that be kitetv ])c was not my family pliysi- 
cian, that he Inew Doctor Budd was, 1 should 
have made him recullect^ that he was not employed 
in my family, except once in a trifling indisposition 
of a child, and in the capacity of granm/^ and that 
that was on account of Doctor Budd's absence, I 
should have made him recollect, that, at the very 
moment that I recommended him to one neigh- 
bour (still in the absence of Doctor Budd, and, in 
in factj of all the other Doctors) who had the flux, 
I sent thirty miles to bring Doctor Monges to 
another neighbour, who I thought had the Yellow 
Fever. In fact, I should have made it clearly ap* 
- pear, from this man's evidence, diat I always en- 
Itertained, as I stil) do, die sincerest conviction of 
the danger of Rush's practice. 

The reader should be informed, too, that these 
inen*s evidence consisted of certain declarations, 
which tliey had heard me make use of in pri- 
vale anwersalio?!. The scraps that Coxe retailed 
w^ere, indeed, picked up in my own shop ; but 
Mease invited me to drink and to dine with him 
when he collected his materials, and Deiaees heard 
me speak, perhaps, in my wife's bed-chaniber.^ — 
At this rate, men ought to be cautious how they 
talk while JJocfors arc in their houses ! 

Tile Philadelphianshave the impudence to accuse 
me of being a malkwus slanderer I My God ! If I 
were to relate only one thousandth part of what 
they have told me of each other, were 1 to publish 
a thousandth part of what they have written to me 
of each other, I should set them all to cutting of 
throats ! The reader will, however, allow, that 
there is no delicacy, no ibrbcai^ance, xlue from me 

to 
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to these three volunteer evidences, these betrayers of 
private conversation ; and, therefore, in my pam- 
phlet I shall not spare them. I possess a letter in the 
hand writing of one of them, addressed to me at 
the very time I was storming Rush's quarters. In 
this letter, the writer calls me " dear Sir/' and 
concludes by saying that he is my " sincere friend.^* 
Enclosed he sends me a paragraph for my paper, 
which he requests me 7iot to insert in his name but 
• i?i my own name, and this paragraph contains an 
attack on his patron and benefactor^ ten thousand 
times more rude, libellous and malicious, than any 
thing I ever published respecting Rush. I did 
not publish it all. I had several objections to it, 
' but I was principally prevented from publishing it 
by reflecting on tne abominable ingratitude of the 
writer. But, I have both the letter and the para- 
graph, and, please God! they shall appear in 
print. 



Rush's Lawyers. — ^Talk of libels, indeed ! The 
" report of the trial,'' just published by Rush's 
friend Bradford, is the most infamous bundle of li- 
bellous falsehoods that ever was published in the 
world. In my pamphlet I shall endeavour to plead 
my cause a little better than Mr. Harper did it for 
me. I shall leave Rush no room to exclaim, " I 
'' HAVE NOT GIVEN LIIM A FEE." At any 
rate, I am sure, I shall not pay my court to the so- 
vereign people by pouring out nauscoits eulogies upon 
Rush and liis folloioers^ and by traducing the charac- 
ter of my client, 

I shall not, probably, call Ilopkinson, Levi, and 
Ingersol assassins^ as they had the infamy to call 
me ; but I shall relate some pleasant anecdotes of 
them, and fully prove, from their conduct, that the 
prosecution was pushed on from malicious motives- 

The 
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The delicate son-in-law of Mifflin took occasion to 
express, beforehand, the utmost contempt for any 
thing that I might say about hiniy in consequence 
of the libels he was vomiting out against me. Be- 
lieve me, reader, this was all affectation. He is 
now waiting in fearful suspense; and when he hears 
that another number of the Porcupine is arrived in 
Philadelphia, he will tremble like a dog upon a wet 
sack. 
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XT was in the month of April, 1799, that the re- 
nowned Suworow opened the campaign which 
threw such brilliancy over the close of the eighteenth 
century, and which delivered Italy from the galling 
and disgraceful yoke, from tlie pillagings, the mur* 
ders, and the sacrilege of the rapacious, bloody and 
impious republicans of France. This charming 
country had fallen, state after state, before the arms 
of the enemies of God and man. The Emperor's 
Italian possessions, those of the Dukes of Tuscany 
and Modena, h^d^ been over^run and revolu- 
tionized ; Rome followed next, the aged Pope 
had been robbed, insulted, and led captive by a 
French Calvinist, acting under the orders of the in- 
fidels of Paris; lastly, the Kings of Naples and Sar- 
dinia had. been driven from their dominions: so 
that, at the time Suworow entered Italy, the French 
were in possession of the whole country from Dau- 
phine to the gulph of Venice, and from Switzerland 
to the bay of Taranto. 

To defend this territory, to keep the Italians 
chained at their feet, and to sally out on their ene- 
mies, their force was evidently inadequate. Moreau 
with about forty thousand men, was stationed in 
the Milanese ; Championnety with eighteen thou- 
sand, in the states of the church ; Macdonold, ' 
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with twenty tliousand, in the kingdom of Naples, 
and Scherer with forty-seven thousand on the banks 
of the Adige. 

The insolent usurpers cS France, still sacrificing 
safety to pride, an, I reason to presumption, instead 
ot collecting their forces, which were scattered 
over the whole face of Italy, and opposing the 
entire bodv to the Austrians, who were preparing 
to attack Sclicrcr on the Adige, were obstinately 
determined to keep po.vScssion of all . their con- 
quests. 

On the 26th of March, SkhereVy though inferior 
irt force, attacked the Austriahs, under General 
Kray^ who were posted on the opposite side of the 
Adige. This was little more than a drawn battle. 
Scherer did, indeed, inform his masters, that he had 
gained a victory and had taken four thousand Au- 
strians and twelve pieces of cannon; but, it never- 
theless appeared, that, even from his own account, 
this victory was confined to the carrying of two 
bridges. The two hostile armies renewed the com- 
bat on the 31st of March, and again on the fifth of 
April, on which last day the French were driven 
from the banks of the Adige to Mantua with very 
great loss. ^ According to General Kray's official 
accounts, the enemy, during the twelve days they 
were engaged, from the 26th of March to the 
fifth of April at night, lost twenty thousand men 
killed and wounded, nnd seven thousand prisoners. 

Scherer diJ not attempt to make a stand at Man- 
tua ; he continued his flight till he got behind the 
Oglio and the Adda; and, by the 18th of April, 
the countries of Ferrara, Brescia and Mantau were 
in the hands of the Imperialists. The accounts 
ot General Kray were probably exaggerated, but 
certainly the army of " invincible conquerors'^ were 
greatly reduced in number. Scherer was recalled 
by the mortified tyrants of France, and the remnant 

of 
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of his army, after leaving teh thousand men in the 
city of Mantua and five thousand in Peschiera, was 
put under the command of Moreau. 

On the 14th of April tv^enty-three thousc>nd Rus-' 
sians, led by Field Marshal Smcoi^oxoy reached Ve- 
rona, and the next day proceeded on their way to 
join Field-Marshal Kray. The command of the 
combined Imperial armies now devolved on Su- 
worow ; nor was it long before the audacious anci 
impious enemy began to feel the effects of his va- 
lour, Moreau, who had received great reinforce- 
ments, had posted' his army on the banks of the 
.Adda. The position was very strong, and reached 
from Lecco to Pizzighitone. It was absolutely ne- 
cessary for the French to keep this station, or yield 
a very extensive tract of country. ®n the 23d of 
April the right wing and centre of the allies en- 
tered Bergamo and Bergamasco, while General 
KJenau passed the Po» and led a division of Au- 
strians into the Modenese. The fate of Milan, 
therefore, and of the Cisalpine republic, depended 
on the preservation of the post of the Adda. This 
river was very difficult to pass, having in its course . 
fi'om the Lake o^ Como to Lodi, very steep banks, 
and having all its passes well guarded by intrench- 
ments. The French had very faintly defended the 
space between the Mincio and the Adda, but on 
the banks of tl^e latter th^y had taken every mea- 
sure to make up for their inferiority of numbers and 
the decreasing courage of the troops. They had 
strongly fortified Cassano,* which place and the 
right bank of the Adda were defended by formi- 
dable batteries and a well-constructed Utc-de-pont . 
The head quarters of Moreau were at tlie village of 
Inzago, and two divisions of his army were posted 
there, in order to prevent the passage of the Adda 

* A fortress in the Milanese, fifteen miles N. E. of Milan.. 

M Z at 
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at thnt place. Near I-,ecco the French were alsa 
strongly fortified, and had a tite-de-pont on the left 
bank. A division under General Scrrurier defend- 
ed the Upper Adda, one half of which was posted 
beliind Lecco, a part near Port Imberzago, and 
another near Tezzo. On the Lower Adda, to- 
wards Lodi, the enemy had a detachment under 
General Dehnas, and a strong garrison in Viz- 
zighitone. 

Thus posted, and thus fortified both by art and 
nature, it is not surprising that the French should 
look upon themselves as secure and unassailable ; 
but they forgot, that Smvoroiv was the assailant. 

On the 26th of April the Field Marshal resolved 
to force the passage of the river, and on the 27th 
he put his restitution in practice. 

Gen. Vukassowich crossed the river in the night 
near Brivio, by the means of a flying bridge, which 
had been nearly destroyed by the enemy, but was 
afterwards quickly repaired ; and took a good posi- 
tion on the right bank. 

An Austrian column arrived at nine o'clock b 
the evening behind the village of Gervasto, oppo- 
site to Trezzo, consisting ot the division of Field 
Marshal Lieut. Ott, as advanced guard ; and that 
of Field Marshal Lieutenant Zoph to support it. 
The captain of the pontoniers, who had been pre- 
viously sent forward, reported that it was impos- 
sible to throw a bridge, owing to the declivity of 
the banks, and the sharp turnings of the river. 

On receiving this report, the quarter-master ge- 
neral Marquis Chastelier went to the place himself, 
and finding the execution of this design difficult, 
though not quite impossible, resolved with the as- 
sistance of the fourth Bannat battalion, and that of 
the chasseurs (whose colonel volunteered the ser- 
vice), to have the pontoons carried down by men, 
and to attempt to re-establish the bridge. 

Between 
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Between twelve at night fnd five in the morning 
all the pontoons and beams were fortunately brought 
down J and at half past five the bridge was com-^ 
pJeted. Thirty chasseurs of the corps of Aspre and 
fifty volunteers of Nadasty were carried over in a 
boat to the opposite side, and remained at the foot 
of the rugged mountain, on which the castle of 
Trezzo is built, without making the least noise. 

The bridges being finished. Major Retzer, with 
six companies oF tne above-mentioned chasseurs 
and one regiment of Russian cossacks passed the 
Adda: one battalion of Nadasty, two of Ester- 
hazy, and the fourth Bannat battalion then passed 
the river, under the command of Col. Bideskuti, 
and fell upon the enemy in and behind Trezzo. 

The French, who cpnsidered the building of this 
bridge impossible, had not the least notice thereof. 
The above brigade was followed by the seventh 
hussars and two cossack regiments. ITie enemy 
was driven back as far as Pozzo, where Field Mar- 
shal Lieut. Ott, whose whole division crossed the 
river^ fell upon that of the enemy commanded by 
General Grenier, which was on the point of ad- 
vancing against General Vukassowich at Brivio. 

The battle was very obstinate; the enemy took 
post between Pozzo and Brivio, where it was most 
vigorously attacked. 

The enemy, who in the mean time had drawn 
reinforcements from Victor's division, was on the 
point of turning the Imperial right wing, and the 
Bannat battalion liad already begun to giv^e way, 
when General Chasteller led up the two grenadier, 
battalions Pers and Stentoch, which formed the head 
of Field Marshal Lieut. Zoph's division, just then 
coming up against the enemy. 

The battalion Pers having attacked in front, suf- 
fered considerably ; but the Stentoch battalion, with 
two squadrons of hussars of Archduke Joseph's re- 
M 4 giment 
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giment, under the command of Captain Kirchner, 
led on by Lieutenant Bokarme of the engineers (to 
the sound of military music), fell on the enemy's 
left flank, which was totally routed ; and the hus- 
sars, having broken through the French, made 
three hundred prisoners, and cut two hundred to 
pieces. - 

The village of Pozzo was carried sword in hand. 
The enemy, in the mean time, hfid received rein- 
forcements, and marched his troops up in order in 
the road that leads from Baprio to Milan, but was 
again attacked, and Major Retzer with the Na- 
dasty battalion, took Baprio, and made two hun- 
dred prisoners. 

The enemy was pursued ; and near GergonzoUo 
the French general Beker, and thirty wounded of- 
ficers, were taken prisoners. 

At the same time General Melas marched against 
Cassano, and battered the intrenchments across the 
Ritorto canal with twelve-pounders and howitzers; 
and, as the French fell back, caused a flying bridge 
to be thrown over the canal di Ritorto. First Lieu- 
tenant of the pioneers. Count Kinski, completed it 
in spite of the heavy fire of the enemy. General 
Melas immediately ordered the Reisky's regiment 
against the intrenchments which covered the 
bridge, which, with three cannons, was carried 
with so much rapidity, that the bridge, which had 
been set on fire by tlie French, was saved by our 
troops. 

General Melas crossed t])c Adda with his whole 
column ; and tlic same evening marched to Gergon- 
zoUo, and the next day early {28th), to Milan. 

The two divisions Frohlich and Ott advanced to 
Milan on the *2Sth; the right, under General Ro- 
semberg, passed the Adda -at Brivio on the 27th ; 
but General ^'ukassowich, who had already passed 
the river, formed the advanced guard, met with a 

division 
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division of French under General Serrurier, at Ber- 
tero, which, after a most obstinate engagement, 
\ras beaten, and forced to capitulate. The whole 
corps laid down its arms ; the officers were per- 
mitted to return to France ontheir parole, and the 
privates remained prisoners of war. 

After this affair, General Vukassowich marched to 
Como, r.nd the Russians to the right of Milan. 

This battle (which has taken the surname of the 
Adda) cost the French 6,000 men in killed and 
wounded, 5,400 -prisoners (amongst whom were 
three generals) and eighty pieces of cannon ; the 
Austro Russian army took fourteen standards. Tl^e 
loss on the part of the allies was stated at 3,000 
killed and wounded. 

In the plan and execution of this attack, Suwo- 
row discovered all that presence of mind ancl 
promptitude, for which he had long been cele- 
brated, and which are the first requisites in a great 
general. His distribution of the several divisions 
under his command was admirable ; every corps 
seemed to be the best fitted for the service which it 
was appointed to perform ; his knowledge of the 
talents and qualities of the several general ofilcers 
appeared to be as perfect as if they had all served 
under him for years ; hi:> orders were given with 
brevity and precision, with dignity and solemnit}'; 
his name inspired confidence in tlie army and 
struck the enemy with terror. In his oificlal ac- 
count of the engagement he gives great praise to 
several of the Austrian and Russian officers^ but 
particularly to Generals Melas and C/iasteller. 
General Melas, with his division, carried the 
intrenchments on the opposite bank, and pene- 
trated into Cassano in spite of a most obstinate 
and destructive resistance ; and, it ^vas owing to 
the skill and intrepidity of General Marquis Chas- 

teller 
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t--:il.'r that t/ie passaj^e at Trezzo, which the enemy 

t.vju:;'nt iiiipf i^.iLble, wa^s so succes^stiiily effected- 

,_'^^'?l^^^^\ the battle of tke Adda more glorious in 

meir tian i:Tiportant in Its consequences. Moreau, 

^^ ;^ ^? cL-t-ated and disheartened army, passed 

tiic^ le^xino. abandoned even the Novarese and the 

vaiiey or Stsia, and continued his retreat, till, on 

the 1st of May, he took shelter under the watts of 

/«rzw, tne capital of Piedmont, and also the ca- 

^' \\m^! -'^-^ of Sardinia's dominions. 

. iila:^., Vvh:ch was the seat of gtjveniment of the 
K^L^alpin^ republic* and which was only fifteen 



AmfiT^U:V ^'^ ^pHcmcral rcpnblic has been mach talked about io 

\\ cc'\rx* \^ ^^^^ "^* ^ amiss to give some accooof of it here. 

titrritoTir f "^^'^^ besides ihe\Fholcof Austrian Lombard^, the 

rara Vr * ^^*^ ^^i^kc of Modena, the papal provinces of Fer- 

S^-t-F ,'^^^^- ^^^ Romagna. It was bounded on the north bj 

^s^Y ^ ' '^"^ ^y^"""^ ^°^ P^^ ^^ ^^« ^^a^" o^ Venice ; on the 

%\x^i Adriatic Sea and Austria Proper ; on the scmth by 

ine icrriiorics of the Pope, by Tuscany, the Mediterranean, and 

SaT^ ' ^"/^^ ^*^'*^ ^y V^TOi^i and the states of the King of 

oarainia. It coruin^d 3,5<J7 square miles, and 3,447,38-1 in- 

atuants. Tjj^ country that this base usurpation extended 

over, IS in every respect, one of the finc:.t in all Europe. Tbc 

mountebanks of Paris, according to th-ir custom, gave to it 

nvc directors, two councils, and other bands of vagabond 

ruleis. They divided it into twenty departments, as follows : 
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miles frdm the hostile armies, waited with the ut- 
most anxiety, the event of the battle of the Adda, 
on which its fate, as well as that of the whole re- 
public of which it was the capital, evidently de- 
E ended. As soon, therefore, as certain fugitives 
rou'ght the news to the city, the vile creatures of 
France, the Lombard republicans, the Directory 
and Legislative Representatives were seen making 
off, like thieves, out of the gat« towards Piedmont, 
while the honest and loyal part of the inhabitants 
were rushing to the opposite road to receive the 
Imperial troops. Here shouts of joy and blessings 
resounded all the way. 

There years before, when MasseiiUy who then 
commanded the van of Bonaparte's army, approacji- 
ed this city, he was met by a band of traitors and 
rebels, who hailed him as the harbinger of liberty. 
Very different was the procession that went out to 
welcome Suworozv. The archbishop of Milan, 
who, like his predecessor St. AmbrosCy had scorned 
to abandon his flock to despair amidst the barba- 
rians, was at the head, followed by his clergy, and 
the old magistracy who were so horribly oppressed 
on the invasion of the French. They met the Au- 
stro Russian army at Crassenzago, and delivered to 
Suworow the keys of the city, but could not .find 
language sufficient to express their joy and then- 
gratitude. From Cressenvago to Milan, which was 

Dr.pARTMENTS. 
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three miles, the way was so crowded that the army 
could scarcely advance. From the streets, the win- 
dows, the house tops of the city, the conqueror 
was saluted with continued shouts of " Long live 
Religion, the Emperor, andSuworOw !" Such were 
the lamentations, which, after a three years' trial, 
the loss of republicanism excited in Lomb^rdy ! 

Very few excesses were committed. Some houses 
belonging to the leading revolutionists, such as Ser- 
belloni at Milan, and Campara at Brescia, were 
plundered, and that more by the populace than 
by the troops. At the same time that an amnesty 
was published, a proclamation, as wise as neces- 
sary, was issued, forbidding all reprisals, all vio- 
lence against the partisans of the annihilated system. 
The amnesty, however, could not be, nor was it, 
extended to the principal authors of the public ca- 
lamities, to those who before the French irruption 
and to the very last day persisted in preferring the 
interests of the Directory of Paris to those of their 
fellow subjects, and in being the accomplices and 
executioners of the oppression under which Lom- 
bardy groaned. Some persons of ill repute were 
arrested for the sake of policy, but most of the 
great criminals and appointed agents had followed 
the French army to Turin. 

The Cisalpine Directory was composed of five 
fellows named Savoldoy Akssandriy Testis LambertU 
and Adelasio. Their brethren of Paris baa inserted 
them in the national Almanack of France, next to 
the Emperor of Russia. One of these rcnegadoes 
thought it best to purchase his pardon by returning 
to the frontiers, where, by consent of the Minister 
of Finance and some other members of the admi- 
nistration, he gave up the secret repositories and ar- 
chives of the runaway government. 

TurinofFering no security sufficiently stable to this 
horde of wandering dignitaries arid their depen- 
dants. 
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dants, to the vultures, agents, and constituted rob- 
bers who followed the French army, the caravans 
of them made their way by Mount Cenis, flowing 
into France, that common sewer of the revolu- 
tionary filth of Europe, and into which the refuse of 
Switzerland, ' Italy, Ireland, and Germany, have- 
been continually pouring. A spectator of this dis- 
charge of corruption tells us, that no pencil can 
paint the band, pursued in imagination by the cos- 
sacks, clambering over the precipices of the Alps, 
a-foot, on mules, on asses, and litters;' nor the 
medley of directors, legislators, ambassadors, se- 
cretaries, prostitutes, players, deserters^ sans-culottes, 
usurers, and dethroned delegates, here cursed and 
there laughed at by the people who were witnesses 
of this new flight to paradise ^ consolhig themselves 
for their miseries, with imprecations, and loading 
one another with censure. 

At the end of eight days, there remained not, in 
Milan, a vestige of the republican government. 
The Executive Directory, the ministers of war, 
of finance and of foreign affairs, the council of 
elders, the council of youngers, the committees 
of safety and ot* sjcresy, the departmental admi- 
nistrators and municipal officers, the revolutionary 
. tribunals and national guards, the requisitions, 
tricolourcd flags, cockades, passports, certificates of 
civism, forced loans, jack-ketches, liberty-caps and 
guillotines, ail were vanished like the phan- 
toms of a dream ! the Imperial government was 
re-established in all its parts. The armorial bear- 
ings of the apes of France, yet new and fresh, 
gave place to the Royal Eagle, and the Cisal- 
pine soldiers, deserted by the rebel chiefs, enlisted 
under the banners of their lawful sovereign. 

Thus perished, after an existence of three years, 
that wonderful creation of Bonaparte's genius, the 
mighty Cisalpine republic ! That state, in which 

all 
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all malignant republicans hoped to see another per- 
manent example of succest fill rebellion, was van- 
quished by Suworow in one week ; and the divans oi 
rebels, who had tricked themselves out in robes 
and badges, and who had treated nobles and 
princes with disdain, were, in a few hours, re- 
duced to a handfiil of vagabonds, by whose flight 
Italy was purified, and the republican hordes at 
Paris augmented. 

In the meantime the fortresses left behind, in 
the hands of the French, fell, one after another, 
before the Imperial arms. On the 30th of April 
fort Orci Nuovo opened its gates. Peschiera, with 
a garrison of 1,500 men, capitulated with General 
Kray on the 5th of May ; and Pizzighitone surren- 
dered on the 10th of the same month to General 
Kaim. In the capitulation for the surrender of 
Peschiera, the French urged very strenuously that 
none oi the inhabitants should be called to account 
for their political or religious opinions and princi- 
ples, or for having seized in the French army ; but 
this condition General Kray absolutely refused to 
grant. 

Beyond the Tesino, the northern part of Pied*- 
mont, from that river to the Doria Baltea, which 
descends from the Duchy of Aosta, Novara poorly 
fortified, Vercelli and Ivrea still worse so, the 
higher countries bordering on the Lake of Como 
and Lake Major, and the intermediate Swiss Bai- 
liwicks, were delivered. Parties were pushed on 
from Ivrea to Chivazzo, to within five leagues of 
Turin, and to the right of the Po. 

To the left. Prince Hohenzollern and General 
Klenait ovciTan the Duchy of Parma and the Mo- 
denese : Reggio, whose civism was distinguished 
by B()napa7*tey and which had embraced the revo- 
lution with peculiar ardour, Reggio, after the bat^^ 
tie of the Adda, hastened to send its keys and de- 
puties^ 



^ JANUARY, i8oo- 17s 

puties 5 and the cries of Viva la Beligione ! Viva 
Vlmperatore ! succeeded to those of Viva VEgua-^ 
lital 

In all these different countries, transports of joy, 
mingled with those of resentment against the Re- 
volutionists, who were ironically called Patriots. 
At Pavia several of them were pot able to escape 
the popular fiiry : they would all have fallen by the 
vengeance of the people, had they not been pro- 
tected by those soldiers, whom three months before 
they spoke of with insolent contempt. This inevi- 
t^le and natural resentment broke out particularly 
in the Swiss Bailliwicks : that of Sugano did not 
wait for the arrival of the Austrians to drive out th^ 
French, and to exercise a bloody retaliation tipon 
them. In a word, the predictions pronounced 
three years past of the fate reserved by the Italians 
for their oppressors, their institutes, their proselytes, 
and their insignia of rebellion. Impiety, and anar- 
chyy were accomplished. This was the ninth time 
th^ the French thus expiated their conquests be- 
yond the Alps. 

These general insurrections, which in such cases 
were indeed become the most sacred of duties^ pow- 
erfully concurred with the rapid march of the Allies 
to hasten the flight and disorder of the French. 
They had no time to save their magazines, to strip 
the evacuated towns, or carry off their stores ot 
ammunition and other effects, which were aban- 
doned to the conqueror. At Novara, by the col- 
lusion of one of the Milanese Directors and the 
Treasurers, General Viikassotvich discovered the 
chest of the Cisalpine republic, containing seven 
millions of livres of the country in cash. 

This happy change was owing to the wise policy 
no less than to the military skill and bravery of 
SmvoroxVy who, after havings by his arms, struck 

terror 
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terror to the hearts ot the Republicans, issued the 
following proclamation. 

" Italian Nations ! 

" Arm, and unite under the banner of him who 
fights for God and Religion, and you will triumph 
over a perfidious enemy. The army of his Majesty 
the Emperor and King fight the French and shed 
their own blood in defence of our most" holy Reli- 
gion, and to restore to you your possessions and 
your ancient government. Were not the French 
perpetually demanding enormous sums of money ? 
Did they not exact extraordinary requisitions of 
you ? And, what to fathers of families is still more 
cruel, did they not tear your children from you at 
the chimerical names of Liberty and Equality, to 
make them fight against the troops of your legiti- 
mate Sovereign, of a father who loves you, of the 
most ardent protector of our holy Religion ? Be 
comforted. Nations ! There is a God who watches 
over you, and armies that defend you. Look at 
this host of soldiers : another army is sent by the 
Emperor of Russia, the ally of yours. See here the 
victorious army of your Emperor; see on all sides 
considerate nations flill of enthusiasm co-operating 
to put an end to this bloody struggle. An irn- 
mense number of noble warriors are come to deli- 
ver Italy. Fear nothing ; the armies are fighting 
against the French Republic, in order to restore 
your laws, re-establish religion, and revive public 
and private tranquillity, by delivering you from the 
yoke under which you have groaned for three years 
past. The faithful servants of religion shall be re- 
instated in their offices and property. But, mark! — 
If there be found among you a being perfidious 
enough to bear arms against his Sovereign, or to 
favour the enterprises of the French Republic — such 
a traitor shall, without consideration of situation, 

birth. 
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birth, rank, employment or condition, be shot, 
and his property all confiscated from his family. 
Your wisdom, Italian Nations, gives every reason 
to hope that, knowing the justice of our cause, you 
will not reduce us to the necessity of putting these 
rigorous measures into execution, but that you 
will give us every possible proof of loyalty and gra- 
titude to a Sovereign so gracious to you. 

(Signed) " Scworow.*' 

The writer of this address was certainly better 
acquainted with the genius of the Italians, than 
Bonaparte's poets and orators were. The end, the 
motives, the duties, the crimes and panishmenti 
are stated unambiguously. TTiere is a God zvho 
watches over you^ and armies that defend youl-^ 
This is a different kind of eloquence from the impi- 
ous rhodomontades by which the Generals of the 
Directory terrified the nations. 

Among the measures of SuworoxVy there was one 
which was highly characteristic of a just and noble 
mind, and which eflfectually put a stop to the cruel 
persecution of the French refugees, the victims of 
their duty and attachment, shedding their blood in 
company with the confederate armies, while they 
were excluded from the laws of war, not admitted 
to be exchanged, and, if taken prisoners, murdered 
in the uniform of the powers who were at war with 
their oppressors. The Princes of Lorraine, the 
Prmces Charles and Victor of liohauy Colonels de 
Carnevilley de Gorger, and many others were serv- 
mg with glory in the Imperial army. In order to 
insure those rights which cannot be denied the com- 
monest soldier, 'Sutvorow intimated to General 
Moreau that he would order one hundi'ed French 
prisoners to be shot for every emigrant, serving un- 
der him, against whom the decrees of the republic 
should be put in execution. 

VOL. XI. N - During^ 
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During this general i^TCck of republicanism, 
Mortau was very aukwardly situated. He left. 
Turin, whither he had been driven by his defeat of 
the 27 th of April, and posted himself about the 
fifth of May, in the anijle of the two rivers between 
Vaknza and Alexandria, with a view of protecting 
tlie fortress of Tortona, which has always been re- 
garded by the French as the key of Italy. But, 
trom the same motive that the French wished to 

f>reserve this fortress, Suworow wished to wrest it 
i-om them. This he effected by marching out, on 
the ninth of May, with his whole army, and over- 
awing Moreau, while he sent detachments forward 
against the fortress. The Imperial troops under 
General Melas and the Marquis Casteller, entered 
Tortona, the French garrison retiring to the cita- 
del. The loyal inhabitants received their deliverers 
with every demonstration of joy. The town was 
illuminated the whole night, and the next day high 
mass and 7> Deum were sung in those churches, 
within whose sacred walls the impious republicans 
had committed every species of abomination. The 
citadel, which contained a garrison of seven hun- 
dred men, was immediately besieged. 

Unable to stop the progress of the Imperial arms 
for a single hour, even when an object so great 
as Tortona was at stake, it was no wonder that 
Moreau soon found it necessary to retreat still nearer 
to the Alps. Before the end of May, he aban- 
doned his position between the Po, the Tanaro, 
and'Bormido, and retreated to Coni. He was 
compelled to make this movement, not by any 
consKlerable defeat of the army immediately under 
his command: the step was the necessary conse- 
quence of several battles, which, though not gene- 
ral, always weakened the republican army. Be- 
sid<*s, the manoeuvres of the enemy threatened 
daily to hem him in and surround him ; the Piei- 

montese 
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montcsc were taking up arms against him in his 
fear, while, in .front, the ihdefatigable activity q£ 
Smvorow, gave him not a moment's fesf . 

The towns and citadels, in the mean time, which 
remained iri the hands of the French,, were daily 
surrendering to the Imperial arms. The castle of 
Milan capitulated on the 2ith of May ;* the cita- 
del of Ferrara followed on the 25 th, and Ravenna 
on the 27th. Bologna, Where there was a consi- 
derable revoltitionar}' party with a Frefich regiment, 
was iittacked by General Rlenau, who had before; 
taken Ferrara. Mantua^ therefore^, was now the 
only fortress of great importance that the allies had' 
left behind them in the hands of the Frefnch. ^ 

In Piedmont, Casal and Valenza surrenderecT 
without resistance, and, on the 27th of May, the*' 
right of the Imperial army entered Turin, the gate^ 
being opened by the inhabitants, and the French 



* The republicans first entered Milan in the month of May;, 
1796, and, in Maj 1799, it was eirtirely delivered of then^ 5 but, 
they made dreadful havock during fheir stay. Besides disfiguring 
many valuable monuments of antiquity, and destroying others,- 
that prince of plunderers, Bonaparte, sent off a great number of 
manuscripts, paintings, &c. &c. to Paris. GJould the thieves of 
all countries be collected together into an array, Bonaparte would 
be a tit corriitiandef for thetti. 

Milan is a very ancient city, and not more ancient than famed 
m history^ It was built in the year 395 aft^ the building of 
Rome j it has been besieged forty-five times, twenty-three times 
tflken, and four times almost entirely destroyed. It was rased to 
the ground by \Jte Emperor Frederick Barb^Sfrossa, in U58, for 
its rebellion. Notwithstanding all this devastation, it rose again 
out of its ruins, and was as populous in the sixteenth century, 
that, in the year 1.524, according to report, 300,000 persons 
wefe carried off by the plague (without the assistance of*' 7rttT- 
curial purges,*' and " bleeding almost to death"J : at present it 
contains about 170,000 inhabitants. It has twenty-two gatesy 
sixty-one churches, besides many other magnificent buildings* 
The city is fortified by a rampart and wall, and has a citadel, 
consisting of a castle surrounded widi six bastions and out- 
works. 

N 2 garrison 



ite SUWOROWs ITALIAN CAMPAIGN. 

Sarrison having retired to the citadel. Thus was 
nc capital of another Christian Prince once more 
x'escued from the tyranny of the barbarians. The 
republicans did indeed, after they had retired to 
the citadel, begin to play upon the town ; but the 
fatal effects of this last effort of their fiend-like ma- 
lice was prevented, by a cominunication made to 
them by the order of Suworow, who assured them, 
that unless they immediately ceased their fire on 
the city, 720 quarter should be granted to them- 
selves. They remembered the mstory of Ismael, 
and they had the prudence to cease.* 

There remained to be reduced the citadels of 
^urin, Alexandria and Tortona. The first a most 
excellent fortress, with three thousand men, and 
an ample supply of ammunition and provisions. 
Coni, whither Moreau was retired, was capable of 
defence ; but from Coni to tlie frontiers of France, 
there were no fortifications, except Saivona and 
Montalban. 

The despots of Paris had not, however, been 
idle all this time. They made great and astonishing 
exertions to reinforce the army of Moreau ; the 
greater part of the body, which was stationed towards 
Nice, under the command of Aiigereau was 
sent to join him ; two whole divisions were sent 
him from the army in Switzerland ; and the con- 
scripts were hastened away from the interior of 
France, in their wooden shoes, and the bayonet 
at their backs. 

• The remaining hope of the Directory, was, to 
assemble by successive reinforcements a body suf- 
ficient to command the attention of Suworow's 
army, (now greatly reduced by the detachments he 

■ * Itis worthy of observation, that the republicans have alwfiys 
ten ^o^ insoflent to those, who were foolish enough to treat 
them with gentleness. ^ Suworow knQw \X\dx dispositions w^eli: ' 

'■" had 
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had made from it), till Macdonald could form a 
junction with Moreau, or till by the rapid marches, 
which Macdonald was ordered to make, Suworov^' 
should be placed between two fires. 

Some supposed, that Macdonald, who was ad- 
vancing through Tuscany, would proceed with a|^ 
haste to Genoa, by the way or Lucca, Massa, 
Carrara, and Sarsana ; but the plah was more 
bold. Macdonald, havino^ been joined by the d>. 
vision of Victor, instead o? attempting to join Mo- 
reau by passing through the Genoese territory^ 
turned off from the sea-shore, and having left most 
of his artillery and heavy baggage in the states o( 
the Church, pushed on with great rapidity through 
Modena and Parma, in order to form a junction 
with Moreau in the Tortonese, whence they wfere 
to cross the Po together, and march to the relief of 
Mantua. 

This plan was not injudicious, its execution was 
committed to men of great skill and of undoubted! 
bravery, and; had it succeeded, the Imperialists 
would not only have lost all their conquests in the 
Cisalpine republic, but would, themselves, have 
been placed in a very dangerous situation. But 
it was completely frustrated by the superior genius^ 
the watchfulness, and the unexampled promptitude 
ofSuworow. 

Moreau's head-quarters were at Coni, between 
which' and Genoa he preserved a communication. 
Suworow was at Turin, from which place, in order 
to aid the loyal Piedmontese, and to prevent Mo- 
reau. from receiving succours across the Alps, he 
had touted on his advanced posts to Suz?i, Assiett^ 
and jWgnerola, and had detached a party to tak^ 
possessions of the valleys of Vaudois, where the 
French had raised the people in their cause. The 
advanced guar4 of his a? my extende4 to Cher^sco 
an4 it3 neighbourhood. He was i^aldnfi; prepara- 
^ N S tions 
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tions for the siege of the citadel of Turin, while he 
overlooked and protected the blockades of the ci- 
tadels of Alexandria and Tortona. Xumerous, 
however, as were the objects tliat demanded his 
Atention, the motions of Macdonald did not escape 
his watchful eye ; and, though he had little expec- 
tation of the republican's attempting what it afters 
wards appeared he had in view, yet. the Field? 
Marslial took care to station Major-General Ho- 
henzollern, with ^ considerable body of troops, at 
Modena, and Lieutenant-General Ott, with ten 
thousand men, at Fort Novo, between Parma and 
Placenza, while the body, under General Klenau, 
at Bologna, was ordered to come up, and act as a 
corps ot reserve to either of these that should be 
attacked. 

Suworow, as soon as he was apprized of the 
route that Macdonald had taken, went from Turin 
to Alexandria, where he assembled his army, on 
the J5thof June, in order to meet him, give hin^ 
battle, and prevent any junction of his army with 
tbatof Moreau. 

In the mean time, Macdonald, the celerity of 
whose march was astonishing, arrived at Modena, 
on the 12th, attacked the advanced corps under 
general Ilohenzollern, and obliged him to recros^ 
the Po with great precipitation and considerable 
loss, while his superior force held General Klenau 
in perfect inactivity. From Modena he pushed on 
with incredible speed through Reggio and Parma, 
and, on the 17th, prei^ented himself before Fort 
Novo, where he fell upon the corps under General 
Ott, who had received orders not to weakeri- his 
force by a hazardous battle, .but rather give way^ 
and retreat towards the main army, which was ad- 
vancing to his support. 

. hitherto the active 4nd* daring Macdonald had 
met with no obstacle. Mpreau, too, had quitted 

Coni, 
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Coni, and, by rapid marches, was approacliing 
his countrymen; so that, on the 17th, the Repnb-' 
lican armies were but a few leagues from eacV 
other. Macdbnald having proceeded with so much 
facility, having driven corps after corps before him, 
seems to have been intoxicated with his success j 
for, when he saw the ten'thousand men under Ge- 
neral Ott retreat so hastily from Fort Novo, wit\x 
little or no resistance, he is said to have written to 
Moreau in the following words : ^^ La victoire esf 
*^ encore fidde aux armes des republicains : il ne 
" reste plus qu'une petite espace entre nous, et les 
" routes sont belles."* Moreau replied to the 
bearer of the letter : " C'est vrai, qu'il n'y reste 
" qu'une petite espace entre nous ; 7?ia2S dans cettt 
" espace il se trouve Suworow^ qui vaut bien une 
" mauvaise route, f " But Moreau had been at the 
battle of the Adda! 

Just after Macdonald had driven in General 
Ott, and had crossed the Trebia, which opened to 
him the way to Tortona, where Moreau was al- 
ready arrived, he was met by Suwotcko. There 
ended his career! There he found, as Moreail 
had foretold, " an obstacle full as formidable as 2^ 
" bad road." The gulph between Lazarus and 
Dives was not more dangerous and terrific, than 
the space which now remained between the re- 
publican armies. 

. - i ■ I I » I 1^ i^,. . ■■ I ■ n ^1 

* " Victoiy is still faithful to the arms of the Republicans ; 
" there remains but a little space between us, and the roads are 
" excellent." I 

t " It is true, there is now but a little space between us^j 
" hut in that space is Suworow, au obstacle full as formidablle 
•f^ 98 a bad road." 

N 4 The 
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The Field-Marshal arrived, with the vanguard, 
2^ St. Giovanni,* at the nloment that Macdonald 
was making up to it, in pursuit of General Ott. 
Suworow, though his troops were greMlv fatigued, 
immediately rusned on to the support of General 
Ott, with his vanguard, under Prince Porkn^on, 
and two regiments of Cossacks, the latter he led in 
person, and commenced a most furious and de- 
structive attack, in which he was soon after sup- 
forted by his infantry, on the left wing of the 
rench, who, after an obstinate resistance, were 
driven across the little river Tidone, leaving one 
tilousand men killed, a great number wounded, 
and four hundred prisoners. In the mean time, 
the right wing and flank of the republicans were 
attacked by the Russian General Prince Gorzakow, 
while General Ott advanced against the centre. 
The French were repulsed every where, and were 
all driven over the Tidone before sun-set. 

Night suspended, but was very far from putting 
an end to the battle. Macdonald retreated to the 
Trebia, on the left bank of which he formed his 
line of battle during the night, which Suworow's 
army passed on the left bank of the "Ildone, six or 
seven miles from the Trebia, with which it runs for 
some distance, in a line nearly parallel. 

The troops, on both sides, were cruelly fatigued. 
Suworow, therefore, did not put his army in mo- 
tion till late the next morning, knowing that the 
additional energy, which his troops wouJd receive 
from proper refreshment, would more than over- 
balance any advantage of position, that the enemy 
could derive from a few hours delay. 



^ A castle and small fortress ip the Datchy of Parma, t«n 
Dulles firofx^ Placenza, or Placentia. 

It 
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It was ten o'cbck in the morning of the eight- 
eenth, when the Imperial army broke up from the 
leftb^nk'of the Tidon^, forded the river in three 
columns, and advanced towards the enemy ; but, 
the countsy, though very flat, being intersected by 
numerous hedges, rows of vines, and deep ditches, 
it was with no small difficulty, that Prince Porkra- 
zion, with the advanced guard, reached the French 
left wing by one o'clock. Suworow's army con- 
sisted of seventeen battalions of Russians, twelve 
battalions of Austrian dragoons^ and three regi- 
ments of Cossacks, besides the Austrian division 
under General Ott, making in all about 30,000 
men; so that the two armies were equal as to 
numbers, and that of Macdonald was composed 
entirely of French troops, one Polish legion ex- 
cepted. The French had, indeed, the advantage 
of having choseiKtheir ground ; but, as the country 
was perfectly level, and as there were neither re- 
doubts nor intrenchments, this advantage was veiy 
inconsiderable. - 

Now, then, the long-contested question respect- 
ing the pretended superiority s)\ republican courage' 
was to be fairly and finally decided. On the one 
side were ImperialistSy led by a nobleman not more 
famed for his valour than his loyalty and piety ; 
©n the other, were Republicans^ conimandcd by a 
mts-adotte^ bold and persevering, inured to trea- 
son, sacrilege and blood. The strength of the 
coBftbatants was equal, and great was the stake ; 
for, on the'issue of the battle it depended, not only 
whether the laurel should grace the brow of Su- 
Worow, or of Macdonald ; but, whether loyalty, 
or treason, should prosper, and whether Italy, the 
seat of the arts and t)ie garden of the world, should, 
ia future, conidst of Christian kingdoms and prin- 
cipaiities, or gf base ^nd impious republics. 

Suworow 
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Suworow put his right wing under the command 
of the Russian General Rosenhurg, his left under 
that of the Austrian General Melas, and the centre 
under that of the Russian General Foerster. The 
Russian Major-General Prince Porkrazion com- 
manded the vanguard, and Prince Lichtenstein 
the reserve. Prince Porkrazion had the honour of 
beginning the attack. He marched up to Mac- 
nonald's left w^ing, and, amidst a shower of balls 
and grape-shot, ruslied in at the head of his infantry 
with fixed bayonets, while his cossacks turned its 
flank. The French retreated, leaving prisoners in 
the hands of the Prince, their Adjutant-General, 
two Colonels, and six hundred men of the Polish 
legion, with one cannon and a pair of colours, 
^lacdonald, seeing the situation or his left wing, 
dispatched to its assistance a strong reinforcement, 
to oppose which General Rosenberg added the 
whole division of Sweykowsky to the vanguard of 
Prince Porkrazion. Tiie attack was renewed, and' 
French, after a very stout resistance, and conside- 
rable loss in killed and taken, were driven across 
the Trebia. 

In the mean time, the centre of the Imperialists, 
under General Foerster, with its light vanguard, 
fcll in with the vanguard of the French, which was 
composed of one thousand horse and a regiment of 
infantry, and was stationed about half way be- 
tween the Tidonc and the Ti ebia. This vanguard 
was attacked and driven back in great contusion 
on the centre of the French line, which was then 
attacked by the Russians with charged bayonets, 
and forced across the Trebia; but, Macdona;ld, 
being resolved, if possible, to regain his position, 
and having speedily reinforced his centre with se- 
veral battalions and a strong division of cavalry,- 
broke through the ranks of the Austrian infantry, 
and, with a body of ten thousand men, reached 

•'' ttfe 
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the left bank, where he was, however,, met with 
such unshaken courage by the Russian column, 
who coolly waited his approach, and then threw 
themselves on him with fixed bayonets, that he 
was obliged again to take shelter on the other side 
of the river. 

Nor was the left wing of the Imperialists less 
active, less brave, or less successful. General 
Melas, having under him tTie Austrian divisions of- 
Generals Ott and Froelich, attacked the French 
\yith great intrepidity, and, though he had to over- 
come intrepidity equal to his own, he finally suc- 
ceeded in driving the enemy from the left bank, 
but without following him across the river. 

Thus terminated the second day of this well- 
fought battle, without any thing very decisive. 
Macdonald's whole army had, indeed, been obliged 
to retreat over the Trebia ; but the ground he had 
Jost was not much, and his new position was full 
?is ffood as his former one. To attack him the Im- 
perialists must cross the river, ?ind, in so doing must 
expose themselves to his fire. His loss had, it is 
tme, been considerable ; but hi^ assailants also had 
met with loss, and the prisoners they had taken 
from him required troops to guard them. Besides, 
Macdonald was in hourly expectation of the arrival 
of a legion of lyigurians, under the command of 
Geiver^l la Poype, who were coming from the 
mountains of Genoa, above Bobbio, and were to 
fall upon the right flank of the Imperial army. He, 
moreover, entertained strong hopes, and not with- 
out some reason, that Moreau would, during the 
next day, come up and fall upon the rearof Suwo- 
row, while he engaged him in front. 
. The Field Marshal did not pass the night 
without anxiety. He had left the Count of 
Bellegarde to blockade in his absence, the citadels 
pf TortoHa and Alexandria, and to oppose as long 

as 
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as possible, the progress of Moreaiiu shotSd ht ad- 
vance ; but, as the ^rce under the Coraat was tot 
incorisiderabic, and, as the strength of Moreaa's 
army was unknown, the gallant and pcrsevenng 
resistance of M^cdonald, which had alrcaSr prt>- 
longcd the battle to an unexpected duratiai^ conld 
not fail to produce uneasy sen^tions in thennadof 
Suworow. During the night, he caljed Ins gesie- 
rals together, and, after having stated to tbemthor 
situation, and tfie difficulty they must expect to en- 
counter, he took his leave of them with &ese im- 
pressive words : " To-morrow, gentlemen, remem- 
** her, thi\t on our swords will hang, got own bo- 
'^ nours, tJic glory of our sovereigns, and the fete of 
" Italy." 

On th<* morning of the 19th, the tmops of both 
armies were '>o fatigued, that the battle did not be- 
gin till nine o'clock. The lines were drawn up 
on the two banks of the Trcbia, the Imperialists on 
the left bank and the French on the right. The 
river is nearly a mile wide from bank to bank. The 
intermediate space is an open sand divided by 
several streams, which were, however, fordable in 
all parts. Mobile the allies were preparing to 
make an attack, the French began a most tremen- 
dous fire upon the whole line, and, advancing at 
the same time, with great celerity, against the vil- 
lage of Cassrdeggio, they turned the right wing of 
the Russians, and obliged them, for some time to 
fall back; but, at this instant. Prince Porkrazion 
fell upon their rear and flank, and made great ha- 
vock amongst them. They did not, however, give 
up their object ; they repeatedly renev»^ed the attack 
upon the village, and were every time repulsed by the 
Russians. The whole left wing of Macdonald now 
made a furious attack upon the right of the Rus-^ 
sians ; the battle became uncommonly obstinate 

and 
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and bloody ; General Dahlheim made the first im- 
pression upon the French, who, still undaunted, 
made a second attack^ and though General Rosen- 
bergh broke through their whole line, this did not 
prevent them from rallying, and with redoubled fury, 
commencing a third attack. The contest was here 
at last decided by the advance of Prince Pbrk- 
razion, who, at the head of his cossacs, threw 
himself amidst the French with irresistible impe- 
tuosity, and produced a confusion of which Ge- 
neral Rosenbergh took advantage and completed 
their defeat. 

To the left, the attack of the French was equally 
violent on General Melas. They crossed the river 
with two thousand horse and a strong column of 
infantry, detaching, at the same time, a second co- 
lumn along the Po, in order to turn the left flank of 
General Ott. But both columns were repulsed. 
Prince Lichtenstein, without considering his su- 
perior force, met the vanguard of the cavaliy, at- 
tacked it, and driving it back upon the infantry, 
broke the line. The French, however, rallied 
again, and were again charged by the prince, 
while the main body of the Austrians, with Gene- 
ral Melas at their head, came up, and finding the 
enemy already in confusion, drove them back with 
very great loss in killed, wounded and taken. 

But, it was for the centre of the Imperialists, 
composed of Russians, and commanded by Ge- 
neral Foerster, that Macdonald reserved his most 
furious assault. Opposite this part of the army he 
had erected some considerable batteries, from which 
he kept up a constant and heavy fire, while he in 
person advanced across the river with his centre 
column consisting of the flower of his army. Th<* 
Russians, without firing a gun, waited his approach, 
with fixed bayonets, tiU 1^ reached the left bank 
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of the river, when the whole column, led by Su- 
worow in person with General Foerster by his side, 
darted forward upon his vanguard, which, imme- 
diately recoiling, threw the main body into con- 
fusion. The carnage that ensued was dreadiiily 
but, Macdonald, whom nothing seemed to dis- 
hearten, and who still hoped to see Moreau arrive^ 
rallied his troops and returned to the attack. He 
was again repulsed and thrown into confusion, and 
again be rallied and renewed the fight. He wa& 
repulsed again, and was again endeavouring to 
rally, but finding it impossible, he attempted tc^ 
retreat in some order ; but in this also his endea- 
vours were useless. The French fled in the greatestn^ 
disorder and were pursued till the close of evpnin g^- — 
by the victorious Suworow, who strewed the sand^^ 
of the Trebia with the bodies of four thousand re — — 
publicans. This blow put an end to the memorabl^^ 
and obstinate battle of the Trebia. The Frenchrm 
were once more driven across the river, and nigh^*^ 
once more sheltered them from the pursuit of thei 
enemies. 

Macdonald, who had, at last, determined on 
retreat, did not wait for the sun to light him on hi; 
way. He decamped in the night, sending off th( 
division of ^"ictor towards the Val de Taro to kec 
open his communication with Genoa, and hasten- 
ing, with the rest of his army, across the duchy ot 
Modcna, towards Tuscany. Suworow did jiot- 
like General Howe after the battle of the White 
Plains, desist from a pursuit, saying that there xvas 
enough done for one time. No ; he formed his 
army into flying columns, the Russians on the riglit 
and the Austrians on the left, and following the 
fli^^ein^ enemy with all possible speed as far as the 
river Nura, where the right column overtook their 
rear guard near St. Giorgio, made prisoners of half 

the 
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the seventeenth brigade, and about one thousand 
men belonging to the regiment formerly the famous 
Auvergne. 

Tlie pursuit was continued, on the 21st, as far as 
Fiorenzola. General Ott reached Borgo St. Tonio 
the same day, and, the next, he pursued the French 
to Parma, where General HohenzoUern had already 
arrived, and found several of Macdonald's wound- 
ed men left behind. On the 22d the armv rested 
at Fiorenzola whence, however, in consequence 
of intelligence received from his rear, Suworow 
hastened back, by forced marches, towards Tor- 
tona. 

The Ligurian*legion, consisting of 3,000 men., 
which Macdonald had, for three days, so anxiously 
expected, had approached near to the scene of 
action ; but being met by General Betetzky, who 
had been detached by the Field-Marshal for that 
purpose, they immediately retreated towards Bob- 
bio, were pursued by General Betetzky, with two 
regiments of cossacks, and were all dispersed ex- 
cept 500 killed and 103 taken prisoners. But, Mo- 
reau had, during the absence of Suworow, leftConi 
and advanced, with an army of 15,000 men, into 
the plains between Tortona and Alexandria. On 
the 20th, he attacked the Austrian corps under the 
Count of Bellegarde, who had been left by the 
Field Marshal to blockade those two citadels. Tue 
Count's force was very inconsiderable; he succeed- 
ed, however, though with the severe loss of 2,100 
men in killed, wounded and prisoners, in keeping 
Morcau at hay for four days, at the end of which, 
the latter, hearing of the defeat of Macdonald, 
aiid fearing the return of Soworow, began his re- 
treat through Novi and over the Bochetta, towards 
Gavi and Genoa, and had the good luck to be out 
of reach before the Field Marshal aravcd. . ■ '• 

In 
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I2 r» 3«r tra-?. :>.e rear of MacdonaM^s army, 
Trjs'nsrrMBed by- ?btf divisions under Generak Ott, 
rv- iiK^'ii^ruf!::! ir.i K'en2.u, who sent in great num- 
io> :r rrsccter^. 1>. e division of Victor was com- 
K-Ici r.'' i.rarx:':n irs position in the Val de Taro, 
irni *- riv:r r^rij^ in the Genoese territoiy; and 
\£ioi' r^LC *:!ir::5eif, driven from a position he had 
tr-ji-?:- Si'ird r:e Secchia,* pursued by the Impe- 
r.L:sr< Mm^-^'-i bj oxitinual insurrections of the 
XV rlo -: Tu>c:irv, betrayed by the Cisalpine Ge- 
v^^ i,^ fz.^. V. hcci he had left in that country, 
•irv.' 'vrjxvi '.v-ti-: the approach of a corps of Rus- 
X . - .< i;.\:>:-.i :vir -\r.cona, at last submitted to, 
.."^' XV* 1 c.H-:*rr»- di^Qgured by Ids crimes. He 
XV \* :'*c --^cnbe re:nains of his army, now re- 
.rwcv r» i'xc: >.vW men, fcrst towards Leghorn, 
r V ; X xv Jtlcnj :->c states of Genoa and the county 
,•: \.>\\ >K vrco rav>>t of his skeleton divisions 
x^r'-xv. J ^uvtvon w-V': Moreaa, while he himself, 
IX ,t *vw-j-.: vc hr> br/tv-ry^ his perseverance, his in- 
v*w. .Nc r ^.s juxl >urrerbgs, and his unshaken fide- 
*i ^ :^^ >/> ::u>t. ^^.•JL< m^g'iected, if not disgraced by 
h.N -Vvt^uv^ Svxh luis ever been the gratitude of 

S..-vv:v^ V \\u> uo\v reaping the fruits of his vic- 
^*: ^ . .i I'Uv^t cho avlaiirrttion, tr.e applauses, and be- 
?nv'aCv.^x ^ f rho -j^cople for whom he was combat- 
vv^ I -^' lv\v^ '^^f ^-'-^ h.iivrialists, in the battle of 
t V Tvvbuu Koasi<:cd of one Lieutenant-colonel, 
t.n;r\ ^i\ orUvTOts ot the staff and commissioned of- 
hv.^?N\ auvl :^^Jc^O men, k:Iled ; and of three Ge- 
Vxi.ils. thrvx^ Cok>uol>, cue Lieutenant-colonel, 187 
>uiil and vV;xauiii*ioned officers, and 4,300 men, 
(\v^v'**iv\; * maivir.g in ail 7J81 "men. ITie French 
lv»^l, iu \:-V«\/, ci/l\K> men, of all ranks; in prisoners 
fi,i\\^ :^, ri\\firU c/ bufflcy 5,087 3 xvounded, made 

» «\ tivci oa the confines of Tuscany. 

prisoners. 
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prisoners, 7,183, amongst whom were 502 officers 
of the staff and commissioned officers, eight Colo- 
nels, two Generals of division (Olivier and Ruska)^ 
and two Generals of brigade (SalmdiXid Cambrecy) ; 
making in the whole 18,470 men. 

But, it was neither the prisoners taken, nor the 
numbers slain, it was neither the duration of the 
contest nor the valour displayed, that gavQ the naost 
eclat to the action on the Trebia. Battles, which^ 
though long and bloody, are followed by no impor- 
tant and durable consequences, require the assist- 
ance of books to preserve them from oblivion ; 
while others, which, like those of Blenheim^ Pultu- 
wa, ffastings, and Agincourt^ decide the fate of a 
campaign, or change the dynasty of an empire, are - 
immortalized without the aid of historians or poets. 
This is the destiny of the battle of Trebia ; for, it at 
once decided the fate of the camp^gn and of 
It^. 

"nie attempt of the French Generals was, in- 
deed, an act of boldness approaching to temerity, 
but tiieir plan was vast, and most admirably con- 
certed. If Suworow had been two days later, 
Moreau and Macdonald would have formed a junc- 
tion, and, with an army of 50,000 men, would not 
only have obtained a reinforcement of 10,000 more, 
by. relieving Mantua, but they would, by the same 
stroke, have completely cut off all communication 
between the armies of Kray and Sitworozv^ and 
would have had it in their power to march against, 
and to defeat, whichsoever they chose. Again, if 
Suworow had had five thousand troops less, if he 
had not previously received a reinforcement from 
General Kray contrary to the secret orders of the 
Aulic Council, or if Moreau or the Ligurian le- 
gion had come up during the battle, the conse- 
quence would have been still more fatal. So that, 
VOL. XI. o in 
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ih whatever point it be viewed, it was the battle 
of the Trebia that purged Italy of republicans, 
and restored seven princes to their dominions. 

After the battle of the Trebia, the Field Mar- 
shal fixed his head quarters at Alexandria, where 
he covered the sieges of the citadel of that place 
and that of Tortona, and where, till the battle of 
Noviy he seemed to have little more to do than re- 
ceive the pleasing details of the consequences of his 
victories and of his judicious arrangements. The 
first intelligence that arrived after his return, was 
that of the surrender of the citadel of Turin, whicl*. 
had capitulated, on condition of the garrison beings 
sent to France to be exchanged. for an equal num — 
ber of Austrians, General Fiorella, the commandants 
of the garrison, and all his officers, being kept , 
hostages for the fulfilment of the articles. Thui 
was this noble city, the capital of Piedmont anc 
the King of Sardinia's dominions, once more 
cleared of its devastators.* On the 30th of June 

* It was by the most atrocious perfidy, that the French, ir 
Dec. 1798, got possession of this city. The timid mooarch 01 
Sardinia had made sacrifice after sacrifice to the peace which h( 
at last obtained} yet, while the Directory and councils were 
■making to him the most solemn protestations of friendship 
their Generals, who pretended to be preparing for the evacu- 
ation of his dominion, secured all the passes to his capital, and 
seized on it in the midst of a profound security. 

To describe the devastation, the horrid crimes, that sue 
ceedcd this perfidious deed, is impossible, *' The wretchcc 
*^ Sovereign," says the Anti-Jacobin, " was not merely dc 
prived'of h.s throne, but subjected to insults and degradatioi 
which render life itself the dearest of purchases. When th 
ruffian General Jouhert entered the royal palace at Turin, head* 
dressed the fallen monarch in language the most insolent and 
vulgar, and, echoing the brutal sentiments of his republican 
masters, told him the time was come to put an end to his per- 
fidious machinations, his infamous treachery, and his base ingra- 
titude to the Grande Nation, He ordered him, in an authoritative 
tone, to quit the country, with his wife, without delays but, 
as for that assassin, his brother (the Duke d'Aosta), he 

should 
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the French garrison of Bologna capitulated with 
General Klenau, and at the same time, the few 
sans-culottes that remained in Florence^ retreated to 
Leghorn^ \srhere as they could escape no further, 
they capitulated. The insignificant garrisons, that 
had been left in different parts of Tuscany followed 
the example of their brother republicans, and laid 
down their arms, one after another ; not, however, 
before they, and their predecessors, under Cham- 
pionnet and Macdonald had left the print of their 
rapacious and sacrilegious hands on that beautiful 
and happy country,' and destroyed in six months, 
the fruit of forty years wise and paternal administra- 

should remain, and be: sent as a hostage, to France. Here fra- 
ternal affection arose superior to every other feeling in the 
breast of this unhappy prince j he begged, intreated^ and im- 
plored for permission to take his brother with him into exile. 
Joubert remained inexorable. At length the King, forgetful of 
j|)is dignity, and departing from that manliness of sentiment 
which dignifies misfortune, and palliates disgrace itself, burst 
into tears* and threw himself at the feet of this wretched upstart, 
this low, base reptile, engendered in the filth of the revolution, 
this miserable satellite of a regicidal penfarchy,.who) either from 

' a momentary impulse of pity, foreign from his nature, or from 
the sudden adoption of a secret resolution to render by subse- 
quent measures, his indulgence nugatory, deigned to signify to 
the supplicating monarch (but still preserving his tone of inso- 
lence and arrogance) his compliance with the request. The 
Royal Family, accordingly, prepared for their departure. As 
they entered the carriage, ;hey were hailed with the tears and 

• lamentations of an affectionate people; — for (will posterity be- 
lieve it !) the prince thus banished from his dominions by a fo- 
reign banditti was beloved by his subjects." One would have 
thought, that this was enough to gratify even republican envy 
and malice ; but, the savage Joubert (whom we shall soon see 
Soworow stretch dead upon the plain) was not yet content, h« 
stripped the King and Queen of their money and jewels, and 
seized every thing valuable in the palace. The royal captives 
were conducted, through the duchies of Milan and iVlodena, 
into Tuscany. On the !Mth of February they embarked on 
board a Ragusan ship at Leghorn, whence a part of the Eng- 
lish squadron, which waited at a distance, conveyed ihcra to 
the island of Sardinia. ^ . 

o 2 tion. 



10 SUWOROWs ITALIAN CAMPAIGN. 

tiorij which all the concessions, hiimiliattons and 
Sacrifices of the Grand Duke had not been able to 
preserve trom their clutches. In the St a f ex qf the 

Cfiurcfi^ where* tvvo months before, ** nothing was 
" to be seen but scaffolds, ruins, famished inhabf- 
" tants, the most horrible tyranny, all the crimes of 
•* avarice, oppression 3 revenge and despair ;" in the 
Sfafes of the Churchy t%vo niontlis before ruled by 
an execrable republican banditti, who extorted the 
last crust from the peasant, and who answered the 
cries of hunger with the bayonet; in these op- 
pressed Slates there now remained only a small 
garrison in Rome (whence Championnet had been 
recalled, and whence Macdonald had withdrawn a 
gri^at part af the troops), a still smaller in Jncona 
and in Civifa Vecvhia. The republican troops in 
the interior were reduced to a few bands af roving 
thieves, who, for safety, depended upon their hiding- 
tola ces rather than tlicir arms. Lower do\wij in the 
Neapaliiun dommiom\ affairs took a turn still more 
decided. Some remains of the royal army having 
assembled in Calabria, with some of the peasants, 
marched under the brave Ctmlinal Rnffo^ to the 
relief of Naj^les, soon after it was left by Mac- 
donald, Just as the city had opened its gates on 
the 27th of June, in consequence of a capitula- 
[iion^ which the king afterwards refused tp ratify be- 
"cEuse it stipulated a pardon for the traitor Moti/erno^ 
Jjord Xclson, with his squadron amved in the bay, 
and the torts of St. Elmo, Capua, and Gaeta, being 
Very soon recaptured, and the French sent home 
on [larole, the king returned to his capital about 
the end of July, after having been exiled from it 
for the space of four months » Tlic traitor Mali- 
terno was swung from the yard-aim of a Uritish 
/trigate^ and, before the end of July, the deliver- 
J-^nce of the whole kingdom of Naples was com- 
pleted by the exertions of Admiral Nelson and 

Captain 
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Capts^in Trowbridge^ with the sailars zpA V^m^^ 
imder their commandiji ai4e4 by, a few slight de* 
tachnaeAts. of Neapolitau, Ruissiap^ ^4 ^it}s)\ 
troops. 

But had it not been for the glorious result of 
the battle of the Trebia, bad MacdorxaId» fQrn\ed % 
junction with Moreau, or had the former defeated 
Suworow, instead of having his own army ahnost 
annihilated, the re-conquests of Naples, Tuscany^ 
fee. would not have takcp place ; or, if they had, 
they would have been gf short duratioi;, apd would 
only have tended ta incer^e the tyrants of France, 
who would, with their usual impudence, have 
termed them reMliQns., and. would have made them 
the pretext of ftew cpnfisoatioAs a^d npurdenj. It 
was, then, to the battle of the Trebia that this 
long and rapid succession of happy events was to 
be attributed 5 it was that which revived the 
hopes and the courage of aU honest ip[\cn ip Italy, 
and plunged half a milKon of miai(;reants into 
despair.* 



* The wretcties, >yhich the French put ipto power in Italy 
arc, aod very pifQpcrly, become objects of ridicule witti all 
good roeo. Their fall is one of those acts of justice^ which 
we may contewip^ate with sensations unmixed with pain. In 
their crimes as well ^^s in 4^ir punishment, they bear a strong 
rrsembUfice tp th^ ii<ws 3 the latter crucified the author of 
ckfistianity, an4 tbe former endeavoured to destroy Christianity 
itself. ^otl\ are waM4?ring oyer the face of the wide world, 
without a country tg own them.—- On this occasion J can- 
not help quoting a pas.sa^Q from a little poem, entitled, " The 
fall of Cisalpinq^' puUU^tid ip that excellerit periodical work. 
The Anti'Jacq^in ^^inffJJ ^nd Magazine. 

The author coi:^4u^i? a fgi|^itiv? e^r director of the Cisalpine 
republic to LondgUj whence fee Ipqks back (as is, I bplievc 
Qsually the case with all confisc^tgfs), with tears in his eyes, to 
the coQOtry and timQ, wb^re ^nd when his talents, or rather 
talons, were eq^jJipyci ift tfee prolj^felf wvk of ionfiscatm and 
murder. 

Q 3 " Time 
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While the Imperialists were thus gathering the 
well-earned fruits of their former victories, the 
French were meditating another attack on them, 
more desperate than before ; in which, however, 
they were only preparing new disgrace for them- 
selves, and fresh laurels tor Suworow. 



" Time was, I hastened on the banks of Pp 
The hatchet quick, and contribution slow : 
Compell'd the pamper'd Noble to retreat, 
And garrison'd myself, his feudal seat : 
Steel'd the young patriot^s squeamish arm to kill^ 
And learn the luxury of doing ill ; 
With ardour snapped the matrimonial thrall^ 
Then ruFd^ as Abbess, in a convent's wall : 
Till the wild Russian join'd in Austria's cause^ 
To prop religion, reinstate the laws, 
Restore to sjayery, Lombardia^s race. 
And dash the new republic from her base." 

*' Ah ! sad I hasten'd through the midnight gloom. 
With Brutus head and breeches, en costume ; 
When (as good Marius, 'mid Mintumae's bogs. 
In silent anguish fraternized with hogs.) 
Quick o'er Ferrara's marshy plains I hied. 
No wine to cheer me, and no moon to guide* 
Around me, French, Cisalpines, Piedmontese, 
(Alas ! we've found no classic name for these,) 
Ligurians, Romans, Spaniards, Poles, and Swiss, 
Conscription volunteers, both Trans and' Ciss, 
(Like Babel's bricklayers,) from Suworow's van. 
O'er the communes in gay confusion ran. 
Quick march'd the Russian through the track of blood. 
And each department groan'd, and melted where he stood."" 

^' Next, through Milan I pass, and passing grieve. 
Then sighing leav e her^ perhaps for ever leave, 
' Ill-fated city ! Commerce shall defile 
Thy crouded streets, and joy and plenty smile ; 
The busy murmur through thy marts shall grow. 
And English stuffs in warehouses o'erflow ! 
No more the keen-ey'd murder shall be seen, 
To revel deftly on the guillotine. 
But sober Justice on thy bench shall sit, 
Thron'd by the Russian steel and gold of Pitt*' 

•* Delays were death, while wafted from my rear, 
Loud blasts of transports pall my sicken'd ear ^ 

Proclajm 
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Moreau, after the battle of the Trebia, retreated 
in great haste from before Tortona, and having as- 
i senibled the remnant of his own army, and the mi- 
\ serable scattered remains of Macdonald's, amounting 
i in all to about twenty-five or thirty thousand men, 
; formed, in the beginning of July, a line of defence 
I. in the strong position, taken by Bonaparte when he 
first entered Italy, and which, from Savona to 
Vado, extended through the Appenines, and be- 
hind the Bormida to Mellesimo. While the 
French General was employed in strengthen- 
ing his already advantageous ground, and at- 
tending to die collecting of his army, and to 
the organizing and disciplining of the detachments 
sent to liim from the interior of France, Field- 
Marshal Suworow, confining himself to advancing 
the sieges of the important fortresses of Alexandria, 
Tortona, and Mantua, and having his force very 
much divided, undertook no operation either against 
Genoa, still groaning under the yoke of republi- 
canism, or against Moreau's position; so that, 
from the latter end of June to the middle of Au- 
gust, when the bafllc ofNovi was fought, both armies 
remained in a state of seeming inactivity. 

In the beginning of August, Mpreau, to whose 
zeal, patience, courage, and military popularity, 
the Directory were (as M. Mallet du Pan* justly 

Proclaim the victor, and confirm their choice. 

By each apostate renegado's voice : 

While, jilted by her votaries, freedom sees 

Her fanes reversed, erased her sage decrees ; 

Fanatic crouds their exil'd priests recall, 

0/rf DUKEDOMS me, Tnw^new v^e?ubl\cs fall T 

* To this Gentleman's valuable periodical work, " Le Mercure 
Briiannique,*' I am indebted for much of the information con- 
tained in this History. His knowledge of the state of the several 
revolutionized countries, appears to be superior to that of any 
other writer. From his remarks on that subject, I have profited 
largely, and in three or four places I have not scrupled to insert 
almost literal translations from his profound and elegant writings. 

o 4 observes] 
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L fortunatdy arrived with 

to remain at AJexandria, 

...ial himself, with 600 Rus- 

) Formigolo, leaving the rest 

" August, Jouberty just after he 
. T motion, had the mortification to 
. uch dreaded junction of Kray and 
.jii his movements were intended to 
. already been effected ! This unwel- 
..xpccted news seems to have given 
jJing of the fate which awaited him: 
..s tliat he wrote to his wife soon after- 
... t]ie unlucky position of the armies com- 
. .to engage under circumstances that gave 
.. iittlc room to hope for success. It was, 
. j: , too late for him to retract ; he must either 
.L\ or retreat; longer inactivity was become 
... ible. His- left wing, therefore, advanced 
i Mdlesimo, crossed the Bormida, dislodged 
8,000 men, under General Bellegarde, from 
.70; and posted itself on the Orba, in the plains 
^ Alexandria. The Count of Bellegarde had re- 
vived orders to fall back, after a shew of resistance, 
^■1 the like manner that General Ott, on a former 
•Kcasion, had been ordered to act upon the ap- 
proach of Macdonald. The Field-Marshal was re- 
JiOlvcd to render the battle general and decisive ; 
lie, therefore, strictly forbade the engaging in any 
partial action, in consequence of which order, the 
advanced posts fell back, one after another, and 
Joubert, who began to conceive hopes of driving 
the whole army with as niiicli facility as he had 
done its detached bodies, pushed on into the vici- 
vkyoi Noviy and took possession of that town. 

The beautiful and extensive plain of Piedmont, 
Where French cruelty had so often stained the 
ground with the blood of the innocent peasant, is 

terminated 
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terminated at Novi by a long ridge of hills, which 
though not very lofty, are extremely steep and rug- 
ged. Upon the top of this ridge, during the 14th, 
the French army rormed an encampment, and on 
the 16th, Joubert intended to make a general at- 
tack upon the allies. In this, however, he was, 
notwithstanding the great advantage of his position, 
anticipated by the Field-Marshal, who had not 
marched over so many heights with his Russi^is to 
be stopped, at last, by the heights of Novi. Minds 
like that of Suworow delight in overcoming obsta- 
cles : the road to military glory is always up hill 
and difficult of ascent. 

On the 1 5th, the Imperialists marched to the at- 
tack. Joubert's army consisted of about 40,000 
men ; that of the Allies, of about 47,000. The 
superiority of the latter, as to the discipline of the 
troops, who were, besides, flushed with victory, 
was still greater than their superiority of numbers; 
but the superiority of position which the French 
possessed, more than overbalanced every advantage 
of the Allies. Joubert had his line already formed, 
and his cannon ready to play upon the first column 
.that attempted to advance ; while the Imperialists 
had to break up, to advance, and to form again, 
under a continual fire, and that too on the side of a 
hill, upon which they could hardly drag their can- 
non, much less bring it to bear upon the enemy. 

llie Imperial army was in motion before day- 
light. The Field-Marshal had given orders that 
the greatest silence should be observed, and so 
strictly were these orders obeyed by the several 
divisions, that the first intimation the French re- 
ceived of their approach was from the glistening of 
their bayonets in the rays of the sun, just peeping 
over the horizon. Instantly the beat to aims was 
heard in the French camp, followed by the Mar-* 
sellois* Hymuy while cries of Vive la Repuhlique^ 

and 
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and ot Tortone ou la morty rent the air. But, the 
sans-culottes had now to meet an enemy, whose 
heart was neither to be Softened by sounds, how- 
ever sweet, nor appalled by noises, however loud 
or hideous. 

The Allies advanced slowly and steadily on, in 
spite of the most tremendous fire from the whole 
line of the French, who, regularly drawn up on 
the edge of the heights, took their aim at leisure, 
without being exposed to a single shot in return. 
Joubert commanded his centre in person, Moreaii 
the right wing, and de Grouchy the left. The 
right wing of the Imperialists, consisting'of Belle- 
garde's corps of Austrians, was commanded by the 
gallant Kray^ the conqueror of Scherer and of 
Mantua ; to the left General Melas^ with another 
body of Austrians, was stationed a little in the rear 
to protect Tortona against the enemy^s right wing, 
whose destination was thought to be against that 
important fortress; the centre, composed entirely 
of Russians, was led by Suworow. 

At five o'clock General Kray reached the fop 
of the heights, and immediately began the attack, 
in which, a few minutes after, he was followed by 
Suworow in the centre. It continued with great 
violence for several hours, during which, both 
sides alternately gave way and advanced again, till 
the Austrians and Russians were obliged to retire. 
About two o'clock, the Imperialists made another 
attack ; but, in spite of all their efforts, the French 
still maintained their ground, making dreadful 
slaughter amongst their enemies. Both armies 
now prepared for a third and more mortal conflict:* 
the Imperialists, marching over the bodies of their 
slain, rushed in upon the French, with the utmost 
ftiry. The battle became uncommonly bloody, the 
ground was strewed with dead and dying* Joubert^ 
mortally wounded, was with much difficulty carried 

from 
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from the spot; but^ still victory seemed to lean 
towards the republicans. Most fortunately for the 
Allies, just at this moment, the bfave old General 
MclaSf who had turned the flank ai>d beaten the 
right wing of the Frenchj came up with sixteen 
battalions oi Austrian infantry. Tlus decided the 
contebt. The whole French line whs thrown into 
confusion 1 they abandoned Novi and its heights, 
and fled with the utmost precipitation, Joubert 
was now dead ; four other Generals, FerigmMn^ 
C&llij Portonnem, and Gnmchj (wlio has since died 
of his wounds)j were taken prisoners ; and Mo- 
reau, who had come to the battle as a volunteer 
under Jmi^rt^ led ofF^ towards Nice, the wretched 
ruin$ of his army* 

The loss of the French, in the battle of Novi, con- 
sisted of thirty pieces of cannon, fifty-seven wag- 
ge>n$j fourteen standaids, tb^^ Commander in Chief 
kilkd, four Generals taken prisoner^j and 1 5/X)0 
m^Hj ill killed, wonndirdj ^nd taken. Nor was the 
loss of the Imperialists much less, as to numbers. 
The Austjians had 5,600 men killed and wound- 
ed, and the killed of the Russians^ owing to their 
obstinacy in r^ifsing €}uarhn\ was proportionably 
greater. The lowest computation makes the killed 
and wounded of the Allies amount to r2,000 men. 
The French wqxc said to have left five thousand men 
dead on the field of battle; bat, such was the car- 
nagfj such the indiscriminate l^aps, in which Rus- 
sians, Austrians and French lay dead, and in which 
they were buried, that the exact number of the lat- 
ter w^as next to impossible to be ascertained by any 
body but Moreau himself, whose masters thought 
it prudent never to publish and detail on the un- 
pleasant subject. 

The Directory did^ however^ conftss, for once^ 
that they Tiad been defeated. U Joubert liad not 
been killed^ the ungrateful despots would most as- 
suredly 



^ 
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suiredly haV^ disgraced him ; but as he was dead, 
they were resoh'ed to turn his death to as good ac- 
count as possible, by paying to his memory such 
ftmeral honours as were well calculated to excite^ 
among their volatile slaves, an enthusiasm that 
might assist in replenishing their depopulated ranks. 
Numberless were the anecdotes, which were re- 
lated in proof of his heroism ; ampngst other sto- 
ries, the silly people were told, that even after he 
fell, he continued to t:all out to his army : " ^ ' 
*' avant !' en avant /'** But, it is much more pro- 
bable, that, when the Russian bullet entered his 
*heart, he cried out, " Man Dieii !\ and fainted. 
Not content, however, with making him a repiib- . 
lican 1tjero\ they must also make him a knighU 
errant. It was said, that, as he marched up to the 
battle, he placed the portrait of his newly married 
wife in his bosom, saying to his officers : " II f aid 
** hien qite je triomphe ! Tax jure d mafemnc et & 
^* ma patriey que farracherai le laurier de la tHe 
** de ce Rnsse.^'X That Joubert should have sworn 
"this, is not, indeed, Incredible : it w^as only adding 
one more false oath to those he had taken to support 
his king, and two constitutions, all of which he had 
successively assisted to destroy ; nor were his ex- 
pressions at all incompatible with that mixture of 
trivolity and ferocity, which characterize the repub- 
licans of France ; but, he forgot, or was not inform- 
ed, that, if there was any valour-inspiring virtue in 
portraits, Suworow carried one at his breast as well 
as he.§ At any rate, neither the oath nor the por- 

* " Go on ! Go on !" 

t " My God !" 

J " I mqst surely conquer ! I have sworn !o my wife anH 
to my country, that I will tear the laurel from the brow of this 
Rtissian/' 

^ The portrait of the empress of Russia. 

trait 
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" 1 make it my sincere and humble prayer to Almighty God, that the 
" People of America may never experience those evils which have 
" heretofore taught the Mother Country how necessary Monarchy is to 
" Ac enjoyment of real Liberty.*' 

Speech of K. Geo. IIL— 178-2. 
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When J determined to discontinue the publi- 
cation of Porciipbie's Qazeticy t iptended to re- 
main, for the future, if not an i^riconcemed, at 
least a silent spectator of public tfansactioils ian4 
political eyents; but the unexpected fincl sweeping 
result of a law-suit, since decided agaidst me» has 
induced rile to abandon liiy Iqunging intention. 
The suit to which I allude, was an acfion dt 
slander^ commenced against me in the autumn of 
1797, by Doctor Benjamin Rush, the noted bleed- 
ing physiciai> of Philadeilphia j it w^s tried opi the 
Uth ot December last^ when " Ae uprightly eri- 
'' lightened^ and impartial reput51icari jury" as- 
sessed, as damages, Jive thousand dollars -, a sum 
surpassing the aggregate amount of all the da- 
niages assessed for all the torts of this kind, ever 
sued for in these States, from their first settlement 
to the present day. To the five tbou$and dollars 
must be added, the costs of suit, the loss iricurred 
^y the interruption in collecting debts in Penn- 
sylvania, and by the sacrifice of property taken in 
execution, and sold by the sherift at public auction 
|u Philadelphia, where a great number of books 
m sheets (among which was a part of the new 
cditioft of Porcupine's Works), were sold, or rar 
ftcr given away, as waste paper ^ so that, the 
total of what has been, and will be, wrested 
p 2 from 
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from iTlfe by Rush, will fell little short of eigU 
thousand dollars. 

To say that I do not feel this stroke, and very 
sensibly too, would be great affectation; but, to 
repine at it, would be tolly, and to sink under it 
cowardice. I knew an Englishman in the Royal 
province of New Brunswick, who had a very va- 
luable house, which was, I believe, at that time, 
nearly his all, burnt to the ground. He was out of 
town when the fire broke out, and happened to 
come home jiist after it had exhausted itself. Every 
one, knowing how hard he had earned the pro- 

GTty, expected to see him bitterly bewail its loss. 
e came very leisurely up to the spot, stood about 
five minutes looking steadily at the rubbish, apd 
then, stripping off his coat, ^y Here goes y^ said he, 
" to earn another r and immediately went to work, 
raking the spikes and bits of iron out ot the ashes. 
This noble-spiritefd man I have the honour to call 
my friend ; and if ever this page should meet his 
eye, he will have the satisfaction to see, that, 
though it may not be possible for me to follow, I> 
at least, remember his example. 

In the fixture exertions of my industry, howeV'^^' 
pecuniary emolument will be, as it always has hf-^^ 
with me, an object of secdndary considerati^^* 
Recent incidents, amongst which I reckon the ^?' 
precedented proceedings against me at Philadelp ^^)^y 
have imposed on me the discharge of a duty,wh^^, 
I owe to my own country as well as this, and 
sooner I begin the sooner I shall have done. ;, 

On Monday, the 24th instant, therefore, I si "^ 
publish the first number of A Periodical Wc^^ 
which, as it is intended to assist the public vie:^^ 
in the inspecting of various tenebrious objects, a^"*^ 
be called, and not, I presume, improperly, ^Ligr^^ 
and, as the appearance of this light must be 2lV(^^ 
buted wholly to tlie Philadelphian phlebotom^^ 

gratitu^ ^ 
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gratitude will sanction the propriety of prefixing to 
it the name of Rush. Thus, while the great lite- 
rary luminaries of this enlightened nation emit their 
effulgence through vehicles which they most signi- 
ficantly term the Aurora^ the StaVy the Constellation^ 
the Comet y and the Sun^ I am cont-ent that my 
glimmering efforts should steal forth unaer the ap- 
pellation of the 

RUSH'LIGHT, 

I must, nevertheless, do myselfthe justice to assure 
the public, that, with the Rush-Light in his hand, 
any one (if the poor soul be not stone blind) will 
be able to see a good many very pretty things, 
which, notwithstanding the splendour of the grand 
luminaries above-mentioned, would, without th^ 
aid of my little taper, remain hidden fropi him all 
the days of his life. 
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RJ75H ^irp ^XS $UPPOIl?EJlS. 

IF Variety bave all tfie charms which it is said to 
PQss(e3s> I ^m ^raid 4hat the life I lead must excite 
SO OTusJl de|;ree of envy; for, ,of all the mortals oc- 
c^pifiA i» Jthe \we of tfne pen, surely no ohe ever 
tn^d of sijftjjects so various ai>d so opposite in 
tbeir natures ! yesterday I finished the history of 
the. Italian Campaign, to-day, I am begiiu;iing th^ 
of Jltisb 0nd his Supporters, When I contemplate 
this transition; when I view myself descending 
from the rfprious deeds of the princely Suworow, 
to record thef low tricks of an ignoble herd of Phi-^ 
bdo^hian^ I remind myself of Swift's indiscri- 
nunatmg fly, which^ after sipping the nectar from 
the rose and tlie carnation, " drops down, ,^d 
V ** fiiushes its meal upon an excrement." 

I must^ however, declare, that neither fickleness, 
want of discrimination^ nor a propejnsity to dabble 
in 0th, has produced this disagreeable change in 
cay labours. The loathsome subject now before 
toe, is not t^ken up from choice, but from a sense 
of duty, I am actuated by neither malice nor re- 
venge ; but, in holding up, in their true light, the 
mheSy the Hopkinsans^ the Meases^ aqd the rest of 
the tribe, I look upon myself as acting in the capa-. 
ttty^of ^ public executioner, who, while he per* 

p 4 . form* 
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forms the dreadful behests of justice, secretly be- 
wails the ignominious fate of the sufferer. 

Such are the sentiments under which I have re- 
solved to expose the conduct of Rush, and that of 
the witnesses, the lawyers, the judges, and the jury, 
concerned in the cause lately decided against me 
at Philadelphia. Were my design to defend my 
own character, or to blast for ever that of my ene- 
mies, a few pages might suffice ; but my views are 
less selfish, and extend to objects of far greater uti- 
lity. This cause, in its commencement, its pro- 
gress, and its result, furnishes a series of facts, of 
which, justice to the people of America, justice to 
foreign nations, and particularly to the deceived 
and infatuated malecontents of my native country, 
demand an ample exposure. The undertakirig is, 
besides, called for by the insidious attempts of 
Rush and liis " fellow-citizens.'^ They have pub- 
lished a " Report of the trial, not badly calcu- 
lated to justify themselves and to deceive the world. 
They call it an important trial, and I shall certainly 
endeavour to make it so in its effects ; to which end, 
I shall go into as full a discussion of the several 
parts of the subject as the little time, which I am 
necessg.rily confined to, will admit of, arranging my 
matter under the following heads : 1 . A sketch of 
Rush's birth, and bis moral and literary character; 
2. An account of his practice, and of my induce-, 
ments to attack it; 3. A defence of the publications 
for which I was sued; 4. Remarks on the base in- 
sinuations of Rush's lawyers against the BritisH 
government, with a narrative or the juridical pro- 
ceedings, a comparison between the severity dealt 
to me and the lenity shown to printers who are not 
JBritish subjects^ or who profess no allegiance to the 
King of Great Britain ; and an account of the re- 
dress J have met ivith from the Jaws of Pennsyl- 
vania, 

BIRTH 
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BIRTH AND CHARACTER OF RUSH. 

" Can the Rush grow iip withoot loire ? can the flag grow 
" without water ? 

" Whilst it is yet in its greenness^ and not cut down> it wi- 
** t beret h before any other herb. 

** So are the paths of all that forget God ; and the hypocrite's 
*' hope shall perish.** Job^ c, ix. v. 11^ 12, 13. 

Had Rush's pleaders confined themselves to the 
only subject that ought to have been submitted to 
the deliberation of the jury ; had they not, in nu- 
merous instances, gone out of their way to extol 
the family and characte?* of their client, and to tra- 
duce and vilify mine ; had they not held him up as 
an " Hippocrates'' and a " saving angely** while 
they represented me as a " ivretch cast tip from 
*' the very dregs and slime of the community^ that 
** oi^ht to have rotted in obscurity ;' had they not 
thus insolently (and I may add foolishly) provoked 
an inquiry, the family and character of Rush would 
have remained, with me, objects of as perfect insig- 
nificance as the poverty-bred plant, the name of 
which he bears, and the worthlessncss of which is 
proverbial. 

No herald, reader, proclaimed the birth of the 
Pennsylvanian " Hippocrates J' The " saving anger 
was bom (and, I believe, in the usual way) in the 
city of Philadelphia. His father, honest John, was, 
I am sorry to say it, of English extraction, and 
was, by calling, a Blacksmith. Of his mother 
(who had another son, aud two daughters) I have 
heard nothing, except that she kept a huckster's 
shop, or stall, and was a very kind and pious Pres- 
byterian, who, recollecting, I suppose, the Apos- 
tle's remark respecting the salubrity of wine to the 
stomach, occasionally administered to the comfort 
of her fellow-creatures by retailing drams. The 
reader will, I dare say, gladly excuse me from go- 
ing 
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ing any further back in the pedigree ; but I cannot 
dismiss the subject without observing, that the 
Doctor was not quite just to his family, when he 
was ** ready to say, and almost tvitkout a .figure, 
" to carmptiony Thou art my fath^Ty and to the 
" u'orniy Thou art my mother and my sisttr^.^ 

Having long ago given, and not without some 
pride, an account of my own humble origin, it 
cannot be suppiTscd, tfiat I have turned Biograipiier 
to the Doctor for tiie sake of degrading m& cfc^- 
racter. In fact, "rfiese family memoirs w^re fur- 
nished me by a great admirer of Ru^h, the fate 
Doctor Capel of Wilmington, who produced thero 
as clear proofs of his friend's genius and hidefati' 
gable application ; and while I lea^e undisputed 
Ae justness of Capel's conclusion, I only beg leave 
to remark, that the parentage of Rush was not -ex- - 
tremely well calculated for sending him iKJto •flic 
world with that independence of miiwl, wiuch, 
among persons of low birth, is certainly <fee best 
foundation whereon* to raise a character cons{»-^ 
cuous for sincerity, candour, integrity, magnaiii-' 
mity, and virtue. 

Rush is remarkable for insinuating manners, and 
for that smoothness and softness of tongue, which 
the mock quality call politeness^ but which l9ie ?pro-» 
fane, vulgar call blaimy. To see and he^r him, you 
would think he was all friendship and humanity. 
He shakes hands with ^11 he -nieets; everyone is 
his dear friend^ all the people his dear feUouxi- 
tixensy and all th^ grcation his dearfelloxv-creatures. 
The lamp of his philanthropy is constantly burning, 
and it bums with equal brightness, whether white.s, 

* I'hcse words were found in a work by Rush^ entitled, A 
J\^rr<z/iT/^ of Ibe AHthor's Body Bnd Aftnd, doling the Yellow 
Fever of 1793$ which work, if the reader has an incHnation 
to see a specimen of the most disgusting egotism that evei* 
soiled ppper, 1 would recommend hiip to purchase. 

yellowSjj 



PEAHUARY, i«db. ai^ 

S1I6WS, oi- blacks are the objects of his affettion; 
et8\fMiftIy is hot the fit^t moralist^ whb has ob- 
setv^i that bluntntess is no fecomtn€fttdation with 
the HcAi; but he is (ias for as I know at least) the 
frst physiddh thirt e\rer thought of making a pro- 
pensity to be pfaiged, ift the patient, tondUcive to 
the aid of his inedicittes. One of his pupils told 
toe> ftat his Jweceptot jyriddd himself much upon 
this discovery. ^^ Give your patients^" used hq 
to siy, ^' a good ^Pong dose -^ fidttery^ to com- 
^* pe* tfeeiir ^inds^ for, without th^t, you may as 
^ ts^Bhopfe to succeed, as Mis$ WiBing may hope 
^' *o g« to Heaven by listefning from het window 
'* to lfee*e^rg^s of St. Paul*s churdj." 

If ni2fckii^ feir weather with men bf all religions 
iStA -all ^Mie^ be ^ proof of toerit, I know of no 
pf6l^n sto meiitprious as Rush. He has, alternately, 
Uppeaired to be a Preslnfterian^ a Quaker y ah Episco^ 
ptaan^ vttA a Methodist. He is intimate with all 
the cletgy, from Bishop White down to the Black 
BiiJu>p ! I have often ad^fnked the ingenuity with 
tvhidh, inhis Account of the Yellow Fever of 179S, 
he pays his court, at one and the same time, to peo- 
ple or all sects, ranks, and colours. There is one 
sentence, in particular, of this work, for which he 
deserves to be immortalized. He is speaking about 
the oipinion that prevailed respecting the danger of 
pdngregatic^ns meeting on Sundays ; and knowing 
the Quakers to have a whimsical objection to the 
Taint by which Christians in general call that day of 
the week, he makes a fair compromise betwixt 
fiiem and the other sects, and in the very same sen- 
tence calls it Sunday and First-day. 

^* Ifle distributes his liquors all palates to please ; 

♦* To somp gives the wine, and lo others tl^e lees : 

M And lest that his customers quarrel and box, 

M Gives the wine to the J^dfe^ and die lee3 to George F(^x.** 

But 
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But the most striking proof of his talent at " com- 
" posing the mind," as he calls it, is, his prevailing 
on Mr. Adams to give him that lucrative sinecure 
the treasurership vf the Mint, while it is well known 
that he was the intimate of Jefferson, and amongst 
the few trusty friends mentioned to Logan, in the 
niemorable correspondence v^hich Munro, from mo- 
tives of prudence, carried on under the signature (£ 
a Young Man at Paris. 

Some persons, however, notwithstanding this 
pleasing talent in the Doctor, have ventured to 
call his sincerity in question. Mr. Smyth, a British 
officer, who, though a prisoner of war, was most in- 
humanly treated in the prison of the philanthropic 
city of Philadelphia, tells us, that during his impri- 
sonment he was visited by Doctor Benjamin Bush, 
who, it would seem, was then a nfiember of Con- 
gress. He says that this Rush flattered him with the 
hope of an exchange or parole, and gave him strong 
" assttrancesof very great regard and commisei^ation\^ 
but he tells us, in the same page, that though this 
Dr. Rush was eminent in rebellion, he was more so 
in " unfuljilled professions * r 



* Smyth's Tour in the United States, vol. ii. p. 296. If 
this be a lihel, I beg the draai-selleF^son to sue thePhiladelpbia 
Library company j tor it wajr from their collection I got the 
book, out of which the quotations are made.— A propos : jchis 
book, when I saw it, exhibited a complete specimen of Pbild' 
delpbian liberality and good breeding. It may be readily supposed, 
that Mr. Smyth has divulged some bitter truths j these, as they 
have passed through the hands of the readers, have called forth 
all that malice, that sneaking cowardly revenge, for which the 
Philadclphians are so famous. Each reader seemed to rae to 
have sitten witli a pen in his hand : the work was disfigured 
from one end to the otl^r. In some places words were effaced, 
in others sentences, and in others whole paragraphs. Where the 
offensive matter was not obliterated, it was commented on, in the 
margin, in language the most abusive and obscene, and expres- 
sive of sentiments the most detestable. Whenever the name 
of the King was made use of, the word King was effaced, and 

tyrant 
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Jtk to the Doctor's jniJdness and candour^ so 
boldly insisted on by his pleaders, and so complain 
santhf assented to by my good counsel Mr. Harper, 
a few facts, fresh in the memory of every Philadel- 
phiaq, will afford a most satisfactory illostration. 

Rush called Doctor IVistar an assassin, because 
Wistar denied the virtue of his grand specific, the 
mercurial purges. I have this tact from Doctor 
Glentworthy who, though a native Hiiladclphian, 
and a staunch republican, is a very candid, honest, 
and brave man. Doctor Glent worth also told me 
(and he will tell the same to any one), that Rush 
attended him in the yellow fever of 1793 ; that he 
bled him till he was extremely weak, and ordered 
several other bleedings^ which Glentworth's know- 



tyrant written over it. The names of bis Majesty's faithful 
subjects were made to give place to traitor, nbcl, miscrdunt. Sec. 
&c. The author was frequently called a scoinidrcl and a liar, 
and, sometimes^ a '' damned liar,** at full length; and, when 
mention was made of. the barbaroub treatment of a rpyalist, the 
comment generally was, " It is pity tbty bad not used htm 'zvorsc.'* 
Nay, tlie description of sufferings enough to soften the heart of 
a tiger, even the very pangs of the dying, drew forth from the 
philanthropic Philadelphian readers, the comments of, ** Bravo r 
or of, ** Ab ! a, a, a, a, a, a, a /" 

Talk of the Treiub indeed ! I drfy any one to produce me, 
even from tbe annals of the ^riiWt.' r<^/»z/^//^//r, a proof of black- 
ness of heart equal to that which I have here pourtrayecf. 
The patriots of Republican France have waded in jblooil^ but 
they have, at the same lime, *hown that they can venture 
their own lives 3 whereas the Philadelphian commentators dis- 
cover that sort of cowardly cruelcy which would load to ihc 
cutting of the throat of an infant sleeping in i^^ riadie. 

To judge of ihc disposition and mannt-.rs of \\\\^. " ^^vdUlorn' 
(for it should be observed, that the poor sover ign pet^plc sel- 
dom sets his eye on any book belonging to the liliai) ^ ainon<;st 
the Philadelphi;ms, there cannot, I think, be found a sorer 
standard than ihe comments on Smyth j and, if what I h:ive 
stated be false, or incorrect, the Librarian has it in his pi.wcr to 
contradict me. Tiil he does it, and circumstantiallv too, the 
philanthropic city may depend on it 1 shall be believed. 
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ledge* made him omit, without, howevefj t^ing 
Rush of the omissiop ; that he Carrie one day, ^d 
finding his patient sitting up in the bed, r^n tQ 
him, squeezed hini by the n^nd, called hiip his 
** dear Glentworth," and congratulated him on the 
salutary effects of his bleeding system ; " But," §aid 
he, " my dear frielid, you must lose a little MOR]p!i 
BLOOD."—" Lose more blood T replied Qknt- 
worth, ** when I am so faint I can hardly s\^pport 
myself." — Upon this. Rush started from the ped- 
side, caught up his hat, called his " dear friend" 
an assassin, told him he was leagued with Wistaf 
to ruin his reputation, and ran down stairs bawling 
out, " You're a dead man ! you're a dead man ! 
" you'll be buried before to-morrow night." 

There was an instance of mildness, candoUr and 
humanity I Doctor Glentworth did, however, dis- 
appoint him. He recovered his health, without 
losing more blood, and lived to laugh very heartily 
at the charitable predictions of the Pennsylvflniati 
" Hippocrates'^ '' 

Rush, in his Account of the Yellow P*ever of 
1793, accuses Doctors Khun, Stevens, and others, 
of having " slain more than the szcord,** merely ber 
cause the/ rejected his practice. Nor does he, 
when speaking of his opponents, confine his charges 
to their p7*actice J but, in the excess of his mildness 
and candour, attacks their motives. He says, that 
*^ it requires an uncommon portion of charity, to 
" ascribe their conduct to humane and benevolent 
" motives ;" which is, to say the least of it, a very 
broad insinuation, that they were actuated by mo-* 



* I have made use of Doctor Glentworth*^ name, because i 
know that he fears not the whole tribe pf the Rushes together ; 
and because I know also, tliat, however he may dislike my 
Royalist politics, he is a friend to truth and justice, and IviU 
not, tliereCoire, \^ emended at being called forth lu their oaose^ 

tives 
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tives bodi selfish and cruel. This is the indffensive, 
candid gentleman, who Ingersol told the jury 
treated his brethren with respect and tenderness ! 

So intolerant was he, and yet is, towards those 
who would not, or will not, acknowledge the in- 
fallibility of his system of bleeding and mercurial 
purges, that he has, since 1793, refused to consult 
with any physician who has not been weak enough 
to adc^t his practice. Mr. Chancellor having 
called hmi in to consult with Doctor Hodge, he 
told Chancellor that he had better dismiss Hodge, 
for that he was a bark and wine doctor, and would 
do his pitient more harm than good ; and yet this 
same fellow had afterwards the impudence to 
threaten to prosecute Doctor Hodge for telling 
Doctor Way (while Rush attended him), that he 
thought he might recover wtthout more bleeding ! 
Rush, in his Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793 
attempts to justify his conduct in refusing to consult 
with any physician, except those of his own school, 
on the ground of the disagreement in opifiion ; but, 
what a senseless excuse ! If the opinions of all 
physicians were settled, and were all the same, 
therg could be no use in calling a consultation. In 
fact, this was no more than a miserable apology for 
the most insolent pretension to superiority ever set 
up by mortal man*. 

* Rush had attended a gentleman for some time^ when the 
patient finding himself grow worse under the infallible remedies 
proposed the calling in of another physician. '' With all my 
** heart, roy dear friend,'' said Rush 5 upon which the gentle- 
man named Doctor Khun. '' No," replied the modest son of 
Mercury, " I will never consult with Khun!" — " If you will not 
attend with Doctor Kliun," said the gentleman, *' he must at- 
'* tend -fvithout you\ that is all." A few days afterwards, 
Rosh« seeing Khun going to his old patient, called out to him : 
" He is out of danger already j I defy you to kill him ! I defy 
** you to kill him!" — " Why," replied Khun, " after bis_ passing 
" through your hands, he may^ indeed, safely set death at 
'' defiance." 

In 
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In the face, however, of these notorious facts, 
the counsel of Rush kept up an incessant bawling 
about the mildness and amiabltness of the Doctor^s 
disposition. *^ From my soul," said Hopkinson, 
" 1 believe him to be amongst the most unqffinding 
" and benevolent of mankind." Ingersol called him 
a " saving Angel y' and to all this fulsome, this 
beastly hyperbole, my counsel, Mr. Harper, cried 
Amen ! Hopkinson, towards the close of a dozen 
pages of lies, nonsense, and bombast, gave the 
tender-hearted Jury a most piteous picture of the 
distress produced in Rush's family by my publica- 
tions agamst the ** immaculate father." He throws 
the wife into hysterics, makes " a deep wound in 
" \\QX heart, and tears, with remorseless rage, all 
" t\\e Jine , fibres and delicate sympathies of coiyugal 
" love.'' From the mother, whom I never men- 
tioned in my life till now, he comes to the children, 
" of nice feelings and generous sensibility*' The 
daughters he, of course, sets to weeping ; " but 
" manlier passions swell, agitate and inflame the 
" breasts of HIS SONS. They burn, they burst 
" with indignation; rage, revenge, drive them 
" headlong to desperate deeds, accumulating ^woe 
" on woe. With difficulty the prudential advice, 
" the parental command ot the father, restrain 
" their fury — with difficulty they are prevented 
" from taking immediate vengeance on their cruel 
** oppressor. — Be patient, my children, said he ; / 
" am deeply injured ; but the laws of my country offer 
" me justice^ and point out the road to redress. It is 
" tardy ^ but it is certain a?id ample. Delay may be 
*^ painful to youy but the duties of a good citize?i require 
" it. This suit, then, Gentlemen, and the hope of the 
" justice thiit you will administer, may have been the 
" guardian angel of the defendant." 

No Philadelphian could be duped by this mi- 
serable rant -, but it would pertainly lead a stranger 

to 
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to suppose, that' Rush was the most gentle of 
Jhuman beings, and that he actually restrained those 
;young lions, his sons, from avenging his wrongs by 
<:hastising me. But unfortunately for the reputa- 
tion of the Rushes, their affair with Doctor Ross, 
"^vhich happened a few days after the actions against 
IMr. Fenno and me were commenced, will clearly 
untiiark the character of this " immaculate father,'* 
^nd of these " manlyy^ these ^^ generous^'* these 
"^^ mce-feeling'' sons, and will effectually preclude 
-the necessity of any future eutogiums by Hopkinsoh 
and Harper*. 

An article appeared in Mr. Fenno's paper, 
signed " A Member of the College of Physicians y'' 
iving an account of Rush's pretty tricks during the 
Tellow Fever of 1793. This article produced 2, 
great deal of fun amongst the people, and a great 
deal of anger amongst the Rushites. It was writ- 
ten by Doctor Currie ; but Rush suspected as the 
author. Doctor Ross, a Scotch [physician of great 
learning, and considerable eminence in his profes- 
sion. Vengeance ! vengeance ! therefore, re- 
sounded against Ross, who was immediately at- 
tacked in print, with unparalleled brutality, by a 
subaltern Rushite, named Caldwell. The vile 
newspaper of Rush's friend Bradford was the 
vehicle of this attack. Here^ indeed, was a LI- 
BEL ! Not only the professional practice and 
opinions; not only the political sentiments, the 
national partialities ; not only the private character, 
the manners, and the dress, but the domestic oddi- 
ties, and even the pecuniary circumstances of Doctor 
Ross, were, successively, the theme of this shame- 
less slanderer : nay, the base Rushite did not stop 

* Some future Number shall contain an account of the das- 
tardly conduct of this man, in whom I put such implicit confi- 
dence. 

VOL. XI. Q there ; 



Ifiere ; ltoss*s old a^^e^ and even his bdditi/ bifipmim^ 
ties^ were made a subject of ridicule ( 1^ 

The article in Fenno's paper, for the Writing of 
Which this infamous libel was intended as a punish- ; 
ttlent, contained not a single falsehood, nothing 
that could be called personal, nothing abusivej in- I 
decent, or uncandicL Besides, Ross was totally 
innocent of the matter; he knew nothing of the 
origin of the publication ; and even if he had, if he 
had been knoum^ instead of being merely suspected^ 
to be the author, and if the matter of the publica- 
tion bad been false and abusive^ instead of beings 
as it was, both tnic and decent, most assuredly the 
attack on him in Bradford's paper would have been 
a retaliation more than satisfactory. But that at- 
tack, false, malignant, brutal, and inhuman as it 
was, did not satisfy the " linoffendhig^** the " bejie- 
volait,'' the '* mmaculatCj^ the " migeliV Rush^ and 
his " gener^ous and nice-feeling'^ sons. 

One of these ^* geucrons** gentleman, John Rush, 
wrote Doctor Ross the following vety impertinent 
note : _i 

" Sir, OcL 16, 1797. ^ 

** As you are universally believed to be the author 
** of the publication against my father, Dr, Rush, 
" in Mr Fenno's paper of the 6th inst, I take this 
" method oi demanding^ whether you are or are not 
** the author of the said publication. Your silence 
*^ on the subject will be considered as an acknow 
" ledgenpcntof your^wz/^ 

" lam. Sec. 

" John Rush 

Ross returned the note by the bearer, telliri*' 
him " that he knew nothing of Mr. Jinsh or of his fa- 
ther J* When we consider the insolence of the 
note, the demand of aa answer, and the broad im- 
putation 
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putatioti of ^^ guHiy'' and t^e into view thQ vast 
difference in tfee age and character of the parties, 
this conduct on the part of Doctor Ross must b^ 
deemed a mark of great moderation^ not to say 
lameness. But an indication of this sort was so far 
from assuaging the wrath, or cooling the couragt 
of the boiling, " nice-feeling'' youth, that it added 
to his anger and his resolution: he accordingly 
wrote Ross another note in the follpwing words : 

'' Sir, Oct 17, 1797. 

*^ I once more demand an unequivocal anszver 
^* whether you are, or not, the author of the publi* 
*^ cation against my father, alluded to in my note 
'^ of vesterday. My friend Dr. Bullus will wait for 
" a decisive ajaswer. 

" I am, &c. &c. 

" John Rush,'* 

After having fead tne contents of this second 
scrap of insolence, for which the author- merited a 
horsewhip, Ross asked the bearer why the " im^ 
" pertinent puppj/' kept teasing him. He could 
not help, however, giving a fresh proof of his timi- 
dity, by sendirig the " impertinent pippjf' a written 
answer, as follows : 

« Sir, - Oct. 17, 1797. 

" I don't understand why you take the liberty to 
" call on me for any newspaper abuse you or yout 
" father may have to complain of. I surelf never 
" rf/rf, nor do I ever intend tOy write any observation^ 
" on any physician's conduct or practice^ and 3in- 
" cerely regret the unworthy conduct of both 
" parties." 

" Andrew Ross." 

One would have thought that this was humble 
enough to have satisfied a Bashaw ) but the " ge- 

Q 2 •* nerous*' 
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*• iierous" John Rush waxed, it seems, still 
wroth* He knew before that Ross was an t^dmoB^ 
and thatj from the effects of a stroke of the sun ' 
received in the East Indies, he was hardfy capable 
of xvkkting a swords or ei'en drazoing a trigger i f^ \ 
Hie boilings raging, fiery youth avoided any t^ufdl 
like a challenge ; but, the moment he received ^^\ 
last nntCj the moment he was, as he thought, quite • 
mire that Ross was /r*ir/i//as well as aged and in- 
firm, he became absolutely outrageous and ungo- j 
vcrnable, and dared the tottering old man to mortal 
fray* The note of Ross contained an answer so ' 
complete, it so implicitly complied with the " de- \ 
** VKtnd** of Rush, and pleaded Not " guflt}/^ ^y I 
T-ord, in accents so tame and submissive, that the I 
" generous" young man found great difficulty in 
framing an excuse for challenging him- The op- 
portunity of giving proof of his courage was, how- 
ever, too favourable and loo safe to be let slip j h^ 
therefore sent Ross the following note ; 

" Sir, Oct. 17, 1797. 

*' The unmlite manner in which you treated my 
*' note of this morning, and the epithet of an ' im- 
" /HTfinrni puppj/ w^hich you have applied to me, 
** demand satisfaction. If you refuse to give it to 
*' me, I shall consider you as a scoundrel^ and 
*' treat you accordingly. 

'* John Rush." 

llils note was put into the hands of Bull us, one 
of Rush's young doctors, as they are called. Bui- 
lus nnil the challenger watched the opportunity 
when Ross came along the street, went out and 
Mopped him, and presented the challenge. Ross 
R^ul it, and repeated, as well he mighty the ap- 
pellation of " mipertinent puppy f upon which, 
the courogeous Rush first struck him with his fist, 

and 
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an3: then beat him with a thick bludgeon cane, 
koocked off his hat, cut his face and head, and 
otherwise maimed him in a most shameful man- 
ner. 

Ross concluded (with what reason the reader 
will judge) that this most inhuman assault had 
been perpetrated at the instigation of old Rush, 
who was, however, ten years younger than him- 
self ; and, in the first moments of his rage, sent 
the " unoffending'' and " benevolent'* Doctor the 
following challenge : 

" October 17, 1797. 

^ Doctor Ross requests Doctor Rush to meet 
" him to-morrow morning in the Jersies with a 
" friend. — Mr. Walker will let him know time 
" and place." 

This note reached Rush in the evening. He 
well knew the sort of treat of which he was invited 
to partake . and the cause of the invitation ; for 
the savage assault on Doctor Ross took place only 
a few yards from his own door. But the meek 
and benevolent Benjamin knew also, that Ross's 
note did not amount quite to a challaigey and^ 
therefore, instead of going to the injured and en- 
raged old man, and clearing himself of the charge 

• of being the instigator of his son; instead of con- 
demnmg the vile conduct of that son, or attempt- 
ing to make him apologize for the outrage, he set 
himself very coolly and deliberately to work to 
draw from Boss such expressions as zvould be good 
gnmnds/or a prosecution. Were Theopstratus and 

' La Bruyere to rise from the dead, and to club their 
talents in drawing the character of Rush, they 
could not produce it half so complete as it is exhi- 
bited in Ae following correspondence. 

Q 3 Rush. 
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gusL — ** Doctor Rush wishes to knmv for whM 
*' purpose he is to meet Doctor Ross to-morrow 
*' momitig in the Jersics," 

Ross. — " Doctor Ross will let Doctor Rush 
** know when they meet*' 

Jtnsh. — '* Doctor Rushes time being much en- 
** gaged at present, he cannot consent to leave 
** town^ without knowing the bushiess be is to go 
** upon/* 

Ross. — '* The sole purpose of meeting is to have 
** personal sathfaiiion of Doctor Rush for the ruf- 
** fian assault of his son this momingj of which he 
*' considers the Doctor as the sole instigator." 

This was precisely what was wanted by Rush; 
it was an unequivocal challenge^ and subjected 
the writer to a certain fine of ^five hundred pmmds, 
one half of which would go into the pocket of the 
plaintiff* Having obtained his endj the benevokd 
Kush thus put an end to the correspondence. 

Rush. — '^ Sir, I do not fear death, but I dare 
^* not offend God, by exposing myself^ or ^.fellow- 
** creature^ to the chance of committing murder j 
** I have not injured you, and I freely forgive you 
** all the injuries you have attempted to do me, 

*' The treatment you received this morning from 
*^ my son was not instigated directly or indirectly 
^ by me , it was occasiom^d by your vailing htm an 
** * impertinent puppy -^ Your note, without that 
^* insulting language^ would haye satisfied him. 

Dr, Boss, *' B. Rush." 

There you see him, reader ! That is he ! That's 
iRush in every lineament ! This note, of three 
short sentences only, gives you a fair sample of his 
tmvery^ \m piety y his hummtityy^^i^ Christian meekness 

and 
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aj}d chqrifyi. Wiere I to auit the fmrr?|ive here, ho«r- 
ever, yq\f might suppose, ihat l^tpot npfurtbef notice 
of the challenge ; put, to leave ^ucii an impre^siqn 
on your ni}n3; would be 4oing great injusticie \q the 
character of ipy jbero^ ai>d, therefore, however 
h3rpocritical, however base ancj p^alig^ant his con- 
duct may appear, J must telj yqu^ that thi^ " patient , 
*^ Martyr,* this " most unoffending and benevQlent of 
** mankind,'' virho, on the evening of the 17^, ' 
ynrote to Ross that he freeh/ forgave him every thing, 
commenced, the next morning, a criminal prose- 
cution again?! him, procured a warrant, had him 
seized, amd ?tctually took every measure /or sendirfg 
hiT^tpjqiL 

Poqjtor R,oss did not dissociate with |Qepublican3, 
aijd, therefore, he was not deserted by his friends 
in the hour of trouble. Seyeral gentlemen. Into 
^l^o§e Qpmpapy Rush would, .on noaqcoupt, h^e 
been admitted, immedia^ly came forward 'to give 
l>ail for Doctor R,o§s, and thus tl;ie last iefFojrt oi tl)e 
mefik Rush's " benevolence" was defeajted; but 
though Jfeus philanthropy was yet unsatisfied, it must 
be CQjifessed that his triumph was much too com- 
plete. Ross was a man of learning and of wit ; 
of the frivolous talents and opinions of the shallow 
Rush, he had frequently expressed his contempt ; 
this the " beneyqlent*' man knew, for this he hated 
^ifn, and ;tj^t Ross was attacked by the son for 
this, is xvery dear, because the assault took place 
after it was known that he was not the author of 
the publication in penno's paper, which Was the 
pretext ,of the quarrel; and because the reason 
grounded oh the pretended insult given by Ross to 
young Rush was too palpably absurd to impose on 
the most ignorant person in the city. 

In whatever point of view we contemplate this 
affair, to whichever motive we ascribe the, conduct 
of Rush and his son^ ai^d their assistants, the treat- 

Q 4 meint 
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inent of Doctor Ross, from the beginning to tt 
end, was the most vindictive, the most base, th^ 
most foul and dastardly act, that ever was cor 
mitted in the face of day ; but in considering sepa^l 
rately, the parts acted by this group of philan 
thropisls and keroeSt we must certainly award the 

{>alm to Rush. The rude and brutal Hbeller mighty 
or aught we know, have blushed, after he wa 
informed, that the object of his infamous calumny 
^Was innocent of the offence for which he had 
isailed him*; the " nice-feebjigy geuerous*^ son 

light, fx}sny^, have felt some thing like remorsej 
'^when he saw the blood running down the foreheacf 
of a defenceless old man, approacliing to three- 
score; but be this as it may, the " benevolent 
** Rush,'' the*' //i/jpofr^to e^' Pennsylvania/* t\\ 
" palietit Martyr" the *' saving Angel" remaineq 
unmoved, unsatisfied by the vengeance inflicted 
the Jfbeller and the ruffian. His piety, his ChrisJ 
t Ian meekness, did, indeed, prevent him from exd 
nosing his " fellow-creature" to the chance of 
foeath in a duel, but it did not restrain him from ^ 
sending a filthy wretch to drag him through thefl 
[Streets as a prisoner i it did not restrain him from 
^exulting at the indignities heaped upon Ross ^ it 



* I observed before, that thb oiost wicked piiblication e 
pearrd in the newspaper af Rush's intimate friend Bradfor 
but* to give il^e/oridgn reader some idea of this intimate friend 

[l nf>ust add a word or two here. Bradford is the identical pri 

[tcr and bookseliert of whom -honourable niention is made m nay" 
lif^ ri,id adventures; but* in what rt^garded the libd sgaiost 
Doctor Ross J I mt]!>t do liim the jiistice to acknowledge, that h^H 
|iad a pQTi^^f worthy of sharing with him. This partner wa^^f 
onti Ll^yd^ a man just amvpd in Apiiericaj tifter a tbrce years 
ponfiixcment in Newgate, Let it be rem timbered also, that the 

■ person whom Lioyd and Brad lord employed as editor to ihfi 
paper, tenanted, but a few^ momhs before, the jail of Calcutid 
Btich were the proprietors and conductors of the preis^ which 

fcoDslanlly extolled the character and practice ofjtush, and a|_ 
contaptsly poured forth Hbcls on his opponents, 

did 
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did not restrain him from appearing at the Mayor's 
ofRce to enjoy the pleasure of seeing this old and 
reputable gentleman compelled to appear as a cri- 
minal, to bare his head before a doughty magistrate, 
and expose his grey locks, yet clotted with the 
blood drawn by the bludgeon of the Rushite ; from 
these indulgences he was restrained neither by his 
benevolence^ his Christian charity, nor his philan- 
thropic tenderness ! 

" But,'' says the English reader, " did not the 
*^ people of Philadelphia hoot this fellow from their 
-" city? or, at least, did not his conduct excite 
*^ universal indignation and abhorrence?" — Oh, 
dear, nx) ! Quite the contrary, John Bull! The 
Americans have a sort of morality which you do not 
yet imderstand, and which I pray God you never 
may. A frill account of this vile transaction, of 
this excess of beggarly insolence and dastardly 
cruelty, was published in my paper, and in that of 
Mr, Fenno ; but Doctor Ross was well known to 
be a Briton by birth, and a Royalist in politics, 
and, therefore, had young Rush chopped off his 
head, and presented it to his father in a charger, 
I do verily believe, that, amongst all the hundreds 
and hundreds of American newspapers, not a third 
would have been found to express the least disap- 
probation of the deed*. 

Few readers will, I trust, wish for any further in- 
formation relative to the character of Rush and his 
son; but it seems to be no more than just to com- 
pare the preceding facts with the eulogium of 
Header Hopkinson. " I do believe from my soul,'* 



* In fact, this attack on poor old Ross seems to have drawn 
the merit of the Rushes from obscurity j for the President, very 
soon afterwards, appointed the father Treasurer of the Mint, 
and the son a Surgeon in the Navy ! Fivat Respublica ! ! ! aff 
oar repablican play-actors say at the bottom of their bills. 

said 
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said tbe bombastical ballad-monger, '* that Doctor 
** Rush h amongst the most nmffl'nding and bejw- 
*' vofail of mankind/' — Again : " He has sons of 

'* nke feelhig i^nd generoiL^ ^Qn^\h\Y\\y '' — And again: 
** Manlier passions swell, agitate, and inflame the 
" breasts ot his sons; Tliey burn^ they bursi idih 
" indignation y rage, and woe. With difficult the 
** prudential advice, the parental command of the 
"father restrain their fury: with difficulty tkey 
*^ arc prevented from taking immediate vengeance 
" on their cruel oppressor. * Be patient^ my cMU 
" rf/rn/ said he, ' / mn deeptij injufTd^ hut the Imts 
*' vf mtf conn fry offer me justice, and point out the 
** road to redress. It is tardt/j but it is certain and 
** ample. Delay may be painful to yotty but the dii- 
" ties of a good citizen refjuire ./*// This suit then, 
** gentlemen, and the hope of the justice that you 
** Will administerj may have been the gtiardiao an- 
** gels of the defendant/* 

Thus, as I before observed, Hopkinson not onlf 
extolled the lamb-like gentleness of Doctor Rush, 
but insisted that it was his *' prudential advice,' his 
** parental command^** that restrained his Wfi^'j/ 
sons " from taking immediate vengeance" on tn*^ 
" their cruel oppressor/' But, my dear little Hai^> 
Columbia*, do pray tell me^ if Rush's pmdentii^^^ 
advice and parental command restrained his burn' 
ing, bursting, raging, revenging, drivings despe^^ 
rate sons from attacking me, how came it to pass^ 
that the same advice and command could not re-^ 
strain them from attacking Doctor Ross? That 
Ross had offended them more than I had, you will 
not, certainly, pretend^ for, let it be remembered, 
that the attack on Ross was made after the suit 
was commenced against rpe. Besides, I repub- 

* Hopkinsftd wi^otc a ir^tcbed sai^g, begimiing <' Hj^l, 
" Coluoibia/' 

lished 
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Ushedfte verjr article for which the Rushes quarrelled 
with Ross ; they were sure^ therefore, tnat 1 was 
" guiky," as they called it, while, with respect to 
the autlior, they proceeded merely upon suspicion. 
Tell me, then, I say, thou " 72/c^-fecling'\ husband 
of a mce-begotten spouse*, why these burning, 
bursting, desperate sons did not come to attack • 
me ? Tell me how it happened, that they came 
to be so very obedient to the parental command in 
one instance, and so totally regardless of it in ano- 
ther? Tell me how the arm of the " generous'* 
John Rush was withheld from a stout man of thirty 
years of age^ while nothing could withhold it from 
« tottering old man of threescore ? Do you say that 
the father's authority was not exerted in the latter 
instance ? then, I ask, xvhy was it not ? Do you 
-ssry thait old Rush was not acquainted with the in- 
tended assault of his son ? then, I tell you to read 
his last letter to Doctor Ross, where you will see, 
that, if he denies being the instigator of his son, he 
does not deny a knowledge of his intention ; and you 
will also see, that he, in no very unequivocal terms, 
jiist^s his son's brutal and dastardly conduct. But, 
will you say, after all, that the parental command 
was not exerted, or was ineffectual, because Ross 
had called the son an " impertinent puppy^^ which 
I had not done ? This would be very bad ground 
for you to take ; it would place your little skeleton 
in a very auk ward position; for, if the pious father 
was, as he pretended to be, " principled against 
" duelling," he ought, in one case as well as ano- 
ther, to have prevented his son from exposing him- 
self to *^ the chance of committing murder ;" ofL 
the other hand, if he exerted his authority without 



* This man had the baseness to marry a bastard of the pro- 
fligate Mifflin^ and, as a reward^ accepted the office of Clerk to 
•thc-.OrpAow^' Court, 

efFectj^ 
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becomes of the " nice-feeling 
•' Tom semibUUi}^ of the affectionate and dutifiiJ 
$on, who could be prevented from chastising a 
person that called his father a qimck^ an empiric^ 
find a pfiffefy while not even the |>owerfijI " pa- 
** rental command" could restrain him from chal- 
lenging and assaulting another, who had only 
called him an " imperlinent piipp})'' 

StiJl, amidst all this hypothesis, there may remain 
some little doubt; and, therefore, I shall close the 
subject with the relation of a fact which will admit 
of none. On the day that Doctor Ross was as- 
saulted^ I published a short account of the matter. 
Owing to the hasty manner in which I received 
my information, this account was not perfectly 
correct, but it did not deviate from the truth in any 
essential point. John Rush, however, in a state- 
ment which he published the next day, thought 
proper to give the word a specimen of his high 
breedings " nice feeling ^ and geneiwis sennhiliii/,'' 
by concluding an address to me in the following 
words : ** I must stigmatize you a liar and a per- 
*' verting rascaL You call yourself an English- 
** man* Englishmen are brave, but you are a 
** coxoard,^' This language, the reader, will al- 
low, was rather harsh^ considering that it came 
from the son of the meek Doctor Rush, and 
considering too, that he had made use of it after 
his father had, as Hopkinson told the jury, de- 
sired him, and commanded him to be patient^ and 
wait quietly, like a good citizen, for the due operation 
of the law. People said that Jack^ though a vessel 
Wthe third generation, still smelt strongly of the 
old dram-shop in Second-street. 

Unwilling to be thought inferior to the " nice- 
'^ feeling" youth, in politeness, and still more un- 
willing to be thought afraid of his bludgeon, I re- 
paid him in his own coin, and with interest, by 

publi shing 
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publishing his address, and subjoipiing to it the fol- 
lowing remark — " N. B. I affirin this John Rush to 
" be an impertinent puppy ^ a zvay-laying coward^ a 
" liar, and a ra.vcfl!/."-r-'The inapposite, far fetched, 
hypocritical, cringing compliment to Englishmen 
I did not return ; probably because I had, just at 
that time, no sister upon the point of being married 
to an American"*^. 

Now, it will most assuredly be allowed, thattt;^^- 
laying coward, liar, and rascal are appellations full 
as provoking as that of impertinent puppy -, but in 
order to put to the test the sincerity of the plea for 
attacking Ross, I inserted the very appellation, for 
which it was pretended he was attacked ; yet / 
was never assaulted ; no Doctor BuUus came to 
pester me with demands and challenges ! Young 
Rush, in justification of his ruffian-like assault on 
Doctor Ross, told the public, that though his fa- 



* The wise Doctor Rush, in his eulogium on Riltenhouse,. 
very sagaciously observes, that *' Man is naade for a Republic, 
'' and a Republic is made for Man,"* Whether the Doctor 
meant this as a dogma or a conundrum is not quite certain -, but, 
however necessary he may think republicanism to the existence 
of Man, it is pretty clear lie does not believe in any such neces- 
sity with respect to Woman ; for he has married one of his 
daughters to a very loyal subject of His Majesty, an inhabitant 
of the Royal Province of Canada. Of the same sentiment 
appears to be that clamorous republican, M'Ktan, who, though 
continually bawling against Mo?tarchy and Aristocracy, has mar^ 
ried his eldest daughter to the Spanish Ambassador, who is, of 
course, a subject to a King, and bears, besides, the title of a 
Nobliman, — The truth is, reader, all the'^e men's abhorrence of 
Royalty and its appendages is sheer dissimulation. Whimsical, 
perverse, and foolish as they may be in other respects, in their 
professions on this subject they have loo much sense to be sin- 
cere. Their edging in '* Honourable' and " Esquire,''' with their 
ignoble names, wherever they think it will be tolerated, proves 
to you, that men are now what they were in the days of JEsop, 
and admonishes yoii, that whenever you hear a Citizen expressing 
his contempt for titles, you should look upon him as only speaking 
a parody on the poor Fox's farewell address to the grapes. 

tbcF 
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ther was inclined to wait, with palience^ the de- 
cision of a jury, /;f J tor his partj was not, ^ " I have 
'* w^/* said the burning, bursting blade, ** been 
'* able to rt'ducc mi/ feelings to the same degree of 
^ «* composure," — Wonderfully strange feelings J Thej 
were one day roused to brutal violence^ at the ap- 
|>ellation of impertinent puppnf^ and the next* they 
remained totally unaffected by the very same appel-- 
\iaiion^ with tlie aggravating addition of coward^ 
I liar, and rascid! With men of cormnon feelings, 
mowevcr irascible their tempers, age and infirmity 
[ are always looked upon as a protection from per- 
fc>c>nal vengeance : to men of ri?/;2mo7i sensibility;, for 
Tinjuries received from the old and infirm, the law 
rolfers the only means of obtaining redress. But the 
[Rushes proceed upon maxims diametrically the op- 
Dosite of these. Their *' niee feeling and genei'otis 
sensibility" teach them to go to war with the 
, oldj and to law with the young ^ to attack w^eak- 
ness with a bludgeon^ and strength with a writ ! 
After detailing these well-established facts, it 
[xwould be superfluous to add the scores of others ' 
>of nearly the same sort, which might be pro- 
Iduced. No man of integrity and common sense , 
J^can want further proofs; and as 1 write for the sa- 
tisfaction of neither knaves nor fools, I shall now 
take my leave of the Doctor as a moralist , and con- j 
sider liim under the character oi ^ politician^ Rphi^ I 
losopher, and b, physician. ^ 

" And why will you," exclaims the reader, 
** tease me with so frivolous and despicable asub- 
** ject?"— I acknowledge the justice of the re- 
proof; but I beg leave to observe, tliat the under- 
taking is not a voluntary act* It has, like Rush's 
birth and moral character, been forced on me by 
ihe printed report of the trial; and, therefore, what- 
ever honour he may derive from the examination, 
must be attributed to the superabundant zeal of his 

own 
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own adv6cates; or father, perhaps, to his discre- 
tion, in hiving engaged them on a conditiojial 
fee*. 

These impassioned pleaders, who seem to have 
thought that they heard the sweet chinking of the 
English guineas at the close of every period, not 
content with representing their client as " imma-^ 
^^ culatey^ as the most " tender y the most meek, the 
/^ most unoffending, and the nlost benevolent of mzn- 
" kind," could n6t refrain from adding to their vo- 
cabulary of superlatives, the most " patriotic"^ and 
most " learned^ They desired the enlightened 
jury to observe well, that Doctor Rush was a 
•^ saving angel,'^ and a " republican ;" while the 
defendant Was a ** demon,** a ** royalist,** and (still 
rising in the climax) a " British subject** — " My 
^* client," said Hopkinson, ** has often drawn his 
pen in the service of his country. His fame has 
*^ spread as extensively as our commerce. He has 
**^ added a fresh and blooming laurel to the head of 
*' American genius. He has done much to rescue the 
^^ An^terican name from that obloquy and contempt, 
" which some of the proud philosophers of Europe 
*' would cast upon us, ranking us as inferior to 
" themselves in the order of beings." 

This was rare sport, as far as it went ; but I mar- 
vel much, that the zealous Hopkinson, who is him- 
self an author both in prose and verse, did not en- 
large, did not go into some detail, on so charming 
a subject. I am surprised that he did not tell the 
'yxry zvhat services Rush's pen had rendered their 
country ; that he did not explain to them hoiv this 
great man had rescued the American name from 
obloquy and conternpt ; that he did not delight their 
eyes as well as their ears, by showing them some of 

* Tbeir bargain was to have one kalf of whatever they coald 
get out of me!!! 

the 
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ikt sprigs of the fresh and blooming laurel. So in 
dustrious an advocate ought^ methinks, to have re- 
roUccted the instantaneous effect which Mark An- 
tony produced on the sovereign people of Rome by 
the judicbusi dispUy of a piece of blotted parch* 
mcni \ and though poor Pennsylvania bears none 
but basiurd laurel *, the " nice-foeliug'^ Ilopkin- 
soii mighl easily have come into court with a bunch 
of THAT und^r his arm. It might not, iixdeed, 
have been very fresh or very blooming : but, I dare, 
say, the group would have ogled it with singular 
delight. 

This omlsstOD on the part of Hopkinson asto- 
nishes me the more, when I consider that he might 
have entered into particulars with so little trouble to 
hiuK*ietf, and .so much advantage to his ingenious and 
learned client. He had nothing to do but to open 
the Doctor's works, and go on irom subject to sub- 
ject, comparing his theory with his practice, and 
c^|>atiattngt at every close, on his profundity and 
cond^tcncy. Beginning with the PoUiician^ he 
might have shown, from Rush's eulogium on the 
Prc>idcnt of the Democratic Society, that he in- 
sisteil on a republic's being the only government fit 
tor a human being to live under ; and he mi^fe 
then have observed, as a proof of the culogist*s sin- 
icrtt> » that he, in a year or tw^o after, married his 
daughter to a subject^ and sent her to live under the 
govenvment of a king* Further, he might have 
shown, from the same work, that his client pro- 
fessed the most ardent love for personal indepen- 
dence, and might have given another striking proot 
of Im sincerity, by remarking, that he, immediately 

* The kurus nohiUt wiU not grow iu Pennsylvania, Tlic 
sort fiiiuid I here is th:U which botanists call die kalmia^ or 
ikwarf laurd 'j and, because ir comes by chance ^ and is never col- 
livdted atiU ri^gularly planted^ the vulgar call it the hasitird 
laurel. The buds and berries t|iat it bears are poiiotiQuSt 

after- 
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«Lfterwards> solicitefl and obtained a (at post fbi* 
himself, and another for his son^ the " generous" 
bludgeonist. O^tom Rush's Account of the Yellow 
Fever of 1793 (written before he got into place), 
Hopkinson might have exhibited to the jury a great 
number of proofs, that the Doctor was not an ad- 
mirer of revolutions in medicine only, and that, so 
full was he of the politics of Tom Paine, he could 
not resist the temptation to hail the approach of the 
auspicious day, when " the general use of calomel^ 
'' jalapy and thQ lancer (merciful God!) " shall be 
" considered among the most essential articles of 
" the knowledge and rights of Alan ! ! P^)-'li the 
jury had felt (of which], however, there was little 
fear) any qualms of conscience at the tremendotis 
prediction, the sagacious pleader might, like Timo- 
theus of old, have changed both his subject and his 
tone, and returning to the Doctor's mazy dance of 
politics, have followed him from the Blue-stocking 
and Yellow-wigs to the Constitutionalists, from therti 
to the Republicans, from the Republicans to the 
Jacobins, and from the Jacobins to the Federa- 
lists, amongst whom Mr. Adams has discovered 
the art of keeping him steady, by giving him, his 
family, and relations, an ample share of the loaves 
and fishes*. 

* John Rush, the " nice-feeling, generous** gentleman, who 
committed the base assault on poor old Doctor Ross, was ap- 
pointed a Surgeon in the frigate United States ; but, behold ! 
before he had been many months a surgeon^ he was appointed a 
- Ueulenani of the said frigate 1 1 1 Like his father, he appears to 
be a man of universal genius. He first studied tneJu'ine, then the 
law, then medicine again ; then become a surgeon, and taki»»g a 
fancy to the uniform of a lieutenant, he b<'came a lieutenant. 
It is a mercy be did not fall in love with the post of Coramc- 
dore! — As it is, however, a few lucky shots from the enemy 
might put the best vesiel and the most numerous crew belong- 
mg to this country under his commanJ ! •• Fivat RespubiLn,'*'^ 
What ao outcry would be raised in England, if a promotion 
like this were to take place I 
VOL. XI. R Proceeding 
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Proceeding to the Pfulosophevy it was pecvAizAf 
incumbent upon Hopkinson to show kaiv the Doc- 
tor had " added a fresh and blooming laurel to the 
" head of American genius," and what he had 
done " to rescue the American name from the 
" obloquy and contempt ca.st upon it by the proud 
" philosophers of Europe." A very few ler^ves of 
this laurel would have sufficed ; but he ccrt^ly 
might have sliown some of it. He might have 
reminded the wise jury, that Doctor Rush once 
read Chemical Lectures to young ladies in the Phi- 
ladelphia Female Academy*. These pretty girls 



• This Academy was, a frw years ago, in great vogue, but 
is now, alas ! no more —It was founded on principles somewhat 
fimilar to tliose of Mary Wohknccraft and John Walker, and WM 
intended as a seminary where the rtpub'ican ff.ir might obtain 
the rudiments, at least, of the liighn of Woman. That all 
might be of a piece, the principal ma>«ter was an old Irish sol- 
dier, who "left* his Majesty\ 47rh regiment at the battle of 
Lexington and Concord. His name was Brown. He after- 
wards published a paper, by the assistance of Rush, and, as a 
grateful return for that assistance, his miserable sheet was al- 
ways at the Doctor's command. To say that this fe]\ow dsnUd 
would be *' too harsh,*' as Mr. Harper says. He felt a call to 
quit the ranks of a " iyranf (as the King is called in theZ)ff/tf- 
rai'ionof Indepcndevce), in order to join the standard of Liberty] 
and, though there was an oatb in his way, he nobly surmounted 
the obstacle. 

Having ha J occasion to mention this man, it would be a cul- 
pable neglect in me not to say something more of his history, 
which ct-riainly furnishes one of the most awful lessons ever 
ht'ld out to mankind. — Brawn was a private soldier at the time 
of his *^ kd'ving' the -i/ih regiment j he rose rapidly in the 
American army, and was, at the time when Gen. Burgoynewas 
cjpturfd (see Anbury, vol. ii. p. 205), a Major and Commis- 
sary of Provisions. After the war was over, he kept the Fe- 
male Academy of Philadelphia ; he next established a news- 
paper, which, for profit, was thought to be the first in the 
United States. He used to boast of cl^anng sixteen thousand 
dollars a year; and tliongh this was a .shameful exaggeration, it 
is certain that he lived in great splendour, kept his chariot and 
pair and his country seat. His prosperity seemed not only to 
be complete, but to have rectived the stamp of duration j when, 
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were told by the learned philosopher, that thi longe- 
vity of the antediluvians was entirely owing to 
their breathing dephlogibticated air ; ror that, be- 
fore the deluge, there were none of those noxious 
vapours, which, in this our day, arise from stag- 
nate waters ! 

In Rush's Treatise on education, Hopkinson 
might have found two fundamental principles: 1st, 
JTiat true learning depends upon a total ignorance of 
the learned languages, the study ot which not only 
wastes the time at a precious period of life, but, 
by eiving ancient notions, precludes the possibility 
of mstillmg modern ideas into youthful minds* : 
2d, That children should have sharp knives, chis- 
sek, hatchets, shears, and every sort of edge tool, 
to play with ; because clipping a nose, or chopping 
off a finger, is a trifling accident in comparison 
with the advantage to be derived from an early 
knowledge of the use of these instruments. If the 
Doctor had written his Treatise at a later period, 
he certainly would not have omitted the Guillotine, 
of which useful revolutionary instrument there is an 
excellent model kept, for the instruction of the 
citizens, in the Philadelphian Museum, ! ! ! 

■ — ■ — - — ' 

lo ! in one fatal hour, a Jire kindled by a spark in his office, 
bereft him of the wife he had married, and of all the childre;i 
that bad been born to him, after his leaving the service of his 
king. He himself, who had not many hours before returned 
from a joyous concert, was not, indeed, burnt instantly to death; 
but he expired at the end of two days, during which time his ex- 
cruciating torments suffered him to retain just enough of his 
senses to learn, that of all his children, xht. only one left to in- 
herit his wealth, was a son whom he had by a former wife, in 
Ireland, and whom he had disowned and driven from his door! 

Who can view the progress and the lamentable catastrophe of 
Brown> without thinking on the words of Holy Writ ! — " I have 
** seen the .wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a 
", green, bay-tree. Yet he passed away ! and, lo! he was not: 
*.' yea, I sought him, but he could not be found." 

* Rusii despises a knowledge of the learned languages for 
much about thie same reason that an ugly old hag despi<e^ beauty. 

R 2 . There 



\ 
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Ther# wa« one le^if of ^ Doctor's philosophical 
Uurel, which )us eulogist shouM on no account 
h2|ve forgotten : I allude to his learned Treatise oq 
the colours of the sl^in. In this Treatise^ which 
is ^ be found in the fourth and last volume of the 
Transactions of the' American Philosophical So* 
ciety (of whiph Ku^fe is a very worthy member), 
he endeavours to^ ^nd thinks he does {Kove> that 
the cokHir of tbe Negroes proceeds solely fiEom the 
kUf(h^ and that, when the race shall be pwrged 
of that dipeasc^ they wiU all turn white \ ! ! 

A^r havii^g produced these specimens of the 
fresh and blooming laurel, these coovmciog proo& 
of Rush's succesiHul efibrts, as a philosopher, to 
r^'C%ifi the Jjnerican name from contempt. Hop- 
kin&on might ha.ve given the Jury a sketch of his 
patriotic eudeavbw6< in the character of a Phj/si- 
cim. He might have quoted a book, written l^ 
Doctor Rwh, loug ago, in answer to Cacbgan's 
Treatise on the Gout, wherein the PeimsyH:aiiiaii 
" Hippocrate^' recommends hot suppers, and good 
livitig at nig/ktx for this wise reason; that nature has 
a deal of bu^ness during the day, ia supplyii^ 
muscular nK>(ion and the operations of the miad, 
and, of course, cannot attend to digestion, which 
is best perforn^ in sleep, when she has nothing 
else to do ! 

He might have produced the Doctor's Essay oa 
Consumptions, where he says, that going to sea 
was good for that disease^ only when the patient 
should be obliged to live ?ls sailors before the mast 
do, anfl be freqilentb/ exposed fo cold, to tvei, to 
ha^*d [Qhour, to coarse diet, and rough usage : that 
going into the country for the salubrity of the air, 
was, in such complaints, absurd, unless the patient 
were made to xcork at tlie plough,, to be, out in all 
weather, and to refu?m /lome after mght; and that, 
when a. man is so weak that he caniiot sit upon a 

norse. 
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horse, it is a strong indication that he ought to 
rideU! . 

He might have had the evidence of several nie-^ 
dical gentlemen in Philadelphia, that Doctor Rush 
recommends bleeding in the dropsy and in the 
ague^ because in these there are inflammatory 
symptoms ! ! ! — And, if any one of the Jury had 
had the audacity to observe, that this vvras like 
brandy being a predominant ingredient in pure 
water, or fire being concealed inice. Rush might, 
have sued him for damages. 

Hopkinson might have appealed to the Mana- 
gers of the Peftnsylvaniah Hospital (one of whom, 
the sieek'htaded CoatSy was, indeed, all the time at 
his elbow), and these gentlemen coilld have told 
tile Jury, that Doctor Rush, the modern " rfip- 
** poctates,^' caused a thing like a gallows, with 
a rope suspended from it, to be erected in their 
yard, fdr the purpose of curing insanity by swing-^ 
tttg ; that the poor patients, on viewing this well- 
known engine, with its ominous pendant, thought 
they Were brought out to be hanged, and that, 
after the first operation, they imagined they had a 
tedlporary reprieve, but were, the next time, to be 
tucked tip in earnest ! ! ! ! 

But, of all the sins of omission of which mortal 
itiati was ever guilty, Hopkinson's neglecting to 
detail, and expatiate on, the t)octor's system of 
kpletton, Was certainly the most heinous and un- 
pardonable. What makes this. conduct the more 
ptepdsterous is, that Rush's lawyers, and the 
Juoge, ftiade it a great crime in me, not to have 
^tantmed the system! Please Heaven, they shall 
not have to charge me with the like omission this 
time; fot if I leave unexposed any one of its ai>- 
Surdifies; if I leave unrelated one anecdote in tb« 
Mttoiy of blood, it shall be for want of knowledge 
or of memory, and not for want of inclination. 

[to bk continued.] -^ 

R 3 REPUBLICA. 
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REPUBLICAN FRANKNESS AND GRATITITDE 

EXEMPLIFIED IN THE CONDUCT OF 

DOCTOR MEASE, 

THE PUPIL, THE FRIEND, AND ONE OF THE 

WITNESSES OF RUSH, 

*' Read this,- my young blade, and then to dinner 
** With what appetite you niay." 

THIS Doctor Mease was one of those men, who 
volunteered in the glorious service of retailing to a 
Court and Jury certain words, which in a tSte-d- 
tite conversation h^ heard me utter, respecting my 
resolution to punish Rush for his insolent appeal to 
the law against Mr. Fenno and me. My counsel, 
Mr. Harper^ who seemed anxious to find some- 
thing to commend in every one who gave satis- 
factory proofs of being my enemy, was kind enough 
to observe, that the three witnesses (Mease among 
the rest) were " gentknien of great respectability 
*^ FOR THEIR AGE." What he meant by tacking 
on the phrase " for their age,' I cannot think. 
Did he mean, that they were rendered respectable 
by their grey locks, or that, considering their beard- 
less chins, they were very respectable fellows? 
Either meaning was equally nonsensical, for they 
were all three about thirti/ years .of age; so that 
^^ for their age," was an unmeaninff expletive, 
clapped in to ward off the charge o? having be- 
stowed on these volunteer heroes his unqualified 
approbation. 

But, however respectable Mease might be for 
his age, I am persuaded, that, after the relation of 
the following anecdote, he will be more respectable 
for his frankness and gratitude. 

Mease 
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Mease was, during the Yellow Fever of 1797, 
Physician of the port of Philadelphia ; it was his 
business to inspect all entering vessels, and if they 
had sick on board, or came from certain places, it 
was his duty to make them perform a quarantine 
opposite the fort. That he was extremely fit for 
this post every one must allow, who considers that 
he believed, with his famed preceptor, that the 
Yellow Fever was generated in the a/r, and that it 
could not, in any case whatever, be imported. And 
who can enough admire the submissiveness of the 
poor sovereign people, who, without daring to 
remonstrate, suffered their health and lives to re- 
main at the mercy of such a man ? 

The " respectable" Mease, to whom the Go- 
vernor, MifHin, had given the post as so much of the 
public money which he was obliged to bestow on 
some one else than himself, acted as might be ex- 
pected. Very few vessels were stopped • and the 
Board of Health having forced Mifflin to issue a 
proclamation forbidding the entrance of certain 
vessels into the ports of Pennsylvania, Mease suf- 
fered them to go by the fort, by which they were 
enabled to get up to Burlington in New Jersey. 
The Mayor of Burlington complained of it to Mif- 
flin, who answered his letter with expressions of 
regret at the conduct of Mease, which he called 
" highly irregular,^' That this epithet was far too 
mild to be applied to an act 01 disobedience, so 
audacious in itself, and so dangerous in its conse- 
quences, every one must perceive. Indeed, the 
poor sovereign people of Philadelphia, though they 
dared not speak out, did, in this instance, grumble 
most bitterly ; and some of them had even the 
c )urage to declare (in a whisper), that the insolent 
Rushite ought to be turned out of his place ; in 
which opinion the reader will, I think, perfectly 
ligree with them. 

R 4 So 
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So thought not, however, the pupil of Rush. A 
man who had learned to bleed and purge under the 
Pennsylvanian " Hippocrates," was not, though in 
terms the most gentle, to be censured with impu- 
nity. But the young man was for some time at a 
loss for a mode in which to obtain vengeance. Mif- 
flin, though sunk to the lowest ebb, had yet $pirit 
enough left to beat forty Rushites together; and 
he had, besides, the power of reducing Mease's 
revenue from about 900 dollars a year to nothing. 
Duly impressed wifh these circumstances, and 
wisely resolving still to go to bed with a full belly 
and whole bones, this <' gentleman, respectable^ 
" kis.agey'' fell upon a way of giving poor Mifflin a 
stab, without letting him see the base and perfidious 
hand by ^ which it was given: in pursuance of this 
his intention, he sent me the following note, and 
paragraph, which I now copy from his own hand- 
writing: 

" Dear Sir, 

" If you do not think the enclosed pctragrupk 
" proper to come out in your name (in which I 
" have taken the liberty to write it, and which I 
" hope you will excuse), do not insert it, but othe^ 
" wise \ would thank you to publish it. 
" Your friend, 
" Mr. Wm. Cobbett.^' « Jamks Mease. 

« Sept. 20." 

Paragraph, — " Peter Porcupine hais this day 
** published Doctor Mease's letter to the Mayor of 
" Wurlington*,. explaining the principles upoii 
** which he acted, in permitting certain vessels 
'« boitjidto Burlington '* [a wretched H* ! ]'*topass 
^* his station without performing q^uarantine ; and, 

* This letter^ a very humble though a very shuffling excpse 
for 1^6 coDdMct^ appeared in all th^ papers. ' ' 
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* in Para^rim's apimm,^' [oh ! you impudent, lying 
Jog !] ^ is fully satisfeictory. As an officer of 
" Pennsylvania, Doctor Mease would have acted 
'* in a very arbitrary manner, had he done other- 

* wise." [What a cat's paw, what a quibbling, 
Krhat a viUainous miscreant this fellow wished to 
m^ke of- me !] " The Governor says Doctor 
^* Mease's conduct was highh^ irregulavy and that 
'^ he will sanction no act that may injure Ihe feel- 
'^ kxgs of the citizens of Burlington 5 but this we 
" all know is mere stuff, for that he" [the very man 
who bad given hiijn his place] ^* does not care a 
'/ cent for their feelings, provided his aton depraved 
•^ sensations ,are gratified by the brandy bottle ! — ^The 
^* more the Governor's principles are developed, 
" the more it is discovered that he is a rank Arisp 
" tocrat, under the cloak of a Democrat Hence 
^^ he wishes to make his * Proclamations' extend to 
** Jersey ; though the law" [a subterfuge worthy 
of a Rushite], '' it appears, which authorizes him 
" to issue this proclamation, says it shall not. 
*^ When in the drunken frolics with the rabble'^ 
[this fellow was a declared Democrat !] " in 1794, 
*^ in which the Governor presided," [and where 
Mease was one of the * rabble /'] " to celebrate 
** the murders and assassinations of the cut-throat 
** Frenchy he drank, ' Laws and no proclama- 
" tions:' but- here we see he wishes proclamations 
" to go beyond laws." 

If any thing more than this be wanted, I am 
ready to prove, upon the oaths of myself and my 
clerk, that Mr. Harper's '* gentleman of respecta- 
*^ bility for his age," came afterwards to me in 
person, requested me to publish the above para- 
graph, and told me that he wished to keep his own 
name out of sight, because people knew he zvas under 
great obligations to Mifflin ! ! ! 

'* Never 
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** Never pray iDore» abandon all i 

** For nothing can*>t inou co da iioadcaiiald 

« Greater than diis ]*' 

Such reader, is the pupil of Rush ; sadi is Ae 
man whose principles Rush extols, of ^-faose^^^nntf- 
#A//> he boasts, and of whose perfidious aid he avaik 
himself, in order to oppress his opponents, and awe 
them into silence ! It is not, I tnist, necessaijr fer 
me to say, that I refused to publish the paragi^i, 
and become the instrument of the mean and assas- 
sin-like vengeance of this ungrateful wretch; 
neither is it necessary for me to say how much he 
hated me for the refusal, nor what were his motiFes 
for volunteering in that act of abominable baseness, 
which has conjured up this blasting tale firom 
oblivion. 

Were not Mease a thorough-paced republican, 
he would, upon the sight of this pamphlet, go out 
and hang himself; but he knows that he is still as 
good as his neighbours ; he knows that there wiU 
not be a man less to take him by the hand, that he 
shall still be embraced by Rush, and, if occasion 
serve, still eulogized by Harper. 
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28th Feb. 1800. 

RUSH AND HIS SUPPORTERS. 

[Continued from Nor I. page 245.] . 

The Rushite System of Depletion^ tvith a Statement 
of Porcupine's Reasons for opposing it. 

" The Fever began to ravage the city and suburbs 5 so that 
" we had abundance of work, and it may easily be conceived 
" what a quantity of innocent blood was spilt. But, I know 
" not how it happened, all our sick died.'* 

GIL BLAS. 

' JL HE novel system, adopted by Rush, is most 
aptly denominated, the system of Depletion ; for 
the merit of it entirely consists in anpiying the veins 
and the intestines with an expedition heretofore un- 
known and unheard of. Of the effects of this system, 
the people of America have heard ^ndfelt enough, 
but of its origin many of them are totally ignorant. 
For most of the great discoveries,- especially those 
which have contributed to the depopulation of the 
earth, we are indebted to what appears to have 
been mere accident ; which was also, in some sort, 
the mother of the System of Depletion. 

*^ As yet snuffling was not," when a puritanical 
king-killing samt happened to be led by the spirit 

to 
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to visit a holy sister, who gave him a present that 
broke down the bridge or his nose. And, as yet 
MERCURiAi/ PURGES, and " bleeding almost to 
** DEATH," were not counted amongst the means 
of preserving life, when the Pennsylvaniart " Hip- 
" pocrates'* happened to stumble on a smoky old 
manuscript present received from Doctor Franklin. 
But, before I enter on the particulars of this fortu- 
nate accident, I must state certain circumstanced 
by which it was preceded. 

Rush had constantly endeavoured to place him- 
self at tlie head of something or other ; and, as is 
common with persons possessed of vanity too great 
to suffer them to remam quiet in obscurity, and of 
talents too contemptible, or tempers too fickle to 
enable them to attain superiority by the ordinary 
course of advancement, he had ever been upon the 
search for some discovery, some captivating novelty, 
to which he might prefix his name, and thus reach, 
at a single leap, the goal at which men seldom ar- 
rive but by slow, cautious, and painful approaches. 
To a determination to become a great man, in de- 
fiance of niggardly Nature, might be fairly attri- 
buted all the solemn fooleries ot this versatile Doc- 
tor, who, in his impatient pursuit after fdme, hakl 
chopped and changed from science to science^ till 
at last, like the straggling hound, he had the morti- 
fication to sec himself outstripped in the chase by 
the slow-motioned companions whom he formerly 

despised*. 

— J — . , ._^ 

* Just such another being is that pestilential wt^taf, Nbdb 
Webster, jun. " Esq,'* This poor creatore, who, had he faeoq 
content to move in that sphere for which alone Nature intcnadBd 
hlra, would, by this time, have been a very tolerable f^adieri 
and wooki have gained an honest and reputable Hvdihockl, has, 
by his vanity and presumption, rendered himself, suGcfiseively, 
an olij^ct of indignation and contempt, ridicule an^ pity. 
From the collision of two such bodies as Rush and Wc»« 
sxKi, ooe might naturally e^ipcct something strongty ex* 

pmrifQ 



FEBRUARY, i8qo. 253 

VwDUS were the tricks that he tried ; Religknip 
Morals^ Jiwrisprudence, literature, EcoDomjr^ Po- 
litics^ and Philosophy, all became, at times, the 
subject of his plans aad his projects. StiU, how- 
ever, fame fled from his grasp. His " Original 
" Essays,'* though aided by puffs in abundance, 
excited a laugh, and that was all. The learned 
languages were stiU taught in the schools ; little 
girk StiU pbyed with dolls, and parents still kept 
shsurp knives and pointed scissars from the hands of 
their children ; men still used tobacco, and women 
continued to sweeten Xheir tea with West India 
sugar. Thus baffled, thus first despised, and then 
forgotten, as an author, the Doctor saw no hope 
of rendering himself distinguished but as a pJij^ician. 
On this, therefore, he appears to have resolved^ 
much about the time that the Yellow Fever of 1793 
offered an opportunity favourable to the enterprise. 
He had, by those arts which men of his stamp 
never fail to employ, obtained some trifling znarks 
oi respect amongst certain philosophical bodies in 
Europe* ; he had thrust himself into many of the 



prcssive of emptiness ; and accordingly a farcical anecdote of 
their first meeting in Philadelphia, where Webster had just beeA 
appointed a teacher in the Episcopal Academy, is worth relating. 

SCENE THE STREET. 

Enter Rush and Webster. 

Rush, — Hbw do you do, my dear friend ? I congratulate you 
on your arrival in Philadelphia. 

/f^fr5/er.— You may, if you please. Sir, congratulate Phila- 
delphia on the occasion !'! ! {They embrace J 

* Rush's pleader, Hopkinson, observed that his learned client 
liad necetved honours and compliments from the East Indies y and 
€nHn the West Indies, I should like to know whether these ho* 
«ours and compliments came fh^m the Moors or the Gentooa, 
from the Negroes or Mulattoes. Probably Kjng Toussaint, hear- 
ing that bur famous phlebotomist is Treasurer of the Mint, may 
Iiave concd'^ed him to be a personage worthy of his " high con- 
'' tideration.'* I wonder Hopkinson had not produced some 

proof 
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public institutions in America ; he read chetnical 
lectured to the young " Ladies'* in the Philadelphia 
Academy, and chnical lectures to the young 
" Doctors" in the University of Pennsylvania ; but 
all this did not make him a first-rate medical man. 
His practice was still confined to that class of peo- 
ple who are not the best qualified to judge of, or 
the most able to reward, scientific merit. 

To recover his lost ground, to relieve himself 
from this humiliating situation, and to tower over 
the heads of his envied brethren, he seized, with 
uncommon alacrity and address, the occasion pre- 



proof of Ills client beiog held in great esteem by their Majesties, 
Kings Ball-Dog and Hanging-Maw, at whose court he himself 
had the honour of a pnblic audience. 

But another of the pleaders, Ingersol, went further. He told 
the jury, that his client was an honorary member of almost 
every Society in Europe, or in the world. When I was a boy, 
we used to say, that almost and hard^hy saved many a lie ; but, 
J can hardly allow Master ingersol to take shelter trader this 
salvo. Amongst the learned societies that ought to be supposed 
capable of judging of Rush's merits, are, certainly, those of Great 
Britain] and I can assure the reader, that, notwithstanding all 
the efforts of the Doctor, his name has never met with any thing 
worthy of being called honour from those societies. He has, in- 
deed, been noticed by two or three little knots of visionaries in 
France and Germany, amongst whom any man may purchase an 
honorary membership with the price of a pair of shoes a-piece 
for the President and Vice-President. — Ingersol descended to 
particulars, and in this he was singularly fortunate. He men- 
tioned Dr. Trotter as having borne testimony to the merits of 
Rush J but, without knowing, perhaps, that Dr. Trotter had 
also borne testimony, and in a more decided and public manner, 
to the merits of Perkins's metallic points ! 1 1 It is pity the 
pleader had not been apprised of this fact. What a fine oppor- 
tunity for exulting at the triumph of American genius over the 
*' obloquy and contempt oast upon it by the proud philosophers 
** of Europe !" And let it be remembered too, that these two 
great men have arisen since the revolution ; since these states 
have been a ^Republic. Had »uch lights begun to blaze forth 
under the Monarchy, I doubt not that some one would have been 
found tyrannical enough to put the extinguisher on them. 

sented 
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sented by the Yellow Fever, the fearful ravages of 
which were peculiarly calculated to dispose the 
minds of the panic-struck people to the tolerance, 
and even to the admiration of experiments, which, 
at any other time, they would have rejected with 
disdain. Besides this debilitated state of the public 
mind. Rush had several other circumstances in his 
favour ; the only newspaper (that of Brown), which 
continued to circulate in the city, was almost en- 
tirely under his control ; his clamorous professions 
of republicanism had gained him numerous parti- 
sans amongst the class of citizens who could not 
flee to the country ; and the physicians, whose opi- 
nions he had to encounter, though highly respected 
by all classes, were men of too peaceable a turn to 
enter the field with a person, who scrupled not, at 
the very opening of the campaign, to carry the war 
into the public prints ; and though many of them 
were by no means deficient in pomt of spirit, they 
probably thought it beneath the dignity of their 
characters to engage in a contest, of any sort, with 
a Discoverer of Nostrums, The reflecting on these 
circumstances, which would have damped the spirit 
of a man of real science, acted as a stimulus with 
the enterprising Rush, who, so that he gained a 
name amongst the multitude, seemed totally re- 
gardless as to its being purchased by the contempt 
of his skilful contemporaries^. 

* Many are the anecdotes wliich the Philadel^jhiaos relate 
of the disgusting vanity of this mat) ; but I do not, at present. 
recoUect one so perfectly in character as the following. Rush 
had advanced, in one of his lectures or essays, some wild and ri- 
diculous position, for which he was reproved by a gentleman 
vho knew him, '* Well, well," replied he, *^ never mind it ; 
*' only say, it is a la mode de Rush J' — Paltry, despicable vanity L 
if, however, notoriety be still his only wish, that wish is noFw/in 
a fair way of being gratified even to satiety. — By the aid oi a 
Philadelphia court and jury, hv has procured an ample provi- 
■ion of money and of fame. 

He 
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He did not, however, according to his own ac- 
count of the matter, go incautiously to woric; but 
took all those preliminary steps, which serve to 
give the air of plausibility to an unjustifiable pro- 
cedure. He first consulted, as usual, with the Col- 
lege of Physicians ; he learnt the particulars, and 
tned, or pretended to try, the effects of the prac- 
tice of every individual physician of note : tiien, 
and not before, he broached his grand discoony. 
The manner in which this discovery was made, with 
the pranks that he played before and after it, if we 
could forget the melancholy circumstances that ac- 
companied them, furnish an admiral subject for the 
pencil of a Moliere. 

At the first breaking out of the Yellow Fever, he 
made use of ^^ gentle purges*;' these he hid aside, 
and had recourse to " a gentle vomit of ipecacuanha i* 
next he " gme bark in all its usual forms, of m^ 
^^ fusion^ powder f arul tincture y and joined wine^ 
" brandy y and aromaticsy with it ;^ ti^is was fol- 
lowed by " the applicatum qf blisters to the limbs, 
** necky and head;' these torments were succeeded 
by " an attempt to rouse the system by wrapping the 
" zvhole body in blankets dipped in warm vinegar;^ 
he next " rubbed the right side with mercurial otTit- 
" mcnty with a vfezv of exciting the action qf the 
^ vessels through t/ie medium of the Ircer ;'' after this 
he again returned to bark, which he gave " in large 
" quantitiesy. and, in one case, ordered ii to be injected 
" hito the boToels once in four hours ;' and, at last, 
having found, that wrapping his patient in blankets 
dipped in warm vinegar did no good, he " directed 
" buckets full of cold water to be throivn frequently 
''upon them! ir^ 
^ <m •* - • • — " ■ ' . ■ » ■ 

* Sec his Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793, page igs 
and the following. 

S;*r- 
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Surprising as it may seem, his patients died! 
Thus baffled, as he tells us, in every attempt to stop 
the ravages of the fever, he anticipated all the nu- 
merous and complicated distresses attendant on pes- 
tilential diseases. " Heaven alone," says he, " bore 
" witness to the anguish of viy soul ! But," pro- 
ceeds he in the same strain of disgusting ego- 
tism, " I did not abandon a hope that the disease 
" might yet be cured. I had long believed tiiat 
** good t««w commensurate with evil, and that there 
*^ does not exist a disease for which the good- 
** ness of Providence has'^ not provided a remedy.'* 
And modestly presuming, that he was (as he af- 
terwards boasted in print) the instrument chosen 
by Providence for discovering the remedy which 
it had in <his q^e provided, he tells us, that he 
applied himself with fresh ardour to the investiga- 
tion of the Yellow Fever, and for a long time iil 
vain. " -But," says he, " before I desisted I re- 
*^ collected that I had, among some old papers, a ma-» 
'* nuscript account of the Yellow Fever, as it pre- 
♦^ vailed in Virginia, in the year 1741, which had 
" been put into my hands by Doctor Franklin, a 
" short time before his death." — ^This present, 
which was not the only one Franklin bestowed on 
Philadelphia, proved to be, in its qualities, some- 
thing like that which poor Hercules received from 
Dejanira. 

Rush tells us (A. of Yellow F. of 1793, p. 197), 
that he was much struck with certain passages ci, 

* Reader, I beg you to pay attention to the grammar of this 
sentence, and to recollect that the writer of it has publii>hed 
what he calls " Literary Essays j" that he has had the assurance 
to decry the mode of teaching followed in the schools and uni- 
versities, and the. intolerable impudence to propose its abolition, 
to caake way for a plan of his own I It is astonishing that amongst 
thebandreds of men o(^ learning and genius who have been re* 
Tiled by this illiterate pretender to universal knowledge^ no one' 
has ever undertaken to expose him. 
. VOL, XI. s this 
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this old manuscript, but particularly with one, in 
which the writer observed, that " an ill-timed scru- 
" piilousness about the zceakness of the body was of 
" bad consequence," and he declared that he had 
** given a purge, xchen the pulse was so low that it 
^^ could hardlit be felt* y — Reading on. Rush says 
he came to the following words: — ^^ This evacu- 
" ation must be procured by lenitive chobgoque 
" fnirgesy 

" Here," says he, " I paused. — A new train of 
" ideas suddenly broke in upon my mind." — He 
then mentions his former scruples ; " but," adds he, 
" Dr. Mitchill" [the man of the old manuscript] 
" in a inament dissipated my ignorance and my 
^^ fears, I adopted his theory, and practice," and 
[without any trial] " resolved to iqjXo^w them!!" 

Having, " in a moment," formed this resolu- 
tion, he very soon proceeded to put it in practice. 
The " chdo^oque purge'^ that he fixed upon was 
composed of ten grains of calomel and fifteen of 
jalap. To this purge, which the inventor some- 
times called the Sampson of Medicine, was added 
copious blood-letting'^ a most powerful co-operator! 
. With these i^emedies tl^e Pennsylvanian " Hippo- 
" crates" set to work in the beginning of Septem- 
ber. This practice gained no partisans, except 
amongst the ignorant beings who were about his 
person, or who had recently been his pupils. But, 
what with the public rage for wonder-working medi- 
cines, the noisy boasting of the Rushites, and the 
delicacy which imposed silence on such men as 
Drs. Khun and Wistar, the mercurial purges be- 
came popular, and the discoverer, so elated, that 

* I wonder whether this intrepid fellow was a progenitor of 
the modest Dr. Mitchill of New-York ? The latter is the founder 
of the " MitcbiUafiian' something or other, I have forgotten 
what. : " 

he* 
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lie thought it no longer necessary to suppress the 
suggestibns of his vanity: accordingly, on the 12th 
of September, he actually came out in the news- 
papers with an exulting recommendation of the use 
of hts specifics, as the only means of saving the 
lives of the sick. 

Various were the publications that he now sent 
through the papers, in the' forni of paragraphs, 
cards, letters, &c. in one of which he asserted, 
that, in consequende of his discovery, there was no 
occasion for fleeing to the country, for that the 
Yellow Fever was no longer a dangerous disease^ 
but was now perfectly under thef power of medi- 
cine. He concluded this card to the people, which 
was published on the 12th of Septembefr, by say- 
ing, that, with his remedies, " there vVas no more 
'* danger to be apprehended from the Yellow 
^* Fever, than from the measles or the influenza.^* 
On the 17 th of the same month he concluded a 
letter to the College of Physicians (who entirely 
disapproved of his practice) by positively declaring, 
that, could he visit all the sick, and be assisted 
with proper nurses, the disease would soon be re- 
duced, in point of danger and mortality, to a level 
with a common cold! Still rising in audacity, he 
wrote to Dr. Rodgers of New-lK)rk, on the 3d of 
October, a letter, which was immediately pub- 
lished, and in which, after speaking of the prac- 
tice of the other physicians in terms the most con- 
temptuous, he asserted, that he recoyered ninety^ 
nine patients in a hundred ! 

On the impudence and insolence of these publi- 
cations the reader will ask for no comment, and 
thtiv falsehood (if, indeed, that will admit of a 
doubt) shall be amply proved, after I have given 
some account of the Doctor's practice of empty- 
ingj and of his coadjutors in carrying on the noble 
work. 

s2 The 
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Xhc practice was, as he said, very simple and 
very efficacious ; for it consisted merely of bleeding 
ii[x>n blccduig, sometimes to one hundred and fif^ 
ounces, and of purge upon purge, sometimes to 
sixty grains of mercury and to ninety grains of 
jalap ! It would be highly presumptuous in me to 
prctciid to give wif aion objections to this, of to 
any other mode of treating a disease : ai^d, there- 
fore, though such unmerciful bleeding and purging 
seem to be synonymous with death itself, I sl^s^l 
state the objections which were made by those 
gentlemen, who were, who are, and who will 
remain, at the head o( the medical profes»on in 
America. 

These gentlenlen insisted that t/w purges were of 
too drastic a nature ; they compared them to ar^ 
se?iicy and said it was a dose for a horse. — ^They said 
that the mercury excited salivation, even to loosen- 
ing the teeth*. — ^They said that it inflamed and la- 
cerated the stomach and the bowels; and, in proof, 
they cited a dissection made at Bush-hill, wherein 
were exhibited the horrid effects of the mercurial 
purges. — ^They further said, and, as far as I was 
able to learn, witli great truth, that this violent 
and dangerous purge, though it must inevitably be 
destructive in weak habits, was prescribed indis- 
criminately in all cases, to persons of both sexes, 
and of all ages. — Finally, when the calls of huma- 
nity .compelled them, after long forbearance, pub- 
licly *to protest against these dreadful doses, they 
reprobated the use of them in the strongest terms. 
Doctor Currie, who was one of the College of Phy- 

* Rush replied to this objection by saying, that he " met 
" with but two cases in which there was a loss of teeth from 
*' this medicine." — But, ray dear ** Hippocrates," there is some 
little difference between loosening and losing one's teeth. Yiou 
think it is nothing, I suppose, uuiess your patients* teeth drop 
into his porridge ? 

sicians. 



Siitlaiis, ferhefedy biesoUgiit thfe poc* deltldfed Phili- 
delf^tos to open their eyes, to bewai-e of th^ rifeW 
reihedks ; foi", sdid he, " the mode of trmtmenldd^ 
*' vised i^ Dr, itush cannoty in tlie YeUoi) Fever, 

''Ml (^ being Cerimin death:' 

As to the Needing |)art of the practice, th^ saiiife 
le^dmed dnd expettehced gehtlertati said, ihd I bS- 
lieve^ most truly, that it Was dangerously cophitii, ailtt 
thdt tttiiiiy petsons had beSn destMyed by it*,-^ 
They said, that if the patient happened to sUrvivb 
such copious discharges of the vital fluid, they fard- 
dUced weakness, and that their consequences often 
terhiinated in the total ruin of the constitution.— 
Here al&e they justly cofnpliined of the wdtil of dis» 
triniihation, and asserted that blood-letting was pre- 
scribed in all cases, without any regard to the habit, 
th6 4ge, or the fbi-ce of the diseased. 

lb each of these objectiohs Rush replied by pro- 
ducing patients who had survived the treatment ob- 
jected to 1 That is to say, by proving to thfe satiis- 
faction of the most incredulous, that eveiy orke he 
touched did not die ! Nobody ever contradicted 
him ; fat it was never doubted, that there were 
constitutions capable of resisting even his prescrip- 
tions. For instance, he mentions Mr. Mierken as 
being able to work in the sugar-house, in nine days 
after his last bleeding ; but, he takes good care not 

* Rasb, in replying to this objection, has these words : " As 
*' zfroof that I did not draw one ounce of blood too much, it 
'* will be only, necessary to add, haeoaorrhagcsyr^^z^ff^/K occurred 
'* a^er a third, a fourth, and in one instance, after a sixth 
" bleeding had been used,"— —Now, reader, of whatever na- 
tion, kindred, or tongue, you may be, if you live in dn Ame- 
rican seaport, and have a life that you think worth preserving, 
do pot proceed an inch further till you have carefully, and 
candidly, perused a short article towards the close of this pam- 
phlet^ ^ntitJed, ** The Ignorance of the Pennsylva'nian Hippocrates ex^ 
*' fosed,'*'^Tnrn to it immediately, 1 conjure you, and do not 
quit 1% till you hare read it three times over. 

s 3 to 
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to 8ay how much, or rather how little blood Mi. 
Mierken lost, and, in the language of one of his 
opponents, he remembers to forget to say that Mr. 
Mierken is the Hercules of Phikdelphia ; that his 
amazing strength is proverljjial, and that, as to his 
tcorking in his sugar-house. It is as ridiculous as it 
would be to talk of an Admiral's working on board 
his ship. — But, I know of no man who surpasses 
Rush in what is vulgarly called, cheating the devil 
of a lie. This statement respecting Mr. Mierken is 
no unfair specimen of his candour. 

His co-operators in the practice ^bove describe^ 
were his former pupils, Leihy Porter^ Annan, Wood- 
house, and Mease, men, who, as physicians, were 
scarcely known. Leib, to the celebrity of whosp 
morality I shall dedicate some future Number of 
this work, has, since the Fever of 1793, found it 
prudent to quit the healing art, and become (God 
save the wnile !) a legislator. Of Dr. Porter I 
never heard, till he j-esigned his no salary post in 
the Dispensary, becausp his colleague Pr. Reynolds 
(the United Irishman) had been turned out by the 
managers of that ijistitution. Dr. Annan died of 
the Yellow Fever. I never knew him ; nor did I 
ever hear his name mentioned three times in my 
life. Mease, the grateful Mease, the reader saw 
enough of, in the first Number of the Rush-Light^ 
but, if any criterion be wanted respecting his pro- 
fessional character, and the extent of his practice as 
a Physician, let it only be remembered, that in 
1797, four years after the period of which we ar^ 
now speaking, he thought himself happy in th^ 
office of Physician of the port, whjch confined him 
to an island several miles from the city, upon a 
salary of about nine hundred dollars a year, an in- 
come little exceeding that of a journeyman me- 
chanic in Philadelphia. As to poqr Woodhouse, 
or, as Rush calls hhn. Dr. Woodhouse, I re- 
fer the reader to an article in the next Number, 

entitle4 
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entitled the " Raving Rushite." To the above- 
named practitionetrs are to be added, of course, 
five pupils, who yet remained under the tuition oif 
Rush. 

Such were the medical characters, of whose con-* 
eurrence and whose aid the Doctor had to boast. I 
shall now speak of the irregular brethren and sister- 
hood, who were called in to assist in administering 
the potent mysteries, and whom the High Priest 
very properly calls the " undisciplined sect of prac-^ 
" titioners." Of this sect, which was tolerably nur 
merous. Rush records the exploits of a few of the 
most eminent ; these were, a Popish Priest, a Ger- 
man Apothecary, an Auctioneer, two Old fVomen, 
and a brace of Negro Parsons, the Reverend Ab- 
salom Jones, and the Reverend Richard Al-. 

LEN*!!! 

Of this motley squad the two Reverend Negroes 
seem to have been his favourites; for, says he. 



• Atnongst the numerous evils, which the spirit of equality 
has produced in the United States, the degradation of the cle* 
rical character is not the least 5 and, amongst the causes, which 
have produced this evil, ihe admission of Negroes to the mi- 
nistry has not been the least efficient. Philanthropic dreamers 
may say what they please; they may tell us, that we ore all 
men, and all made by the same Almighty hand ; but we see 
that this same Almighty hand has made some <ivbite, and others 
hlacki and till these two colours shall appear the same to our 
sight, we never shall believe that whites and negroes were in- 
tended to live upon an equality with each other. But, as if the 
degradation of the clergy were not completed by the admissiod 
of members of the African race, the above-mentioned aid-de-r, 
camp of Rush, the Rev. Mr. Allen, joins to his profession of 
clergyman, i\i2^\. oi cbimneysweep ', thus exhibiting an impious 
resemblance between the most vile, and most sacred functions) 
for he is still dressed in black, whether in his clerical or his lay 
character> and he still obeys the injunction to cry aloud and spare 
not, whether -he -peeps from the pulpit or from the chimney^ 
^nd whether his vociferations are directed against sin or against 
loot. 



s 4 *' they 
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^ they spent all the intervals in whidh they were i»t 
** employed in burying the dead^ in visiting the 
** poor who were sick, and in bleeding and fmr^ing 
** them, agreeably to the directions" [his direc* 
tions] ** which had been published in all Ae acws-. 
*• papers." He has the impudence to add, that the 
success of these fellows " was unparalleled by what 
** is called regular practiced But, ask any «ian, 
who had the mortification to be a ^)ectttor cf their 
operations, and he will tell you what bloody and 
dirty work they made anK)ngst the infatuated crea- 
tures who submitted to their treatment. 

When the reader casts his eye cm the wretched 
city ; when he sees Rush's sister , his pupijs, and, 
perhaps, twenty apothecaries* apprentices be^des, 
all making pockets of mercury ; and when be sees 
the swift poison (for such mercury is, when impro- 
perly used) committed to the hands of old women 
and negroes, he will not be surprised at the fatal 
consequences : instead of astonishment at the vast 
increase of the bills of mortality^ he will find ample 
occasion for thanksgiving that a ^gle man was 
left alive. 

But Rush, on the contrary, blessed God for the dis- 
covery he had made, and for the success of his prac-. 
tice. In his abovcnuentioned letter to Dr. Kod. 
gers of New York, he modestly observed that he 
had been " the unworthy instrument in the hands of 
** a kind Providence of recovering more than ninety^ 
•* nine out of a hundred of his patients j" and he liad 
before, with not less modesty, publicly proclaimed 
In Philadelphia, that, with the aid of his remedies, 
the Fever was, '^ in point of danger and mortality, 
** reduced to a level with the measles, the tufiuenza, 
** or a common cold,'* In his Account of the Yel- 
low Fever of 1793, a work written after h^ had 
time to reflect^ and to retract these assertions, he 

repeats 



repeats them with additional eflfrdntery. Mid thm 
deprives himself of all claim tt> an exemption froni 
the charge of intentional faisekoad. He gives no 
list of his patients ; an omission not to be account*- 
ed for otherwise than by his assurance thiit such a 
list would give the lie to his assertions, and, of 
course, withdraw the only prop by which the virtue 
of his femou« discovery was supported. The eva- 
Bion, by which he attempts to account for this 
omission, is the most pitiful that ever suggested \U 
self. ** I regret," says he, " that it is not in my 
** power to nirnish a list of them, for a majority of 
^* them were poor people, whose names are still 
^^ unkrd^^o me."-rT<;;an you believe this, reader ? 
Can yoJroiagine that this man, who was labouring 
with might and main to establish his reputation on 
the success of a discovery, to which he had pre* 
fixed his name, would omit to note down the 
names of those he cured ? Recollect, too, that his 
system was opposed by other physicians ; that the 
pubHc had been cautioned against his practice, a!i 
against ^ certain deaths Under such circumstances, 
had he Cured more than ninety-nine out of a hundred \ 
nay, had he cured -but ninety-nine out of a thousand^ 
can you believe that he would have omitted to note 
down the suimvors ? He says a majority of his pa- 
tients were poor people. But this did not prevent 
him from recording the names of the minority: and, 
besides, poverty does not deprive men of their 
Tiames ; nor are the names of the poor any longer, or 
ipore difficult to write down, than those of the rich. 
The Grand Discoverer had several underlings in his 
liouie, and though they did, indeed, die off pretty 
fast, in spite of the specific powders, there was 
one, at least, I believe, left alive to take down the 
names of the patients. When I was in the army I 
fretjueptly wrote from eight to ten regunental mus- 
ter- 
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ter-roUs in one day, amounting, iii all, to about four 
thousand names: Rush must have had fearful 
trade, if his register would have had more work 
than this. Moreover, suppose that, contrary to the 
dictates of common prudence as well as to the laud^ 
able example of Dr. Perkins and all other great 
discoverers, the registering of the names had actu^ 
ally been neglected, till the very hour when the 
Doctor regjrtted that he could not furnish a list : 
how easily might he have repaired the loss by an 
advertisement in the newspapers, calling on all 
those who had been cured by him, to send their 
names to his house? He was not very delicate, 
God knows, in thrusting his remedies kgSji^ogue*; 
and why he should be more delicate i^^taining 
proofs of their wonderful effects, is, I think, hard 
to be satisfactorily accounted for. No doubt can 
be entertained, that his patients (I mean the live 
ones) would have rejoiced in an opportunity of 
bearing testimony to the virtue of those means by 
which they had been rescued from the jaws of 
death. Never did a healing discovery fail of suc- 
cess for Wfint of certificates of its efficacy ; on the 
contrary, wonder-working nostrums are always ini- 
deb ted for a great portion of celebrity, to the im- 
portance which each lucky patient attaches to its 
existence, and to the vanity which almost every 
one has, of appearing in print. I repeat, there- 
fore, that a .notification in the papers would hav^ 
received immediate attention; and that the p^' 
tients, whom the discovery had left alive, woU^^ 
have vied with each other in a speedy commu"^^' 
cation of their names ; unless, indeed, they w^^^^ 
all in the state of the unfortunate woman, whow^^^ 
described to Rush by Dr. Woodhouse, and, " w^^ 
** after her recovery, could not recollect her name 11^ 
— Poor souls ! If the Poctor had advertised, f(^w ^^ 
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them would, I am afraid, have recollected theii? 
names!* 

Fortunatehr, however, for Philadelphia, gtnd un- 
fortunately for Rush and his discovery, a bill of 
jjwrtality was kept by the officers of the city, This 
bill of mortality, compared with the vaunts of the 
Dpetor, vy^ill enable any one to form a tolerably ac^^ 
curate judgment, not only of the truth of his state- 
ments, but of the saving effects of his remedies,, as 
applied by himself and his numerous assistants. 

The Yellow Fever of 1793 broke out on the first 
of August, and from that day to the eighth of Sep- 
tember the number of deaths had been various, 
once as low as thr^e and once as high as forty-two. 
Now it was, that mercury and the lancet began to 
be put in motion, and I beseech you, reader, to 
mark their progress. "List! list! O list!" 

On September the twelfth Rush began to recom-^ 
mend his powders by public advertisement. He, 
at the same time, told the peopl? pot to leave the 
city; that there was no longer any danger, for 
that his discovery had put the Fev^r upon a level 
with the measles^ the injluenza^ or a common cold. 
For some days previous to this, the ravages of the 
Fever had become less alarming, the bill of morta^ 
lity had fallen from forty-two to twenty-three per 
day ; and, as Rush had reduced the disease, in 
point of danger, to a level with a common coldy th^ 
poor Philadelphians, who were carried away by his 
noisy impudence, began to hail him as their deli- 
verer from a calamity which they now looked upon 
as nearly at an end. But, Deathy who seems al- 
ways to have had an implacable grudge against the 

* See Rush's Account of the Yellow Fever of 1793, page 
64.— But when the reader has taken a view of this Dr. Wood- 
Jbouse, in the article entitled the " Racing Bushhe" in the next 
siamber, he will be able to judge pretty correctly of the degree 
5Df credit due to the st^lemeot of this sul^ltern reporter. 

Penn* 
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I*eniisylvahian " Hippoerates," pet^cuted him, in 
the present instance, with more severity than 6Vef j 
for, nrom the day on which Rush declared that his 
discovery had reduced the F6ver to a leVel with a 
common col4 ; from the day on which hfe promill- 

Sated the infellibiUty of his nostrum ; frotii tiiat d&y 
id the bill of mortality begin to increase in a ha- 
fill degree, as will be seen by the following timA, 

Days. DEAtas. 

September ilth 23 

12th 33 • 

13th 3t 

14th 46 

15th ^-- 56 

16th 67 

17th 81 

18th 69 

19th ^ 61 

20th 67 

21st 57 

22nd — 76 

23d 68 

24th 96 

25th 87 

26th -— 52 

27th 60 

28th 51 

29th 57 

30th ■- 63 

October 1st 74 

2nd 66 

3d 78 

4th 58 

5th '^ — ^ 71 

eth ■'"" 76 

7th 82 
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Days. Deaths* 

October 9th ■■.,. ... 90 

9th 102 

lO^h. i . T . ■ ■ 93 
11th -^r-,..^ 119 

Thus, you see, that though the Fever was, on tiie 
12th of September, reduced to a level with a com** 
^noui cold ; though the lancet was continually un- 
sheathed; though Rush and his subalterns were 
ready at ev^ call, the deaths did actually increase ; 
^nd, incredible a3 it may seem, this increase grew 
with that of the very practice which saved morer 
than ninety^nine patients but of a hundred ! Asto-^ 
tiishing obstinacy ! Perverse Philadelphian^ ! Not- 
withstanding there was a man in your city, who 
could have healed you at a touch, you continued 
to die ! Notwithst^ding the precious purges were 
advertised at every corner, and were brought eveA 
to your doors and bedsides by Old Women and 
Negroes; notwithstanding life was offered you on 
terms the most reasonable and accommodating, still 
you persisted in dying ! Nx)r did barely dying con- 
tent you. It was not enough for you to reject the 
means of prolonging your existence, but you must 
begin to drop off the faster from the moment that 
those means were presented so you ; and this, for 
no earthly purpose, that I can see, but the mali- 
cious one of injuring the reputation of the " saving 
Angel," whom " a kind Providence had sent to 
your assistance!'' 

But, it was not only amongst the people in ge- 
neral that the Doctor met with this mortifying per- 
verseness, even the members of his own household, 
those v/ho dipped in the same dish with him, and 
who were to sh»e in his honours, seem., in like 
manner, to have conspired against the fame of his 
discovery ^ fgr, of bis §i§tex an4 five pupils, all of 

whom 
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whom were attacked with the Fever, four had the 
ingratitude to seal, with their death, the condein- 
nation of his practice. 

This fact, which the discoverer would doubtless 
have concealed, if he could, gave a mortal blow 
to the Rushite system. 'NVhen the Doctor was 
called on, as he repeatedly was, for a list of his pa- 
tients, he pretended he had kept none ; i^heii the 
dreadful increase of the bill of mortality was shown 
to have begun with the use of his remedies, he re- 
plied, that this increase was occasioned by the 
want of timehi application, by that timidity which 
prevented patients from losing blood, or swallow- 
mg mercury, enough, and by a want of proper 
nurses. These reasons, though they could not pos- 
sibly account for the increase of the bill of morta- 
lity, might, in some sort, account for its not tfc- 
creasingy and might also, as far as they applied ta 
the city in general, be opposed, with some plausi- 
bility, to the charges brought against the inefficac^ 
of the new discovery ; but they could, in no way 
whatever, be applicable to the brethren and sister- 
hood, who were not only fully persuaded of the 
virtue of, but were employed in preparing and 
administering the infallible remedies, more especi- 
ally to the happy few, who resided under the same 
roof with the " saving Angel" himself. These 
fortunate beings were, undoubtedly, kept in that 
state of preparation recommended in the Doctor's 
bills ! they lived in a fine airy house, and wanted 
for no menial assistance ; they could not suffer for 
want of a timely application of the remedies, for, 
besides that the great " Hippocrates" himself 
was always within call, each patient, the sister 
excepted, was himself a bleeder, and they had all 
the life-preserving purges continually under their 
fingers: yet, notwithstanding all these advantages, 
they died no less than /c^wr out of the six ; and^ as ' 

this 
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feliis is the only authentic record, from which a judg- 
ment can be formed of the Doctor's success, we 
hiave an undoubted right to proceed, in our calcu- 
lation, from the known to the unknown, arid to 
::onclude, accordingly, that, instead oi saving more 
than ninety-nine, he lost at least* sixty-six, out of 
^very hundred of his patients; and, to close the 
melancholy account, it does not appear, from a list 
>vhich came out early in the Fever of 1797, uftdef 
the, signature of one of the pupils who had the good 
fortune to survive, that this triumphant practice^ 
when carried to its frill extent, saved, or rather 
spared, more than twenty-two out of the hundreds 
and hundreds who were said to have submitted to 
It* ! Well might Doctor Currie call upon his fel- 
low citizens " to open their eyes ! Well might he 
assure them that Rush's Yellow Fever remedies 
were " certain death /"f 



* This list was published in all the Philadelphia papers on 
the 14th September 1797. It was signed by John Redman 
Coxe, and was intended to remove the fears entertained of copi- 
ous bleeding , but^ while the list itself prqved, that the Rushites* 
sometimes bled to 100 or 150 ounces, it could produce but 22 
persons who had been able to resist a bleeding of upwards of 50 
ounces ! Coxe did not perceive that he was establishing, in 
place of removing, the fears entertained of the practice. But, in 
mistakes of this kind, he only followed the example of his too 
sanguine preceptor. 

f If this be a libel, let Rush prosecute Dr, Currie. Nay, let 
liim prosecute himself 3 for, though Dr. Currie wrote and pub- 
lished the condemnation, the great " Hippocrates" re-published 
it J and, according to the decisions of the Courts of Pennsylvania, ' 
the re-publisher is the greatest offender. When Rush wrote his 
Accountof the Yellow Fever of 1793, he was, as the saying is, 
upon his high horse. He had been so flattered by a set of mean 
parasites, of various protessions, that he really began tothmk' 
there was no other physician in the wdrld worthy of the least at- 
tention. Hence he had the audacity to despise, or to affect to ' 
despise, the opinion of Doctor Currie, and was thus led to mtro- ' 
dirce into his own work, and to assist In giving circulation to 

the 
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Such, reader, was the origin, and such were the 
first blessed fruits, of the far-famed system of Deple- 
tion. It remains for me to give my reasons for en- 
deavouring to explode it, and to justify the mean^ 
I made use of feir that purpose- 
In the dispute of 1793 Rush was fairly defeated, 
notwithstanding he wrote more in the several news- 
papers than all the other physicians put togethery 
and notwithstanding he plyed his " dear PhifadeP 
" phians," his ** dear fellow citizens," with more 
than quantum sufficit of that oily lingo, for which 
he has long been renowned. His *^ dear fellow 
" citizens" loved coaxing well enough, but they 
loved life better. Still resolved, however, not to 
acknowledge himself in an error, but to support his 
practice, if possible, he stopped until the F^er 
was over, and then, like the fomous physician of 
Valladolid, he wrote a book ; that book to which 
this pamphlet is so largely indebted, and which 
produced an effect precisely the contrary of the a»e 
intended. Men could not be i>ersuaded, even by 
the smooth tongue of Rush, that bleeding almost to 
fieatk vras likely to save life. 

When, therefore, the Yellow Fever again broke 
out in 1797, ** Hippocrates" and his pupils (who 
were the only persons that followed the practice) 
found vcrjr liitfe to do. The " saving Angel" re- 
commenced writing in the newspapers, but with 
somewhat less confidence and more caution than 

the severest sentence that ever was passed on his discovery. H& 
tccined not to occottect that Doctor Currie was a member of the 
Collie of Pbysiciaas, and that his opinion might have far more 
wdght thun liis own. He verified, however (but certainly 
without intending it), the maxim laid down in his book -, for, 
ai if to proive to his readers that tor every evil Providence had 
provided a counteracting good, he sent out his own poison ac- 
coynptniftd withithc anii&te of Currie. — Poor Rush has overshot 
hjmsd£Qft«DCi^ pBifaaps^ tbaa any other man in existence. 

. formerly- 
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fbrraerly. He did not (except in a few instances) 
address himself directly to his " dear fellow citi- 
" zens/' but published letters, sent to him by his 
brethren of the lancet practice, giving accounts of 
the great cures wrought by bleeding and mercurial 
purges. — ^Sometimes a letter from Rush to some 
other of the learned tribe would appear, preceded 
"by a letter requesting information resoecting his 
mode of practice. On these occasions the Disco- 
verer seldom failed to expatiate largely on the vir- 
tues of his remedies, and on the success of their 
application, always taking care to throw in a due 
portion of complirhent to the skill of his correspon- 
dent, and of tender solicitude for th*". welfare of his 
" dear countrymen" and " dear fellow citizens/* 
These systematic endeavours for reviving tlie prac- 
tice were carried to such a shameless length, that 
there sometimes appeared in print letters written 
to," and answers received from, physicians' dwelling 
in the same city of Philadeli)hia, men with whom 
Rush was most intimate, and with whom h^ con- 
versed, probably, ten times a day. What necessity 
was there for sucli men to ii)rite to each other ? 
What could they write for, but the express purpose 
of publishing their letters in the papers? And 
what object could they have in view, in these indi- 
rect addresses to the public, but that of extolling 
their own practice, of advancing their own fame, 
and increasing their own prplits.^ 

These tricks did not, however, pass unperceived. 
Many " gentlemen of Philadelphia (not physicians) 
expressed to me their dread of the practice, and 
their indignation at the arts that were made use of 
to render it prevalent. They thought, and not 
without reason, that it was lawful, just, and fair^ 
to employ a newspaper in decrying what other 
newspapers had been employed to extol. In fact, 
I wanted very little persuasion to induce me to en- 

voL. XI. T deavour 
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dcavour to prevent a revival of that i^hich I Irid 
always looked upon as the scourge to the city, in 
1793, and which now, I was fully persuaded, 
menaced the lives of my friends, my neighbours, 
my workmen, my customers, and, in short, of the 
people in general anu^ngst whom I dwelt. Every 
thing seemed to threaten a return of the £»nner 
consternation and calamity. The chariot* of the 
mighty " i lippocratcs" began again to rattle aloog 
the lanep and alleys; the sect of " undiscipfined 
** practitioners'* were again taking the field; Ae 
Rev. Negroes had tuclced up the sleeves of thdr 
gaberdine, were preparing to draw the lancet and 
throw away the scabbard. Purge and Meed! 
purge and bleed ! resounded through the half-dc- 
serted city, while the responsive bowlings of the 
dogs ^^ gave dreadful note of preparation." . 

F igid indeed must have been my feelings, or 
cowardly must have been my heart, if, with a pub- 
lic print, such as I held in my hand, I had, in a 
scene like this, remained a silent spectator. Far 
was it from me to think of a course so dishonour- 
able. I thought I saw approaching all the horrors 
of 1793, and both my interest and my duty com- 
manded me to endeavour to avert themf . 

r * Lest the English, or any other reader, should attach the 
^^£w^/wA signification to this word, and imagine that Rush really 
keeps a chariot, I must observe, that the thing I alkide to is a 
queer looking hutch, big enough to hold only one man. It has 
glass doors and windows, it is drawn by one borse, and has aa 
elevated box, from which a negro fellow lashes his poor four-leg- 
ged fellow citizens. Just after the 5000 dollar decision, the 
llusliiles published a triumphal caricature, representing Rash 

' with the above equipage, driving over a Porcupine, and sqoeea^ 
ing out of its throat great quantities of blood and dollars. A New- 
Yorker, seeing this picture, unaccompanied with any explana- 
tion, mistook it for a representation of the chariot of death, 

\ driven by the devil ! 

f Moses Levi, one of Rush's lawyers, had the charity to sug- 
I gest, that 1, being a Royalist, might possibly have hoped, by 

discrediting 



FEBRtJARY, i8aa. ' ifs 

it'or writing medical essays ; for controverting 
^lentificaUy the wild positions of Rush and his ad- 
herents, I acknowledged myself then, as I do noW^ 
totally unqualified. To the charges of ignorance in 
medicine, brought against me by the great " Hip* 
pocrates," I might, indeed^ have found a triumphant 
reply iii his own book on the Yellow fever; I 
might have produced himself as a \vitness against 
himself; I might have quoted the passages, where 
he asserts, that the success of the two Negroes, in 
curing the Yellow Fever, was " unparalleled by 
** wl^t was Called regular practice ;" that a hun- 
dred things are taught in the common schools, less 
useful, " and niany things more difficult than the 
" knowledge that would be necessary to cure a 
*' Yellow Fever, or the Plague;'* and that " all 
*' the knowledge necessary to discover when blood- 
** letting is proper, might be taiight to a boy or d 
** girl of twelve year^ old in a few hours ! I taught 
" it," adds he, " in less time to several perspps 
** during our late epidemic !"— ^" It is time," ex-* 
claims he in another place, " to take the cure of 
** pestilential fevers out of the hands of physicians^ 
•' and to place it in the hands of the people /'* — I 
might have shown that he very highly applauded 
the conduct of the Popish Priest, who exhorted the 
other physicians " to renounce the pride of science, 
** and adopt the new remedies*. '^ — I might, in short, 

discrediting the Doctor's -Dj-actice, Id increase the mortality 
amongst the RepublicansJ^iich a diabolical thought never could 
ba?c been engendered B?ut in the mind of a Jew ! But honest 
Mosey seemed to have forgotten that I could not possibly want 
to kill mi/self. I cannot for my life, however, muster up any 
thing like anger against a poor devil like Moses ; he did not be- 
lieve a word that he said > he vash vorking for de monish, dat . 
vashalL\ 

* Rash says, however, that this infatuated quackish divine 
M in this same Yellow Fever. — Fielding, in order to give us 
aa adequate idea of the extreme confusion experienced by one of 

T 2 his 
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have proved most satisfactorily, that, according to 
the written assertions of this impudent innovator^ I 
was duly and amply qualified to approve of, or to 
condemn, any mode of treating the lellow Fever; 
and, indeed, had I been fool or knave enough to 
join his troop of Mock -Doctors, I could probably 
have talked veiV learnedly about " bleeding as white 
" as Jersey veal^^ about *^ icashing ffie gutSy^ and 
*' shaking the gall-bladder ^ nay, it is posrible, 
tliat I could have equalled even the Pennsylvaiian 
" Hippocrates" in that butcher-like dialect, which 
is so admirably calculated to vulgarize the medical 
profession, and to brutalize the human frame ; but 
I felt no inclination to imiti^te, in any way wba^ 
ever, the '* undisciplined sect of practitioners," and, 
tlicrefore, while I admitted the sober refutations of 
those medical gentlemen, who thought Rush worth 
tlicir notice, I confined myself to squibs, puns, 
epigrams, and quotations from Gil Bias*. In this 
petite gtten^e I had an excellent auxiliary in Mr. 
Fcnno, jun. or radier, Fenno was the principal 



his characters, says it was as great '^ as that of a quack roast be^ 
" if in the midst of a declamation on the great virtues of his 
'* powders, the corpse of one of his martyrs should be bronglit 
" forth, and deposited before the stage as a testimony of biJ 
" skilly" but, even Fielding never supposed a case, wherein the 
corpse of a quack himself should be brought forth^ in the like 
way, and for a similar purpose ! 

/ * The pleaders of Rush asserted, that my attacks were con- 
/fined to the man, aad not to his practice', this, though the Jury 
affected to believe it, was notoriotisli/ false. It was always the 
practice, and never the man, that I assailed. They asserted 
besides, that I never attempted a refutation of the errors bf the 
practice ; this was also notoriously false ; for if the puns and 
fiquibs were to be ascribed to w?e, so were all those exccllcDt 
.medical essays which appeared in my paper, and for a specimen 
of which I refer the reader to the arti(!le in the present number, \ 
entitled, ''The Ignorance of the Pennsylvanian Hippocrates^ 
** expoted." y^ 

and 
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and I the auxiliaiy. Never was a paper war carried 
on with greater activity and perseverance, or 
crowned with more complete success. It bcgaa 
about the middle of September, and before Qctober 
was nearly ended, the system of depletion was tlip 
«tandfng jest of the town. Rush suppressed Id^ 
0iOFtification for a good wliile ; he seemed to say 
that it was beneath a great physician, and a mcni# 
ber of the kqrned philosophical society of Philadel- 
phia, to be ruflSed at v/hat a couple of low joew^ 
mongers could say ; but, at last, having been 
coupled, in a ludicrous way, with his dear friend 
Samuel Coats, a quaker philanthropist, brother 
Broadbrim and he, after a secret attempt (which t 
shall mention by and by) had been made to silence 
our presses*, laid their heads together, and " sent 
** for a sinful man in the flesh, called an Attorney, 
*' to prepare a parchment, and carry us unto judg- 
** mentf." 

{To be continued.) 



A BITTER PILL FOR THE RUSHITES. 

In the last N^amber of Porcupine's Gazette, I 
observed thatTit was somewhat singular and it really 



♦ This attempt should be mentioned here, but as it forms the 
£r8t link of the chain of facts, which ends in the famous 5000 
dollar verdict, I shall reserve it for the next Number ; requesting 
tbe reader, in the mean time, to suspend his curiosity, for that 
aoy thing his imagination can conpeive will fall greatly short of 
what I have to relate. 

f The defence of my publications, (a little better one than 
l^Ir. Harper made) cannot come into this Number for want of 
room ; certain anecdotes, lately received, respecting Dewees and 
Co. having mack a considerable addition to it. 

T 3 was 
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was so) that, on the 14th of December, on the 
same day, and in the very sayne hour, that a ruinous 
fine was imposed on me for endeavouring to put a 
stop to the practice of Rush, General Washington 
was expiring under the operation of thai veryprac- 
tice, J * While a fowler, says the fable, " was 
^ shooting at a ring-dove, an adder stung him in 
• the leg. The poison immediately infected his 

* blood, and his whole body began to mortify 5 

* which, when he perceived, he could not help 

* owning it to be just. — " Fate," says he^ " has 
^* brought destruction upon me, w^hile I was 
•* contriving the death of another.*' Whether 
the Philadelphians look upon the loss of General 
Washington as a iportal blow to America, and, if 
they do, whether they will have the candour to 
make an acknowledgment similar to that of the 
fowler, are points that I pretend not to determine, 
Indeed, I doubt not, that, in order to keep them" 
selves in countenance, they will deny that any 
other treatment would have saved the General. I 
dare say they will deny that he was not treated ac- 
cording to the practice of their '' Hippocrates," 
But, whatever the silly Philadelphians may believe, 
or pretend to believe, on this subject, I beg that 
other people w^ill observe, and remember it weU;, 
that General A\'ashington was not only treated pre- 
cisely according to the famous Sijstan qf Depletion^ 
but that Doctor Dicky one of the physicians, was 
a pupil of Hush, Thus much by^ way of preface to 
the opinion of one of the iriost skilful physicians in 
America, the learned and experienced Doctor 
prickelly of Savannah. \ 
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Observations on the medical Treatment of General 
Washington, in his last illness ; addressed to his 
Physicians, Messrs, Craik and Dick. 

The life of this illnstrious personage has been so emincntl/ 
beneficial and ornamental to the world, that eveiy man who has 
a jost valae for virtae, talents, or an attachment to civil liberty, 
must lament his death. 

The loss to his country, at this critical period, is incalcn- 
lable 5 it is irreparable : we shall never look upon his like 
again i 

I have perused the account published by his physician^?, of 
their medical treatment, and differ from them so entirely in my 
opinion of its propriety, that, with all due respect for their good 
intentions, I think it my duty to point out what appears to me a 
most fatal error in their plan:. and although it is not in the 
power of science to restore his precious life, yet a discussion of 
tlus case may be productive of benefit to mankind. 

I suppose myself addressing men of science, whose minda 
are so highly cultivated, as to comprehend my reasoning on tllit 
subject ; which I shall make as short and clear as possible- 

When we examine the human blood by optical glasses, by 
chemistry, and by experimental philosophy, we find it full of 
noarishment in young people ; but effete and poor in the aged. 

When we examine by anatomical injections, the state of the 
vascular system, we find innumerable ramifications in the arte^ 
ries through which the blood flows freely in young people; 
while many of their anastomoses are obliterated in the aged. 

The blood of old people, therefore, behig poorer, and the 
channel for conveying its nourishment fewer, is the reason that 
old people cannot bear bleeding so well as the young, and it 
likewise explains (what every man of science and experience 
must know) why a small bleeding has the same effect on an 
aged person, that a large bleeding has upon the young and 
robust. 

These observations, founded on well-established facfs, de- 
monstrate how guarded and circumspect we ought to be in the 
use of the lancet, when our patient is far advanced in life; and 
how actively we ought to employ our thoughts in devising other 
methods than profuse blood-letting in such a case. 

From what the physicians have published, and other docu- 
ments, we have data sufficient to ascertain how far the maxims 
derivable from science, experience, and judgment, have go- 
verned in the present instance. 

The duration of this illness was 20 hours 5 from 3. a. m. till 
after tO. f. m. 

T 4 A bleeder 
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A bleeder being srnt for at the unusual hour of 3. a. m. we 
may suppose the opcr.ition was not performed until four o'clock j 
b«*f(jrr eleven hi)urs elapsed, he was bled again twice profusely, 
which must hn\'e bt-en abv)iit eighteen ounces each time; and 
s M)n .ifitrwards h« was bled again to the anaount of thirty-twe 

OUULCe^J* 

Thus we see, by their owr. statement, that they drew from a 
man in i!ic fiKtv-nin'h yr.ir cjf his age, the enormous quantity 
of eighty two oniuTs, oi above two quarts and an half of blood 
in abi'>ut thirte<Mi hours. 

Very few of the most robust young men in the world could 
survive such a loss of bloovl ; but the body of an aged person 
niu&t be so exhausted, and ;ill his powers so weakened by it, as 
to make his death speedy and inevitable. 

Here the effect followed the cause precisely : the physicians 
soon observed the powers of life yielding; a loss of speech j 
and that he expired without a struggle ! The excessive bleed- 
ing bad lift him no sin-ngtb to struggle ! ! 

After what has been said, it may be expected that I should 
point out my plan: — I will speak generally, without descending 
to criticise oD the minor parts of the treatment, which, how- 
ever, I do not admire. 

1 hey ought to have attacked the disease as near its seat as 
possible: the vein under the tongue might have been opened; 
the tonsils might have been scarified; the scarificator and cup 
nvght hnve been applied on or near the thyroid cartilege. One 
omr.. of biv'od drawn in this way would relieve more than a 
quart drawn fiom the arm, and would not exhaust and enfeeble 
the body ; in the same mannrr that an ounce of blood drawQ 
at the temple, relieves an inilamed eye more than a quart drawn 
from the arm. 

The neck might have been rubbed with warm laudanum 
and cnmphor, and a b;ig of warm tine salt laid on^ but thcufl- 
seasonabie application of a blister would prevent this. 

He ought 10 have betn put into one, two, or three flannels; 
and instead of calomel, it would have been better to give liim 
smnll draughts of hot whey, with a little laudanum, camphor, 
spirituous volaiilis aromaticus, or spiritus* nitri dulcis, occa- 
sionally, to remove the spasm which caused the dyspnea, and 
produce perspiration, which would relieve the lungs by turning 
the course of the fluids towards thfs skin. 

John Brickell. 

Savannah, 23d Jan. 1800. 
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' A NOTE TO DOCTOR DICK. 

Doctor, 

J HAVE lately seen aft account of the delivery 
of ail eulogium on General Washington, at Alex- 
andria, and I could not help applauding the dis- 
cernment of those who chose you for the eulogist ; 
no man could be so fit to describe the life, as he 
who had so ably described the death of that great 
man. The art of making eulogiums, as well as 
that of producing subjects for them, you learnt, I 
suppose, from your preceptor, the Pennsylvani^n 
" Hippocrates ?'' But, were you not humming us. 
Doctor, when you endeavoured to persuade us, 
that Fade had some hand in tht fatal work at Mount 
Vernon ? You say, in your report, tl^it the General 
was " fidh/ impressed at the beginmng of his com- 
** plaint^ as zoeli as through every sticceeding stage of 
^* ity Ikat itS' eonchusion zvould be mortal ; submitting 
•* to the several exertions made for his recovery 
" rather as a duty, than from any expectation of 
^ their efficacy. He considered the operation of 
*^ death upon his system as coeval with the disease ; 
*^ and several hours before his decease, after re- 
" peated ettorfs to be understood, succeeded in ex- 
" pressing a desire, that he might be permitted to 
" dfe without interruption." Would not this have 
sounded better from the mouth of a believer in the 
second sight, than from a disciple of " Hippo- 
crates?"— Pray, Sir, read the letter of Dr. Brickell, 
and I believe you will suspect that poor Pate had 
much less to do in the business than you and your 
^Ueagues, 

P. Porcupine. 

P. S. Dont't you think it would be a good thing. 
Doctor, if the names and places of abode of all 

Rush's 
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Rushes pupils were published ?. If you don't, I do 5 
and I hereby request those who are possessed of in- 
formation on the subject to communicate it to me, 
post-paid. 



THE IGNORANCE OF* THE PENNSYLVANIAN 
HIPPOCRATES EXPOSED. 

IN the former part of this number of the Ru^ 
Light, where mention is made of the opinion of 
Rush, respecting the cause of the spontaneous Jut- 
man^hagey the reader will find himself referred to 
the present article. 

Rush says, in his Account of the Yellow Fever 
of 1793, page 275, " As a proof that I did not 
** d?*aw one ounce of blood too much, it will only be 
" necessary to add, that haemorrhages frequently oc- 
" curred after a third, a fourth, and, in one in- 
** stance, after a sixth bleeding had been used."-^ 
During the Yellow Fever of 1797, and just about 
the time, that the 5000 dollar action was com- 
menced against me, an underling of Rush, named 
Caldwell, published a letter to me, wherein he 
repeats the opinion of his preceptor, and uses the 
same argument in favour of copious bleeding. To 
this publication a Scotch physician, who was tra- 
velling through the United States, and who hap 
pened to be then at Philadelphia, made the follow- 
mg reply, by which the reader will be fully con- 
vinced, that the spontaneous haemorrhage, in place 
of being preventedy is producedy by copious bleed- 
ing, and that Rush's proof of the efficacy of 1^^ 
remedy, is, on the contrary, a proof of its mortal 
effects. 
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TO THE EPITOR OF PORCUPI1J15 S GAZETTE, 

Sir, 

In the list of misfortunes brought upon the city of Philadel'* 
phia by the prevailing epidemic, must be included the degra* 
dation ot its medical character. Previous to the appearance of 
this formidable disease, the phpicians of Philadelphia were 
esteemed the most eminent on the continent of America -, they 
have since sunk from that state of exaltation to a condition 
bordering on contempt, in consequence of the rash practice and 
absurd publications of some of their body, and th^ injudicious si- 
lence of others. I do not mean to say, that every silly paper should 
have received a regular answer : arguments evidenl ly contempti- 
ble refute themselves. But it sometimes happens, that arguments 
sufficiently specious to impose upon readers of sound under- 
standing, who are unacquainted with the nature of the animal 
economy, are brought forward for the purpose of supporiing a 
very dangerous practice. In such a case, it is the duty of pro- 
fessional men, who are better informed, to expose the fallacy of 
such reasoning, that the dangerous tendency of the doctrines 
attempted to be established by it may be distinctly perceived. • 

These observations are meant to apply particularly to an ar- 
gument which has been triumphantly employed by the Pblebo- 
tomists, both in writing and conversation, and very ostenta- 
tiously displayed by Dr. Caldwell, in his * letter addressed to 
you, dated the lOih of October. 

It is confidently asserted, that the spontaneous haemorrhages^ 
^hich frequently occur in malignant fevers, are solely occa- 
sioned by the omission of copious blood-letting; and as these 
excessive haemorrhages appear in many cases to be the imme- 
diate cause of the death of the patient, we are told this fatal 
termination would have been prevented, if blood had been freely 
drawn at any preceding period of the disease. 

This reasoning is so specious, that, in the minds of all those 
readers who are unacquainted with the anatomy and pathology 
c»f the human blood, it roust be decisive. They will be fully 
convinced that large and repeated bleedings must be the most 
effectual method of cure, in diseases where the blood is so su- 
peral)undant as to burst spontaneously from the vessels ; and 
^be shafts of your ridicule will be directed in vain against a 
practice, apparently founded upon so firm a basis. 

To detect the fallacy of this reasoning, it will be necessary 
critically to examine the facts upon which it is founded, and 
theq tp make a few observations upon the conclusions th^t have 

been 
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been drawn by iHr Ph'.ohotomistg, from those facts, ia support 
of a practice rtplctr with danger. 

If those who employ this reasoning mean, that, provided the 
▼essels be completely draiiv^d of their blood, there will be m 
risk of spontaneous hiemorrhagc, we admit the troth of the 
observation. For coninrors tell us, where nothing is, nothing 
can come out ; and a hardly requires a man to be a conjuror to 
give us that information. But, if ihey mean to aay, such a 
quantity of blood a<i mny he drawn without producing a dao* 
gerous degree of debility in the patient, being taken away ia 
the early part of the diiicJHe, or at any time preceding the ipcm- 
taneuus hemorrhage, will prevent that haemorrhage from taking 
place, it follows, that it is caused by the vascular ayatem being 
ovrrloadedy insomuch th^it the increased action of the vciMk 
bursts a passage for the superabundant blood, and nature does 
too late what ought to have been earlier performed by the doc- 
tor. Hence it follows, that spontaneous haemorrhages, in mao 
lignj»nt diseases, must be nwsl likely to occur when tbevesfcJs 
are fullest, and the vascular action most violent. 

tiui is this reully the case ? Does spontaneous haetnenhage 
wost frequently occur at the commencement of malignant dis- 
seases, when the vessels are fullest, and the action most violent; 
or, at thfir close, when the vessel* are comparatively empty> 
and the vigour of the system exhausted ? 

Let us inquire wliat ha| pens in a very formidable disease, the 
Caucus of Hippocrates, better" known at Philadelphia by a 
much-dreaded name, the Yellow Fever of the West Indies. 
This complaint commences with a febrile state of excessive ar- 
dour and violence, which continues generally from sixty jto 
eighty hours, wht n the symptoms of violent action rather sud- 
df oly c<'ase, and extreme debility marks the remainder of tjie 
difccd^e. 

I will ask Dr. Caldwrll, and those who thiok as he does, 
whe»hfr, agr^enbly to their system, spontaneous hajmorrbagci 
ought not more frequently to occur at the commencement, 
during the ardent stale ot t bis disease, when the vessels are 
fullest, than during the quiescent state, when the vigour of 
tbc system is exhausted, and the mere abstraction of fcwid and 
Mraste by natural evacuations (supposing artificial ones to have 
been refrained from), must have reduced "the vessels to a state 
of comparative emptiness ? As men of candour, they oiti^t 
answer in the affirmative. 

I will then ask them whether spontaneops haemorrhage realty 
happens ottener in the commencement than the close of *-^ 
Yellow Fever ? As men of veracity, they must answer ia ^^*^ 
negative ; nay, as men solicitous for the detection of error ^*V-. 
the establishment of troth, they will go farther in their ans^^- j 
than is required by my question. They will admits that^ \, 
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tvetf caie of Yellow Fever, they have seen, heard, or read of, 
in which this symptom has occurred, it has never appeared but 
in the last stage, or quiescent stale. We must therefore cease 
to look for its explanation in the superabu i:\43 nee of blood, and 
fix our attention upon what appears to be its proximate cauac, 
the extreme debility prevails at the time of its occurrence. 

That excessive weakness alone is sufficient to account for, 
spontaneous haemoirhage, will be completely proved by ob- 
serving the frequency of its occurrence in a disease of pure de- 
bility, where there is no febrile action, and where, froni thf 
situation of those subject to the disorder at and preceding the 
connnenceroent of it, there can be no reason to suspect fulness 
of the rascular system.— I allude to the sea scurvy. This com- 
plaint afflicts not only seamen in long voyages, who are obliged 
to subsist on aliment, the nutritive quality of which has been 
diminished by lime and the mode of preservation, but it also 
aggravates the miseries of winter to the poorer inhabitants of 
noi'them climates. 

Among, the symptoms of this shocking disease, none arc so 
formidable as spontaneous haemorrhages: they are apt to occur 
oprtn the slightest motion : somt- times the blt^'iling is external, 
sometimes internal, and frequently fital. So slowly does death 
advance, from any other cause, in this disease, that should the 
Wretched patient be so fortunate as to escape haemorrhage, he 
may linger out a miserable existence, till the conclu'«ion of the 
voyage, or the approach of summer enables him to procure 
sQstenance more nutticlous; and the danger of spomaneoui 
haemorrhage is rt-moved by his returning strength, though ac- 
companied by increased fulness of the bUiod-ves^cIs. 

The blood does not escape, in these di-eases, in consequf nee 
of violent action in the moving power^;, or from any distension 
of the vascular sy>trm by ih^ quantity contained, but from 
inability in the extreme vt^-j^ls to resist the slightest impulse. 

As I have shewn the canse of the syn)ptom, on which the 
strong argument of the Phlebotomists is founded, to have b<e:i 
misunderstood, it can hardly be n'-ctssnry to say the conclusion 
they have drawn n^ust be erroneous. Dr. Ca'.dweil «jays, " In 
*• the occcnrcnce of this spon'anecps haemorrha^'^ nature on- 
*' docbtcdly gives an obviou-i hint which ail ph)iicians shoidi 
•« have discernment and sao^acity sufh^jieni lo improve, ^hc 
•* would bcem to tell them in ihe languat;'; ol t icts, tu3l, if thfy 
•* either through ignorance or inattcnii'jii net^lrrt ih;r c\3ru3- 
** tion of b'oal-lettinj entirely, or use the Im-jet ir. a manner 
** not sofHcierilly bold, she niUit and will, by m^a'is of th'» 
•* discbarge, make a final effort for the safety of tiir puic-i.t 
*•* faendf; it is, however, to b*; greatly lafn^:::^d that -h*; 
'* makes this effort in vain." Ado^^tin^ the idea of Dr. Caii- 
"^-"cl!, that nature is the phyiLciiz's ka»d directress i*-r hlr.t 
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may be explained more consistently with factSf by taying sh^ 
intends by her conduct to caution the physician against bleec^- 
ing in this disease, particularly at a late period, by shewing 
that it is always prejudicial, often fatal. But this idea of t^is 
Medicatrix Natura, a power existing in the animal body capable 
of reflecting upon the nature of diseases, and adopting the 
most rational method of cure, in which &he kindly instructs 
attentive physicians, is too ridiculous for serious argumenti 
and can only be intended ad captandum vulgus. Sound philo- 
•ophy rejects with contempt such visionary notions. 

Before I conclude this paper, Mr. Editor, it may be necessary 
(to prevent mistakes respecting the author) to say a little of 
what I am, and something of what I am nor. I am a stranger, 
unacquainted with the physicians of Philadelphia, and noways 
interested in the success of parties or individuals. I am not a 
Fhlebotomist of the school of Sangrado, nor am I an Anti- 
Fhlebotomist ; for, though I think it improper to bleed my 
patients in Yellow Fever without measure and without mercy, 
yet I have met with many cases in which, from the constitatioa 
of the patient and degree of the fever, I have thought it right 
to draw blood in moderation at an early stage. I must, there* 
fore, be considered an impartial observer, whatever may be 
thought of the soundness of my opinions ; and, if my senti- 
ments appear to be inimical to the practice of the Phleboto- 
mists, it cannot fairly be imputed to personal prejudice or par- 
tiality towards any of the individuals of either party, but must 
be attributed to a full conviction, in my own mind, that the 
extreme to which the Phlebotomists recommend their favourite 
remedy to be employed, is dangerous to their patients aod dis- 
creditable to themselves. 
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LETTER DEDICATORY. 

To his .Excellency Thomas M^Kecm, Esq. Governor 
of t/ie Commonzvealtk of Pemisylvaniay Doctor of 
Laxcsy S^c. Xc. 8(c. 

Dear Doctor, 

THOUGH I thought it prudent to remove to 
New- York, before you began to purge the State, 
which is now become your patient, I have not been 
an unconcerned spectator of your operations : hav- 
ing left under your power many friends whom I 
loved most sincerely, it was as natural for me to 
turn now and then towards Pennsylvania, as it was 
for the affectionate Orpheus to look back towards 
Hell. I have seen, in your conduct many things 
to censure, and many to applaud. Of the former, 
because I know it would be disagreeable to you, I 
shall, at present, say nothing ; and, of the latter, 
want pf time will prevent my saying much. I can- 
not, however, delay, even for a moment, to con-» 
gratulate you on your removals and appointments, 
which, whether we consider them as to the persons, 
the number, the time^ or the mode, reflect great 
credit on your discernment and your prudence. 
Your appointment of Shippen to the post of Chief 
Justice, the time of that appointment^, and your 
retaining his son-in-law, Burd, in a lucrative office 

* Shippen was kept in suspense, till after he had confirmed 
the infamous verdict against me, and then he was immediately 
appointed ! So much for elective Kings j but I have pretty tales 
^o tell about them in future numbers. 

held 



ftSS THE RUSHXIGHT. No. 11. 

held at your plfasiire"* y are so many proofs of your 
deep penetration, and they clearly evince, that, 
though you cannot be, at one and the same time, 
Governor and Chief Judge, you are not entirely 
unmindful of what may come to pass in the admini- 
stration of justice ! Your enemies do, indeed, ac- 
cuse you of having driven from office a great many 
fine old revolutionary Whigs, who were serving in 
the fiold while you were living snugly in Hiiladel- 
phi;i ; but, tlicse people do not, as you say, seem 
to recollect, that, if you did not use a sword or a 
musket, you were far from being idle; they do not 
consider, that, while they were, probably, only 
driving off or killing the cattle of Tories, you were 
laying the iron hands of the law on the estates and 
the lives of the Tories themselves ! For these ser- 
vices you were apjjlauded by the very men, who 
nozv accuse you ot oppression^ because you have 
turned them out of place ! When any one of tiiem 
shall, in future, complain of your injustice, and shall 
<Uspute your pretensions on the score of revolution- 
ary services, step from your chair of state, and 
thunder in his ear, with a voice as loud and terrific 
as the last trumpet, " Remember ROBERTS and 
*• CARLISLEt ! ! !" 

But, your enemies, not content with the cen- 
sure above-mentioned, have draw^n an invidious 



* By keeping B«rd in his ofEce of Prothonatory of the Su- 
prcn^e Court (an office much more lucrative than that of Judge 
in Pennsylvania), the tyrant M'Kean not only keeps the Chief 
Justice in subjeciion, but commands such jury-lists as suit him- 
9elfon all important occasions. 

f Two loyal Quakers whom this M'Kean condemned to death, 
during that revolution, of which he was the bloody Fooquiec 
Tinville. He was, by the Whigs, applauded for that deed; soi 
now he is punishing those very Whigs. The justice o£ Heavcfl 
•does not sleep for ever ! 

comparison. 
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comparison between your conduct and that of your 
" patriotic predecessor J ^ as they are pleased to call 
him. MifBin might be patriotic enough for aught 
I know; but people seem to have forgotten that he 
had his friends to serve, and that he served them 
too, as will appear from the following paper. You 
have, I believe. Dr. M*Kean, frequently blamed 
me for handling the character of Mifflin so roughly ; 
you called it slander ; what then will you think of 
the article I am now going to lay before you ? This 
article is of republican ongin ; it was handed me 
for publication (though 1 never published it) by 
Tom Bradford, who, to the best of my recollection, 
told me it was written*by one of the Rushes. This 
article will be valuable to you on many accounts, 
but particiilarly as a proof of your only having 
trodden in the steps of your predecessor with re- 
spect to removals irom office ; it will be valuable to 
the people of other countries, as a proof of the su- 
perexcellence of republican chiefs and republican 
governments; and it will serve to reconcile the 
malecontents to your measures, by convincing them, 
that from the " glorious 1796" to this day, from 
the quarrel between you and Old Hopkinsoriy about 
a post in his Majesty's custom-house to the present 
squabbles amongst the county clerks and recorders, 
the great object of patriotic contention ever has 
been, THE LOAVES AND FISHES. 

Reasons why tJie People of Pennsylvania ought not to 
re-elect Thomas Mifflin to the Offlce of Governor, 

Ist Reason.— *His Excellency is openlf abandoned to Iczud' 
9iess and debauchery. 
» 2d. He is addicted to the low and illiberal vice of swearing -, 
and upon a very noted occasion, outraged the feelings of de- 
cency and religion, by publicly profaning the name of the 
J^city in the most shocking manner. 

VOL. XI. V 3d. 



290 THE RUSH-LIGHT. No. II. 

3d. His public conversation at his own table* sarroonded hj 
company, is frequently so fuufgdr^ obscens, and scandalous, a§ io 
exceed descripxioo and almost belief. 

4th. He niakes a practice of breaking the sabbath, by giving 
entertainments upon that day, at the Falls of SchoylkilT, and 
perroittmg fishermen to ply with their nets in the rirer, directly 
in his view, contrary to the laws of God and many and to the 
great injury ot the morals of the people. 

5ih. H«r insults the religion and laws of his ooontFy fay bis 
entire neglect of the public worship of the. Deity, and by his 
example induces others to do so. 

6ih. During his administration of near &ve yeara^ two as 
.President of the State, and almost three at Governs, hefaAtk 
never instituted a day of thanksgiving for the iooumcrable 
blessings bestowed by the bounty of Heaven, nor a day of 
. fasting on account of the sins of the people, and the alanning 
growth of luxury, infidelity, and vice of every kind. 

N. B. This has been usually done by all good Goveniorfi as 
by the late Governor Pattersoo* of New-Jersey, and others. 

7th. He has in repeated instances broke his 'word, and vio- 
lated the roost solemn promises and engagements, — The fidimxwg 
facts are sufficieni to shew that this seventh reason is %udlfoundtd» 

1st. Headually swore, or solemnly declared, hfe would tutw 
commission Mr. Daniel MorUgomery, of North unoberland, a 
Justice of the Peace; notwithstanding this, a few weeks ago^ 
he sent him a commission to a6t in that capacity. 

2d. In like manner he j^^^, or solemnly declared, he wmM 
oot commission Mr, Matthias Richards, of Bucks coi^oty, botlv 
has since made him a Justice of the Peace. 

3d. Upon application to the Governor by John Hbge, E*?- 
of Washington county (now a member of the Seaate^ toi»* 
quest he would not superhcdc Mr, Scott, the Protiioiiotaiy d 
that county, he informed Mr. Hoge, he would consider ths 
matter ; \^'hen at the very time of bis saying so ho knew that 
he had signed a commission for Mr. Reddick, as the successor 
of Mr. Scott, and that this commission had been sent forward a 
few days before. 

4th. Previous to his being eledled Governor, he frequently 
declared he would not displace any person, without specific 
charges and proof against him, and soon after his eled^ioOi 
upon application to supersede James Hanna, Esq. the Register 
of Wills for Bucks county, he not only refused, but cxpre^cda 
fixed resolulion of not turning any person out of office, nnletf 
charges were made and properly supported. Notwithstandiii{ 
these declarations and solemn engagements, he didj soon sfttt 
his eledion, remove from their offices the following persoirti 
viz. Mr. Scott, Charles Biddle, Esq, Judge Atlee, Judgi Bus^» 

Calch 
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Cahh OinfiSt E^q, the Prothoftotary of Cbestet' county, Jobk 
Cbrt'st, Esq. the Rf gister and Recorder of Berks county, and 
James Jecksy Esq. tbe Register oi Lancaster county j against 
any of whom it is believed not a single charge was ever made^ 
or pro<jf given in fiuppor^ of it. Certain it is, they were n^er 
heard in their defence, nor had aii opportchity of refuting the 
charges, if any were really made : after such public and noto- 
rious professions were repeatedly made, the news of their being 
displaced must hnve astonished them like a violent clap <^ 
blunder when not a cloud could be seen. 

N. B. There is reason to assert that at the v^ry time of h>s 
making the abdve declaration respecting James llanna» Esq. 
he had gone so far as to give assurances to several persons that 
lie would diftj^lace boih Judge AOee and Judge Rush^ 

5tb. He solemnly promised Collenson Read, Esq. of Reading, 
that if a vacancy should happen in the county of Heiks, he 
would appoint hi% fathers a respedable old gentleman, who 
had once held the otifice of Prolhonotary in that county, and 
lias relinqtrished it only to serve bis country in a more impor- 
tant station-^! say, he not only made the promise above-men- 
tioned, bdt upon Mr. Read's observing; that it would be proper 
for his fafher (who then liwd in rhrat city) to remove to Berks 
oounly« that hd might qualify himself to hold an office by a 
year's rerideuce; he replied, there was no necessity for it ; he 
-would appoint him without his residing a. vear in the county. 
l^otwithstanding all this, upon iht death of the laie Pfoibffnotary, 
he relb^ed to appoint Mr. Read's father, and assigned as the 
reason his Ttot bav'mg resided a year in the county. Otlier in- 
stances under this 7th general reason can be brought forward— 
bfit let these suffice. 

8th. He commissioned DaM Harris t £sq.:oae of the asso- 
ciate Judges of Danphine county, though he had not been 
•' acitizehund inhabitant t)f the county c'«i? year before his ap- 
•* pointmcut," whch he knew was' required by the cotistitution 
he hath sworn to execute. 

9tb. He kept Jacob Bower and Jvbn Chrest, Esq. of Berks 
county, dancing attendance upon him in this city, about two 
>eeks, giving to each of them alternate expedation and a<jsur- 
»nce, that he should have the office of Register and Recorder of 
Berks J and finally told them they must go together and settle 
the matter themselves. This irresolution, and these expres- 
sions, producf^d a sale of the office, from Mr. Cbrest, the former 
^J'Wner, to Mr. Bower, the present possessor^ for the sum of 
^1. payable in four years at 501. a year. 

10th. So much intoxicated was he by the success of his 
^cdion, and MO eager to display his power, thai he forgot all 
'^gard io public decency, and 10 the memory of the laie Jud^e 

u 2 Brjan, 
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Bryan, by nominating (though not adually comtnissionating) 
a successor in the office, not only before the body was interred^ 
but immediately after bis iUatb was announced by Dc^ 
Huubcsoft, 

Such indecency in transadting public basineas, such disre- 
spectful treatment of the remains of an old and faithful scrrant 
of his country, would be only aggravated by, 

1 1th. The charader of the person who was thus hastily ap- 
pointed in his stead, viz. Judge Sbippen. This gentleman, dis- 
atfedled to his country during the late struggle for liberty, had 
remained in this city with the British army, is the father-in- 
law of Gerural Arnold^ and paid his respeds to General Howe to 
congratulate him on his arrival in this city. 

1 he cause of freedom and virtue had surely been enough 
insulted, when he was made President of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas of the city and county of Philadelphia. But oar 
Governor thought otherwise ; and therefore raised him to the 
hightst Feat of ludicial authority in the state. 

12th. He hath not only promoted the disaffedted, but in the in- 
stance oi Judge Rush he displaced a staunch friend and supporter 
of I he Rt-volutiofiy to make way for a chara^er of a very dif- 
ferent description, viz. Mr. Yates, of Lancaster. There is 
nothing like this to be found in the condudt of the President of 
the United Stales. It is one thing to bring forward persons un-' 
friendly to the principles of the Revolution, and quite a difieieot 
thing to dismiss the well-affedcd to make way for tbftn. 
GmtTijI Uasbingion never removed a Whig from office, and ad» 
vanced a Tory in his room. It is therefore ridiculous to com- 
pnrc the condn6t of the Governor of this state with thatof tbe 
Presitlent. Happy would it be for Pennsylvania if their cha- 
racters were more alike. Darkness and light are not more at 
variance. 

13 til Reason.-^ln an arbitrary and tyrannical manner he super- 
seded Judges yitlce and Rmb as ju'lges of the supreme court, 
nnd still more cruelly and tyrannically compelled them into in- 
ferior stations ; making thereby a wanton and merciless attack 
upon their feelings, their reputntion, and their fortunes. In tbe 
histories even of Russia and Turkey, it would be impracti* 
cal^le to find an instance of power exerted in a manner so pff- 
■Jti'ily savage and despotic, accompanied at the same time with 
circumstances of such peculiar treachery. See this perfidy in the 
5ih reason under the 7th general head, — He who commits » 
single deliberate act o^ tyranny, is as completely a (yiw//astbc 
man who commits a single deliberate act of stealing is a /^^♦ 
It is the disposition that is seen in both cases. 

14th reason. — The wrathful ^nd vindictive passions of the 
nan\u&\xtuct his conduct as a public officer. Under this bead } 

shall 
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shall mention two or three facts that are well known to be 
true. 

1. Soon after his election a recommendation in behalf of 
Joseph Magoffin, Esq, as a justice of the peace in the Southern 
Liberties, being presented to him, he instantly declared, ^^ilh 
the utnoost ^violence of language, he never would appoint him ; 
Jbr he had opposed him at his election, N. B. We have never yet 
heard of the Governors breaking this promise -, probably because 
the offence of exercising the right vested in Mr. Magojin by th« 
coDstitation, of voting for and supporting his antagonis.t, is an 
unpardonable one in his opinion. 

2. Dr. John Otto, of Reading, was a justice of the peace pre^ 
^iotts to the election of the Go-vernor, and very highly esteemed for 
the spirited execution of his office. It so happened, some years 
ago, that a collector of taxes lodged a list of delinquents in the 
hands of the Doctor to be collected agreeably to law. In this 
list was the name of Thomas Mifflin, Esq, who was accordingly 
notified of it by a polite message from the justice, and upon 
whom he waited soon after, with every appearance of being 
much disturhed dud agitated. 

Dr. Otto was never commissioned as a justice of the peace 
qftsr tht election of the present Governor. 

3. Mr. ScoH, of Washington, having made use of some ex- 
pressions that were supposed to^be offensive, the power of the 
Gwemor was employed as the means to execute the last resent- 
ment of the private individual. 

The judge who from the bench pronounces an unjust judg- 
ment, and perverts the law to gratify the malice of his heart, 
▼iolates his duty and oath. Nor can that Governor be deemed 
guilty of a less crime, who, availing himself of the power his, 
station gives him, wickedly prostitutes it to the ruin of a worthy 
officer, for no other reason than because the officer may have 
affronted him or injured his feelings as a man. 

15th. The appointment of a person who signs his name A. J. 
Dallas, to the important post of secretary of tlie common- 
wealth j th^ indecency of which is too glaring to need com- 
ment, especially as his behaviour has always justified any senti- 
ment originally entertained respecting the measure. That there 
were other persons equally qualified for this office nobody can 
doubt } but it was naturally supposed, with manners more con- 
genial, an exotic secretary would be more devoted. Accord- 
ingly we now see him desoerately engaged, under the signature 
oi Atticus, in an attempt to defend what no other person in his 
senses can possibly think defensible. Were it not that this Man 
is secretary, I flatter myself there would not be found one soli- 
tary writer in Pennsylvania abandoned enough to take up his 

u 3 pen, 
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pen, to viodicate the still more abandonrd character and condoct 
of it» prcicDt chief magUtrate*. 

Here ended tlie paper ; but to all these reasons, 
why Mifflin ought not to be re-elected Governor, 
Bradford might himself have added one, and a very 
weighty one too, to wit — because his brother ivant- 
ed the post /—Loaves and fishes again ! 

We see, too, that the displacing of Rushes bra- 
ther^ the Judge, forms the principal article of ac- 
cusation against Mifflin. If Judge Rush had been 
promoted to the bench of the Supreme Court, if 
Tom Bradford had not been deprived of a lucrative 
branch of printing business by the Governor, and 
if, at the same time, William Bradford (brother of 
Tom, and a relation of Rush) had not felt a call to 
supply the place of Mifflin, this poor fellow would 
have been a ^^ saving angel," instead of a devil 
incarnate. 

Those who have been constant readers of my 
writings, will recollect that I never inserted the 
above republican communication either in my 
pamphlets or my paper. As to the facts against 
Mifflin, they were all true, but the motives from 
which they were communicated to me, were such 
as prevented my making use of them, though fre- 
quently urged to do it. Tom Bradford owed great 
obligations to both Miffliq and Dallas, and much as 
I disliked thqse men, my mind revolted at the idea 

' * English Republicans, what do you tbinic of the npfatnla^t 
system now ? Compare this Mifflin to the ^ejtns who ruled tbi« 
state in the days of the Monarchy, 

Notwithstatiding the above fifteen reasons, arid fifteen hop- 
/Ared others that might have been added, the proflijjate Miffi^ 
,Ruaf re-elected by the sovereign people. Docs this prove tb* 
good^ectsof what is -called equal representcUipn ? Could 01^ 
Sarurn, or even Old Nicky have chosen a worse man tfcap thi«' 
— Answer nac tfec^e que^tipp^, joa who clamour for ptW 
pientaxy re^prna. r 
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of be€(Hmng the cat's-paw of his mean underhand 
revenge. 

After R-adford had settled with me for the one 
shilling and seoen-pence halfpenny ^ the neat proceeds 
of one of my pamphlets, he sent his son Samuel, 
the present Editor of the paper called the " Triie 
** American^' to wheedle me out of the above com- 
munication ; but whatever other faults I may have, 
that of letting go my hold is not one. I told the 
** True Americany^ that it would be of no use to 
his father, that more of the same grist might easily 
be gotten at the same mill, and that this little sam- 
ple might serve me, should a surfeit of liberty send 
me back to the " insular Bastile," as a triumphant 
proof of the excellence of republican governments 
and republican morals. Thus I should, probably, 
never have used it otherwise than to amuse my 
children, when in my old age I should have been 
describmg to them the storm I encountered while 
tfiey were in the cradle ; but as the Philadelphians 
have charged me with calumniating their great 
men, as they have laid on me the monstrous, the 
ruinous fine of 5000 dpUars, and as this very *' True 
" Anierican'' Bradford has published their charge 
against me, and tytn justified their verdict ^ as this 
is the case, I trust I shall be excused for troubling 
the world with what would, othierwise, have been 
confined to my own chimney-comer. 



A HINT TO SAMUEI, COATS. 

COATS, you are one of my bitterest persecu- 
tors ; you were one of the advisers of the prosecu- 
tion against me ; you shook me by the hand and 
smiled in my face at Bustleton, while you were 
daily backbiting me at Abingdon. Your nephew 
V 4 was 
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was one of tbe 5000 dollar jury ; you applaud the 
atteippt to ruin me, and the reason you give is, 
tha I am a calumniatory and that it is time to put a 
stop to calumny. — Xow, Coats, hear me. I will show, 
in another Number of this work, what Saint Coats 
can do in the calumjiiating xcay ; and, if you will 
take my advice, yoa will, in tihe mean time, pre- 
pare yourself a lodging in the famous mansion of 
which voa are the manager*. 



THE PHILADELPHIAN HORNET S NEST. 

MY first taper gave light into the nest, and, 
when the last advices came away, the Hornets were 
pouring out upon the spectators. Th« sovereign 
people of Philadelphia (whom, by the by, I begin 
to forgive) have, it seems, had rare sport. They 
have tound the Rush-Light as productive of strange 
sights as a magic-lantern, and have, of course, run 
after it in crowds. 

\'ery different, however, have been the specula- 
tions of the Rushites: they have been plotting 
vengeance, and, as it generally happens to them, 
thcv have failed. 

On Fpday last one of them published, in the 
paper of those two base wretches. Brown and Belfy 
the following most infamous libel against me. 

* To obviate any misconstruction of the expressions I may 
inake use of in speaking of this Quaker, I now declare, once 
for all, that 1 highly resprxt" tlie Quakers in geiieral. I bdicve 
that this sect has, in Pennsylygnia, a greater proportion of 
truly honest and benevolent men than any otlier sect, and I 
know, that though it contains sonne malicious hypocrites, it 
alsQ contains some of \\\^ kindest and tpoj^t sincere of huniaQ 

bvipg'*- 

" COMM[l\ 
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** COMMUNICATION. 

*^ Mr. Cobbett has asserted^ both in his forewell Gazette, and 
'' in a late advertisement^ that all his property in this city has 
^' been taken in execution and sacrificed at public vendae^ at 
'' the suit of Dr. Rush : ibis isfwtso; not an article belonging 
'' to him has been sold at this suit; but, it is a &ct, notwith« 
^' standing his many boasts of punctuality in the discharge of 
'* his debts> that ail bis goods found in this city were seized by ibc 
'* executors of bis landlord for bouse-rent disgraeefuUy left unpaid by 
** bim-y and it is also a fact, that the whole amount of the 
'' sales arising therefrom, has not been sufficient to satisfy that 
*' claim. 

" Any one questioning the truth of this statement, is referred 
** to the SherifiTs Office, where it will be seen, that all the mo* 
'^ nies raised by execution, does not exceed the sum of tbree bwi* 
" dred and tbirty dollars" 

The reader will remember, perhaps, that I stated 
in my last newspaper, that they had seized, be- 
longing to me, and sold for about four hundred dol- 
lars, what should have brought, at least, about a 
thousand. He will now please to read, a statement 
made to the above communication, by Mr. John 
Morgan, of Philadelphia, and, when he has read 
it, let him say if the hottest hell be not too cool for 
the author a.nd publishers of the article to which it 
is a reply. 

** Messrs. Brown and Relf, 
" You will please lo insert the following statement of fads 
'' in answer to a communication, which appeared in your paper of 
*• Friday last, and oblige 

" Your humble servant, 
*' Monday Evening, Marcb 3." '* John Morgan.'* 

When Mr. Cobbett was about leaving this city for New- 
York, I underiook to receive the monies which were to be col- 
lected for him by Mr. Douglas ; and to sell at public auction 
some goods that were left at his bouse. On or about December 
the 14th, the articles were advertised for sale by Mr. ConoUy, 
the audioneer. The morning intended for the sale, Douglas 
attended, and having placed some of the goodsi before the door, 
^9^38 waiting for the auctioneer, when the Under-sheriff made 
his appearaiice^ and seized the goods, by virtue of an execu- 
tion. 
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BidU»k:anm«r««D*Yof wiut was « tiM: pwfflMW. ^^^^ •«;; 
nngnKot took pUo^ Wf c-uii tiieai and tbe Sheriff I M not 
Aeario; but it is ccrtaxa tbat tbe goods were altcrwardi told 
b^ tbe Sheriff. \9f HMrtam cf Mmm^'s sjuMiam, although the pro- 
ceeds ^cre paid to tlie ex.cctitors» after de«iii6Hng the •'*** °* 
•tiit, die cofDoiissiocB, and otber incideotal expeotes; which 
-wmild hare been improper, bad tbey not been sold faf inrtoe ot 
the abu»ci«id rmemticMi. 

Wbea Mr. ElmsUe waited oa tbe Sberiff' for the prae0B^ o^ 
the sale, die Utter refused to paj for more than the airon of 
three moothft, altboagb there laas more than fire DODtfas rent 
dnc, until he had taken tbe adv;ce of Mr. Lewis, aUannO f^ 
Dr. Rmsh. Tbe attorney adrised to paj the balance of the pro- 
ceeds after dednaing tbe coats of exccutioa, &c. The moDia 
which Mr. Etmslie received were firat two bnndred and fifty 
dollars) then sixty -four dollars ; tbose two snms added to coib 
of snit, comcmssion, advertising, and either incidental cxpeiiKS> 
iimmmf to tbe sum Mr. Cohhet wt^nUmmed im his mdoertisiWittd at the 
total of the sales. 

By this brief statement the candid reader will see that the 
goods were sold hy virtue of Rust's execmtioH ; that tbe execs- 
lois of John Oldden declined ha-Lrng any ikin^ to do iviib the hu* 
sincss^ until I had satisfied them that a^ censure lifbicb ndgbt arist 
from it should attach iome-^ and that they were not unuuy shout the 
payment cf the rent. 

John Moxgan. 

This Statement, \sr\uch is as clear as the head, 
and as true as the heart of the man who signs it, 
leaves me very \\tt\e to say as to the falsehood or the 
malice of my enemies. 1 must, however, ohserve, 
for the information of those who may not have seen 
my farewell Gazette, that, when 1 came from Phila- 
delphia, 1 left about 2500 dollars to collect, and 
about 800 dollars to pay • that my house-rent, whicl 
would have been paidW enough before if w< 
could hav^ ascertained the day of giving up * 
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house, was to l)e paid the moment that day ar- 
rived. Before it did arrive, however. Rush ob* 
tained his famous judgment, and made aseizure, as 
Mr. Morgan has related. That Mr. Elmslie was 
undw no. apprehensions the reader will clearly per- 
ceive^; for, after he had heard of the ruinous 5000 
dollar verdict; after he knew that the judgment 
against me was sent on to New- York ; nay, after 
hc'saw the sheriff in the house, such was his con- 
fidence in my honesty, and such was his delicacy 
towards me, that he would not even then have exer- 
cised the right of a landlord, had he not been pressed 
to do \\for my sake. Not only did he require to be so- 
licited, by Mr. Morgan, to put in his prior claim, 
but he, at last, consented to do it, only upon 
condition that Mr. Morgan would write tp me, 
and iitfotmme that he (Elmslie) did it at Mr. Mor- 

faiCs partiadar request. Would Mr. Elmslie have 
ad these scruples if he had suspected my honesty ? 
Would he have been thus delicate, thus fearful of 
hurting mv feelings, if I had left my " house-rent 
** DISGRACEFULLY unpaid r 

But, says the reader, who is the infamous slan- 
derer ? Tell me who he is, that I may hate him ! 
And, can you be at a loss to know himi After 
what you have read in these two Numbers, can 
you imagine that such base revenge could ever 
be conceived by any one but a RUSH ? It was 
Richard Rushy the self-same lawyer, who, in order 
to support the honour of his profession and his 
dram-shop family, came on express to New- 
York with the 5000 dollar judgment ; it was 
one of the " nicefeeling generous sons'' of the 
" most unoffending and most benevoknC' Dr 
Hush. 

The malignant slanderers were astonished when 
they saw Mr. Morgan's statement. They thought 

that 
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that Mr. Elmslie, seeing the vile work that was 
going forward, had, like a prudent man, stepped 
in and laid claim to my goods. Sure, in their own 
minds, that this was the case, they thought that 
the falsehood they had hatched could never be 
completely refuted. Little did they imagine, that 
Mr. Elmslie had made the seizure at my agent's re* 
quest, and to oblige mc ; when, therefore, they 
saw this, they were alarmed, they were confounded, 
and bListed. Ever as mean as malicious, tlieynow 
retracted, and the poor cat's-paw, Richard Rush, 
went to Mr. Morgan, and read a recantation^ which . 
he published in Brown and Relf's paper of the next 
evening, and which I would here msert, were it 
not beneath me to offer, in defence of my cha- 
racter, any thing from the vile hand of a Rush. 

Thus, you see, reader, that my enemies have 
fallen into their own pit, and that, at every stmg- 
gle, they plunge themselves deeper and deeper in 
disgrace. — AVhen I saw my friend Morgan's de- 
fence of my reputation, and particularly when the 
next newspaper brought me the proofs of his tri- 
umph, I could not help exulting, in the words of 
King David : " Let them be ashamed and brought 
" to confusion together, that rejoice at mine hurt; 
" and let them sliout for joy, and be glad, that fa- 
" vour my righteous cause T' 

POSTSCRIPT. 

\ Rush's lawyers told the philanthropic jury, that, 
•• if they assessed but moderate damages, the dec'v 
sion would tend to discourage men from appealing 
to the law again, and that the city would l>^ 
disturbed and disgraced by quarrels and fighting \ 
but that, if they made me " a blighted picture (^ 
" Tuin^^ they would prevent personal violefu:e, Th^ 

philan-^ 
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philanthropic jury listened to the advice, and cer- 
tainly did their best to make me " a blighted pic- 
" ture of ruin ;'' but.their verdict, so far from having 
had a tendency to promote peace and ^ood neigh- 
bourhood, has set all Philadelphia in an uproar,j 
The first Number of the Rush-Light has produced 
several quartels, two assaults, and two or three fresh 
prosecutions ! " That's true," says the' philanthro- 
pic jury, " but it is your Rush-Light, Peter, and 
*^ not our verdict, that has made the mischief. It 
** is not our fault that you write." No, ye pre- 
cious dozen, it assuredly is not! It is not your .fault 
that I am not in gaol, and that my wife and chil- 
dren are not begging their bread from door to door ! 
No, no, it is not your fault that I have either the 
spirit or the means to write and to publish ; but it 
is your fault that I have the bloodrstirring subject 
to write upon. Thus much by way of hint to 
you*. 



* I intend to accompany the Number in which I close the 
account of the prosecutioawith lists of this philanthropic jury, 
printed on large cards, that they may be nailed up over chimney- 
pieces, and in other conspicuous places. But, lest he who 
reads this Number, should never read another, I shall just in- 
sert the names here, to wit : 

John Paxton, hardwareman, No. ]0, South Third Street; 
jym. Jolly, ironmonger, No. 11, Arch Street; Joseph S. Lewis 
(nephew of Samuel Coats), merchant. No. 25, Dock Street; 
hjac Austin, Watchmaker, No. 7» Arch Street ; Tho. JF. Armat^ 
shopkeeper. No. 21, North Second Street; George Thompson, 
shopkeeper. No. 129, North Third Street; Jacob Sperry, jun,^ 
looking- glass-man, No. 195, Market Street; John Taggart, 
merchant, No. 5, and 11, North Water Street; Wm, lioberts, 
house carpenter. No. 136, Chesnut Street ; Archibald Bingham, 
shopkeeper, No. 32, North Second Street; Jacob Rees, shop- 
keeper, No. 151, North Third Street; Benjamin F. Garrigues, 
grocer, No. 118, South Second Street. 



TO 
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TO 

JAMES M ' H E N R Y, 

SECRETARY AT WAR. 

Sir, 

ON Saturday, the 8th instant, a man, calling 
himself Capt. Still, belongmg to the Artillery, sta- 
tioned at Fort Jay, came to my house, to call me 
to account, on tne part of Lieut. Rush, about a 
passage in the first Number of the Rush-Light. He 
was armed '' d la mode de Rush," to wit, with a 
bludgeon cane, which, as it had an iron poker to en- 
counter, remained quiet in his hand ; and so the 
noble Captain marched off without •beat of drum. 
I do not address this to you. Sir, by way of com- 
plaint; for I am prepared for t£g/e/zcr<? against un- 
lawful violence of any and of every sort. But, 
Sir, notwithstanding; all the ingratitude and- injus- 
tice I have met with, I am still a friend to America; 
I still feel a sincere attachment to the Federal Go- 
vernment ; and it is from my anxious desire to see 
the measures of that Government prevented from 
becoming odious in the eyes of all descriptions 
of people, that I take the liberty to give you the 
.above information. Be assured, Sir, that men will 
not long be content to pay taxes for the support of 
bullies to come and interfere with their business, 
insult them in their houses, and terrify their wives 
and Aeir children. 

Far be it from me to insinuate that conduct, in 
the military, such as I have described, ever was 

ap- 
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approved of by the Government, and I feel a con- 
fidence. Sir, that, for the honour of the army it- 
self, it will, in the present instance, meet with 
marked disapprobation. 

I am. Sir, with the greatest respect. 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

W. COBBETT. 

NeohYorky 
March 10, 1800. 



END OF NO. II. OF THE RUSH-LIGHT. 
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1 5th March, 1800. * 

A Defence of the Publicatiojis on which the Action of 
Ritsh was grounded. 

" Hear ye my defence, which I non^ make limo yoi." 

Acts. c. xzii. v. i. 

1 HAT a low-bred fellow, like Iftish, whom the 
troubled motions of rebellion* had brought bub- 
bling up from the mud of society ; that a fellow, 
who had extolled his drugs in newspapers, pam^ 
phlets, and books, without number, and who had, 
in these various publications, not only ridiculed, 
decried, and abused both the practice and the per* 
Sons of the first medical gentlemen in' the country, 
but had contemptuously placed them beneath his 
herd of " undisciplined practitioners/' his auction- 
ed ers, his negroes, and his old women; that such a 
iTiushroom being, such a notorious despoiler of 
t:tie medical character, should have the assurance to 
appeal to the law, the moment his own practice 
A^v^as assailed, would have excited universal indig* 
«>.ation amongst any people but the poor, tame, 

~- ■ I ■ — ■ ■ ' ■ I.I ■ t. • III ff 

* He was a naember of the old Rump Congress. 

vol.. XI. X trodden^ 
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trfxlden-down citizens of PhSade^pliii, znd HBSt 

appear totally unaccountable to crcrr f 

till I have, by and by, explained die < 

under which the action was commaiccd, and 

under which it was foreseen it would, fint or 1st, 

be decided*. 

The commencing of the action prores, ba n ne r , 
that the practice of the impudent innovator hsMl le- 

* Rush was advised by Ingtrmk ooc of hk Uv]ren. to dnp 
thii luit { but the meek, the kiod, the unoffcndiii^ the beM- 
volent Rushf koew bcitor tUnga: and thb ia a proper place l» 

5ivr a itriking instance or two of tbe dissimalatioo of tbb asai. 
^1 to war, he always pretended to tie a Qaaker, tin he bad a 
aoo big eaough to auk a cgmmisuon for ! See hia aillf pba of 
what he callt a Peace-Officer of the United States. Sot ao ia- 
atance of insincerity^ more to my present porpoae, is to be 
found in his canting address to the clergy, whone he wf^ 
** Law^sUiii ahould Us discouraged as omch aa poaaihle. It b 
'' with iacxpreifible pleasure that I have lately aeen an aocaaai 
^ of a recommendation from the Presbjrterian aynod to tbe 
^ churchea under their care^ to settle all diapmea after die 
**' manner of tbe primitive Christians and die fngmds," [a 
alobber for tbe Quakers,] *< by arbitration. Bleaeed eveat ia 
*^ tbe history of mankind 1 May their pradice spread anooiigst 
^ all teAs of Christians, and may it prove a prelude of that 
** bapuy time foretold in Scripture, when war and mtirder 
" shall be no more.** There he is again ! That's the canting 
Rush ! But. when his professions are brought to the. test, 
when he is urged to put them in pradice, he laughs at those 
who were foolish enough to think him sincere. He could not 
tnd words to express his pleasure at hearing that the synod had 
protested against law-suits, but he could not be persuaded, 
even by his confidential lawyer, to forbear going to law hifu- 
aelf. The truth is, Rush is notorious for the litigiousness of 
hia disposition} and there are few men, eyen amongst the 
apiteful and wrangling crew that he is connedled with, who 
hive brought so maiiy actions, who have been so often in the 
court, as himself. Observe, too, that this meek minded mo- 
TiNlti who, in conjunction with his Quaker friends, has beeo 
conttintty hatching some peace-making project j observe, I sayt 
.Ihat this love-seeking saint, who feels such yearnings, socli 
griptnn and bowel- hankerings for *' the blessed time when 'war 
'* andAmz-JuiVf shall be m mars,*' has, out of two sons, made shift 
to fabricate a lieutenant and a lawyer ! ! 

ceived 
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ceived a mortal blow ; it proves that the publica- 
tions, for which 1 was sued, vfttt efficacious; and, 
that they were not unlawful, I trust, notwithstand- 
ing the decision of a Philadelphian court and jurjr, 
I shall find but little diHiculty in making appear to 
the satisfaction of every man who is not an idiot or 
a prostituted knave. 

In makUig this defence, I shall suppose mysdf 
in court, and having heard the evidence and thBff 
pleadings, replyifig to the whole that was urged 
against me. As f shall lise the woi^s, " Gentlemen 
" of the Jury,'' I beg leave to premise^ that the, 
word gentlemen will be admitted^ on this occasiodo^ 
for form's sake only. 

Gentlemen of the Jury^ 

I rise to defend a man, remarkable for his ^nk- 
ness, against the underhand machinations of hypo- 
crisy 5 I rise to defend^ against a charge of slander, 
a man who has been slandered without measure and 
without mercy } I rise to defend an honest, JoyjJ, 
and public-spirited Briton against the* false aud c?l- 
lumnibus suggestions of private malice, political 
prejudice, and national antipathy. 

I should degrade the character of the defendant 
by comparing it with that of Dr. Rush, or bv sub- 
mitting it to i/our investigation. To the mahgnant 
aspersions of llopkinson, Levi, and Ingersol, I 
shall, therefore, make no reply ; but shall confine 
myself to the subject yvith which ak)ne you have, 
on this occasion, any thing tvo do. 

Mr. Cobbett stands charged with having, du;ii|g 
the prevalence of the Yellow Fever of 1797, pub- 
lished certain false and malicious slanders against 
Dr. Rush. The printing and publishing the de- 
fendant would rather cut his hand otF than disow^^ 
but the falsdkood and malice imputed to him hT 
utterly denies. 

^ ? Much 
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Much might be said as to the extent of the 
word:* cited in the declaration. It would, I believe, 
be very difficult to make out such an applicati(Hi as 
woiild, according to the strict letter ot the law, 
establish am' one of the charges preferred by the 
.plaintiff; but the defendant scorns to take shelter 
under a subterfuge : it is for his enemies to have re- 
course to the perversion of the law. He is proud 
to acknowledge, that all the censorious expressions, 
'which he is, on this occasion, accused of having 
published, were not only published by hiro, but 
were pointed at Doctor Benjamin Rush; and, 
moreover, that they were not only pointed at Rush, 
but were so pointed for the express purpose of de- 
stroying his practice, so far as that practice cor- 
responded with the well-known and justly-abhorred 
System of Depletion . 

Neither will I distract your minds (which, God 
knows, are by nature sufficiently confused) by con- 
troverting the unfair constructions of the opposite 
counsel. I shall admit most of the meanings which 
they have attributed to the words of the defendant, 
'and those which I do not admit, I shall clearly 
prove not to exist. 

The defendant stands charged, 
, \ i . With calling Doctor Rush a vain boaster, 
2. With calling him a quack, 
_ 3. With calling him Az/^i^rarfd;. 
4^,-.AVith saying that he slciv his patients. 
By the lawyers, on both 'sides, the Constitutions 
.ofAmericay and the rights and advantages thereby 
•inferred and insured, have been much harped 
*upon, as if the liberty of the press were become the 
'greater in consequence of the revolution; but aU 
these rights and advantages, however valuable tb^y 
•nay be in the eyes of a sovereign people, the de- 
fendant in this action most cheerlullv foreo:oes. H^ 
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asks for no other privilege, no other security for his 
person and his property, than that which will arise 
trom a fair interpretation and a due execution of the 
Common Lazv; that law under the shielding branches. 
oi which he was bom and nursed up to manhood^ 
which was planted here by the benignant hand of 
his Sovereign, and which, though buffeted by 
many a storm, and bearing the mark of many aij- 
axe at its roots, still stands its ground, ^nd still 
shelters the inhabitants of these States from the up-r\ 
lifted stroke of republican despotism. This is the 
law to which Mr. Cobbett appeals in his defence j 
and, happily for the country, this law is yet the 
only code to which, in this gase, either party catf 
appeal. i 

/ jS^ot to hamper you with a string of definitions 
and nice distinction?, I shall observe, generally, 
that to justify a jury in awarding damages, on any 
charge of slander, they must be clearly convinced 
of four things; to wit: 1. that the defendant ut^^ 
tered or published the words laid to his charge ; 
2, that those wordu were meant to apply to the 
plaintiff; 3. that the words are false ; and, 4. tha$ 
they were uttered or published witli a njalicious or 
criminal intent/^ 

The publishmg of the words laid in the decla-r 
ration, and their application to the plaintiff, the 
defendant most readily avows ; but, if I can prove 
to you (or if you already kfioiv of- yourselves), that 
the words are pn^Cy and that the defendant did nq 
more than fulfil his duty in publishing them, yon 
ought well to remember your oaths before you give 
(i^mages to the plaintiff. 

I shall examine the charges in the order in which 
they stand. 1. The Defendant has called Doctor 
Rush A VAIN BOASTER. I avcr this to be tmey 
and prove it by Rush's own publications, respecting 
his practice in 1793, On the 12th of September he 

X i.^ published 
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published in all the papers, that, toith his neohdis^ 

covered remedieSy there was no more danger to be 

apprehended from the Yellow Fever, than from the 

measles or influenza. On the 17th of the same 

month, he wrote to the College of Physicians, that 

his discocerjfy as far as it went, reduced the Yellow 

Fever, in point of danger and mortality, to a level 

with a common cold. On the 3d of October ha 

wjrote to Doctor Rodgera at New-York (publishing 

his letter, as well as that to the College, in the 

newspapers), declaring, that he had been made the 

mstrtitnent in the hands of a kind Providence gf cw-. 

fing MORE than ninety-nine patients out of a hundred. 

This was certainly boastings and that it was vain 

boasting is notorious ; for, at the very time that he 

wrote and published these boastings, his remcdjes 

were making dreadful havock ; ftx)m the date of A« 

lirst, the 12th of September, to that of the 3<1, 

ivherein he "brags of curing more than ninetyrnlae 

out of a hundred, the daily bills of mortality lose 

from 23 to 78 ! And, just aftef the last-mentioned 

inost impudpnt boast was made, four patients out 

tfsix died in his own house ! 

Upon your oaths now I ask you, is this fe}low a 
vain boaster^ or is he not ? 

2. The defendant called Poctor Rush a quack,-- 
And here, in order to make out the justification, it 
would be my duty to examine the meaning of the 
term ; but the good-natured advocates of the bteed* 
jing Doctor hav(S kipdly saved me that tfouble : they 
have most unfortunately taken the definition of 
Addison, and have stated a quack to be, " a boast-r 
^' ful pretender to physic ; one zcho proclaims i\isot0 
•" medical abilities and nostrums in public places'' 

Now, then, let us see, whether or not the DoC"? 
tor's conduct brings him up to this definition. 

During the whole of the Fever of 1793, and ixo^ 
that time to the Fever of 1797, he made no scruP^^ 
■^ to 
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to declare^ that none of the physicians, who did 
not follow his practice, ought to be trusted with 
the life of a patient. His lectures abound with his 
insolent pretensions to si4)eriority in medicine. No- 
torious is it that he has, all his life, been a pro- 
claimer of his own medical abilities -, but to come 
to something more specific : on the 12th of Sep- 
tember 1793, he published the following adver* 
tisement : 

. « DOCTOR RUSH, 

** Regretting that he is unable to comply with %\\ the calls 
** of bis fellow-citixens indisposed with the prevailing feyer, 
** recommends to them to take bis mercurial purggs, which 
** may now be had with suitable directions at most of the 
^ apothecaries, and to lose ten or twelve ounces of blood as 
^ toon as convenient after taking tbe*purgei$> if the headache 
** and fever continue —-When the purges do not operate speed!* 
'* \jp bleediug may now be used before they are taken. The almost 
^ umversai mcass with which it has pleased God to bless the remedies of 
^ strong mercurial purges and bleeding in this disorderiCXiMes Do6or 
" Rush to assure his fellow-citizens that there is no more danger 
** to be apprrl^ended from it when these remciUes have bfen 
** used ki its early stage, than there is from the measles or ip<p 
^ fluenza.— Doctor £ush assures his fellow-citizens farther* 
'' that the risk from visiting and attending the sick at present, 
*^ is not greater than from walking the streets. While the 
** disease was so generally mortal, or the successful mode oftreaimg 
** it only partially adopted, he advised his friends to leave the 
'' city ; at present he conceives this advice unnecessary, not only 
** because the disease is Mnder the power of medicine^ bat be- 
" cause the citizens who now wish to fly into the country can- 
" not avoid carrying the infection with them ; they had better 
" remain near to mescal aid, and avoid exciting the infection 
*« into action/* 

" Near to medical aid ;" that is, near to hzm.r^ 
It was safer to remain near him, though in the 
midst of pestilence, than be near any other phy- 
sician, though in the sweet air of the country ! 
Hiis advertisement is assuredly the most impudent 
that ever was published ; no Leicester-square quack 
ever equalled it. At the very time that Rush had 
the impiideace thus to tell tiie people, that there 

X 4 was 
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was no longer any danger, if they used his remedies ; 
at the very time that he was thus advising them not 
to leave the city, but fo remain near to medical aid; 
at the very time that he vvas blessing God for tlie al- 
wast universal successqfhis remedies ; the bills of mor- 
tality were daily increasing in a dreadful degree, 
On the day bef6re the above advertisement a{> 
peared, the number of deaths was twenty-three; 
and from that day they begai) to increase, and they 
went on increasing, until; at the end of one 
month after the infallible remedies had been in 
vogue, they had arisen from tzoenty-three to one 
hundred and nineteen. 

But it is the quacliish language of the advertise- 
ment which is at present the object of our examina- 
tion. It is absolutely impossible to read the Doc- 
tor's puff without observing the strict resemblance 
that it bears to what the Cockneys call the ^* Doc- 
tor's Bills.'* Thedefendanthas compared Rush'spuffs 
to the puff of Spilsbunjy and this has been made a 
charge against him. But hear Doctor Spilsbury, and 
Jhen say, if you can, that the comparison is not just. 

** We congratutafe onr feVonv-creaium, in having it in their 
** power to get relieved from the most unpleasant complaints in- 
•* cident to human nature, such as the scurvy, gout, rheumatism, 
V evil, ulcers, and other disorders arising from impurities cftk 
•* Moo(i, indigestion, &c. by taking Spilsbury *s Antiscorbutic 
'* Drops, a medicine well known upwards of twenty-six years 
** for having perforrped more extraordinary cures than any 
•* other ever invented, and whose repute has reached the remotest 
*' corners of fhe universe, every nation bearing grateful testi- 
•' mony of its pminent virtues : how happy therefore is it for 
'* the inhabitants of this island, that they can supply themselves 
** with a medicine which, should they navel lo any part of the 
** globe, will secure them from the tatal consequences that too 
** often attend the above complaints.** 

The defendant has called this a puff e//ual to Dr. 
Rush's, and if there be any untruth in his words, it 
is because Spilsbury's puff is inferior to that o{ 
Hush J for surpass it, it certainly does not. . 

Still, 
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Still, however, clearly to establish the quackery^ 
the man must not only boast about his medical abi- 
lities and the virtue ot his nostrums, but he must do 
this in public places. That Rush's boastings were 
heard in all the streets of Philadelphia is notorious, 
anfd it is also notorious, that the above boasting 
Advertisement, as well as several others of a like na- 
ture, were published in all the iietaspapers. It i* 
notorious that they were besides printed on hand- 
bills, given away in the apothecaries* shops, handed 
about the streets, and stuck upon the walls, houses, 
and public pumps ! 

Is not this man " a boastful pretender to physic, 
** one who proclaims his- own medical abilities and 
^^ nostrums in public places .^" And, if this be 
quackery, I ask you upon your consciences, if you 
have any, whether Rush is or is not a quack*? 

3. Mr. Cobbett is charged with calling Dr, Rush 
Sangrado.—^To call a man Sangrado is nothing; 
but. Gentlemen, you have been told by the learned 
Harper and the more learned Ingersol, who, it 
would seem, have both studied Gil Bias, *' that 
" this Sangrado was a quack damned to everlasting 
" fame," and that, therefore, to call Dr. Rush San- 

* The' Adv«rtisemeat8 of the retailers of hit nostrum must 
0Ot be forgotten. 

'* Dr. Y{}is\i% pelebratcd mtTcm\2\ purging an4 sweating pow- 
" ders for preventing and curing the prevailing putrid rever, 
•* may be had carefully prepared, ivitb proper lUreciums, at Bettoo 
f* and Harrisons, No. 10, Soulh Second- street." 

" Dr. Rush's mercurial sweating purge for the yellow fever, 
" may be had carefully prepared, wiib the Doctor^ Srectiofis, aD4 
'• sold by William Delany, druggist and chemist. &c." 

" Dr. Rush's mercurial sweating powder for the yellow feytr^ 
?f yviih printed directions t^xci^zxfi^. and &old by permissiqa, by Gold* 
>< thwait and Baldwin, chemists and druggists, &c." 

Now, reader, if you had met with these advertisements in a 
newspaper, without having any previous knowledge of the par* 
ties concerned, should you not have set this RaiSi down for 'a 
potent quack ? I ara sure you would. 

gradoj^ 
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grado^ is to call him a qtiuck. Were this correct, 
the charge would be already answered, but it is not 
m. Poor Sangrado was> accordingly to the defini- 
tion of Rush's advocates, no quack ; for he did not 
" proclaim his own medical abilities and nostrums 
*^ m public places ;" and, therefore, the word San* 
grado, as applied to Rush, was no slander- 
Bo t, Gentlemen of the Jury, the defendant is a 
candid satirist ; he will, in no case, seek for safety 
under the leeward side of the law. Whether the 
word Sangrado be slanderous or not, he wili allow 
you to assess damages against him for the applica- 
tion of it, if he cannot prove to you that that appli- 
cation was ^iij/. 

Eminent men are frequently called by the names 
of other eminent men^ who have lived informer 
times, or in other nations. It is a figure of rhetoric, 
which every one is at liberty to make use of. Thus^ 
Tom Paine is called the ff at Tyl^r of the present 
age ; Franklin is called the Zanga of Boston i and 
Sr. Rush is called the American Sangrado, All 
that a writer has to do^ to justify, either in a court 
of criticism or a court of law, the use of such a 
figure, is, to prove that the great man, whom he 
has designated by the name of another, bears such 
a rescmbknce to that other as the tcnour of the 
words does evidently imply. 

What sort of resemblance, then, do Mr, Cofb- 
bett's words imply between Dr. Rush and Dr. San- 
grado ? Do they tend to produce a belief that the 
'American resembles the Spaniard in his penon/B 
his genend €haraitei\ or in his medical opimMi 
practice^ and fame? Most assuredly the resemblance 
was meant to exist in the latter respect only; fof 
Dr. Sangrado is described as ** a talU meagre^ p^^ 
^' m€Uh who had kept the shears of Clotho em- 
ployed during forty years at least, and who was? 

<* in 
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** in spite of all his vanity and presampticn^ a 
^^ right ninrtf/* .** 

It being evident, then, that the defendant meant 
a resembhnc^ in the medical opinions, practice, 
and fame of these two celebrated physicians, it 
only remains for me to prove to you. Gentlemen, 
that the words, expressing such a resemblance^ 
were founded in t7^uth. Here are the two pictures; 
examine them yourselves. 



DOCTOR SAN6RADO. 

f Extracts frtm Gil Bias.) 
|. ** His opiDioQS were ex- 
fffmely singular'* 



2, ** Sangrado sent me for 
^' a surgeon, whom he ordered 
*' to take from my master six 
*• good porringirsrf blood I When 
^ this was done he ordered the 
^ surgeon to return in three 
'* hours and take as much more, 
" and to repeat the same eva- 
!* cuation the next day V* 



* 3. This bleeding, Sangra- 
•• do said, was to supply the 
" want of perspiration. So when 
** I came to practise, says Gil 
" Bias, being asked by an old 
" woman what was the matter 
' with her daughter, I told 
^ her, with great gravity, that 

• the illness proceeded from 

* the patient's want of pers- 

•* pi- 



DOCTOR R08H. 

1. Singularity of opinum, in 
every thing, is his boast j for 
instance, his plan of a fgace- 
office to supply the place of a 
KVarqjffuii and his taking the 
cure of diseases out of the 
hands of physicians to put it 
into those of the people. 

2. " I bled my patients 
'* twice, and a few three times 
" a-dqy ! I preferred frequent 
*' and small, to large bleedings 
'< in the beginning of Sep* 
*' tember; b^t towards the 
*' height and close of the epi* 
<* demicy I saw no inconve- 
** nience from the loss of a 
*' pint, and even twenty ounces 
" of blood at a timer 

RUSH OW TBL. FBV. 93. 

3. '' From the influence of 
" early pnrging and bleeiGng 
" in ffomottng sweat in the 
'* yellow fever, there can be 
*' little doubt, but the efforts 
** of nature to unload the sys- 
** tem in the plague through 
" the bores, might be accele- 
** rated by the use of the same 
*' remedies. A profuse sweat 

'* cannot 



* If l^ush had sitten for this pi^^re, it could not have been 
fown ipore iil&e him. 
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*• p»ratioD, and tnat, of con- 
** se<|uenoe, she mast be spee- 
** dily blooded, that evacuation 

" he'mg the only substitute fi)T 
^' f€T5ftratiml\ 



4. *' Not bkt'd in a dropsy r 
sattd he; '' thc^ patient in a 
♦• dropsy should be blooded 
^ crcry day." 

^. " Sangrado said, it is a 
•* grMS error, Master Martin 
•* Onez, to think that blood 
** isr necessary for the prcserva- 
•* tion of life-, a patient cannot 
•• Ic b-loadcd toa muchT 



6. ** Dr. Sangrado said to 
•• i»e, I have a regard for 
•* thee, Gil Bias [a/w^%], 
♦♦ and will immediatrly dis- 
' •• clo^ft to iliee the whole ex- 
•* it-nt of that salutary art 
»• which 1 have professed for 
'• so many years. Other phy- 
f' sMiiatts rr>ake this consist in 
** the knowledge of a ihou- 
•f saud diJferent sciences J but 
•• 1 intend to go a shorter way 
"■ to work, and spare thee the 
f* irouble of studying phar- 
•* noiicy, anatomy, botany, and 
** phytic. Know, my friend, 
** all iliat is rt-cjuircd is to 
f* B^lad the patients, and make 
*^ tlxcmdiink warm water! This 
f« is. iLl* sccrt't of curing all the 
" di>>terppers iqcident to man. 
f Yes r that wonderful secret 
" wiiich I reveal to thee, and 
f* which nature, impenetrable 
«' to 



DR. KUSR. 

" cannot fail of waisting mayry 
" pounds of the fluids of the 
*• body. To corrtspomd m quan- 
" tity ^'itb the discharge from 
" the skin, hhad'htting should hi 
** copious.** 

RUSH. ON Y£L. F£V. 

4. Rush has frequeotly 
astounded the physicians of 
Philadelphia by recommend- 
ing bleeding in the dropsy. 

5. *' You shduW bleed 
*' your patients almost to death, 
*' at hast to fainting** Tliis 
is an extract which Rush gives 
from a letter of poor old Ship- 
pen, and calls it "the triumph 
"* of reason over the formalities 
" of medicine." 

6. Dr. Ru«ih saj'sj '^All the 
" knowledge that is necessary 
*' to discover when blood-lett- 
*' ing- is proper, might be 
'* taught to a hoy or' girl of 
♦^ t^Ut:lve years old, in a few 
" hours. I taught it in less 
** time to several persons 
** [riie two negroes for iu- 
** stance] during tlie preva- 
" lenre of our late epidemic. 
" We teach a hundred things 
** in our schools less useful, 
•* and many ijiin^s more diffi^ 
'* cuU, than the knowledge 
" that would be necessary lo 
•* cure a yellow fever or the 
'* plague. — For a long while 
•? the elements themselves were 
'* dealt out by physicians with 
•* a sparing Hand. They pos- 
" sessed a monopoly of many 
" artificial remedies; but a 
^< new order of taxings is rising 

*' in 
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DR. SANGRAnO; 

•* to my brethren, hath not 
•* been able to hide from my 
*• researches, is coniained in 
^* these two points, of plcnii- 
** fill bleeding and frequent 
** draughts of water. J have 
** nothing more to impart ; 
*' diou kuowest physic to the 
'* very bottom/* 

7. •' I have published a hook, 
*• said Sangrado, in which I 
*' have extolled the use of 
** bleeding, and would you 
" have roe decry my own 
•* work? Oh, .nol replied I, 
** you must not give your ene- 
'* raies such a triumph over 
** you 5 it would ruin your re- 
" putation ; perish rather the 
" nobility, clergy, and peo- 
-' pic!" 



8. ** My master had re- 
course to physicians, and 
sent for Dr. Sangrado, whom 
all Valladolid looked upon 
as ujiolb^r Hippocrates" 



DR. feU«H. 

'' ID medicine as well as in 
" government. The time mint 
•' and will, come, when the 
*' general use of calomel, ja- 
" liip, and the lancet, 'shall 
'* be considered amongst tlie 
" most essential articles of the 
" knowledge and rights of 
'^ man." 

7. Rush also has pnhltshii 
a hook, and in that book lie 
has said : " I was part of a 
** little circle of physicians, 
" who hod associated them- 
" selves in Support of the ne^jo 
" remedies. — This circle would 
" have been broken by my 
** quitting the city. Under 
*' these circumstances, it pleas- 
** ed God to enable me to re- 
** ply to one of the letters thiC 
" urged ray retreat from the 
'* city, that I liad resolved to 
** stick to niy principles t my prac^ 
" /;Vr, and my patients, U the 
*' last extremity r 

8. " Look. at the conduct 
" of Dr. Rush," said pleader 
Hnpkin-<on, •* and say if it 

" did not not ressernkk thai f 
'* Hippocrates,'' 



Now, Gentlemen, what think you of the reseqj 
blance? Dr. Sangrado is a man of singula?* opl- 
nions ; so is Dr. Rush. Dr. Sangrado draws bloody 
porringer after porringer ^ Dr. Rush, pint after pint. 
Dr. Sangrado employs copious bleedings to supply 
the ivant of perspiration ; so docs Dr. Rush. ITiey 
both reconunend bleeding in the dropsy. Dr. Sao- 
grado says that it is a gross error X6 think tliat blood 
is necessary to the preservation of life; Dr. Rush 

"* cajh 
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calls it the triumph of reason to prescribe bhedlng 
\ almost ta death. Dr< Sangrado sends 3,Jbotf>oy, ^ 
liartffny^ to bleed and drench the citizens of Valla* 
[ilotid; Dr. Rush qualities «e^roe.f and old toonicn to 
lt»lced and purge those of Pluladelpliia^ I)n San- 
■rrada has written a book > so has Dr, Rush 5 and 
Ifliey both resolve ia slick fo their principles and prac- 
\iiceio t/ttiasi exiri*miiif. Dr. Sangrado is called, by 
rhis cotemporaries^ the Hippocrafes of Spain 5 Dr. 
flush's cotemporarics call him the Ilippoeraics of 
\J*e?ms^lvaiua.'**'Thi^ only shade of difference is in 
[their practice ; the American employs doses of 
rmercury and jaJap, while tlie Spaniard contents 
[himself with draught:? of warm water 5 and, I be* 
ieve^ you will contess, that the latter is, at leasts 
innocent as the former. 

But, Gentlemen of the Jury, there needed no 
such laboured comparison > to prove to you that the 
name of Sangrado was fairly applicable to the plain- 
tiff You know, Gentlemen, that Dr. Rush has 
erected his bkedi?ig system upon the opinions of 5^ 
tuUus^ a French physician, whose name he mentions 
with great applause in page S30 of his Account of 
the Yellow Fever. This Bolalhts endeavoured to 
introduce the practice of excessive bleedings which 
was condemned by the Faculty of Medicine at 
Paris; and you well know, that the practice of his 
American tollow^er was honoured with something 
very much like condemnation by the College of 
Physicians at Philadelphia. But the most curious' 
fact is, that Le Sage introduced the character ot 
Smigrada into the novel of Gil Blass for the express 
purpose ol ridiculing this very Botallus ! I have 
carefully examined the biography of Le SagCj and 
I can no where find that he was sued or prosecuted 
by bleeder Batatlus : so that the master in blood 
must have been of a more meek and forbearing dis^ 
position than the disciple, or the liberty of the 

press 
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press, in the " dark ages," under a French mo- 
narch, must have been greater than it is, even in 
" these enlightened days," under the sovereign 
people of America. 

The fourth and last charge preferred against the 
defendant is, that he has said that Dr. Busk slew 
HIS PATIENTS. The passage from Porcupine's Ga- 
zette, on which this charge is founded, runs thus : 
** Dr. Rush, in that emphatical style which is pecu- 
•* liar to himself, calls mercury the Sampson of me- 
** dicine. In his hands, and in those of his parti- 
** sans, it may, indeed, be compared to Sampson ; 
** for I verily believe, they have slain more Ameri- 
** cans with it, than ever Sampson slew of the 
** Philistines. The Israelite slew his thousands, 
*' but the Rushites have slain their tens of thou- 
'* sands." 

r'^Trhe pleaders for Rush have told you, that this is 
accusing him of murder, \liovr unfair this con- 
; struction is ; what a shamerul perversion it is of the 
i defendanf s meaning, must be evident to every msat 
of common understanding*. I can hardly believe 
that it can ever be the duty of advocates to tie iii 
this impudent manner (for wilful misconstruction is 
lying), and, when they do, I am certain that jurors 
ought not to give any weight to what they say ; 
much less ought they to affect to look upon sueh 
barefaced falsehoods as truths. Jurors should re- 
collect, that they are sworn to decide according to . 
the conviction which is produced in their own 
minds ; and when they do not act up to the spirit 
of this oath, they will in vain seek tor a justifica- 

* Shaipcful as the perversion was, however, wc sb^U see, by 

and by, that the Judge gave into it, and aduaUy Told the Juiy 

\ that 1 had accused the Doctor of mttrdering bis patients, thougfa 

\ the word murder was not to be found in any of the exprestiont 

\ laid in the declaration, 

1 tion 
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tion in the assertions from the bar, or even from 
the bench, 

Unwilling to trust to one interpretation of the 
words on which this charge is founded, the Rushite 
counsel have asserted, i . That these words accuse 
Dr. Rush of killing people ivith deadly zceajxfns; 
and, 2. That they accuse him of killing people with 
liis physic. — I shall consider them separately. 

Take the passage above quoted from Porcupine's 
Gazette, strip it of its figurative quality, insist upon 
its being literally understood, make it jxjsitive in- 
stead of doubtful, and then cut it up into simple 
sentences, considering each as having been made 
me of detached from all the rest; after having thus 
Htraincd, twisted, garbled, and gutted the writing 
of the defendant, I will allow, that something like 
an accusation of killing people with deadly zveapons 
may be made out. But it is not thus that a man's 
words are to be treated ; his person and estate are 
not to be brought into jeopardy by such miserable 
pettifogging interpretations: pitiful, indeed, would 
DC the liberty of speech and of the press, were 
every sentence liable to a judicial criticism of this 
sort. No, no ; the Coynmon Lazv of England (which, 
as I observed before, is, in this case, the law of 
America) encourages no such uncandid, no such li- 
tigious proceeding. That law, I had almost said 
that holy laWy which is the result of the researches 
of wisclom actuated by the spirit of justice ; that 
law, which, while it has clad good character in a 
coat of mail, has thrown a shield before the body 
of the critic, the satirist, and the public censor; 
that law tells you, that the words, on which an ac- 
tion of slander is grounded^ shall be understood 
neither in their bast sense nor their ziwrst sense^ but 
" that the words shall be taken in- the same sense 
*' as they would be underst(X)d by those who hear 
" or read them, and fot that purpose all the words 

ought 
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'' ought to be taken together."— -fe^ BuUet^'s Nisi 
Prius, p. 4. 

Now, Gentlemen of the Jury, casting behind 
you the base misconstructions by which you have 
been led astray, and taking the law for your guide, 
go once more over the words of Mr. Cobbett. 
*' Dr. Rush," says he, " in that emphatical style 
** which is peculiar to himself, calls mercury the 
^^ Sampson of medicine. In his hands, and in those 
*^ of his partisans, it may, indeed, be justly com-. 
** pared to Sampson ; for I verily believe that they 
** have slain mote Americans with it, than ever 
^* Sampson slew of the Philistines. The Israelite 
^^ slew his thousands, but the Rushites have slain 
" their tens of thousands." 

What, on your oaths 1 ask ydu, do you, upon 
hearing these words, understand the writer to 
mean.? Sholud you, had you read this passage in 
a foreign newspaper, have conchided that this Dr. 
Rush was in the habit of killing people with deadly 
zveapons? No, no, Gentlemen ; you would have 
drawn no such conclusion ! you would have thought 
he wa$ a man, who, with his disciples, follow- 
ed a very bold and dangerous systeni of medi- 
cine, and you would have thought nothing more. 
You would have looked upon him as a deceived, 
an ignorant, and, perhaps, an obstinate man ; but 
you would have attached to his actions no idea of 
criminality ; and I beg you to observe well, that it 
is for accusing him with criminal killing that you 
are, on this count of the declaration, called upon 
to give a verdict against the defendant : should 
you comply with the request, the future fate of 
your characters need not be foretold. 

But, Gentlemen, I will,- for a moment, suppose 
the words to imply killing with deadly weapons y and 
^ven upon that supposition, I maintain that they 

VOL. XI. X are 



312 THE RUSH-LIGHT. No. 111. 

are not acrionabic ; and, of course, that they ought 
to make nothing against the defendant. 

In the first place, they are too indefinite with 
respect to the persons: Dr. Rush is confounded 
with a numerous class, called the Rushites; and 
the persons killed are neither named nor described. 
The law is extremely scrupulous on these points, 
and positively rejects every thing that has only an 
imaginary existence. For an action of slander to 
lie, ort account of an accusation of killings the 
words must not only evidently apply to the plaintiff 
as the killer, but, in a case like the present, it must 
also appear, that the persons said to be killed are 
actnalhf dead^ for instance, if I say to either of you, 
" Thou hast poisoned A. B. and it shall cost me 
^ 100/. but I will hang thee: ho action will lie for 
** these words, without proof being prodiiced fy the 
** plamtijfy that A. B. is actually dead'' — See RcMe's 
Abridgmenty vol. i. p. 77. — ^Thus, you see, though 
the killer and the killed are clearly designated^ fte 
law rejects the action, because the death is not 
proved. 

But, Gentlemen, suppose the Doctor were to 
pull out a list of his patients for some years past; 
suppose he were to point to the populous grave- 
yards of this unfortunate city, and say. These are 
the people that the defendant has accused me of 
killing with deadly weapons ; and suppose ytJu 
should be convinced of the truth of his assertion, 
still the action will not lie j unless it be evident 
that Mr. Cobbett meant, that these people were 
killed crimifiallyy and to ascertain this, aU the 
words must be taken together. For instance, if I 
say, " Mr. Harper is a thief y' and if I stop tfiere, 
an action will lie against me ; but, if I say, f* Mr* 
" Harper is a thief y FOft he has stolen the tltmlghts, 
^* the wordsy the.expressionSy the sentences ^ and ecett 
** whole paragraphs^ front Monsieur Mallet du Purh 
y *' ad 



" and dressed them up into a speech for Congress/* no 
aetioh will lie for these iVords, 1 . Because the latter 
part of the words are satisfactorily explanatory of 
the former; arid, 2. Because the words taken all 
together do not accuse Mr. Harper of any crime, 
but merely of a little of what tlie law calls irover 
and conversiouy and what, in the critic^s court, fc 
called piagiarism.^-^A case more in point, however, 
is to be found in Rollers Abridgment, vol. i* p. ^2, 
where it is said : " If a man says of J. S. As soon 
" as Bu^he hddkilUd Smith, hd came t6 J. S.andtol^ 
" hhn, how he had killed Smithy and J. S. gave Eushe 
** numejj to ship him away /' the law says, Gentle- 
men, that no action will lie for tiiis accusation, 
though Srtiith be provdd to ht d^ad-j " For," says 
the learned Reported, " the word kill is too g6» 
** neral, and a man may kill another in his own de- 
** fence, &C; without committing any crime." And 
if the word kiU does not imply criminality in thel 
act, how much less does th6 word slajf, which is, 
now-a-days, exclusively appropriated to narratives 
of battles, and is never employed as a substitute for 
murder or assassination, whereis, to kill some- 
times is. 

This is, however, only a waste of time 5 fof you 
never can have believed that the defendant meant 
to accuse Dr. Rush of criminalhf putting thousand^ 
tad tens of thousands of Americans to de^th. Th^ 
suggestion is an insult to common sense, and a dis- 
grace to the Judges who have suffered you to listen 
to it* 

The other construction put upoii the words of the 
defendant is more reasonable ; to wit: That he 
has accused Dr. Rush 6} killing his patients tvith his 
remedies. — ^The words, taken all together, do i&t 
warrant this construction; but, admit that,thcf 
do, stiil they are not actionable, notwithstanding^ 
the atsertion of the /^ani^In^ersoi* Thi« man has 
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lotd you, that he has ** an authority^ for this ass?P 
tion, I wbh he had told you xchat authorit^^ it was. 
Perhaps it was Governor (sometime Chief Justice) 
M'Kcan ! If so, I applaud his prudence in keep*j 
ing the name to himsclt. The authority to which I 
shall a]ipeal, is of a different stamp. — ** A roan says 
*' of a physician, lie ha fit killed J, S. in the Old 
** Javry with pfnpii^ zchick pht/xie ivds apUt, and Dr\ 
** Jikifis a fid Dr. Fiub/Jmrnf /he vomil in his mauiiu'* 
— lliis is no vafjue charge ; the meaning of the * 
words is by no means dubious ; the defendant does j 
not, like Mr. Cobbett^ speak in figurative language, ^ 
»nd qualify his assertion with a phrase expressive of , 
ytu crtainty \ the accusation is to be literally under- 
stoiKh it is clear, direct^ with the circumsitaiices of 
niatinerj time^ and place. Yet, says my authoritj% 
'* no action will lie for these words; for ifaphysi-] 
** cian gives medicines or drugs to his patient, with ^ 
** an intent to recover him from his sickness, though ' 
** the patient die afterhaVing taken them, still the phy- 
" sician is not punishable, so long as it does not ap- 
'* pear that he gave the medicineSj knowing them I 
** tu be contrary to the nature of the disease. If the 
" man had said, that the phipician killed J. 6\ xviih 
" mcdirineSy which he administered^ kfiorvin^ them to 
" be contrary to the nature of the disease^ an action 
" wfaild have lain tor these words /'^ — See BoUe's 
/Ihridiimentj vok i, p, 71. 

This, Gentlemen of the Jury, is the language 
of the common law of England, and give me kave 
to say, that It is also the language of reason ; for it 
would be absurd to suppose that an action of slan- 
der is to be avoided by circumlocutory phrases j by 
saying in many words what might be said in few. J 
And If no speech and no writhig is to be made use 
of, which can be fairly construed to mean that a 
physician has killed his patient by his remedies, 
then 1 sa)^j that all controversy about modes of cure 
- ' " ■ ' mus>t 
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must froDfi henceforth cease ; for it is absoluldy im- 
possible to speak with disapprobation of a physician's 
practice, without making use of such words as will, 
directly or indirectly, imply, that he has killed kis 
patiefits with his remedies. Dr. Brickell, for instance, 
in remonstrating against the treatment of General 
Washington by Doctors Craik and Dick, has these 
words : " Thus do we see, by their own statement, 
^^ that they drew from a man in tlie sixtyrjiinth year 
*^ of his age, the enormous quantity or eighty-twp 
*' ounces, or above twp quarts and an half of blood, 
** in about thirteen hours. Very few of the most 
" robust young men in the world could survive such 
*^ a loss of blood ; but the body of an aged person 
" must be so exhausted, and all his powers so weak- 
*^ ened by ity as to make his death speedy and inevi- 
*^ table. Here the effect foUowed i/^ ('ause precisely : 
" the physicians soon observed the powers of life 
*' yielding ; a loss of speech ; and that he expired 
" without a struggle ! The excessive bleedirig had 
*' left him no strength to struggle! /" 

5fow, Gentlemen, follow the rule laid down by 
the law^ take all Dr. Brickcirs words together, and 
you will, at once, perceive, that he charges these 
physicians with killjjig General Washington with 
their remedies, tjc tells them, that the blood they 
took from their patient rendered his death inevitable; 
he says that their bleeding was tlie cause of his death; 
and that the e'lre^^^/r^ bleeding left him no strength to 
struggle xvith. But, are these not truths ? And 
shall this, or any other man, be prevented from 
speaking and publishing these salutary truths ? 
Shall he be harassed and prosecuted ; shall he be 
muzzled, gagged, or fined to his ruin, because he 
has had public spirit enough to promulgate truths 
so necessary to the preservation of even the lives of 
the people ? and all this merely because the pro- 
mulgation tends to diminish the practice and pro- 
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fits of a second Sangrado and his bleeding disc 
pics ? The law sap. No ! Reason turns with dJ 
gust from the absurdity ; Justice grasps her sword, 
and Liberty revolts* at tfie presumptuous, the ty- 
ranmcal position ! 

Having now, Gentlemen of the Jury* complelely 
justified the words of the defendant, by establish^ 
mg the truth of those which are, In themseh'es, 
actionable^ and by proving that those, the tnith of 
which does not admit of positive proof, are^ in n^ 
sense, actionablej it is not a duty incumbent on me 
to show, that none of them were published with a 
malicions intent : the charge of falsehood |>eing dis- 
proved, that of malice falls of course. But, Gen-f 
tiemen, witnesses have been produced to make you 
bejieve that private malice, and not public good, 
was the basis of the publications ; and the defend- 
ant, strong in the purity of his motives, and indig- 
nant at the reproach with which he has been as- 
sailed, instructs me to repel the ungrateful insmur 
atton. 

The three witnesses, to whom you have been 
Jistening, are all physicians (as they have the po- 
liteness to call themselves) of the school of Rush j 
two of them were his pupils, and, 1 trust, no one 
of the three would have been admitted to give evi- 
dence, in a similar case, in any other court in the 
world i seeing that each of them, in proportion to 
jthe extent of his practice, is as deeply interested in 
the result of this trial, as the plaintiff himself. 
Observe, Gentlemen, that, vi-hen Mr* Cobbett 
speaks of the deadly effects of the system of de- 
plietion, be does not say, that Jiusk has slain *^ his 
^' thousands and tens of thousands,** but that die 
^^ Eiishifes'' (that is, all those who foljow this fatal 
system) ?^ have slgin their tliousands and tens of 
^* thousands j" so that the persons who have been 
admitted to give evidence, are^ virtually, joint 
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plaintiffs in the cause ! It was ktely decided by 
the Judges in this very court, that no inhabitant of 
Philadelphia should be admitted to give evidence 
against persons charged with the transgression of 
the law prohibiting the erection of wooden builds 
in^s ; because, living in the same city where the 
building had been erected, he might possibly t)^ 
interested ii^ the result of the triak And if this 
was good ground for exception, how much better 
is the ground for exceptmg to the evidence of 
♦* Rush^tes*' in the present case ? And yet this 
evidence is admitted ! Is this your impartiality ? 
Blush, Americans, for your tranquil submission! 

But, Gentlemen of the Jury, you have, how» 
ever, heard this evidence, and therefore I shall, for 
the reasons before stated, endeavour to remove the 
impression it may have produced. 

The first of these witnesses is James Mease *, 
He has told you, that, about six months after this 
action was commenced, he heard the defendant 
say, speaking of Dr. Rush i ^(l>a7?m hbrij he had 
** better zvithdraw his suit, or I ivill persecute him y 
^* t^ile living, and his memory after his death.^\\ 

^ * Besides the interest^ which these men had in common with 
Bush, they each of them had si private gnidge against m% which 
will clearly account for their volunteering in the business, and 
for their treachery in divulging private conversations. Mease's 
conduct at the Island was very severely, though very justly, 
treated in Porcqpine's Gazette j and it will be reipembered, that 
^ hated nie for refusing to p'ublish his base and assassin -liHe at- 
tack on poor sottish MifHin. If the man who reads this note, 
has not read the first number of the Rush- Light, I beg him to 
tarn to it, where he will see recorded an act of this Mf^ase, sur- 
passing in ingratitude, in treachery, in cowardly black-hearted 
malice, apy thing ever imputed even to the inhabitants of the 
Infernal regions. And, when he has read this, let him recollect, 
that this Mease is the pupiJ, the dear friend, and one of the trumpets 
of Rush, who, in his Account of the Yellow Fever of 179^ » 
blessed God for preserving the young man's " precious life 1" 
iBac)i> pr ne^rl^r such^ are all his friends, 
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The plain truth of the matter is this : Mr. Cobbett 
went to the Island, where Mease vizs kinfi^-Robin- 
son Crusoe, along with an English captain, who 
had some business with a sick sailor. While the 
captain was gone to the hospital^ Mease asked Mr. 
Cobbett into his apartment, brought out a bottle of 
wine, and gave him a pressing invitation to dinner. 
ITie invitation was declined, but two or three 
glasses of wine were drunk, and a conversation, 
•of the rallying bantering kind, took place; and, 
as it is impossible to be with a Rushitc tor a quarter 
ot an hour, without being pestered with an eulo- 
glum on the fraternity und the aborninable reme- 
dies they employ. Rush and his lawsqit soon be- 
came the topic. Mr. Cobbett certainly did, on 
this occasion, as on many others, make use of 
words strongly expressive of his resentment at 
Rush's insolent and vexatious appeal to the law, 
and he well remembers threatening to make him re- 
pent of it ; but, as to damning him, he utterly de- 
nies it ; for, though he has to atone for too many 
sins of this sort, he is certain that he never so for 
degraded a curse as to bestow it on Rush. And, 
with respect to his saying, that he would persecute 
his mtmoni qftvr his death, the thing is absolutely 
incredible : he might as reasonably have threatened 
to persecute the memory of a butterfly or maggot, 
" Can the Bush'" says Job, " grow up without 
" mire ? Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not 
" (7^/ doxcn, it xoitherc'th before any other kerb.'' Upon 
reading these words, one is tempted to believe, that 
the holv seer really hiid the Pennsylvanian Hippo^ 
crates in his eye ; for, though he is yet in his green-i 
ness, thouo-h he is still ^live, his fame has perish- 
ed of itself; it is withered and dead. 

However, Gentlemen, what degree of credit so 
ever you mny be inclined to give to the testimony 
of physician AJcase, though you should believe that 
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the defendant uttered the words precisely as the 
witness has stated, as you must remember, that 
these words were uttered eight months after the 
suit was commenced ; and that they cannot tend to 
establish the malice imputed to the publications, for 
which this action is brought, because they express 
resentment against Rush for his conduct subsequcfU 
to those publications. 

r'^Tlie nextjif the volunteer witnesses is Johii Red- 
(man Coxe. He tells you. Gentlemen, that, on the 
2d of October 1797, which was some weeks after 
this action was commenced, he was in Mr. Cob- 
bett's house*, and that he there heard him say, 
that " he did not believe he should have said so 
" viuch on bleeding or mercurials if Dr. Rush had 
*^ not been the founder of the system/'J\ By the 



* Yes, this subaltern Sangrado did really come to my house 
about this time, and did very earnestly intercede with me in 
behalf of his preceptor; and, by the same token, I remember 
that he presented me a list of the physicians of Philadelphia, 
whom he very strenuously persuaded me to lampoon ! Upon 
this list were the names of Khun, Wistar, Parke, and several 
others; and the base accusation, which be wished me to prefer 
against the.?.'- re'^pecUible gentlemen and truly eminent physician-?, 
was, that they hail deserted the poor in the hour nf distress, ihati 
which nothing would have been more false and malicious, or 
would have produced against the parties more public odium and 
reproach. *' Davimc,'* said the little bleeder, *' shoot one of 
*' your quills at them : you'll set IFistar dancing viady and 
" hes a sly democrat'' I resisted this eloquent solicitation. 1 
felt no inclination to set Doctor Wistar dancing mad : for, whiit, 
ever might be his political opinions, he kept them to liimstlf; 
and I had always heard, that he was a man of great private 
worth. 

Such are the pupils^ the friends^ and the witnesses of Rush ! 
Such are the fellows, who have the impudence to come forward 
in a court of justice, and accuse me of underhand malice. [ 
Happy would it have been for them, had they been yet unborn. 
Their great leader will sink, and will drag them all down with 
him to the bottom of the mire. 

little 
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? The last of this goodly trio of betrayers of pivate 
conversation is William Detoees*, 

And here, Gentlemen, J shall, lor the first time, 
take the liberty to deviate, for one moment, frorh*^ 
iny subject, in order to give you son^e idea of the 
character of the father of this witness. This is fully 
wiarranted by the manner in which the action has 
been attempted to be supported by the Rushite 
pleaders, who have not only loaded th^e character 
of the defendant himself with every species of ca-r 
lumny, but Ij^ve most shamefully slandered his 
honest parents, by asserting that he is " a wretch 
^^ cast up from the slinie of mankind." That thi? 
is false you wel} kijow, and that it merits that re- 
taliation which truth can inflict you cannot deny. 
The gin-shop pedigree of the plaintiff you are all 
acquainted with ; something very pretty might be 
said about the relations and the descendants of the 
two first witnesses. Mease and Coxe\ -y and the 

* Il^ave shown that the other two witnesses had a private 
gradge against me, and that Dewees had also, the reader will be 
convinced, when he is told tl^ the following article appeared m 
Porcupine*! Gazette. 

" Another Puff." 

(From the New-Yoj-k Gazette.) 

" Messrs. M'Kean and Lang> 

*' A Philadelphian now in New- York was yesterday sorry to 
f* gee the able and useful Physician^ Doctor Dewees, in this 
f* city, l^nowing that his absence from Philadelphia will prove a 
" serious, loss to the afflicted of that place. 

" Sunday Morning, Sept. 17, 1797." 

This article, which was, most probably, sent to the New- 
York Gazette by the ♦* able and useful physician himself,'* was 
inserted in my paper immediately after my comments on one of 
Rush's most impudent puffs. This is the way they have gone on 
all over t^e country. Tliere is not a single member of the fra*- 
temity who is not a puffer. 

f This is " high matter,** and will fo|rm a sepaiat^ and most, 
curious article in the Rush-Light. 

following 
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following account of the progenitor of Dewees 
seems necessary to complete the genealogy. 

The modesty or this " able and useful physician" 
never suffered him, I dare say, to suppose that the 
fame of his ancestor was recorded in history ; and I 
have no doubt that he will feel himself obliged to 
me ior acquainting him with the fact. Mr, Smythy 
who was a British officer, confined as a prisoner of 
war in the gaol of Pliiladelphia, during the revo- 
lution, and who afterwards published an account of 
his treatment, speaks thus of the father of the wit- 
ness : 

" -:V11 this time the gaoler charged us at an ex- 
" travagant rate for diet, fire, and candle, besides 
" an allowance that he received from the Congress 
** for that purpose ; by which means he extorted 
" every farthing of money from us, as far as our 
'* credit then would go. But being determined 
" not to rim in debt, I at length refused to pay him 
** any more than the Congress allowed, and was 
" obliged after this to subsist upon bread and water 
" alone during seven weeks. This gaoler's name 
" was Thomas DciceeSy as tyrannical, cruel, infa- 
** nious a villain as ever disgraced human nature." 
AUor Mr. Sin\ lb joined the Royal Army, became 
with it from the Head of Elk to Philadelphia. 
** On the morning,'' says he,'* " of the day that 
** adetachuKnt of tlie British army first entered 
** Philadelphia, a number of the Americans fell 
** into my hands, and amongst the rest Thomas 
'* Dtioecs, the cruel, tyrannical gaoler, under whose 
** iron talons I had suffered so long and severely. 
** As soon as this wretch found that I was the 
** officer commanding the party, his terror is not to 
•* be described, as he expected nothing less than 
" immediate death ; falling on his knees, he begged 
** for his life, and for mercy : I desired him to con- 
** sider what he merited from me. He acknow-' 
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" ledgedbe deserved nc^ither favour nor compas- 
*^ sion ; said that his orders respecting me had been 
" more rigorous than against any other, and owned 
" that he had executed them in their full severity ; but. 
" still most earnestly entreated forgiveness. I told 
" him that for the sake of his innocent wife and 
" children (for he had a large family), I would for- 
" give him, as he promised sincere contrition, and 
" proposed to take the oaths of allegia?ice to his 
" Majesty: this he readily performed; and had the 
*' audacity afterwards of applying to Earl Corn- 
** wallis to be appointed Deputy Provost Marshal 
** over the rebel prisoners in Philadelphia, in tlie 
" acccomplishment of which pursuit, however, he 
**' very justly failed*." 

Such is the account which history gives of the 
father. Now let us judge of the son, by the evi- 
dence which, in this trial, he has given with the 
intent ot establishing the charge of 7nalice agairft 
the defendant.A-The witness relates to you, that, 
being at the defendant's house in the month of 
January 1797 (nine months previous to the date of 
the publications, on which the action is grounded), 
he heard him reprobate the Eulogium on Ritten- 
house, which Rusli had just then delivered; and 
that, on this occasion, he heard the defendant say, 
that the Eulogium was " too republicans^ adding, 
** Damn him^ I xcill attack him for it.*] Hence,' 
Gentlemen, you are requested to believe, that the 
publications of September were no more than a ful- 
filment of the threat of January; and that Rush's 
system of bleeding w^as attacked from political mo- 

* See* Smyth's Tour in the TTvited St\tks. These ex- 
tracts are taken from vol. ii. p. 293 and 422. The work has 
long been in the Philadelphia library, and, has been sold in every 
city in the United States 
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tivcs, and not from any ofpinion that Ae defendant 
cntci tainctl of its dangerous cifects. rLcvi has toW 
Voiu that Mr. G)bbett never attackea the Doetor's 
jK)litics : " not a word," says he, *' was ever seen 
** upon that head : his attack was designed to be 
•* on a part more injurious to the nian ; he threatens 
•* in January, and executes in September. The 
** arrow was stuck in his side, he did not attempt 
" to draw it out at the moment, but he let it re- 
" main till a fit period for making it fel t.?\ 

When a small lawyer gets hold of^a figure of 
rhetoric, he uses it as aukwardly as a baby does at 
knife, sometimes seizing it by the handle and some- 
times by the blade, whilef the compassionate Jury 
sit trembling with anxiety for the consequences. 
Such, CJcntlemen, must have been your feelings 
whilst Hstehijig to the illustration or Levi. Bkit 
the nonsense or my little Moses's figure, palpable 
as it is, is not quite so palpable as its falsehood^ It 
is false, notoriouslif false, to say that Mr. Cabbett 
never attacked the Doctor's Eulogiam on Ritten- 
housc. He did attack it. Nor did the arroWy as 
the Israelite calls it, remain long to rankle in his 
wde. lie threatened in January 1797, and there! 
is not a man .'•aiongst you, who does not know, 
that in his Censor for the very .<anw month of Januaryy 
he put his threat into execution. Further: which 
of you has not read the last " Will and Testament 
" of Peter Porcupine/' published in March 1797 ? 
and which of you, then, does not kyiow^ that the 
Eulogium was there attacked a second time, pfe^ 
vious to the publishing of thef words laid in the 
declaration? The silly saris-culottish Eulogium 
was not only attacked, but was destroyed, and 
was, by the defendant and every body else, com- 
pletely forgotten long before the month of Septem- 
ber. 
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ber*. What then becomes of the support, which 
this part of the testimony of Dewees is intended to 
give to the charge of malice /*— How it dwindles 
and disappears ! 

The latter part of this man*s evidence is, like the 
former, merely presumptive, and, upon examina- 
tion, it will be found to be equally destitute of 
weight. But, Gentlemen, there is something else, 
of which, take it altogether, it is also destitute. 
f' He has told you, that, notwithstanding he is of 
I the school of the American Sangrado, M7\ Cobbett 



S * Mr. Harper said, he had read this Eulogiura with pleasure* 
jif Mr. Harper was serious^ he has a singular taste 5 for I can tell 
' him, that it is (or was, while it was above ground) despised by 
every men, possessed of critical knowledge, or even of commoa 
sense. — Mr. Harper (though one of my advocates) further 6b» 
served, that it was " very imperllnent in me to express my disap« 
*' probation of it, for that I had no business with it." — Mr. Hat^ 
per's notions of impertinence are as singular as is his taste in li* 
tcrary productions. He does, however, very graciously alk)W^ 
that I had " certainly a right to find fault with it." This was 
going great lengths for his client 5 but Mr. Harper will oblige the 
world by explaining how I could possibly have " a right to Jind ^ 
*♦ fault with it,'* if I had " 720 business with it,*' and if it was . 
" impertinence'" in me to speak against it. Mr. Harper does opt 
know every thing. 1 dare say he does not know, for instance, 
that the vote of thanks, passed by the American Philosophical 
Society for this Eulogium of Rush, was carried by mere faction ; 
and that, though it was said to be unanimous, it was actually 
opposed by the most learned and respectable members, amongst 
whom was Bishop JVhite, whose well-founded objections were 
replied to by uncandid and bitter political reflections from the 
overbearing, insolent M'Kean. — Let Mr. Harper learn a little 
more, before he takes upon him to reprobate and condemn the 
opinions or the conduct of those, whose intentions^ at least, are 
as good as his own L^ him claim, let him receive and enjoy, 
all the popularity he deserves for his zealous, his great, and effi* 
cacioas endeavours in support of the government ; but, let me 
conjure him to resolve, before he undertakes another cause, never 
to seek to preserve that popularity by traducing the character of- 
his client, though that client should have the misfortune to be 
tke subject of a king, and even though he should have the^ 
misfortune to have paid his counsellor beforehand. 

■ -■"'■-■—' ^ "^^ , .- ^rnployed 
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nploi/ed kirn as a ph/mia?i in hisfmnilif, andj 
oicr^ retwnmaided him to his Jritnds. — As a coo- 
elusive rcfiitation of the former part of this state- 
ment, as an unquestionable proof that Deweeswas 
never Mr. Cobbett*s physician, I might remiiid 
you, that Mr. Cobbett is t/et alive. He might 
y to this Impudent assertion of the witness, in 
inguage of Boileau*^ pitliy epigram to Doctor Pe 
lult, of which I will give you an humble imiti 
[tiun. 

You say, then, you blood-sucking elf. 
That you've heen our physicinn all round ! 

I &wcar that you ne^cr bled myself, u 

And the proof is — Tm f£i ahvt grou nd*. Jl 

From this testimony of Dewees, however, y€ 
^arc requested 5 and almost ordered^ to believe, dia 
Mr. Cobbett liad no real dislike to the Rushil 
xt/steniy but that lus attack on the system arose fronT 
the malice which he entertained against the man.— 
This conclusion, admitting the premises, is very 
unfair; for the evidence does not state, that the 
witness was cither employed or reconmiendcd by 
the defendant, in cases of the Yellow Fever, In- 




* " Tu dis, done, que tUj Monsieur r'assassin, 
'* M'as gueri d' une forte mabdie ! 
" La preuve que tu nc fas paa mon m^ dec In, 
" C'cst, que je uyis encore en vie/* 

ft Is wprlhy of remark, that the Satirist bere calls Doctor Ter- 
ra ok an assa^'isin^ and that, harsh as the term is, Perrault never 
brouglu ati aciion of blander against him : if he lind, all the sa- 
tijsfaction he would have obtained, would have bern a horsc^ 
langhn— A million instances might be produced of the great li- 
berty enjoyed by the French writers under the much -abused 
Monarchy,*— I am far from sayings that one man ought tQ be al- 
lowed to call another an us^assht j but a cotirt of juAtice, under 
fiic old French government, would have clearly perceived, (hat, 
the words of Boileau did not tend to create a belit;?^ that Perrault 
was actujilly a nturderer j and they would have justly concluded, 
that the medical character which wa*i endangered by an epigram^ 
\\ as not worthy of the protection of the law* 

deed. 
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deed, it expressly states that he was not; and you 
well know, that the defendant has had the Yellow 
Fever twice in his femily, and that it is the Rushite 
treatment of this disease alone, which the publiear 
tions before you were intended to- destroy. 

But this general reply, thcrugh quite satisfactory^ 
shall not content me : the! witness deserves to be 
exposed. — Being ask^d how long he had attended 
in Mr. Cobbett's family, he replies : " from the 
" return of the citizens in 1798," which certainly 
means, that he had given all the medical assistance 
required in the family, from the autumn of 1798 to 
this ptesent time, the- autumn of 1799. — Now, 
Gentlemen, recollect that this man was sworn to 
" tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
"-the truth, so kelp him God i' and then I beg your 
attention to a true story. 

Doctor Budd was Mr* Cobbett's family Doctor^ 
frotn the time that he arrived in Philadelphia to the 
time that he quitted it ; but in the summer of 1798 
Doctor Budd retired into New-Jersey, where he 
remained till the people returned to the city. Mrs. 
Cobbett was at this time pregnant, arid, as a prer 
caution, in case of need, some one was sought for 
to. supply the place of Doctor Budd. Mr. Cobr 
bett was situated at Bustleton, fifty miles from 
Doctor Budd, twelve from Philadelphia^ and eight 
from Dewees. Very pressing solicitations were 
made to Doctor Budd, whtf would have staid at 
Bustleton on purpose, had not his family demanded 
his presence. No one from the city could be 
thought on ; because, besides the great risk arising 
from his constant employment, the gentleman en- 
gaged might die before the time arrived, and Mr. 
Coobett knew that the friends with whom he livedo 
had some objection to receiving into their house 
pemons coming from the seat of infection and mor- 
talitf.. Under these circumstances^ Dewees was 

VOL'. XI. z applied 
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applied to, but not till after repeated efFofts had 
been made in vain to secure the attendance of a 
Tcpxxt^hk female practitioner. Thus, then. Granny 
Dewees was introduced into the defendant's family 
as a last shift, a poor despicable pisHiUer. 

Mrs. Cobbctt returned to the city before the 
child was born, and Doctor Budd would now have 
been the man : but as Granny Dewees had been 
bespoken, and as he had been put to the trouble of 
two or three journeys to Bustleton, it was deter- 
mined that he should attend ; but not without tbe 
express promise of Mrs. Cobbett to her husband 
that she would swallow none of his drugs, and that 
Doctor Budd should be called, if any medical as- 
sistance should be found necessary.— AH terminated 
well : Granny Dewees performed his part as ex- 
pertly as any skilful dame in the parish could have 
done, and there .ended his attendance for that time. 
In the summer of 1799 the parties, were distri- 
buted precisely in the same way as they were in 
1798. The dysentery raged in the neighbourhood 
of Mr. Cobbett, who was afraid that his little boy 
had got the disorder, and who, thereupon, wiotea 
note to the pis-aller, Dezveesy describing the state 
of the child, requesting him to ride over to Bustk- 
ton, and to bring with him what he thought mkht 
be ^ use. He attended the next day, and len « 
packet of powders. As soon as the man of science 
was gone, Mr. and Mrs. Cobbett, and a young 
man who has long lived in the family, held a c^- 
suUations not on the patient, but on the drugs j 
which, after a very deliberate discussion; it was 
unanimously resolved to throw into tlie jire. — ^Tbe 
child recovered ; Dewees attributed the recoveiy to 
his mercurials, and has, I dare say, recorded it 
amongst the wonders he has wrought. He was 
suffered to hug himself in the deception, and there 
-• . ended 



prided his " attendance'' in the defeildant*s femily^ 
fbr the second and last time; 

Now, Gentlemen, was this attending iri Mn 
Cobbett's family *' /rom the autumn of 1798?" 
Dewees called at Mr. Cobbett's in the spring of 
1799, and observing a mark on the little boy's 
arm, he asked if he hsid been inoculated : Mrs. 
Cobbett toW him he hadj arid he weH knew that 
he had not been the inoculatdr. He, thetefore^ 
knew that he had n^t attended in the family 
^frmn the autumn of 1798/^ 

This witness being sisked tohd was Mr. Gdbbett's 
family Physician, replies f /^ I cannot telL" — Hear 
the truth. Gentlemen. ^Vhile he ^as attending on 
Mrs. Cobbett^ her little daughter was taken ill. 
Seeing the child with all the appeaf ances of Ack^ 
ness aoout her, he asked what remedies had been 
applied, and was told that Doctor Budd had pre- 
scribed for her. — So that he knexvy and could have 
told who was the family Doctor of the defendant; * 
- Bbing asked, whether he had ever been recom- 
mended by Mr. Cobbett td any other families^ he 
replies; " Yes; frequently." — ^The truth is this; 
Wlule Mr. Cobbett was at Bustleton, and While the 
physicians were all employed or dispersed^ hfe ad- 
vised ixvo neighbours, one in the dysentery^ arid one 
with a bleeding at the nose, to send for the pis-alldr*, 
judging him to be somewhat better than no Doctor 
at all. Tzvice is not frequently. Frequently means 
qftentimes and commonly. Besides, if Dewees had 
recollected that the oath bound him, in the name 
of God^ to tell the ichole truth, he would have told 
yiHi, that at the very time that he was visiting these 
t*o neighbours of the defendant, anothc^r neighl)our 
was taken ill of what was thought to be the Yellow 
Fever, arid that Mr. Cobbett, who could have 
Iwought Dewees to the spot m an hour, sent for 

z 2 Doctor 
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DiKfor Mounesy first to Philadelphia, then into the 
Neck, and after that to Jenkintown, whence he 
was at last brought to the patient, at twelve o'clock 
at night* ! 

What, then, becomes of the evidence ; what 
becomes of the cliaracter and conscience, the body 
and the soul, ofDewees?t • 

But, Gentlemen, of the Jury, this refutation of 
the verbal testhnony was entirely useless to jjou. 
You wanted no iniormation on- the subject, but 
what you already possessed. You all know ofymr- 
seliesy that, when the Yellow Fever was in Mr* 
Cobbett*s own family, the physicians he empfoyed 
. were not of the school of Sangrado ; you kmkv, that 
they were * Doctor Mongcs and that very Doctor 
Stevens y whom the impudent and insolent Rush had 
accused of slaying more than the swordy and to 
■-■«■■■ - - 

* By the by, this, recommending and sending for Docton to 
ray neighboars, does not seem to be a very good proof of tbat 
hardness of heart and that insignificance in society, which the 
lying and ungrateful miscreants of Philadelphia have tweeted to 
attribute to mt. ^—Governor M'Kean^ lawyer Hbpkinson, and 
Lawyer Levi^ were^ last summer, deposited in farm-houses near 
my country retreat. I'll engage no neighbour was ever troubled 
with their solicitude for his welfare ; I believe, that no one, even 
of the most wretched, would have listened to a recommendatioQ 
from their lips 5 and I much question, if my tuord would not, 
^ amongst any of my neighbouss^ have passed for more than die 
joint bond of the three. 

t I am told that Dewees has said, that he is sorry for what has 
happened) and, for -once I believe him most sincerely ! Bot if 
is a pity he was tiot taken with this fit of semorse, before b^ 
marched amongst the volunteers to the Court, to betray the pri'' 
vate conversation of his customer. . 

Strange to tell. Rush also says he is sorry ! ! /—Sympathetic 
soul ! I dare say, it grieves him to death to be forc^fd to rcccif« 
5000 dollars of British money ! It is said^ however, that he hss 
gottea his chariot new painted, and has spruced himself upf 
since the " liberar decision. This does not look much like 
mourning. Whether his sorrow was expressed since the gleam 
cf the Rush-Light began to appear, or before, I cannot iscer- 
tain. , ' 

whom 
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whom the defendant, along wjth hundreds of others, 
owe the preservation of their lives. Neither you 
nor any other inhabitant of Philadelphia, can plead 
ignorance of this fact. Mr. Cobbetthas more than 
once made his public acknowledgments to these 
preservers of himself and his family. What further 
information, then, can you want? Yoii knotOy 
that, when he was Azm^^^ attacked by the drea^fuL 
disease, in that awful moment, you know that he 
not only rejected the system against which he had 
written, but that he put himself into the hands of 
the very men whom your Rush had marked out as 
medical murderers, and thus gave to his opinion the 
pledge of his life ! What better assurance could he 
give of his disbelief in Rush, apd of hi^ confidence 
^n the opposite system ? What clearer proof of his 
sincerity, of the purity and benevolence of his in* 
tentions, do you want ? And what -clearer proof, 
you suspicious and ungrateful people, what clearer 
proofcan you have, unless you rip open his bosom 
and look into his heart ? 

Here, Gentlemien, I close my defence, I havCv 
shown you that the publications of the defendant 
are true; and that, with respect to his intentions, 
the imputation of malice is false. You must be 
convinced, that the action is vexatious and ground- 
less ; that it is a war of private intet'est and ambit 
tion, against the safety, the happiness, and* the 
irery lives of the people. Standing thus upon the 
5rm ground of justification, I disdain . hackneyed 
invocations to the liberty of the press. The de-? 
Fendant stands in need of the interposition of no 
Imaginary goddess ; he seeks no shelter from hew- 
discdvcred principles and new-fangled institutions ; 
he asks no other rights, privileges, or immunities, 
than those which the humblest of his humble fore- 
Gathers enjoyed; his motto is the motto of his 
countrymen, Nqlumus leges Anglia mritari; from 
. z 3 those 
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those laws, the common, the established, the an- 
cient laws of England, and from those laws alone, 
he will accept of protection. From voiir hands he 
begs not for mercy, but demands justice,; and 
should you despise this demand j should you listen 
to the suggestions of his base persecutors, and en- 
deavour to " make him a blighted picture of infamy 
** and ruin,*' I venture to predict, that not only 
your efforts will prove impotent, but that you, and 
your country, will repent of your compliance. My 
word for it, 7'uin is not his fate. *^ I have been 
^^ young, and now am old ; yet I have not seen the 
** righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." 
And, though you should succeed in wresting from 
him the fruit of his care and his toil; though you 
should embitter his life with domestic distress, you 
will, thereby, but extort fresh proofs of his forti- 
tude and integrity, and of the baseness, the malice, 
the ingratitude and perfidy of his foes ? you will only 
give lustre to his character, and stamp infemy on 
your own. Nay, should your friends, your neigt 
pours, your countrymen, and the world, join in 
applauding an iniquitous decision ; and should you 
go on rejoicing to the very verge of the grave, $till 
you and your accomplices should bear in mind, 
^hat all does not end there, and that death is not 
eternal sleep. ITie witnesses, to whom you have 
listefije4 with such delight, are no casuists, I ween, 
or they would have perceived, that giving such 
evidence as manifestly tends Yo produce a, belief of 
xchat is iwt true^ is something very like perjury; 
and that, HE who has said, " Thou shalt not bear 
^* false witness against thy neighbour," will not be 
put off with subterfuges and mental reservations. 
rJor would 1 have ypu forget. Gentlemen, that there 
is another tribunal In which you will appear, not to 
judge, but to be judged; and that, affecting to 
])elieve wh^tyqu do not and wli|at you cannot bcr 

lleve, 
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lieve, though it may serve here ^s o, convenient ex* 
cuse,'Will not justify you in the presence of the 
Searcher of all hearts, in whose ^wful pame yotj 
have promised to do justice ! There it will' not be. 
asked, whether the plaintiff were an American and 
a republican; nor, whether the defendant were a 
Briton and a royalist : the only question put to yoii, 
will be — have you acted according to your con- 
SCIENCES ? That, and that alone, will be the sub- 
ject of the inquest, and the ground pf the judg- 
ment! 



POSTCRIPT TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

SINCE the foregoing sheets were published, it 
is said, that the jurors declare, that, had my law- 
yers pleaded my cause as well as I have done it myr 
self, they would not have assessed a shilling da? 
mages against me. Paltry excuse! There is no 
new facty of any importance, brought to light by 
me, They knew before all that they know now ; 
but they little expected the exposure which has* 
taken place. They now see themselves pointed 
at as a set of perjured villains, and they lay hold of 
any apology that presents itself I will, however, 
endeavour to preserve theif vU? n^me^ from oblU 
vion a little longer. 

List of the five thqusand Jury, - 

Isaac Paxton, hardwareman, No. IQ, South Third Street; 
W». Jaiiyf ironmonger. No. 11, Arch Street; Joseph S. Lewis 
(nephew of Samuel Coats), merchant. No. 25, Dock Strret ; 
haafHustin, watchmaker. No. j. Arch Street ; Tbo. Wm. 4rmaty 
rf)opkecpcr. No. 21, North Second Street; (George Thompson^ 
shopkeeper. No. 129, North Third Street; Jacob Sperry, jnn,^ 
looking- glass-man. No. 195, Market Street; John Taggart, 
mercbaot. No. 5, and 11, North Water Street; If^m. Boherts^ 
hoose carpenter. No. 136, Chesnut Street ; Archibald Bingham, 
•ihopkeeper, No. 32, North Second Street; Jacob Rcix» shop- 
kaqier, No*451, North Third Street; B£^janu^ F. Qawgues, 
' tf No. 118, South Second Stree^. 

z 4 *^* In 
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. *^* In the last Number I pat, by mistafcCf Jo^ Paxkmin' 
gtesd of Isaac Paxton.^X have been told, that Thomas W- ^^ 
threat<*n8 \Qsui me. I wonder what has filled the pate of tfail 
Philadelphian coxcomb with lawf Does he imagine, that, be- 
cause he was " dressed up in a little brief authority,** on the 
14th of December last, his ooodoct at that time is not to be ea« 
quired into ? Does ^e iipagine, that lus having been a juryniaa 
will render him sacred and inviolable ? I am only sorry that bs 
|s too insi(|rnificant a creature to attract public attention. He 
pats me in mind of those little vermin, which often escape ^ 
mortal squeeze, because they are too small for us to fisel tfaeiQ 
with oar fingers. — I request, however, that my correspoodeat 
will not exclude this article from the English edition. The Phi- 
ladelpbians, in the hey-day of their malignant exultation, called 
the deciiiion against me an it^t^oriant one, triumphantly publish- 
ing the names of the jurors, and as their pul^licaUon never 
was, and never will be, read, these jurors otigbt tothapk mp. 
for snatching their names from oblivion. 



TO THE LIVE;RVMEN of LONDON, 

Gentlemen, 

IF you are not a mere mob, you must have somQ 
little desire to know in what light yqur public con- 
duct is viewed by the rest of mankind ; ' I therefore 
take the. liberty to inform you, and your country- 
men in general, that your last choice of a Lord 
Mayor has procured you the honourable applauses 
of all the republicans, revolutionists, rebels, and 
regicides jn America. That the authenticity of 
so agreeable an article of information may nqt be 
a matter of doubt with you, I here insert an extract 
from a democratic newspaper of New- York, en- 
titled, the ^^ Americcin Citizen^* which extract I. 
humbiy recommend to be nailed up, in letters of 
brass, in some conspicuous part of your Guild- 
hall. ^ ' . 

" New-York^ Friday, March 18, 18tX).. 

" We publish in our paper of this day, an acr 
f* count of the proceedings at the election for Lord 

^' Mayor 
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^* Magat of the city of London. The London pa-, ^ 
^^ pcrs which we have received^ £^nd wluch contada 
** an account of this transaction, afe of an older 
^* date than several other accounts that have been 
^' received from Europe. We believe, however, 
^' that this transaction has not been published iti 
^^ any paper of the United States; it Will, there- 
^* fore, probably, be gratifying to fiaatoy of diir 
^* readers, and to a still greater number it must be 
*' essentially interesting, to know titie.potitical sen- 
^^ timent that is prevalent in the capitol of Eng- 
^* land. It i$ not the mere circumstance of the 
" election of a corporation officer in a distant coun-' 
** try that can be of any consequence to the Ame- 
■^ ricjpi Citizen j but consequences drawn from cer^ 
^* tain facts are frequently of vast importance in po- 
** litical calculation, It is in this point of view, 
" that WiB have reason to rejoice at th^ late election 
^* in the city of L^ondon. One of the candidates 
" in this case was the known and decided friend of 
^* monarchy y the advocate of every measure of Eng- 
^* lish administration; and his opinions harmonized 
^^ with the general anangements of the govern- 
" ment. Another of the candidates possessed sen- 
" timents directly opposite. Alderman Combe, 
^* who was elected to the Mayoralty of the city of 
^^ London, is reputed to be, and we believe, with 
^* truth, a firm republican in his political sentiments. 
" He has triumphed over all opposition, which 
" shows almost unequivocally a certainty, that the 
" capitol qf England is making progress in the dif- 
^^ fiission -of republicaii sentiments-, and that, from 
"this single circumstance, there is reason to be- 
" lieve, that energy of mind in that country will 
" rise superior to the political degradation into 
^* which its government has endeavoured to preci- 
^- pitate it. Should an event of this sort exhibit 

Itself 
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<* itself in England, it would streng&en, in a high 
" degree, repnhlicanism throughout the worldy and 
" become the guarantee of the best interests of li- 
^ berty among the human race." 

Now, Gentlemen, what think you of this com- 
pliment ? The political sentiments of your eulogist 
are here folly displayed, and the inference to be 
drawn from his eulo^ is too evident to escape 
you. This man rejoices at the result of the late 
election, because the candidate, whom you have 
rejected, is " a decided friaid of monarchy^ and 
because the one you have chosen is *^ a firm re- 
** publican.'* Hence he very naturally concludes, 
♦* that the " capitoV [republicans are not the most 
correct writers in the world] ** of England \^ making 
^^ progress in the diffussion^' [difRision] " ofT£pub- 
** lican sentiments ;" on which circumstance he 
founds a malignant hope, that the government ^of 
-England will, ere long, be destroyed, and that 
republicanism will be strengthened throughput the 
world ; a hope in which, I dare say, he is most 
heartily joined by the regicides of France. 

When men's political conduct is such as to merit 
the enthusiastic applauses of every enemy of their 
king and country, it requires no comment ; I shall, 
therefore, only add, that I trust it will be wery long, 
ere " a reform in Parliament* vvill enable you and 
your numerous brother-citizens to send/or^j/ Combes 
2iX a time to occupy the benches of the House of 
Commons ; for, whenever that unfortunate day ar- 
rives, Britain will soon be what Holland now is. 

Netv-Yorkj Peter Porcupine. 

March 19, 1800, 
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REPUBLICAN MORALITY. 

Halifax (Nova Scotia)^ 
Mr. Porcufine, November 7, 1800. 

A8 the newspapers throughout the United States of Anierica 
generally contain lists of what the people there (in the decent 
Jangnage of liberty and equality) style British spoliations^ and 
as I owe some left-handed compliments to those enlightened ci"^ 
tizcns, I thought I could not better discharge that part of my 
debt than by communicating to them, through the channel ii 
your newspaper, some observations on the case of the ship 
Polly and cargo, lately condemned in the Court of Vice-admi- 
ralty here. As I know those virtuous lovers of liberty delight 
In mischief, it will be very pleasing to them to add this case to 
their catalogue, as it will furnish what, in the republican dia- 
lect, will be called another glaring instance of British piracy. 
Besides, it will be peculiarly grateful to them, as it will furnisl> 
a strong proof that Jacobin morality gains f^round fast in thei 
United States, and will afit^rd a favourable prospect, that the 
erroneoQs opinions oar fc^lish ancestors entertained of the sa* 
crtxl obligation^ of an oath, give way fast to the admirable phi- 
losophy of modern republicans ; it will also help to keep up 
iht spirits of the fraternity, during the present deranged state 
of affairs -, for it will be considered a great point gained, when 
they can destroy the credit which is due to public papers } for 
those gentry love established governments, as the devil in old times 
was said to lov^ holy water. The ship Polly \tras laden with cocoa^ 
indigo, cotton, qoffee, and sugar 5 and, by her papers, both 
▼estd and cargo appeared to be wholly owned by Messrs. MaDQ 
and Foltz, merchants at Charleston, South Carolina. The pa- 
pers stated her voyage, when captured, to be from Charleston to 
Cadi2. She was brought into this port by his Majesty's ships 
of war the Hind and Termagant. Her papers, and the proofs 
of her neutrality, were prepared apparently with great care, , 
and seenied full and complete. She had. first, a bill of health 
from the port of Charleston. Second, a bill of lading, signed 
by Joseph Taggart the master, and by Mann and Foltz as the 
shippers of the cargo, at Charleston for their account and risk, 
consigned to John IVhite, Esq. at Cadiz, no freight to be paid^, 
being the owner's property. Third, A manifest and clearance 
for the whole cargo, under the seals and signature of the officers 
of thd customs for the port of Charleston, by which it appeared 
that the whole of this cargo was shipped in August last at 
Charleston, and was cleared out for Cadiz. Fourth, An affida^p 
Tit ma4c by Mr. Foltz in the strongest terms^ who swears that 

the 
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the whole of this cargo actoallj belonged to him and Mr. 
Mann, hit partner, mercbanu and citizens of the United 
States, and thai no other penoo wbatitoever had anj interetf 
therein, directly or indirectly. This affidavit is made before a 
notary public at Charleston, of the name of John MitchdJ, 
who certifies the same under his seal, with the asoml fonnafiqr, 
and also certifies the respectability and citizenship €3i Ifano 
and Foltz ; and for fear there should be any doabt of the aa- 
thenticity of this paper, certificates from the British and Spa* 
nish consuls are annexed, to establish the official sitoatioo of 
Mr. Mitchell (which leads me to express a strong wish that 
his Majesty's consuls will be, in future, a little more cantioos 
bow ibey affix the arms of Great Britain to soch trorapoy). 
Fifth, A roll of equipage. Sixth, Letters patent, under the 
great seal of the United States, signed by the President and 
oountersigned by the Secretary of State, recommending this 
vessel to the protection of all the nations on earth, she being 
wholly owned by the subjects of the United States of Ame- 
rica ; to which is annexed an affidavit made.by Taggartthe 
master, who sweqrs, that no subject of the belligerent powers 
has any interest in this vessel, directly or indirectly. Seventh, 
A letter of instructions to the master, signed Mann and Folti, 
who order him to deliver this cargo to White at Cadic, who had 
orders to remit the proceeds to London, and they direct him, 
either to return with freight or a cargo of salt to Charleston. 
Lastly, An invoice and letter firom Mann and Foltz to White, 
advising him of their having shipped this cargo to his address, 
and request him to remit the proceeds for their account, t<^Jtfn , 
John Shoulbred, of London. 

This vessel sailed from Cadiz last December, as an American 
vessel commanded by ooe Howland ; Noili, vf^ho was on board, 
passed as a passenger, and brought in her to Charleston a cargo 
of wine, branny, vinegar, fruit, and dr)' goods 5 on his arrival 
tliere he discharged Howland, and appointed Taggart, who 
had been the mate, to be master, and appointed his brother 
mate. Without discharging this cargo at Charleston, yfbidx 
was registered in the cnstom-house at Cadiz (as appears by the 

fmpers found on board), as the property of Spaniards, to be de« 
ivcred at Laguira 5 tiicy procured American papers, to show 
that the cargo, being die property of American pitizens, was 
shipped for Laguira at Charleston, on board the American ship 
Polly, both vessel and cargo the property of American citizens, 
dwelling at Charleston: Under cover of ihe^c papers they ar- 
rived at Laguira, where Noili disposed of the cargo agreeably 
to its original destination, and loaded the present cargo^ piin* 
cipally for the account of the house of Beine, at Cadiz. At 
jjQguira he and Taggart. formed a set of papers, |o show that 

Taggart 
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Taggart had purchased this cargo, with the proceeds of the out* 
ward cargo, owoed by Mann and Foltz, and that he had shipped 
it for their account and risk, to be delivered to them at Char-* 
leston. With these papei:s the vessel sailed for Laguira, actu- 
ally boQod to Cadiz, but to touch at Charleston, for the express 
purpose of procuring American papers, as fully appeared by 
the papers found concealed. Noili staid at Laguira, and he - 
tnemions, in one of his letters, his fear that if the English found 
him on board it might condemn the >vhole. The vessel arrived 
safe at.Charlestonr— the master having, with his false paper, de* 
ceived the officers of a British frigate, by whom he was exa- 
mioed during this passage. At Charleston he shipped. a new 
crew, aodhaving procured American papers of M kinds, with* 
out landing the cargo, he sailed for Charleston. 

Tbq master, and his brother the mate, whose name is Samuel 
Xaggart, were exa ruined on oath ; they call themselves citizens 
of Rhode- Island, and oonHrnQcd the account given of this ves* 
sel and her cargo by her papers, and declared that no papers of 
any ]dpd whatever had been destroyed or concealed in any 
shape. The crew having been shipped at Charleston, after this - 
ship was ready for sea, could give no account about her. The 
cook,unfottvnately for the couoerned, had not been converted 
from the Christian to the Jacobin religion, and was foolisb 
eoQQgh to believe tliat he was bound to tell the truth, when exar 
mined on oath ; and the stupid, silly fellow told, how HSamuql 
Taggart the mate, after the vessel was brought to by the ships 
of war, ordered him to burn a quanti^ of papers, which 
from the appearance he supposed to be the log-book; that 
he burned the whole in the mate's presence. The master 
claimed this vessel and cargo for Mann and Foltz, and after 
the cause had been considerably investigated, several letters 
and papers were found concealed between -the lining of the 
cabin and the stern-post of the ship, which gave £e com'* ' 
plete history of the ship and cargo, and fully proved, that the 
whole of the papers and affidavits before meiitioned were a 
composition of shameful falsehoods fabricated by persons 
calling themselves American citizens, for. the purpose of de- 
ceiving the British nation, and prevent its making prize oC^ 
the property of it-i enemies. Wiat they were to receive -for 
their services is best known to themselves ; though I believe, 
from the best information *I can obtain, that the market was 
overstocked with the consciences of American neutrals, and 
that in the present enlightened century they fell for a veiy 
low rate. It was fully ascertained by these letters and pa- 
perSf that this vessel- and cargo belonged to, and wpre under 
the sole management of a Spaniard named Guillaume Noili ^ 

. that 
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Ihii tlw wlidle of the cargo was pat oo board tUsfea^ 
at Lagnira, uoder his sole direction and managcmcDCi itt 
mister from the Spanish costom-boose clesrij allowed di^ 
whole to be the propertj of Spanish merchanta, and Iram 
it and other pepers it folly a ppeared that Maon sod FdM 
did not own one ahillinf^s worth of the propertj, oolcs ikj 
tould pretend to own aome enooa aod indigo, to the Taheof 
lour thousand dollars, which Noili directs his corrcspoodcBt 
Co deliver to their order at Cadix, free of firei^t, or oooh 
miasioOy u he hoped the/ would charge no oommissiod for tfe 
aenricet at Charleston. 

After this statement, it is scarcely neoesaar/ that I sfaoeld 
aay the unjust judge (as this virtuoas race of nrutrab nt 
pleased to style the judge of a British Court of Adminl^) 
condemned both vessel and cargo, and I need not tdl m 
how glad I am that the next proceeds will, in a n# 
days, be distributed amongst some of those brave men wiitf 
are the defenders of the civilized world. But I cannot 
conclude without observing, that if this case should coin^ 
to the knowledge of the American Government, and it ne- 
glect to procure those papers, and .decorate tlie pillory witk 
them, and the ears of the good citizens who ftbricate them, 
i feel little doubt, in my opinion, that that feeble, phi* 
loiophic govemuient will soon pass astray like an empty 
shadow; and it will remain with the people who profess' 
the Christian religion, to unite in forming a strong and 
energetic government, sufficiently powerful to erase from 
the face of the earth a set of vile miscreants who deoy 
the existence of Grod, and comfort their doabting converts 
with the hope, that, even if they should find death to ht 
other than eternal sleep, yet that it would require only 
one grand revolutionary movement to republicanize tb6 
tnferaal regions, and establish a democracy in HelL 

I am, &c. 

t. 

Such, readefj is American morality ! Such is 
the morality of a people who have taken fot 
their motto, " Virtue^ Libertjj^ and Independence /" 
— I have at times seen, in those British prints 
which are famed for nothing but their attach- 
ment to the enemies of Britain, very severe re^ 
flections on the conduct which owr naval com- 
manders and Admiralty judges have been " guilhi 

•* of" 



MARCH, i860. 351 

•* trf^^ (as it is phrased), towards the American 
neutrals^ I trust that the facts stated in the 
above letter will induce all loyal subjects to 
doubt the truth of the accusations which these 
seditious prints are conthiaally preferring against 
his Majesty's civil and military officers. 



END OF NO. III. OF THE RUSH-LIGHT. 
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ji Peep into a Republican Court oflnsticei 

** Aa Eogli^hman loves^ liberty^ but he loves it not for the lake 
*' of the tiierc name; he ir.ust have something substantial thae 
** results from it \ something that he can see and feel : this lie 
** has in tlie freedom of liis person, and the aecurity of his 
"property.. An Englishman, therefore, thinks more of his tt'i;// 
'• than his /©////Vfl/ liberty/' ^ 

Reeves's THOtrcBTs, kc LsT. L 

JLN the preceding Numbers of the Rusli-Light, I 
have given a sketch of the parentage, and of the 
moral and literary character of Rush ; I have de- 
tailed the insolent absurdities ^i his general con* 
duct, and the frightful consequences erf" his system 
^f depletion \ and I have, I trust, most satisfao- 
torily justified the words, for the publicatioa di 
which the oppressive and unprecedented judgment 
was given against me, in the city of Philadelphia* 
Here then I should stop, were my design conhned 
to a defence of my own character, and to the blast* 
ing of that of my persecutors. But as I observed 
in the introduction to the subject, my views extend 
to fer greater utility ; and therefore, though the in- 
justice towards myself is already universally ac» 
knowledged s though it has excited the ifidignatioa 
VOL. XI. A a ' itf 
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of every honest man ; though it has roused into ac- 
tion, in my favour, every latent sentiment of friend- 
ship, and has, with respect to me, in a great 
measure extinguished the ardent embers of political 
hatred ; though every wish of a private nature is 
gratified even to satiety, still the public and the 
world have on me a claim which it would be a de- 
reliction of duty to resist. 

The Narrative of tlie juridical proceedings in the 
cause of Rush, furnishes, as I observed before, a 
series of facts, of which justice to the people of 
America, justice to foreign nations, and particu* 
larly to the deceived and infatuated in my native 
country, demand an ample exposure. This subject 
is of some importance to every man who has the 
. slightest notion of real liberty, or the least desire 
to secure its enjoyment. The character and con- 
duct of Rush, the fatal effects of his medical prac- 
tice, and the decision against .me, are^ in different 
degrees, all matters of private or local considera- 
tion ; but the proceedings of courts of justice, as 
they stamp the character of a state, and form the 
truest criterion of its government, are in some 
measure interesting to all persons, and in all places. 
Political libert}/ is a matter of speculation rather 
than of interest ; it is an imaginary something of 
meaning undefined, and is, at best, a very distant, 
if not a very questionable, good. But civil libertj/, 
which is, perhaps, better expressed by the single. 
word justicCy is clearly defined and understood, and 
is ardently beloved by us all ; it brings us into con- 
tact with the government, the excellence of which 
it makes us feel : it comes to our homes and our 
fire-sides ; it throws a rampart round our property 
and a shield before our persons ; it is our guide and 
our help through the day, and our guardian when 
we lie down to sleep. , This is the liberty of which 
.our forefathers were so proiid : this is the liberty 

' ' which 
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which their blood so often flowed to preserve to 
their children. What degree of this liberty is en- 
joyed in America, the following nahrative wifl 
evince. ' . . 

''riic malicious suit of Rush against me was 
brought in the ISiipreme CouPt of the State of Penn- 
sjjtvaniay and my first object was, to rdmove th^ 
suit from that Court to the circuit of the United 
Statesy z removal which my being an alien gave me 
a riffht to demand, but Whicfh was, by the Judges 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, absolutely 
refused. 

The nature of the Courts of wliidh t have spoken, 
and the extent of their jurisdiction, are understood 
by some few persons in America ; biit as I hope 
the Rush-Light will be read in. Grejat Britain and 
Ireland, some little explanation respecting these 
Courts appears to me to be necessary. 

The several States composing those dominion? 
which are known to foreign nations by the title of 
The United States of America y are so many distinct 
and independent sovereignties, and not, as is gene- 
rally imagined in Great Britain, so many coimties 
or provinces. The State of Pennsylvania, for in- 
stance, has its own governor, who is the chief ex- 
ecutive magistrate, and whose authority is, in 
many respects, less limited than that of the King of 
Great Britain. It has besides its tvvo houses of 
Legislators, who, with the Governor, make laws 
for the government of the State, and who are un- 
controlled by any other power whatever. In like 
manner it has its own Judges, who are appointed 
by the Governor, but without the advice or consent 
of a privy or other counsel, and without the in* 
strumentality of any ministers, on whom responsi- 
bility will attach. 

In some of the. other States, the power of the 

Governors is more limited ; in that of NewrYoik, 

A a 2 ^^t 



35* THE RUSH-LIGHT. No. IV. 

for instance, there is a Council of Appointment ^ 
but e\i!ry State is totally independent of all tte 
others and, as far as relates to jurisdiction, it is 
also independent of the eovemment of the United 
States. In some cases, howcvec, the judiciary of 
this latter has, in all the States, what is called a 
concurrent jurisdiction ; which concurrent jurisdic- 
tion is expressly provided for, in cases wnere an 
alien is a party. 

The constitution of the United States is very clw 
on this head. It says, in Sect. II. ** The judicial 
V power of the United States shall extend to all 
** controversies bctxteen a State, or citizens thereof, 
** and foreign States, citizens, or subjects.*' 

In order to obviate misconstrqctionf and more 
(iilly to provide for the due observance ofthispartof 
Ae constitution, so necessary to the security ofthf 
property of aliens, the Congress of the United 
States, amongst the first of its proceedings under 
the present Constitution, passed a law, wluch say?: 
" And be it further enacted*, that if a suit be com- 
** menced in any State court against an alien, fixid 
•* the matter in dispute exceeds the aforesaid sura 
•* of five hundred dollars, exclusive of costs, to be 
•• made appear to the satisfaction of the Court ; and 
•* the defendant shall, at the time of entering his 
** appearance in the said State court, file a petition 
•* for the removal of the cause for trial into tha 
** next Circuit Court of the United States, to ba 
" held in the district where the suit is pending, and 
'^ shall offer good and sufficient security, for his en- 
•' tering in such Court on the first day of its session, 
** copies of said proceedings against him, and also 
•^.for his there appearing and entering special bail 

* * Tins law was passed on the 24th of Scpteoifaer 1709* $09 
the Laws of theUnit^ States, vol. i. p. 5^. 

*'- in 
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•^ in the cause, if specml bail was orrgmally requi-» 
** site therein, it shall then be the duty of the State 
•* court to accept the surety, and proceed no further 
" in the case'' 

Such is the provision which the constitution wd 
the laws of the United States have made for the 
security of the property .of aliens j and wnoever 
knows any thing of America, whoever is in the 
least acquamted with the nafiolial partialities and 
antipathies which mark the words and the conduct 
of but too many of the rulers of the individual States, 
must at once perceive that such provision is abso- 
Jutcly necessary. In Pennsylvania, for instance, it 
was notorious, that all the influential ofncers of the 
government, executive and judiciary, bore an inv- 
plac2A)Ie hatred against Great Britain, and all her 
Unfal subjects; and though ay^rj^stood betweeu 
thes^ rulers and the British subject, yet jt was 
equaUy notorious,^ that that jury must be chosen by 
a man, who held his lucrative o^e dicing'' the 
pleasure of the rancorous Governor, 

In such a state of things, what justice had a 
Britpn to expect in the Courts of Pennsylvania ? — < 
Besides, there is an absolute absurdity in his being 
compelled to plead in those Courts ; for. who ought 
to administer justice to an alien, but that govern- 
ment who makes treaties, and who maintains all 
Ae national intercourse with the sovereign of that 
alien? What does His Britannic Majesty, or what 
do his subjects, know of the government, or of the 
courts, of Pennsylvania?^ They may hear of them, 
indeed, and they may stare at their transactions ; 
but that is all. When a British subject contemn 
plates on a residence, or on placing his property in 
the United States, he looks up for security to the 
government of those United States ; and in order to 
estimate the security^ where should he look but into 

' • A a 3 the 
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the constitution and the laws on which adone that 
t gc' j j i t y depends ? 

But if' British tuWects in general were insecure in 
theCourrs .:" Penn>\ Jvania, how much more inse- 
cjre W2< I, against whoai it was well known that 
cot only r*>e Governor, his Secretan* of State, and 
Attorney-General, but even the Chief Justice, who 
was to preside at the tral, had a personal and 
mortal gradge ? I therefore resolved on removbg 
the cause, noti;\ith5tancing the repeated remons- 
trances of mv lawvers, who made use of everv arr 
gimcnt that could be thought ot, to persuade me 
to abandon my intention. They were fiilijr of 
opinion, that there was no danger in the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, and that declaring myself, 
in open court, a subject of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, would be tantamount to a declaration thdt 
monarchy was preferable to republicanism, and 
would of course not only be very offensive to the 
Court before whom such declaration wras made, 
but would inevitably tend to render me odious ip 
the eyes of the people of America, and to weaken 
the force of all my tuture publications. 

My law}'ers were Nlr. Thomas and Mr. Edward 
Tilghman. When this advice was given, I had 
every reason to suspect the former of the basest 
treachen- ; but in the fidelity of the latter I had 
then, as I still have, the most implicit confidence. 
The reasons, however, on which the advice was 
grounded, were far from being satisfactory to me. 
Declaring myself the subject of my Sovereign was 
no more than the formal assertion of a truth that 
did me great honour ; it was saying nothing for, or 
against, either monarchy or republicanism ^ and as 
to its giving qffhice to the Court, or to the people 
of America, tlie idea appeared to me perfectly ab- 
surd. What ! said I, you enter into a solemn treaty 
ijvithi my K'mg, in which treaty you recognise my 

right 
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right as a British subject to come and live, and 
carry on trade amongst you, in retu'rn for which 
recognition you receive an equivalent; and ypu 
have, after tliis, the assurance to tell me, that I 
must forbear to plead, my title of British . subject, 
foriego the protection it offers me, and passively 
submit to injustice and ruin, lest the Court and the 
people of America should be offended! What, 
added I, would you say, were such advice as this^ 
given to an American living in the British domi-! 
nions ? What would you say, were he told, that 
to disown and forswear his country were the only 
means of avoiding legal injustice and public odium ? 
And what, in the name of God! what pretensions. 
has an American to superiority over a Briton ? Is 
his country more dear to him than mine is to me?; 
Are his fellow-citizens more honest and more gene- 
rous than my fellow-subjects ? are they more famous 
for learning and for noble deeds ? Are his rulers 
more powerful, more wise, more magnanimous, 
or more just, than my sovereign, who, though his 
fleets command the ocean, though he is the arbiter 
of nations, and the acknowledged savipur of the 
civilized world, makes his chief glory consist in 
being the defender, the friend, the father, of hi§ 
people ? 

In vain was I told that my plea was without 
precedent ; and that it had been made by no British 
subject since the revolution. If this were the case, 
I thought it was high time that it should be made, 
and that we should cease to accept of safety and re- 
spect on such degrading conditions. Accordingly, 
at the first meeting of the Supreme Court of Penn-r 
sylvania I presented, in compliance with the law 
above quoted, the following petition, which I now 
copy froni the record, 
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Beojamio Hoih "l gnp„„„ coort of Ptaasylvaim. 
WnUamCobbett. J C«c DcccoAer TenP, No. ». 

To the Honourable the Sopreme Court of 
Pennsylvania. 
The Ffetition of Williaqn Cobbett, the Defendant 'm the 
fbove action, an alien, and a subjed of the ][log cC 
Great Britaiq, humbly sheweth*j 

That he U Bued in the action above nientioiiedj in whkh the 
matter in dispute exceeds the sum or value of five hutidred dol- 
lars^ exclasive of costs ; that he is desirous \o remote the Mi 
cause for trial into the next Circuit Court ojf the United States, 
to be holden for the district of Pennsylvania* and balh good and 
sufficient security, ready, here in Court, to engp^.ftr hiseih 
tering in said Circuit Court, on the first day ot its session, a 
copy of the process In the said action, agreeably to the Act, eo- 
tltM, '< An Act to establish thejudiciat Courts rftke Vmted 
** States," and also for his appearing in the said CiccuU Gg^tt ; 
He tberdfore prays the Honourable the Court, that security voff 
be taken for the purpose aforesaid, and that the said cause Qiav 
be removed to the said Circuit Court rf dip ynited States aeoor^ 
iBgly. 

William Cobl)ett, being duly sworn, saith that the facts wkbio 
Stated are true. 

30tk Dec. 1797' WILLIAM COBPETT. 

The consideration of this petition was put off to 
the next session, which was held in March 1798. 
iBut before I proceed to relate the fate of it^ I cjm- 
not help remarking orithe sensations which its pre- 
sentation produced in the Court and the auditory. 
It was towards the evening of the last day of the 
session, when Mr- Thqinas, albeit unused to the 
modest mood, stole up gently from his seat, and in 
a faint and trembling voice, told the Basbsiw 
^'Kean, that he had a petition to present in behalf 
pf William Cpbbett, Fpr some time he did not 

make himself heard, There was a great talking all 

,.... — ._ — .. — ' 

* '■ Fprg'iyp fpe, U^^t I aqA meek and gentle with these 
f )>utchers !*' ^b akespsabe. 

roimd 
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round the bar; Levi, the lawyer, wa$ reading a 
Jong formal p^per to the Judges, and thq Judges 
were laughing over the chit-chat of the day. Amidst 
the noby mirth that surrounded him, there stood 
poor Thomas, with his papers in his bands, like a 
culprit at school, just as the boys are breaking up* 
6y and by, one of those pauses, which frequentiy 
occur in even the most numerous ^d vociferous 
assemblies, -encouraged him to make a ftesh at-r 
tempt. ** I present," says he, " may it please 
** your Honours, a petition in behalf of William 
'* Cobbett/* The moment the sound of the word 
Cobbett sfimck the ear of M^K^an, he turned to« 
watds the bar, and having leari^t th(^ subject of the 
petiticHli begaa to storm like a madman. A dead 
silence ensi^. The little scrubby lawyers (with 
whon) the Courts of Pennjiylvania are continually 
crowck^d) crouched down for fear, just likq a brood 
of poultry, when the kite is preparing to pounce 
in anpBgst them; whilst hapless Thomas, who 
stood up pipiog like a straggled chicken, seemed 
^ready tp leel the talons of the judicial bird of 
prey.. He proiceeded, however, to read the peti- 
tion, which being very short, was got through with 
*Jittle interruption. When he came to the words, 
^^ subject qf his Briianmc Majesty,'' M%e^n did, 
|ndeed> g^in mo»t horribly, and I could very dis- 
tinctly hear, ^^Jnsolent scoundrel!'' — ** (lamned 
** orislocrat r — ^^ damned Englishman /" 8? c. &c. 
froip the mouths pf the sovereign people. But 
neither these execrations, nqr the savage looks that 
accompanied them^ prevented me from fulfilling 
my purpose. I went up tp the clerk of the court, 
took the book in my hand, ^nd holding it up, that 
'It in^h^ be visible in all parjts of the hall, I swore, 
in a voice 0iat every one mi^ht hear, that I 
preserved my allegiance to my King ; after which 
I put qxL piy )iat^ and walked put of court, followed 

by 
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by the admiration of the few, and by the curses of 
the many. 

Tlie consideration of the petition was, as I before 
observed, postponed till March term ; which gave 
kite M^Kean time to ruminate on the novel ad- 
venture. On the one hand, was a violation of the 
constitution and laws of the general government ; 
on the other, the escape of his prey. ** Of two 
•* evils," says the proverb, " choose the least;" 
and kite M^Kean chose on this occasion, just as any 
other kite would have chosen. When the Court 
met, he did, indeed^ listen for about, an hour to a 
sort of contention, which Thomas and Hopkinson 
called law argument^ and which was fiill as edify- 
ing, though not quite so entertaining, as the dis- 
putes with which I had frequently been delighted, 
between Punchinello and the Devil. While the 
lawyers were arguingy . the Judges were engaged in 
a conversation, which, from the marks of risibility 
apparent on their countenances, seemed to be 
much more diverting than the contest between the 
puppets of the bar. When, therefore, this pleasant 
conversation was over, M'Kean, turning his head 
towards Hopkinson, bawled out : ^^HcCntyou most 
" done ?" This put an end to the law argument, 
in a moment. No showman, with the help of his 
wire, ever produced more ready or more implicit 
obedience ; and kite M*Kean now hastened to put 
an end to the farce, by declaring, without the least 
hesitation, without consulting his associates, and 
without giving any reason whatever for his decision, 
tfiat the petition of William Cobbett sliould not be 
granted^. 

' * Read this Note ! — As I was going into the Coort-house 
to hear this decision, I met Mr. Coede, a yoqng nian who lived 
and stadied with Hopkinson^ the lawyer of Rash. After the 
usual interchange of civilities^ the following dialogue ensued, the 
correctness of which I am ready to vouch for upon oath. 

Cwdt. 
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Such is the manner. in which r(;nYfe» constitutions 
are observed! That indefatigable constitution- 
grinder, Tom Paine, told his silly partisans in 
England, that they had no constitution at all; and 
this he represented as a most insupportable griev- 
ance. *^ Now,'* says he, " in America it is not 
^' so. If you ask an American citizen whether a 
** certain procedure be constitutional, or not, he 
** takes down the book from the shelf, opens it, 
** turns to the article that treats of the subject in 
*^ question, and gives you an answer in a mo- 
** ment.'*— Very true, Thomas : so you see, I took 
down my copy of the constitution and of the con- 
stitutional law; I turned to the article and the sec- 
tion that treated of the subject in question, and I 
prayed the Judges to grant me my petition accord- 
ingly ; but the Judges laughed at me and the con- 
stitution too ! 

But, says the reader, is there no redress in such 
cases ?— None at all. — The constitution, which has 
made, with aliens, this solemn covenant for the 
security of their property, has made no provision 
for carrying it into effect, in opposition to the will 
pt such men as M^Kean. Indeed there seems to 

t7oa/e.-f^What are you doing here ? You are going to remove 
your cause, are you not? 

CobbeU.-^Ycs. 

t7oa/e.— rThen you won*t succeed. 

Cobbett, — Why ? How do you know I shan't ? 

Coa/e.— Why, the Court are against you, I- can tell you 
that. 

CobbetL^^W^^t. ! have they decided then before they have 
heard the parties ? They surely cannot be such barefaced rascals. 

Coa/tf.— Well ! youMl see. 

Atid sure enough I did see in a very little time.— Now Jet the 
reader observe, that this Mr. Coale was in all the secrets of 
the lawyer of Rush ; let him compare Coale's predic5tion with the 
decision of the Cpurt, and with the manner in which that decision' 
was given ^ and then I leave him to form his own judgment of the 
fPQtives from which the petition was rejected. 

be 
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be an intentional omission hete. The federal 
Government promises protection to every alien; 
but in case he should be oppressed by the Slate 
Governments, it takes care, by omitting to prmde 
for redress y to shift all responsibility from itself. 
Had I petitioned the Lord Chief Justice of *the 
United States to quash the proceedings against me, 
he would have replied (if indeed he had given me 
any answer at all), that he had no control over the 
Courts of Pennsylvania, any more than over the 
Court of Kinjj's Bench in England > ind were I 
now to petition the President to show how I 
have been injured by a yrofation of the coilstitution, 
and to beseech him to give me redress, his rtpiy 
would be similar to that of the Chief Justice ; he 
would ten me that the government of Peim^iylvania 
ts a government totally independent of hi*i, and 
that he can in no way undo what it or its ju^iary 
does. This* is but too true ; but does this dhnkiish 
tny loss ? Does it do away the oppression ? If the 
Federal Goyornment has not the potcer to protect 
an alien, it should not promise him protection. 
The government has, by its constitution and laws, 
procjjaimed to foreign nations, that the property of 
aliens is under the safeguard of its O^urts; and 
when these aliens are harassed and ruined by the 
unjust and tyrannical proceedings of the State 
Governments, shall the Federal Government get 
rid of its responsibility by pleading its want of 
j)Gwcr ? The government of the United States has 
stipulated with my Sovereign, th<it his subjects (and 
I amongst the rest) shall have a right to live and 
carry on business here, being subject to the laws 
of the country, whicli laws provide tiiat I shall have 
4 right to remove my cause into the Federal Courts. 
And shall this government nQw say, th^t it is »ot 
responsible for my having been deprived of this 
right ? If this be the case, ^either woyld it have 

, been 
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been responsible for the conduct of the Governor 
of. Pennsylvania, had he banished me from the 
State. To stipulate always implies the power to 
fulfil i any other idea of stipulation is absurd; au4 "^ 
if the power to fulfil does not ejcist, to stipulate 
is to delude. • 

The vindictive Judge of Pennsylvania having 
thus determined not to let go his grasp, I was 
compelled to submit to his jurisdiction, with verv 
little hope of escapmg a ruinous decision, I did, 
however, tak^ every precaution that was in my 
power; I employed Messrs. Edward Tilghman and 
VCm. Rawle as my counsellors, and to them I 
afterwards added Mr. Harper, a man on whose 
talents and wliose spirit I placed a perfect re- 
liance*. The necessary steps were also taken to 
insure a special jury, who, it was thought by my 
lawyers and my friends, would be a sufficient pro- 
tection against the intrigues of the plaintiflF and the 
tyranny of the Court. 

At the next term, September 1798, I was served 
wMth a jury list, w^hich I struck ; but the trial was 
put oflL I was served with another jury list at 
December term, 1798; w^ith another at March 
term, 1799; with another at September term, 
1799 ; and at every term, though the juries were 
always struck by me, and though I was always 
ready, the trial was put off. At last, on the 1 3 th 
December 1799, it was resolved to bring it to* 
issue. The moment I saw the jm\if list, " Ah !*' 
said I, to a friend that happened to be with me, 
" the action of Rush is to be tried this time." We 
looked over the list again and again, and after the 
most mature consideration, we could find but seven 
men out of the forty-eight, w^hom we thought fit to 

* Never was a man so grossly deceived in another as I was 10 
this Harper. 

be 
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be tnistcd on the trial ; but as I had the power of 
rejecting nq more than twelve, there were Ie:'t, of 
course, twenty-nine whom I disapproved ot, to 
the seven whom I approved of; and as every 
one of .these seven was struck off by Rush, 
there remained not a single man on the jut)', in 
whose integrity I had the slightest confidence*. 

But there were other circumstances highly ad- 
vantageous to my adversary. M'Kean, the kite- 
like Chief Justice, who is better know^n in Eng- 
land under the title of the Democratic JudgCj was 
now become Governor of the State, and had, by 
the early exercise of his power, struck terror into 
all officers under his control. Shippen was the 
senior Justice on the bench of the Supreme Court, 
and he was in eager expectation of succeeding to 
the post of Chief Justice ; but M*Kean kept him 
in suspense, in a sort of state of probation, till the 
act I on of Hush against vie should be decided f ! !! 

Singularly favourable, however, as these circum- 
stances were, there was another still more favour- 
able wanted to encourage the American Sangrado 
to push the cause on to trial : which was, my ab- 
se?icefrom Philadelphia, I had several months be- 
fore publicly signified my resolution to quit Penn- 
sylvania, if M'Kean should be elected Governor of 

* Observe^ reader, thai this is republican justice ! A defeodaot 
in England would think it v(*ry odd^ that the plaintiff' shoald 
have his choice out of ^ve juries. Poor John Biiirs ideas are 
confined as yet ; but were he once to suffer Citizens £rskine» 
Gray, and Co. to reform bis ParliameQt for him, and place him 
under a sovereign people instead of a Sovereign Monarch, John 
would soon become enlightened, his notions would expand, and 
he would learn to despise the prejudices of his forefathers. 

f I hnve a colleciion of materials which are intended to ex- 
hibit to the people of England a comparative view of the Bri- 
tish and American governments in all their different branches. 
If I should live to tiuisih this work, I shall clearly show, that 
no court of justice (as it is called) ever was, or can be, except by 
mere chance, impartial, under the American government. 

the 
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the State ; and every one knew I should be as 
good as my word. Indeed, it was known that my 
books, furniture, &c. &c. were already sent off to 
New- York ; but I remained in the neighbourhood 
of the city (where I was seen every day), in order 
to be present at the trial, if it should come on. 
On the 7th of December there was no prospect of 
the cause being brought to trial ; on the 8th, there- 
fore, I came off for New-York, where my affairs re- 
quired my presence. On the nth my correspon- 
dent wrote me that the cause was put off to 
another court ; but, the vei^ next dmjy it was all 
at once resolved to bring it to trial immediately. 
This sudden change was produced by an advertise- 
ment of mine, signifying my amval at Netc^Yorky 
and rny resolution to drop the publication of Porru" 
pine's Gazette. Sure, therefore, of all the advan- 
tages to be derived from my. absence, and relieved 
from all apprehensions on the score of my future 
writings, the dastardly wretches at last ventured on 
the execution of their long meditated revenge*! 

* I have before observed, that Thomas, my lawyer, was 
bribed. I have the mo^t satisfactory proof of this^ aod I wilt 
10 my Bwgrapby of the American Bar, which shall appear in a 
future number of the Rush-Light^ give a full account of the 
matter. 

Hopkioson, the principal tool of Rush, went to Mr. Fennnj 
father in the summer of xygs^ and advised ^him to prevail on 
his son, the present Mr. John Ward Fenno, to compromisK 
with Dr. Rush. " As to Cobbctt," said he, '* be is to be ruined:" 
Mr. Fenno scorned the conditions. 

Mr. Edward Tilghman told me, that the very Judges who 
sat on this trial, had d^^clared their resolution of " pinching" 
the^rj/ slanderer who should come into their clulches. And, 
observe, that they said this long after the action was brought 
against me, and also long after they knew thai / wjj the first u|>on 
the docket for slander : so that their previous declaration ap- 
pears cl^'arly to have been thrown out, in order to give the co- 
lour oi impartiality to the decision, which they meditated against 
iff^._Let me not be accused of making an improper use of the 
ioformatioD given me by Mr. Tilghman; he did not tell it me as 

a com- 
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In what manner the cause was conducted, on tlul 
part of Rush's Jawyers, has already beleh noticed, 
' rhe evidence has also been examined and exposed; 
it therefore only remains for me to insert, and to 
make a few comments on the charge of Judge 
Shippeni 

GlNTlBirBV, 

Taia is an action brooght by the' Plaintiff' againat the Ht^ 
fendant for writing, printing, and pablishing, diverw icaiin 
dalous libels, to defame and vilify bim. *rht defeodaot hat 
pleaded that he is not guilty j — his connael, botl^Tery have *> 
knowledged the publication of the papers, which otiKrwne it 
vrould have been incumbent on the plaintiff to prove. iFhtf 
que&tion, therefore, will be, whether they amount in law lode- 
^roatory libels. Or not ? 

By ibi law and practice in England, in ihmase qfliheU, ibitmhf 
task ^ the Jury is, to judge of tbt fact of pubGcaiio^, and the UiOt 
and fair applicatian cftha inuendos -y the Court, asjudgu of th$ hwi 
reserving to tbemsslves the sole power of deciding wbetier the paper 
amounts to a lihcl, or not. But in this Statej by the special direc- 
tions of our constitution, the Jnry possess the power of jodgnM; 
both of the law and fact, under the direction of the Coort 

A libel is defined b^ the law, to be the malicioos de^oMtioif^ 
expressed either in prmting or writii^g, or by signs or pictures^ 
tending to blacken either the memory of one who is dead* or 
the reputation of one who is alive, or to expose him to publie 
hatred, contempt, or ridicule. This offence may be punished^ 
either by indictment at the suit of the commonwealth, or by a 
civil acticKi at the suit of the party injured, AVben the proM' 
cution is by indictment, the Court only are to direct the pn« 
njshment; but in a civil suit, the damages are to be asscMfid 
soleW by the Jury. 

The charges laid against the defendant in the declara- 
tion are various; but they may be reduced in substance to tho 
following :— That he repeatedly calls the plaintiff a quack, an 
empiric \ charges him witli intemperate bleeding, injudiciooshf 
administering mercuiy in Urge doses in the yelbw fevef; patt- 
ing himself off; writing letters and answering them himself) 
styling him the Sampson in medicine ; charging Iuqi %mib mat* 
deriftg his patients, and skiing bis thousands, and tens qf tbeu* 
sands. 

^ communication made to him in confidence; he did not give 
it me as a secret : and, indeed, it was puhlickly spoken ofxn the 
city, and was intended to be spoken of, for the purpoae before 
mentioned. 
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The coonts laid in the declaration ^re fully proved by the 
publications^ \irhichare certainly libellous. In what manaer do 
the defendant's Counsel repel these proofs ? Not by justifying thfl 
truth of the matters charged agaitist Dr. Rush, which on the cm* 
trary thty have repeatedly ctcknowledged to hefaJsCy but by analy*^ 
zing the several allegations in the newspapers^ and from thence 
drawing a conclusion that 00 intentional personal malice ap- 
pears, which they say is the essence of the offence. — Malice 
rests in the heart, and is only to be judged of by the wofda and 
actions of the party ; the words themselves import malice, and 
in that case the proof lies on the defendant to show the inno- 
cence of his intentions ; if he has done that to your satisfaction 
you will acquit him : but this is chiefly founded on the altega* 
tion that the attack was meant to be made on Dr. Rush's system, 
and not on (he man \ it unfortunately appears that not the least at' 
tempt is made to cofnhat the Jbcctots arguments with regard to the sys^ 
tern itself, but the attack is made merely by gross scurriloua 
abuse of the Doctor himself. Added to this, one of the wit- 
nesses proves a declaration made by the defendant, that if Dr, 
Rush had not heen the man he should never have meddled with the 
system. 

Another ground of defence is of a more serious nature, as 
it leads tp an important question on our constitution — it is said 
that the subject of dispute between the plaintifif and defendant 
was a matter of public concern, as it related to the health and 
lives of our fellow-citizens, and that, by the words of our con- 
stitution, every man has. a right to discuss such subjects in 
print. The liberty of the press. Gentlemen, is a valuable right 
in every free countiy, and ought never to be unduly restrained ; 
but vdien it is perverted to the purposes of private slander, it 
then becomes a most destructive engine in the hands of unprin- 
cipled men. The utmost purity and integrity of heart is no 
shield against the shafts and arrows of malice conveyed to the 
world by printed publications. Verbal slander may be fre- 
quetitly yery injurious ; but slander in writing, or print, being 
iDore generally dis^minated and more durable in its effects, is 
consequently infinitely m<nre pernicious and provoking. Our 
state coostitutioo oflJijO contains certainly very general words 
with relation to the right of a citizen to print his thoagbts, and 
offer them to the consideration of the public^ but it at the same 
time guards agaicsWt he generality of ihe p'^ivilege, by expressly 
declaring, that every pcrisoo availing himself of the liberty cf 
the press, should be responsible for the abuse of that liberiy ; 
thus securing to our citizens the invaluable right of rc^otatioa 
agahist every malicious invader of iu 

Printed pnWicatiocs attacking prirafc character, are coofi- 
dcied with gr«t rc35on by the law at a very atroc^His ofSroce, 

VOL. XI. »h fram 
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from its erident tendency to the broach of the pablic p<race-^if 
men find thcj can have no redress in our couits of justice for 
•uch injuries, th^y will naturally uke satisfaction in their own 
way, involving perhaps their friends and families in the contest, 
and lend ng evidently to duels^ murders, and perhaps to ai- 
laisiBations. 

The principal subject of conhideratton with the Jury will be 
what damages they art* to assess. On this subject you are the 
A LMOST uucvntrollable judges^^t is ymtr peculiar fr<Fvmce : — The 
C^Uft have ifuUed tbepovjir to order a new trial tahere damages are 
ejBCessive ; hut in cases of torts and injuries of tbu kind, the law hocks 
say the damages must be so outrageously disproportionate to the offenu^ 
as at- fir St blush to shock e*very person who bears of it, before the Cowii 
wll order a new trial. 

Every one mu^i know that offences of this kind hare for 
tome time past too qinch abounded in our city; it seems high 
time to restrain them^^ibat task is ixntbyou^ Gentlemen, To suppress 
so great an evil, it wiil not only be proper to give compensatery, but 
exemplary damages -, thus stopping the growing progress of this darir^ 
crime-^at the same time the damages should not he so enormous as ai' 
solutely to ruin the offender., 

I hope no party considerations will ever have place in this 
Court, in the administration of justice — and I entreat yoa, 
Gentlemen, to banish thera, in considering this subject, eotirBiy 
from your breasts. 



Peter Porcupine to Judge Shippen. 

Sir, 
The Charge which you gave against me, on ^he 
14th of December last, has given rise to a veryii^: 
teresting question ; to wit :— which is its promi- 
nent characteristic, stupidity or malice? — ^This is a 
question far too knotty for me to presume, to de- 
cide; but with all due submission to your Honour 
and the honourable Judge Brakeniidge*, wfio sits 
on your right hand; I think I may venture to throw 

* This man was, a very little while ago, jpardoned upon coa*? 
dition that he would turn State's efidcncc ! ! ! — Tfiis, reader, is 
a Republican Judge. 

some 
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somef light on ftie subject : and in doing this, I will 
endeavour to forget your private character, that it 
may not extort from me language derogatory to my 
own. 

Yoil say, *' By the law and practice in Eng-' 
" landy in the case of libels, the onty ta^k of the 
" Jury IS to judge of the fact of publication, and the' 
'^ truth and fair application of the innuendoes : the 
** Court, as judges of the law, "reserving to them- 
.*^ selves the sole power of deciding whether the 
*^ paper anioimts to a libel, or not. But, in this 
^^ StaiCy by the special directions of our constitu-* 
^^ tion, the Jury possess the power of judging both 
'^ of the law and fact. Under the direction of the 
*^ Court." 

Pray j Sir, what af e we to call this? Ate we. to 
consider it as one of those stale tricks, which have 
been so long practised for the purpose of making the 
Americans believe that they enjoy more liberty than 
their/arm^ fellow-subjects enjoy ^ or, must we look" 
up9n it as intended to flatter the Jury, and give 
them a high opinion of their pov^er ? If the former, 
if your intention were merel/ to keep the poor so-^ 
vereign people in good humour with their present 
rulers, there is not much to be said : self-preserva- 
tion is the first law of nature. But if your design 
were, by puffing up the pride of the Jury, to em- 
bolden them to gratify your and their private wishes, 
at the expense of justice ; if this were your motive, 
what do you deserve .? 

Be your motive, however, whaft it might ; whe- 
ther the object you had in view were to obtain and 
secure a good post for yourself, or to ruin me, what- 
ever might be your end, your means were most 
vile ; your statement respecting " the law andprac-^ 
•* lice of England'' was a sh^m^xA falsehood^ aid 
would have been a disgrace to any other Bench 
than that from which it came. — " Whereas," says the 
B b 2 ' English 
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English law, " doubts have arisen, whether on the 

" trial of an indictment or information, for the 

" making or publishing any libel, where an issue or 

" issues are joined, between the King and the de- 

** fendant, or defendants, on the plea of Not guilty 

" pleaded, it be competent to the Jury impannclled 

" to try the same, to give their verdict upon the 

** whole matter in isnie : be it therefore declared znd 

" enacted by the King's most excellent Majes^, by 

" and with the advice and consent of the Lords 

** spiritual and temporal, and Commons in this pre- 

" sent Parliament assembled, and by the authority 

" of the same. That, on every such trial, the Jury 

** sworn to try the issue, may give a general ver- 

** diet of Guilty or Not guilty ttpon the whole matter 

** put in issue upon such indictment or information ; 

** and shall not be required or directed, by the Court 

** or Judge before whom suf h indictment ot infor- 

" mation shall be tried, to find the defendant or de- 

" fendants guilty, merely on the proof of the pub- 

" lication by such defendant or defendants of the 

* " paper charged to be a libel, and of the sense 

" ascribed to the same in such indictment . or in- 

" formation."— Act 33 Geo. III. c. 60. A. D. 

Jl92. 

This act was passed in 1792 > but you will ob- 
.serve (if, indeed, you understand the meaning of 
the words), that it is a declaratory act ; an act 
^ade to remove doubts, to explain and to declare 
V^hat teas then^ and what atzvajjs had been, the law 
ot the land. You will observe too, if you are ca- 
pable of comprehending the distinction, that this 
^ct declares the right of the Jury to decide upon 
i/ie ulwle matter put in issue even upon an ijtdict- 
2n€nt or information , from which you will per- 
ceive, that this right in civil actions never was 
disputed, never was even a matter of doubt, So 
that it app«avs> Mr. Shippen, that your boasted 

Penn^ 
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Pennsylvanian Constitution has given the people fto 
new rights ; it appears that the sovereign citizens, 
whom you help to rule, enjoy, even nominally, no 
greater liberty of the press than they wouW still 
have enjoyed, had they. remained the subjects of a 
king ; and it necessarily follows, that you were 
wretchedly ignorant of both the statute and qom- 
moji law of England, or that you advanced a wil- 
ful aBd most \)?ctQi2iQt^Jals€hood, 

Your definition of the law, and your enumera- 
tion of the charges laid against me, which arc really 
too stupid to deserye a comment, qonclude with 
asserting that the declaration charges me with hav- 
ing accused Dr. Rush " with murdering . his pa- 
tients,** and *^ slaying his thousands and tens of 
thousands." — What coujd induce you to make this 
false, this impudent assertion ? Neitlier the word 
murder^ nor any of its derivatives, nor finy word 
tliat is synonimous wuth it or any one of its deriva- 
tives, is to be found in the publications laid in the 
declaration. The passage to which you evidently 
allude is, I trust, mlly justified in the third' Num- 
ber* of the Rush-Light ; but lest that number 
should have been kept from your sight b)^ the ope- 
ration of that free constitution which you so con- 
sistently boast of, I shall insert it here : — " Dr. 
** Rush, in that emphatical style which is peculiar 
" to L'imself, calls mercury the Sampson of medi- 
** cine. , In hisljinds, and in (hose of his partisans, 
" it may, indeed, be justly compared to Sampson ; 
" for I verily believey that they have slain more 
*' Americans with it, than ever Sampson slew of 
^* the Philistines. The Israelite slew his thousands, 
'* but the Rushites have slain their tens of thou- 
•^ sands." — Now, is this as you say it is, charging 
Dr. Rush " with murdering his patients, and slay- 
** ing his thousands and tens ot thousands ?" So 
shameful a perversion of a man's words, had it 

B b 3 been 
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been made use of by a pleader, in England, would 
have been severely reproved by the Court ; what 
then will Englishmen think of a Judge who could 
be guilty of it? And what will they, what must 
they think of the government under which such a 
man is a Judge ? 

Continuing in your pleader-like stram, you ob*^ 
serve that the counsel of the defendant do not repel 
the charges brought against him, " by justifying the 
" truth of the publications ; but that, on the con^ 
" trary,they have repeatedly acknowledged tkose pubr 
" lications to hfalse'l — It is true, indeed, that my 
counsel, to their shame be it spoken, did not justily 
the truth of the publications laid in the declaration i 
but that tlKy might have justified, every man in 
America knows well ; and you knew, that they 
U)ould have done it, had their client not been an 
Englishman, and had they not, like you, been k 
fear of M'Kean and of your brother slaves who 
filled your tribunes and crowded round your 
bench*. 

In your zeal for the plaintiff, you did, however, 
go too far ; for my counsel, tame and submissive as 
tbxy were, did not " repeatedly acknowledge the 
" publications to be false.'' Neither JMr. Tilgh- 
man nor Mr. Rawle did, in any one instance, make 
such an acknowledgment. Nor was even the trim- 
ming mob-courting Harper guilty of baseness and 
treachery to the extent that you have imputed to 
him. He did, indeed, say more than once, that he 
'" bclirced'' the publications were " vcnif untnte :" 
but he made no unqualified' acknowledgment of 

* The few faint aUerapts that were made, by Messrs; Tilghmao 
an«l Rawle, to rept-l the abominable aspersions which were cast 
Off mj character and conduct, were replied to by hissing and 
cnrsing from the sovereign people in the gallery and in the area 
of the Court-house. Nor did this most scandalous behaViour rc- 
pcive any reproof from the Covirt. 

their 
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their htingjabe. He went far enough, in all con- 
science, against a cause, which he was well paid 
to support : his conduct wanted no colouring ; you 
might, therefore, have spared tlie daubings of your 
aukward brush*, 

** It appears," say you, " that not the least at* 
*^ tempt is made [in the publications against Rush] 
*' to combat the doctor's arguments with regard ta 
" the si/stem itself.'* If you had been candid, if 
you had remembered your oath, you would have 
observed further, that the publications for which 
I was sued, made only a part of those which ap- 
peared ao;ainst Rush and his system of depletion ; 
you would, therefore, have said nothing on this 
head, unless you had found, uptm an examination 
of Porcupine's Gazette, from which the pretended 
libels were extracted, that I had never accompa* 
nicd these pretended libels with serious arguments 
against the wild and destructive opinions and prac* 
tice of the plaintiff, " But," say you, ^{ added to 
*' this, one of the witnesses proves a declaration 
" made by the defendant, that jf Dr. Rush had not 
" heen the man^ he should never have meddled ivith 
" the system.'* — Atrocious falsehood ! — The words 
of the witness. Dr. Coxc, as reported in the ac- 
count of the trial, are these : " He (the defendant) 
" replied, that he did not believe he should ever 
" have said so much on bleeding and mercurials, if 
** Dr. Rush had not been the author of it." — Was 

* The conduct of Harper was truly abominable. He en- 
gaged in ray cause with all apparent alacrity ; I have heard him 
a hundred times reprobate the practice of Rush* and express 
the utmost contempt for his character. But the fact is, the 
mean wretch thought I was going down, he saw the tide, as he 
thonghty turning against me, and he basely deserted his duty, in 
order to preserve his. popularity. It has happened, however, as 
it engbt to happen ; for I have the satisfactiou to Icarn, that' 
cyeo io Philadelphia he is universally detested for his treachery. 

B b 4 this 
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this declaring, that if Dr. Bush had not been tlie 
man, I '' NEVER should have MEDDLED with 
^^ the system?^' When you summed up this evi- 
dence, were you thinking of thfe office you fiUed, 
or of that which you were in hopes of filling ? 
Were you afraid of being outstripped in the honour- 
able course by either of your worthy compeers ? It 
must be confessed, that such a fear was not unrea- 
sonable ; for so well are you matched, that had you 
started together, it is a moot point with me which 
of the three would have won the prize. 

But a misconstruction of the publications, ^d a 
perversion of the evidence, did not satisfy you: 
you seeqi to have been still afraid, that in spite bf 
such cheering encouragement the Jury might ha\''e 
some scruples; and, .therefore, you took care to 
conclude with giving them an assurance, that, pro- 
vided they laid on damages enough, their verdict 
should be approved of by you, — ^^ Tlie princip^ 
** subject or consideration with the Jury will be," 
say you, " xvhat damages they are to assess." You 
then proceed to tell them that they are *^ the almost 
^* uncontrollable judges on this subject,*' add that, 
^* though the Court has it in its power to order a 
*^ new trial in case of excessive damages, yet, that 
** in cases of torts and injuries of this kindy the laxi) 
'^ books say the damages must be so outrageous!]^ 
^^ disproportionate to the offence, as, at jfr^^ frteA, 
^^ to SHOCK evejy person ivho hears of ity before 
" the Court will order a new trial! ! !" 

Bravo! Vivat Rcspublica 1 Huzza for "our^fo- 
** m/^i- revolution !" Huzza for the sovereign peo- 
ple f Vive la libertel- — But in the midst of all this 
rejoicing I had almost forgot to ask you, tvhat " law 
^^ books'* you found this maxim in ? In those of 
Robespierre and Fouquler Tinville, I suppose^ qr, 
perchance, in those of Pennsylvania, or of Algier<s 
Find it where you will, however, you have applied 
.•••■■ - , • ' ' ■ , ^ ^ it, 
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it, and you and vour country are entitled to all the 
honours it confers. I would give a thousand dol- 
lars if Old Price were yet ajive, to have an oppor- 
tunity of sticking this Charge of yours in one of 
the curls pf his wig. — Here, you wayward and dis- 
contented Britons, who are hankering after repubr 
licanism ; look here ! Here you see a complete spe- 
cimen of the blessings-of liberty and reform ! Were 
one of your Judges to declare, that, in order to in- 
duce him to grant' a new trial, the punishment Jor 
calling a man a quack must be so outrageously 
cruel, as, 2Xjirst blush, to SHOCK every person zcho 
heqirs of it, you would stone him to death ; you 
would shun his touch, as you would the touch of ^ 
hangman : but were you in Pennsylvania only for 
one month, were you once " ameliorated** in the 
philanthropic city of Philadelphia, were you so- 
vereign citizens instead of subjects, you would 
listen to him as patiently and submissively as a pc"* 
nitent does to his father confessor. 

Begging your Honours pardon for this digression^ 
I return to you and your Jury. * Having promised 
them that there should be no check upon their ra- 
pacity, you dismiss them with putting into their 
mouths a pretext for their conduct. " Every one," 
say you, " must know, that offences of this kind 
" have, for some time pasty too much abounded in 
^* our city ; it seems high time to restrain them — • 
" that task is zcilh youy Gentlemen, To suppress so 
" great an evil, it will not only be proper to give 
** compefisatory^ but exemplar i; damages ; thus stop- 
" ping the growing progress of this daring crime — 
** at the same time the damages should not be so 
** enorpaousas absolutely to ruin the offender." 

The doctrine oi exemplary damages is new, and 
it certainly is as efficacious an instrument of op- 
pression as ever was devised. The very word rfa- 
nwi^^^ excludes ^very idea oi punishment. It im- 
plies 
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•plies compensation for injuries y and no Jury can, 
without being forsworn, give a farthing more than 
what they believe to be tlw amounf of the injury -, 
foTy if example be the object of prosecution, the pro- 
cess ought to be by indictment, or information. 

It has sometimes happened, that actions, similar 
to that of Rush, have been brought by noblemen 
and gentlemen in England, who have preferred the 
civil to the criminal process, merely to challenge an 
investigation; because the former allows the de- 
fendant to justify the truth of his words, which the 
latter does not. The damages, if any are given in 
such a case, must be given tor the sake of example *, 
for it rarely happens that the slander is productive 
of any real injury to the plaintiff. Such were the 
actions brought by Lord Sandwich, in 1773, and by 
the Right Hon. William Pitt, in 1786, in both 
which cases damages were given, though it was next 
to impossible that the plaintiffs could have sustained 
any injury. But, Mr. Shippen, there is some little 
difference between these noblemen and a boasting 
inventor of purging powders. Neither Lord Sand- 
wich nor Mr. Pitt could receive a coinpensatiouy 
yet, as they were charged with malversation in of- 
fice, a civil process was necessary to clear up their 
characters: and, as neither fine nor imprisonment 
could take place upon such an action, damages were 
given for the sake of example. But in the case of a 
bleeder or powder-doctor, ^\\ the Jury had to do, 
if they found the publication false and malicious, 
was, to ascertain, to the best of their judgments, the 
amount of the real injury the fellow had sustained, 
and to assess, as damages, a sum just to that amount, 
^d no more. 

But whatever may have been the custom in Eng- 
land, respecting the legality of assessing exem- 
plary damages, it is most certain that, as to the sum 
to be assessed, no Judge ever attempted, no Judge 

ever 
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ev^ dared attempt, to dictate to the Juty. The- 
following extract from a charge of Lord: Mans- 
field, shows how carefUl he was not to encroach on 
the excjusiv? province of the Jury to estimate da- 
mages. " I will not say a word to you about the 
^* damages. I am sure no observations on any side 
^* call occur, which you are not capable of making 
^^ yourselves. You will tjake the paper out with 
^^ you, and will consider* all the circumstances of 
" the case, of a public or private nature." — This 
charge was delivered in an action of scandakim 
magnatvm (defamation of a nobleman), brought by 
Lord Sandwich against the printer of tie London 
Evening Post, for the publication of a piece signed 
Alfred, on the 2d of Feb. 1773, in which his Lord- 
ship, then first Lord of the Admiralty, was* falsely 
accused of having exposed to sale the oflfiec of 
Commissioner of the Navy for the sum of 2000/. 
And this instance of Lord Mansfield's forbearaince 
is the more applicable and forcible, as he was al- 
ways chajged (though I believe very unjustly) with 
bending the law to favour the ministerial side of 
the question, and to extend the^j power of the 
Judges as far as possible, If he could have found 
any precedent, or have invented any plausible mo- 
tive for encroaching on this undoubted province of 
the Jury, he would not, it is to be presumed, have 
scrupled to use it on such an occasion. 

, Another, andstill more striking, contrast to your 
charge is to be found in that of Lord Mansfield's, 
4elivered in the action of Mr. Pitt against the prin^ 
ters of the General Advertiser and the Morning. 
Herald, who accused him, he being at the time 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, of gambling in the 
stocks with the money of the nation. Lord Mans- 
field closed his charge thus : " The assebing of the 
^^ damages is entirely in your province. / shall not 

" say 
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" sajif a XDord upon it. You will consider them un- 
** der all the circumstances of the case, the ma- 
** lignity and the extent, and, for the sake of 
** example, you will give those damages you think 
'^ property 

This is the language of an English Judge. How 
different is it from yours ! Lord Mansfield tells the 
Jury, that to estimate the damages is entirely m 
their province : that he shall not say a word upon it. 
You tell your sovereign men, that they are, indeed, 
the almost uncontrollable judges of damages, and 
you promise them, that their verdict shall not be 
set aside, unless it be so outrageously cruel, as, at 
first blush, to shock every person who hears of it ! 
Thcjibel on Mr. Pitt was a most atrocious one, yet 
Lord ^lansfield forbears to suggest the propriety 
of great damages, and tells the Jury to give what 
they think proper, for the sake of example only. 
But you call for damages both compensatory arid ex- 
emplary ; you uroje them to bring upon the head of 
the defendant the consequences of both a civil 
and a criminal prosecution ! You do, indeed, ob- 
ser\e to thenin that " the damages must not be 
** so enormous as absolutely to ruin the offender/* 
Tliis was a wholesome caution : it was telling them 
how far they might go, without endangering the 
success of the scheme ; it was saying to them, 
" Ruin him in effect, but take care to do it in 
" such a way as will not defeat our intention. Bilk 
*^ him, embarrass him, break up his business, and 
" plunge him into debt; but be careful not to let 
" your malice so far overshoot the mark, as to leave 
'* us no excuse for confirming your ^verdict." — This 

* The dtmagei given for falsely accusing Mr. Pitt of this 
heloout ofitocc was 250/.— British printers^ bless your kind 

was 
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was pretty language from a Court to a Juty ! The 
Jury followed your directions with great exact- 
ness, and the malignant slaves thought they had 
given me a deadly blow ; but that blow, while it 
has had no effect on me, has recoiled with re- 
doubled force on themselves, their accomplices, 
and their city. 

But your pretext for recommending a ruinous 
verdict, is, if possible, more atrocious thai^ the rcr 
comniendation itself. "Offences of this kijid," say 
you, " have, for some time pasty too much abounded 
** in our city ; it seenis high time to restrain them—-\h2it 
*^ task is with youy Gentlemen/' — So, because of- 
fences of the same kind had abounded in the citify 
because they had passed unnoticed, because they 
had been tolerated, I was to be all but absolutely 
ruined ; I was to suffer for what all others had done, 
and also for the negligence of Courts and Juries ! 
Precious justice? this ! 

Yes ; offences, not of " this kind^' but of a 
much worse kind, had, indeed, for a long time 
abounded in your city. Libels the most false, 
scandalous, and malicious; publications, the most 
obscene and most impious, had long abounded, and 
do still abound ; ana had I shared in these publica- 
tions, not a farthing of damages would ever have 
been given against me. But I was a British 
subject; I had defended the character of my 
King and country against the infamous calum- 
nies that you and your asociates suffered to be 
propagated ; I exposed the little despots of Ame- 
rica > I had coTitrasted their character with that of 
the King, against whom they were continually en- 
deavouring to revive the animosity of the people; 
and it was for this, and this abne, that you and 
your associates hated me. At the very moment 
when you gave tliis scandalous charge, when you 

called 
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called aloud for niin on my head, you were pef^ 
fegtly convinced tliat I had rendef^d America es- 
sential services ; you. knew that my character was 
unblemished, 'and that my conduct, as a publisher, 
was singularly laudable ; you knew that I never 
wilfully pubhshed 2l falsehood ; you knew that, as 
a bookseller, I never gave circulation to a seditious, 
an irreligious, or an immoral publication, but 
that, on the contrary, I had constantly endea- 
voured to obstnict the progress of such woiks, 
and that I had been the patron of 'every effort 
to counteract their deleterious effects. All Ais 
you knew, and with all this in your mind, you 
uttered the malignant charge which I this day 
rescue trom that oblivion to which its stupidity had 
condemned it *. 

One fact only remains to be narrated, and a most 
valuable one it is. I beg every Englishman to 
pay good attention to it, and to bless God for not 
having placed him under the jurisdiction oi an 
American Judge. 

The trial was begun on the 13th, and the 5000 
doHar verdict was given on the 1 4th of Decem- 
ber. It is well known that after every verdict,/(?ttr 
days are allowed, previous to entering up the 
judgment, in order to enable the defendant to 



' * The partiality of these people does not appear in its 
true light, till it i^ kno\Mu that Mr. Fenno, who was sued 
at the same time, and for the very same pretended libel, 
has been suffered to go off without further notice. ,They hate 
Fenno for his royalist principles, but he being an Amtriean, 
they knew that it would be hard to find a Jury to assess 
heavy damages against himi^ and to have given 5QO0 dol^ 
lars against me, while they only gave, perhaps, 100 against 
him, would have been too glaring a proof of their infamy. 
For the same reason the action against him will never be 
brougljkt 10 issue. 



prepare 
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prepare for application for an arrest of judgment. 
On the 17th, therefore, my counsellor, Mr. Ed- 
ward Tilghman, made a motion for a rule to 
show cause w:hy the verdict and judgment should 
not be set aside (of excessiveness of damages ; 
which motion was rejected by you and your asso- 
ciates. Well might you reject it ! for, on the 16th, 
the day before you refused the new trial, I was 
actually arrested for the 5000 dollars at New- York ! 
so that it appears, that the plaintiff and his coun- 
sel were surCy quite siire^ that a new trial would 
not be granted two days, at least, before that new 
trial was moved for ! — Vivat Respublica ! Huzza 
for liberty and revolution ! 

** And what do I care for all this?" say you ; 
" I have got the post of Chief Justice, and sh^II 
** hold it ; and in spite of all the exposures you 
" can make, I shall still have the huzzas of 
" the base herd of Americans*.'* — ^That is true 
enough: I have not encountered the hopeless 
task of making any 'impression on you, or on 
the wretched beings by whom you arc surround- 
ed ; but I know xoha^e I shall produce an im- 
pression : and though my labours may be slow in 
their operation, they will be' sure and lasting in 
their effects. 

"W. CoBBETr. 



* When Shippeo closed his charge^ there was a clapi>ing of 
bands amongst the peopie> who filled the galleries aod th^ aiea 
of the Court-house ; and when the verdict was pronounccdt lite 
joy of the malignant wretches broke out into hud and refsaud 
acclamations! Nor was this joy confined to the herd of specta- 
tors; the shouting in the Court-house wa) the next d^iy r/-- 
corded by the news-prinirrs, who exulted in this j»ioof of fh's 
xeal andLJiistk€ of ihtir follow dfizcm ' 
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' The Rush-Light has already made some astonish^ 
uig exposures respecting the much boasted liberty 
of tlie press. It has many more to make. The 
mean arts and the abominable tyranny employed 
in Philadelphia^ for the purpose of effecting the 
suppression of this work, surpass all that ever has 
been recorded of the detestable court of Star-Cham- 
ber. - The governments of America appear to me 
to be approaching very fast tov^rards absolute des- 
potism. If a writer, like the author of the Pur- 
suits of Literature, were in this country, he would 
be ruined, if not assassinated, in less than twelve 
months. The poor printers and bodksellers are re- 
duced to a degree of slavish dread hardly to be 
conceived ; and to hear the language of the inha* 
bitants in general, one would really imagine, that 
the bloody laws of Valentinian (on which M^Kean 
lately pronounced an eulogium) were in full 
force*. 

* A few days ago^ a paragraph appeared in a Philadelphia 
paper, recommending the passing of a law to punish the lenders 
and the readers of libels ! This paragraph was^ I am informed, 
written and published at the request of an officer under the 
federal government. Now let me ask, what the people of 
£ngland would say to the editor of any of those papers that are 
called ministerial, were they to broach such a proposition as 
this ? Would the public bear it ? And is not its being borne 
here, without a murmur, a clear proof that the people have no 
true notion of liberty, and that they are amused with the name, 
while the thing is not known amongst them? 



PQR- 
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' PORCtfPINE's REVENGE. 
A Dialogue between Rush and Porcupine* 

Rush, ^^laster Peter, yoa see, with my twelve sovVeign meii/ 
^J ha^/e tipp'd you a scjueeze for the strokes of your pen. 
These twelve sovVeiga men, now I no longer heed them. 
How shall I reward ? 

Peter. Why, bleed them. Rush, bleed them f 

Rush. But to the Judge on the bench, so just arid humane, 
(The worthy successor and tool of M*Kean) ) 
To my lawyers who bellow'd so loudly against you. 
To Hopkinson, Ingersol, Levi .the Jew, 
The half-qnaker Lewis "(who once was a carter). 
And your faithful counsel', llie mob-courtingf ftarper j 
To my volunteer witnesses, grateful young Mease, 
To the poor Dr. Coxe, and poof granny Dewefts, 
(Who genVously came, with no duty to urge them). 
What return shall I make ? 

Peter. Why, purge them. Rush, purge them / 

Enfer Grave-Digger. 

Grav.^Dig. By my soul. Master* Peter, I think it too hard. 

That with such fdlks as these I nlust fill my 
church yard. 
Peter. Church-yard ! honest fellow, my meaning's not such 3 
For, where a man's buried it- matters not much ; 
And the great Dr. Mitchell (of bleeding renown) 
Says, *• let all human carrionht dragg'd out of town." 



A TRAGEDY SCENE. 

JE/z/^rSANGRADO, xvUh the Rush-Light in his hand.- 
He remains for about half an hour in stupid^ sidlen^ 
silence: and then, starting from his reverie^ pours 
forth^ in slow and melancholy accents, thefolUnving 
soliloquy. 

'UotliiDkiiig Doctor, wherefore did thy rage 
Urge ihec vnih primer's proweat to engage ? 
TOL. XI. c c O, 
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O, why from puffing to the law retire ? 

Why for thyself construct the fun'ral fire? 

What though an Ingersol before thee stood. 

With dangling brush, to paint thee fair and good ; 

A weeping Hopkinson, dear tender qreaturej^ 

Sobbing to wail the injuries of Nature ; 

What though kind-hearted jurors press'd thee rounds 

And philan I hrppic judges too were found ; 

What though the gentle, just, and genVous crowd 

The verdict sanctioned with applauses loud 5 

What though five thousand dollars were the prize. 

Which, in idea, gratify 'd thine eyes ? 

Say ! could such lenitives relieve thy shame. 

Or reunite thee to thy shadow, fame ? 

Could they kill Peter — whose vindictive art 

So well directs his venom to thy art ? 

Could they prevent exposure and disgrace. 

Or change the tincture of ad Ethiop*8.face? 

Oh, no ! they bade these hellish fires arise. 

And bound thee to the stake ! — {He dies.) 



A PORTRAIT OF A GOVERNOR. 
Draivn by oiie of his Slaves. 

Before I exhibit this picture, I shall trouble the 
reader with a few explanatory remarks. M^Kean, 
from under whose government I thought it prudent 
to retire in December last, had no sooner seized 
fast hold of the reins of power, than he began to 
lash, with a merciless hand, every man who had 
dared to oppose his election, and who happened to 
be placed within his immediate reach. The civil 
offices in Pennsylvania, such, for instance, as that 
of register, clerk of court, prothonotary, &c. &c. 
are very numerous, and are all held during the 
pleasure of the governor, who appoints and dis- 
places without control or advice. The greatest 
part of these offices were filled by men, who had 
rendered themselves more or less conspicuous during 
the late revolution ; and who, being once on> horse- 
back, and finding riding much pleasanter than 

walking, 
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talking, through this vak of tears, had no inchna-- 
tion to dismount. They had all been appointed by 
Mifflin, who, thoxigh not destitute of malice, was 
a mere sot, capable of being soothed by the most 
stupid attempts at adulation v Most of these civil 
officers had served in a military capacity under 
him, and he felt that partiality towards them, 
which did comrades genferally feel towards each 
other. When, therefore, a successor to their pa- 
tron was to be chosen, they saw themselves in 
jeopardy. Two candidates offered, Ross and 
M^Kean. In the latter they remembered, indeed^ 
an old revolutionist; but they also remembered, 
that he was not a Mifflin. Keen, vigilant, perse-' 
vering, tyrannical, arid vindictive, as they knew- 
M'Kean to be, they were afraid to give him their' 
support, lest they should have him for a master, 
and afraid to oppose him, lest they should be dis- 
placed. Being, however, at last, fully persuaded 
that Ross would succeed, they openly gave hinx 
their support. They Were egregiously deceived;. 
M'Kean was elected by a vast majority: and, 
though his great age was one of the objections they 
affected to have against him, he soon made them 
feel that he was not deficient in point of energy. 

The first step he took was to annul all the conl- 
missions, during pleasure, granted by his prede- 
cessof . He had previously obtained exact inrorma-* 
tion respecting the electioneering condilct of every 
one of the civil officers, whom he had the power to 
displace, and according to this he made out his list 
of proscription. He swept the poor fellows off by 
dozens, with as little ceremony as a foul-feeding 
glutton brushes thr^ flies from the meat which he is 
himself going to devour. 

Many of these ousted patriots, all of them, in- 
deed, who could write (and some of them who 
c c 2 GouU 
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could not), bcgnn a most lamentable outcr>^ against i 
him. Tlie newspapers were, and still arc, inun- I 
dated with their doleful addresses to the compassion 
of the people. Being, as they imagined^ snugly 
qtiartered on tlie public for life, they had entirely 
fcrgotten the favourite maxim of republicanism — ^ 
TQlxition in vl]lce ! 

Amongst all these pitiful complainants, not one 

has come before the public with a worse grace than 

the writer of the following letter. He married one 

I of Mifflin's bastard daughters, and with her he 

Mnarricd tw^o offices » those of clerk of the mayor^s 

land orphan*^ courts of the city and county of Phiia* 

[delpbia; but M'Kean, not willing, I suppose, to 

tolerate polygamy in his dominions, has divorced 

him from two thirds of his spouses. 

To GOVERNOR M*KEAN. 

PhUathtphla, March IJ, IBCXJ. 

At leogth my t^tc h decided, and I have received from your 
Excellency my disniisalou from office, in direft and palpable 
violation of your promise made {mt iy me, for [ have nofa'VQuf^ 
to ask of you), but to the late Governor Mifflin, wbich, aUhougli 
heia no murej can be ascertained by proof yon dare not contra* 
di£i* It H indeed a matter of no sarprise, that the little regird 
jQM may have left for your character and veracity, in transac* 
tions of this kit]d» has )^ieldedj after a short s^t niggle, to tli<; 
btiriung impulse of party rage and personal vengeance. Yet|. 
if tliere were not many and irresistible evidences of your total 
disregard for every manly and just sentiment, when it comes \% 
collision with your paltry snd vindidive passions, I should 
suppose you had not without some difficulty made np your 
mind to my removal^ and that now and then a coDsctousnes§ of 
perfidy tvouM stagger your resolution^ and make you sensible 
of shame. — Let me repeat thai I preteod to no claims upon 
your personal or political regard. — I made no requests, aiad re* 
cei ved no promise§ y I had a rigbi to nmte, and I place this among 
the honourable circumstances of ray dismission : but to the laic 
Governor you did make iucb promises; they are known to 
jpany; and your secretary^ before the death of Mr. Miffiiot 
explicitly declaredj nut surely from his awn authority^ that / 
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would it continued in n^ appointments. As a further proof that my 
removal was not at £rst iotended, I received no circular letter^ 
as those gentlemen did wjio were originally proscribed.— Whe- 
ther the mean and guilty t«rror« looking to another ele6tion, 
and trembling before a supposed dangerous competitor, which 
induced you to make a promise so repugnant to your inclina- 
tion, or the contemptible perfidy with which you have broken 
that promise, be the most debasing, is a question you may dis- 
cuss at your leisure 5 but when death had removed 4he danger 
which was the basis of your engagement, I was satisfied you 
would not suffer youself to be shackled with the obligation. 
Mine is not the only instance in whtch you have pursued this 
disgraceful course of trimming duplicity. I am acquainted 
with other cases in which the same sort of low degrading policy 
and insincerity have been used by you, which in due tiitae Will 
be exposed to the public eye. 

.When I looked through my native state, and beheld the 
vidims that were falling on every side; when I saw you 
scouring over the land like an avenging fury; when Itlisco* 
ver^d that long, laborious, and faithful services in that revolu«» 
tionary war, about which you prate so much ; that unexcepti^ 
enable official condud, and the most amiable private character;, 
that no course of prudence or moderation at the late eledion ; 
that nothing, in fa^ but an adive membership in your party 
could save — when you declared to a gentleman, *' you are an 
" unexceptionable charafter, and an excellent officer, but you 
*' voted against me* — when old age, burdened with large and 
expensive families, was treated with scorn and consigned with 
insult to misery and want; nay, when the very tears that 
glistened in the eyes of the distressed seenxrd but to brighten 
your savage triumph, what had I to exped? an open and 
avowed opponent to your eledion, who had requested no friend 
to solicit, no foe to forbear ; well knowing, that solicitation^ 
whilst it pampers the base pride of a groveling and vindi6iive 
mind, never disposes it to justice or moderation. When such 
men as Arndt, Gibbons, Linton, Read, Rowers, Bar- 
viTz, and Liqns, whose '^ white flakes challenge pity,*' and 
who have wasted their youth in the service of their country, are 
struck with your iron rod of power, in what could / personally 
hope for an exemption ? Do you tell me that Barniiz and Liions 
have been reappointed ? but you will not say they were not 
marked as devoted vidims, and were not accordingly compli- 
mented with your civil circulars, in which, with a ludicrous 
and canting hypocrisy, you afie£t to be sorry at the arrange- 
ments, made by yourself, which render their removal and de- 
strudion necessary. You did not pursue the blow, it is true \ 
tout why ^ Did conscience recall the deed^ and a sense of duty 

c ,c 3 restrain 
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fettraio yoQ ? No— or jon ooald merer hswe zrstszy^rd tlsr 
ruin. But the people of thrir rr«ped;Tr c----Tfes *yc:*r!nr oot- 
fageous at jrout unexampled barbarity, mi«!~^ thr jrij-pJed 
aoldier and the aged patriot ; your pcpc-ariTT «-» rhrearcacd, 
ao'i your coward heart shrunk from the i -al tni^hf^jnur jod 
delii^btcd in : insufferably intolcot and cr^rbrxrio^ hx the 
cbulitioos of your temper, you iink mcas, dti^ct^^ and de- 
graded at the prosped of just retribution. Ssch was yoor 
charader at chief justice on th^* bench, and it adheres to the 
governor. As to the exercise of your pcwer oo mr, there is 
nothing remarkable in it, as it relates merely to nsfielf; and is 
worthy of remark only as it exposes the rotmrnrss of toot 
faith. There are ipany grounds on which I rorgh? wiThcer- 
tainiy have looked for this proceeding from yoo/ The rage of 
an old family quarrel (in which I had no part) nuj hare in i 
measure subsided ', but the embers have been bumiiig oo yoor 
heart, and wanted but opportunity to blo^" them into a de- 
atroying flnme. Any man acquainted with yonr temper aod 
dispositions will not hesitate to believe, that yoa can scarcely 
receive a more welcome gratification than toinflidau iojoryoo 
the son of Fkancis Hopkinsok. Whether this was the pre- 
vailing impulse in your condud, or whether some mercena^ 
drpcndnnt claims the promised price of his prostituted services 
(for you will recoiled you speak of your " arrangements, " on 
the very day after you came into office), I will not more mi- 
nutely enquire: as the motives are equally unworthy, yoor 
claim to cither or both of them will not be doubted. But ano- 
ther rcaHon xetmxu^'-^l opposed y^ u at the late dtilion: yes, thank 
God I. and in a most open, decisive, and undisguised manner. 
My clforts, such as they -were, were exerted against you to 
thrir extent, and in favour of a man, infinitely above you in 
the qualifications of his h<rart and understanding, and in the 
reHpr6tability of his chara6ter and condudl : and I had a full 
and unimpeachable right to do so; and while I did< it with 
truth and propriety you had no right to complain. As to the 
manner of my opposition, I defy the industry of your Excel- 
lency, which has been so fortunate in colle6ting affidavits and 
certificates, true and untrue, from all quarters of the state, of 
the deeds, words, and thoughts of your enemies! I defy all 
those wretched minions, who, crawling at your feet while they 
despise you in their souls, bloat your pride with disgusting flat- 
tery, until your poor, weak brain reels, iniflame your passions 
with paltry anecdotes, and cbrrupt your heart with falsehood 
and hypocrisy— to produce a single paragraph of my writing, 
a single word of my utterance, that is not, to the utiriost, true 
in its matter, and justitiable in Us^manner. I do not mean to 
^tand accountable for every thing that your affidaint-men may 
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lay to my charge : God foVbid that I should be tried by .their 
veracity! but what I have written, said, or done, I will ac- 
knowledge and defend. My oi5position was honest, conscien* 
tious and constitutional; and I would not recall the smallest 
portion for all you can- give, or all you can take away. 

I have been informed, that once, in the fury of a savage 
temper, or in the heat of inebriety (for the most regular men 
are sometimes thrown off their balance), you boastingly de- 
clared of an officer you were about to displace, for the unpar- 
donable sin of voting against^ *' that you would teacb bis wifo 
^' and children bow to starve /'* Such, probably, are your chari- 
table intentions towards me: but in these 1 trust you will be 
disappointed. Although the offices I have holden have neces- 
sarily abstraded nie in a great degree from the regular pursuits 
of my profession, which I shall exert myself to regain, yet I 
cannot doubt, that perseverance and industry will make the 
loss you have inflided but temporary, and disappoint the mur- 
derous malignity that dilated your condu6t. Wheii such dull 
animals as Tbomas M'Kean, without the smallest pretensions to 
genius, manners, or general information, become governorS| 
oobody should despair of preferment. 

While you are exercising with merciless rage the odious 
power of a tyrant, while yoii are gratifying passions the most 
diabolical, and resentments the most mean, you can scarcely be 
so lost in the sublime contemplation of your own importance, 
as to hope that the vidiros you prostrate will retort no re- 
proaches to your teeth, or bury in silence the injuries you in- 
flift. Do you suppose that every blow you strike breaks the 
spirit of the man, extinguishing even the desire of retaliation ? 
Or do you feel yourself so exalted on your tottering stool of 
authority, as to despise the just reward of your deeds ? Your 
elevation commands neither respefi nor fear from- me, and the 
use you are making of it is sinking you even with your friends, 
I have never approached you with humility, and I do not now 
address you to complain. That immoveable hatred and con- 
tempt, with which a free mind scorns a tyrant, in all his shapes 
and in all his a^s, are the only feelings tliat inspire me in your 
presence. In all this display of the strength of office, I know 
you area poor, self- con vided, wretched being. You lie down 
covered with curses, and the hours of a single day do not pass 
round without whipping you with the stings of scorpions, 
making you feel what sort oi tbing you are. Thus the very in- 
dulgence of your wishes becomes the bane of your happiness. 

One consideration only has made me hesitate in thus exposing 

your shameful insincerity to the world, and giving expression 

to ray feelings. I mean the good understanding and friendly 

intercourse that, putting political differences aside, has sub- 
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fitted bctwoeo the branches of our re^pe^ve fapailieft, which 

Cocnised to bury the feuds of former df^yt, and restore that 
irmony which should eyer be foqnd aoaong ih/B d^sceadanls of 
commoD ancestors. But I address you on a personal qu£stixm 
between you and me, in which your children are in no shsfC 
implicated ; and 1 trust they can scarcely be so unreasonable 
M to esped I am to be wounded without feeling, o^ to feel 
without resenting. 

You may perhaps discover harshness of language in this leHer, 
but to have accommodated myself to the Avouri^e style of your 
£icellency, I sliould have indulged muph more deeply in 
anvedive and abuse. A man who veptures to br^nd nearly one 
lialf, and surely the most respe^ble part, of the people of 
Peoosylvania, with such names as traitors* tpries, refugeesti 
&c. thus charging them with positive and ^igh crimes, has 
Jittle reason to look for much studied politeness of expression 
iirom those he has so grossly and indecently insulted. Your 
^ims on this score from me will appear still tDore unfounded* 
vvhen you refled on the evening in which, ip jthe presence of 
one ot my friends, you apaused yopself with cailing nae soou^ 
drel, puppy, rascal, with similar epithets of genteel disappro- 
iMtdon. 

I understand J. Beckley is not intepd^d as the permanent 
proprietor of my o£5ces, but that he is to hold them for a year, 
when they will be delivered oyer to a person who will theo be 
qualified to receive. This is a sort of juggUng, by which yonr 
Bxcellency may reward a great many f riepds with a few offices. 
ifiow much the chance of this contingent remamder^man is worth, 
time, will decide J but if if^sop*s frqg, or any other poor 
preature, ever bursted with pride, your Excellency will cer- 
tainly make an explosion before the year runs out. — For the 
present I leave you, but with this assiirance, that you and I 
do not part here. 

Jos. HOPKIKSOV. 

* If M^K^an did call the " most respeiiabU^^ part of ihe people 
Toria, he was above half right. I differ, too, with Mr. Hopkinsoa 
on another point. I cannot think that calling people Tories aii4 
fi£ fusees is to accuse them of f* positive ^d high crimes.'' 
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POSTCRIPT BY FETER PORCUPINE. 

NOW, reader, remember, that thi6 is not the 
invective of a royalist against a republican chief; 
ft is the language of one republican speaking of 
another. It is, in most of its traits, a fine picture 
ofonje of those petty despots, who have arisen out 
of the ruins of the British government in diis 
country. I wish every subject of the King to 
contemplate it w«U, and to ask himself seriously, 
whether he would like to change rulers with poor 
Hopkinson and his free fellow-citizens.? Ohl 
fhat Britons were but wise ! Then would they 
daily return thanks to Heaven for the bjessings they 
enjoy; then would they compare the character 
and conduct of their mild, benevolent, just, and 
magnanimous Sovereign, with those of the selfish, 
nialignant, vindictive, ferocious tyrant, wha now 
grinds the faces of the Pennsylvanians. And yet 
(oh the wonders of republican vanity!) these latter 
wretches have the impudence to talk about their 
Ubertyy and, at the instigation of their rapacious 
oppressors, they do annually celebrate, what they 
stupidly term, their " emancipation from the British 
f' yoke* ! I /" 

By arts like these it is, that the world has bden, 
and is still, deceived. The vain boastings, the 
insolent pretensions, of republican America, have 
been tQO long suffered to pass with impunity. 
Why th^y have, woul^ take more time to explain 
than I can spare at present ; but, the fatal conse- 
quences of this iniquity are, to me at least, very 

* Let not the readpr imagine that this article is intended to 
be published in America. These liberty boys would roast me 
before a slow fire, were I to promulgate amongst tliem what I 
have written in this paragraph. 

evident. 
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evident. The seeds of the late horrid rebellion in 
Ireland were certainly ingrafted from America ; 
and, indeed, if those whose duty it is to instructy 
as well as to govern, the subjects of the British 
Empire, will suffer them to be deluded} if they 
will tacitly acknowledge, that the most perfect 
system of government, the highest degree of liberty 
and happiness, have resulted from a rebellion^ and a 
, rebellion, too, against King George the Third ,• if 
they will supinely permit this captivating falsehood 
to engross the minds of the multitude, what is the 
natural, what the inevitable consequenc»e ? 

Mr. Grattan, in that seditious (not to say 
treasonable) Address, which has been rendered 
notorious by the admirable Answer of Doctor 
Duigenan, cites the example of America as an en- 
couragement to an Irish revolt, and takes occasion 
. to terrify the loyal subjects of Ireland by a most 
false and malicious representation of the fate of the 
American loyalists. So far as Doctor Duigenan 
was possessed of facts, he has amply exposed the 
falsehood of the adresscr : he has nobly defended 
the cause, the conduct, and the character of the 
loyal Americans, who -are, and who, I trust, ever 
will be, regarded with peculiar affection by their 
Kin^and their faithful fellow-subjects. But, had 
the Doctor lived in America since the consum- 
mation of the " Glorious BevolutioUy' he would, 
doubtless, have given a counterpart to the picture. 
This counterpart I have attempted to draw, and 
will exhibit it on some future occasion ; suffice it, 
for the present, to say, that it holds out little 
temptation to treason and rebellion. 

END OF NO. IV, OF THE RUSH-LIGHT, 
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30th April, 1800, 

J^ETTfiR FROM P. PORCUPINE TO DOCTOR 
PRIESTLEY. 



" How arp the mighty fallen !— Tell it not in 

" Gatfi, publrsli it not in the streets of Askelon !*' 

Sam. 11. C.L v. 19, 20. 



INTRODUCTION, 

X HE friend of Priestley and of Cooper (if they 
have one left on earth) may now imitate the 
pathetic sglicitation of David, when he heard of 
the disgraceful catastrophe of Saul and of Jonathan j 
for, if there be any thing, which can yet add a 
sting to the torment of their minds, it assuredly 
must be the dread of that derision, which a know- 
ledge of their present situation is calculated to pro- 
duce amongst those, whom they haye so insolently 
reproached for peaceably and loyally submitting to 
the rule of their Sovereign, and whom they have so 
earnestly besought to exchange the tyranny of a 
king for the freedovi of a republic. But, on this 
subject, solicitation, however pathetic, would, and 
ought to be, inyains for, though no one can help 

feeling 
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feeling wrae ccmpaemkm tor the kembled dema- 
gogues, cverv Bririifa subject, who has it in his 
power, muit regard it as his duty to make use of 
the example, now fumwhed by themselves, for the 

Eurpose of eradicarng the principfes, which they 
ave, but too siicceb:)ail!y, endeavoured to im- 
S>lant. — ^Such, I solemnly declare, is the motive 
rom which I now take up tfie pen. 

The character, tlio principles, the former con- 
duct, of Doctor Priestley, are too well known to 
rccjuirc an elucidation. .Vnd, as to Mr. Cooper, 
most people know, that he is also an Englishman 
by birth, that he has U>r a k>ng time been a most 
disaffected subject, that he accompanied the traitor 
Waft in an embassy to the rebel assembly of 
France, that he afterwards, in 1793, came to 
America, returned home in 1794, and published a 
book, exhorting his countrymen to emigrate to this 
land of liberty*, whither, finally, he returned him- 
self in 1795, and settled at Northumberland, in 
the State of Pennsylvania, where he had previously 

1)n)vide(l a retreat for himself and his fi-lend 
Viestley. 

lUnng now arrived in that republican paradise, 
wliich they had so long sought, it was- reasonable 
to Mip|>ose, that they would pass the remainder of 
their ilnvs in peace ; but, it was, on the other 
Imnvl, not unreasonable to suppose, that they would 
rspeel promotion under a government, which they 
)uul nuwle use of such unwarrantable n^eans to ex- 
mU uKive nil others. 

NN'hile (Jeneral Washington was President, they 
^x\\\ to have been willing to forego their preten- 



• T\M tuH»k In nuitlcd, ** Somt hformation resft&iug America^* 
•mt M W\M mUi lurvous publication it has proved. HuDdreds 
vl |MHMr tIrluiUil Kn);li.t)uurn curse; the hour that tbe aathor 
\^^« Uuui i»U(i uiuro ol' tbii hereafter. 
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sions ; but the election of Mr. Adams was an event 
well calculated to awaken their dormant patriotism, 
and to encourage them to seek for an opportunity 
of exerting those eminent talents, of which they. 
had, as it were, robbed their native country purely ' 
for the good of America. 

Mr. Adams had, it seems, lived upon terms of 
great intimacy with Doctor Priestley, in England, 
where, if the Doctor's vanity does not lead him 
beyond the truth, they frequently assembled with 
Doctor Price and other worthies of the same 
stamp, all of whom most humanely, benevolently,^ 
aaid generously concurred in a wish to better the 
lot of ill-fated Britons by an extension of their poli- 
tical liberty and religious toleration. When, there- 
fore, the Birmingham Philosopher arrived in Ame- 
rica, his acquaintance with Mh Adams was re- 
newed, and was cultivated, on both sides, with at 
least, much apparent sincerity. 

That Mr Adams had little objection to the 
religious tenets of the Doctor is not to be doubted ; 
for, oF a course of sermons, which the latter 
preached, at Philadelphia, during the winter of 
1796, Mr.^ Adams was a constant hearer, nay 
further, these sermons, which were soon afterwards 
published, were, by permihion^ dedicated to him, 
- and it was even stated in the dedication, that they 
u'cre published at his request. 

It is not, therefore, surprising, that the Doctor 
looked upon the exaltation of this Gentleman to 
the President's chair, as the dawn of his own im- 
portance : and, it must be confessed, that a man 
far less sanguine than Doctor Priestley, might have 
built his hopes on a slighter foundation. Accord-. 
ingly, the very next session of Congress, after Mr. 
Adams's election, his friend the Doctor appeared 
as a candidate for the post of Chaplain to the 
House of Representatives. Great excYtions were 

made 
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made in his favour, but all without effect ; he had 
only tzcrnii/'Six votes out of a hundred. John 
Knox was yet too strong for Socinus. 

In bestowing the {K)st of Congressional Chaplain, 
the President, it was known, had little or no influ- 
ence ; tiierefore, the defeat in the House of Re- 
prcscntatives did not at all discourage the hopes of 
the Doctor, or of his brother emigrant. Mr. 
Adams was installed in March, 1797, and though 
offices in his gift are not very plenty, Cooper found 
one that suited him in a very little time. An agent 
was to be appointed, on the part of the United 
States, to attend to their interests before the Board 
of Commissioners, assembled at Philadelphia, in 
virtue of the sixth article of the treaty of amity and 
conim«.'rce between Great Britain and' America. 
Tlie business of tliis agent was to examine the 
, validity of the claims preferred against the United 
States, and to make objections to them if necessary j 
in fact, the office was neither more nor less than 
that of counsel for the defendant ; of course, it re- 
quin?d a lawjer to fill it, and it is by no means 
wonderful, that Cooper, who was bred to that 

{profession, should take a fancy to the salary. 
Viestley undertook to give him the following re- 
commendation to the President. 

" Jugn^t^ 12, 1797. 
'* Dear Sir, 

" IT was far from being my intention, or my 
** wish, to trouble you with the rccjuest of any fa- 
" vours, though it is fww in your power to grant 
" them ; and it is not at all probable that I shall 
** ever take a second liberty ot the kind. But cir- 
** cumstancos have arisen which, I think, callupon 
** me to do it once, though not for myself but a 
** friend. The office of Agent for American claims, 

" was 
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** was offered, I understand to Mr. Hall of Sun- 
** bury^ and he has declined it. If this be the case, 
*^ and no other person be yet fixed upon, I should 
'^ be very happy if I could serve Mr. Cooper (a 
" man, I doubt not, of at least equal ability, and 
*^ possessed of every othpr qualification for the of- 
" fice) by recommending him. It is true that both 
" he and myself fall, in the language of our ca- 
" lumniators, under the description oi Democrats 
*' who are studiously represented as enemies to 
*' what is called government both in England and 
*^ here. What /have done to deserve that cha-» 
" racter you well know, and Mr. Cooper has done 
*' very little more. In fact, we have both been 
" persecuted for being friends to American liberty, 
*^ aud our preference of the government of this 
** country has brought us both hither. However, 
*^ were the accusation true, I think the appoint- 
*^ ment of a man of unquestionable ability and 
" fidelity to his trust, for which I would make nay- 
" self answerable, . would be such a mark of supe- 
" riority to popular prejudice as I should expect 
*' from you. I therefore think it. 710 mifavourable 
" circumsta?ice in the recommendation. That you 
*^ will act according to your best judgment, I have 
" no doubt, with respect to this and other aflfairs of 
" infinitely more moment, through* which I am 
" persuaded you v/ill bring the country with repu- 
" tation to yourself, though, in circumstances of 
" such uncommon difficulty, perhaps with less ease 
" and satisfaction than I could wish. With my 
" earnest wishes for the honour and tranquillity 
^^ of your Presidency, 

" I am. Dear Sir, 

" Your's sincerely, 

"JOSEPH PRIESTLEY." 

Sir, 
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"Sir, 

" ON my expressing an inclination for the of* 
'* fice which Mr. Hall has declined. Dr. Priestley 
** was so good as to offer his services with you oh 
^^ my behalf. 

" Probably the office will be filled before this 
*^ letter can reach you : probably there may be ob- 
" jections to nomirtating a person not a riafive of 
^* the country : probably t/ie objection mentiofked by 
** Dr. Priestley may reasonably be deemed of iveight 
^^ in my instance. Be all this as it may, I see no 
" impropriety in the present application, to be ap- 
" pointed Agent of American claims, for it Is sfilf 
" possrWe I may suppose more weight in the ob- 
" jectJons than they will be found to deserve. If if 
" should so happen that I am nominated to that of' 
" fice I shall endeavour to merit the character die 
" Doctor has given of me, and youi* esteeitt. I 
<* am &c, 

« THOMAS COOPER.*' 

It must be confessed, that there is nothing crawl- 
ing in either of these letters ; they breathe as inde- 
pendent a spirit as letters, on such a subject, pos- 
sibly can. Nor do I, indeed, see any thing in 
them that an American has a right to find fault 
with. The Doctor's assertion, that he and Cooper 
were persecuted in England for their attachment 
to America, shall be noticed hereafter. 

What answer the President gave to the letters, or, 
whether he ever gave any at all, is not publicly 
known; but, in a very little while after the date 
of Cooper's application, one Reid of Philadelphia, 
was appointed to the office, which appointment, as 
is natural to suppose, gave the Northumberland pa- 
triots great oflence. In point .of talents. Cooper 
was certainly very far superior to Reid ; but then, 

it 



it was justly considered, by thd^ wh6 talked on 
the subject, tliat^ the revolutionary pretensions or 
the former were, at least, doubtful, while, it was 
notorious that the latter was the son of a member 
of the Old Congress, who had, besides, filled the 
office of Governor of Pennsylvania, in those glo- 
rious times When Roberts' and Carlisle were sen^ 
t6-tlie gallows! 

Independent, however, of all' personal Conside- 
rations, the President had sufficient reason for re-; 
fusing therequest of Cooper. It is true, that this 
latter* Was, according to the then existing law, be- 
come what is called an American Citizen ; but> it 
wais ' easy to perceive, that his being employed 
as Agent would not have contributed to the har- 
mony, which it was, at that time, hoped would 
prevail in the Board of Commissioners. The Bri- 
tish Commissioners, gentlemen of loyllty and ho- 
nour, could not have listened with much respect to 
the companion of Watt and the lying preacher of 
emigration; and, had they, in consideration ot the 
office, forgotten thb man and his hostility to the 
Sovereign, whose commission they bore, there was , 
every reason to suppose, that he would avail him- 
self of the numerous opportunities that would 
oScTy to keep their memories continually re- 
freshed. 

But, strong as these reasons' for refusal, and 
others that might be mentioned, were, the patriots 
of Northumberland seem not to haVe perceived 
their force. Another appointment, too, which took 
place soon after the rejection of Cooper, probably 
aggravated their disaffection ; I allude to the ap- 
pointment of Rush to the Treasureship of the Mint, 
a post which would have suited Doctor Priestley to t 
nicety, arid of which he certainly was as worthy as. 
his more smooth tongued competitor. I do not 
know that the Doctor actually applied for this 
VOL. xi^ D d place> 
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Elace, but it was talked of as a thing that he would 
kc ; and certain it is, that, from the time of this 
appointment to the present day, the Doctor and 
his friend Cooper have, on all convenient occa- 
sions, shown themselves the bitter enemies of 
Mr. Adams, his adnunistration, and his measures. 
ITie season however, for open opposition to tfie 
Federal government, was, for a long time, inauspi- 
cious. ITie summer of 1799 warmed the dormant 
faction into life. In Pennsylvania, M'Kean, the 
avowed friend of France, ot Jefferson, -and of de- 
mocracy, was a candidate for the important office 
ot Governor. To him, therefore, who had, in his 
State, ten times as many offices in his gift as the 
President, the emigrated philosophers looked, with 
confidence, for that profit and importance, which 
they had in vain solicited from the Federal Govern- 
ment ; and, that they might not be destitute of a 
ground for their pretensions, they zealously, ably, 
and efficaciously supported his cause in the canvass 
that preceded his election. 

During tliis canvass, this six months of disputa- 
tion, of intrigues, of reciprocal calumny, ofanxiqty, 
of hope, of fear, and of hatred. Cooper, who is 
possessed of talents, intrepidity and perseverance, 
that would do honour to a better cause, voluntarily 
became the editor of a newspaper published in his 
neiglibourhood, during Vvhich editorship he pub- 
lished, inhis own name, a number of essays, of which I 
shall speak more fully in my letter to himself. One 
of these essays, uhich was, indeed, a well writ- 
ten, a most artful, and an extensively mischievous 
performance, drew from the Federal party, — not a 
reply, but; a publicatio/i of the anecdote of his ap- 
plkation to the President^ of wKich the following is 
a copy, taken from a Reading paper, in which 
it was first published, on ilie 26di October, 1799,. 

" Thomas 



^* TTiomak Cooper^ szddPdss to the readeh of thd 
^^ Sunbury arid NartHumberland Gazette, of. which 
^' he was Editor, having been republished in thi* 
" State, with an introduction approbatdry of the 
" piece, a correspondent wishes to know if it be the;! 
** same Thomas Cooper^ an Englishman^ of whom* 
*^ the foJlowing anecdote is related ? If it* is^ every 
*^ paper devoted to truth, honour and decency^ 
" ought to give it a thorough circulation." 

*' Wot many months ago, it is said a Mf. Coopdr, 
^^ an Englishman, applied to the President of the 
** United States to be appointed agent for settling 
*' the respective claims of the citizens and subjcfcts 
" of this country and Great Britain. In his let- 
" *cr he informs the President that, although he 
*^ (Thomas CoaperJ had been called a Democrat, 
^* yet his real political sentiments were suqh as 
*^ would be agreeable to the President and govern- 
" ment of the United States, or expressions to that 
" eifect. This letter was accompanied with arto- 
** ther from Dr. Joseph Priestley , who did not fail td 
^' assure the President, of the pliability of his friend 
** Cooper's democratic principles. The President it 
" is said rejected<?(9cr/j^rV application with disdain^ 
*^ and Priestley's with still stronger marks of sur-* 
** prise, saying, it is said, as he threw the letter 
" on the table, does he think that I would appoint 
*^ any Englishman to that important office in ])refer-^ 
** ence to an American ! — What was the conse* 
•' quence ?■*— When Tliomas Cooper found his appli- 
*^ cation for a lucrative office under our Pi*esident 
*' rejected, he writes in revenge the address which 
^* has appeared in print, and Dr. Priestley exerted 
*^ his influence in dispersing this very address, which 
** he must know was the offspring of disappoint- 
♦^ ment and revenge ! ! 1" 

The reader, who compares this anecdote with 
the Letters of Dr. Priestley and Cooper, and who, 

D d 2 like 
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like me, is willing to give the deyil his due, will 
allow, that a narrative more destitute of candour 
and of truth never disgraced even an American 
newspaper. It was attributed to the offigers of die 
Federal Government, who, it was said, vmst have, 
at least cginmunicated the fact ; but^ besides the 
want of grammar in the composition, and the grqss 
falsehoods of the statement, it is by no means ere* 
dible, that the government would be guilty ojf such 
an unpardonable act of meannesfs ^s to combat its 
adversaries by divulging the applications, dictated, 
probably, by their poverty. Had this, however, 
been the case, I see no reason (provided the tmth 
had been adhered to) on which either Priestjey op 
Cooper could> consjste^itly with their principles, 
have grounded a complaint ; for> they have both 
repeatedly declared (indeed, it is one of their fa- 
vourite mwcims), that government should .have 
no secrets. 

Cooper published, in a hand-bill, on the 2d of 
November, 1799, a regular reply to the anecdote, 
in which reply he vindicated his conduct in making 
the application, for an office under the President, 
and endeavoured to do away all appearance of in- 
consistency, by stating, that his application was 
made before the President had sanctioned any of 
the measures, which were in the opinion of the ap- 
triots, so abhorrent to true republicanism, so de- 
structive to the interests and so dangerous to the 
liberties of the people. — " Nor do I^" said he " see 
" any impropriety in making tliis request, to Mr. 
^* Adamsr at that time he had just entered into 
*' office, he was hardly in the infancy of political 
" mistake ; even those who doubted his capacity, 
** thought well of his intentions. Nor were we 
*^ yet saddled wuth the expense of a permanent 
^^ navy, or threatened, under his auspices, with the 
*' existejQice of a standing arpiy. Our credit was 

"pot 
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*' not yet reduced so low as to borrow hioney at 
" eight per cent, in time of peace, while the linhfe- 
** cessary violence of official expressions might have 
^* justly provoked a war. Mr. Adatns had not yet 
" projected his embassies to Prussia, Ryssia, and 
" the Sublime iPorte, nor had he, yet interfered, as 
" President of the United States, to influence the 
** decisions of a court of Justice — a sketch of au- 
** thority which the Monarch of Great Britain would 
*^ havfe shrunk from — an interference without pre* 
** cedent, against law, and against mercy. This 
•* melancholy case of Jonathan Robbins, a native 
■ ^^ citizen of America, forcibly impressed by the 
" British, and delivered up, with the advice of Mr. 
** Adams, to the mock trial of a British Court 
*^ Martial, had not yet astonished the republican 
** citizens of this free country ; a case too little 
** known, but of which the people ought to be 
'* fiilly apprized, before the efection, and they 
« shall be.^' 

As to the truth or the falsehood, the innocence 
or the criminalness, of this passage, it is not now 
my business to enter into an inquiry. It furnished 
the ground for a criminal prosecution ; the author 
was indicted at th^ last Circuit Court of the United 
States for the district of Pennsylvania ; his plea was 
not guilty, he setup ajustification, pleaded his own 
cause, was found guilty, and was sentenced to pay 
a fine of 400 dollars and to suffer six months imprn 
sonment on the felon side of the Philadelphia jail, 
where he now is. — May such be the fate of every 
Republican Briton ! 

" A misfortune," says the proverb, " seldom 
tomes alone." So it happened now; for the day 
after Cooper was convicted, news was received in 
Philadelphia, that Dr. Priestley and his family were 
ill poisoned^ by the hands of his own S-— I I give 
D d 3 the 
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the article as I find it in Brown's Philadelphis^ pa- 
zcfte of the 29th of April. 

From the Reading Advertiser of Saturday last. 

" Extract of a letter from a respectable gentlemai^ 
" in Northumberland, dated April 17th, 1800, to 
. f* his friend in this place. 

" On Monday last Dr. Priestley, Mrs. Priestr 
♦* ley, (wife of Mr. Joseph Priestley, jun.) her 
♦•two children, a hired girl, and a little bound 
" girl, all of them were poisoped j they are how- 
*' ever so far recovered, with* thpir own exer- 
*• tions (by drinking warm water), and the assist- 
?• ancc of the medical gentlemen of this plape, that 
f* they are supposed to have overcome the most 
♦' imminent danger. The hired girl made ^ pi|(|dipg 
•* for dinner, took the flour as usual out qf the 
5* meal chesty but discovered some shining parti- 
" cles of some subiitance intermixed with the flour 
" — she acquainted Mrs. Priestley thereof, who 
" thought little or nothing of it — the girl however 
*' and a hired man, went to the chest, and took off 
** the top which appeared to have most, and threw 
*' it away; othcrv\ise they all must have inevitably 
" fallen an instantaneous sacrifice. The poison in- 
" tcrmixed with the flour is said to be arsenic, and 
" was so strong, that after the Doctor and family 
^^ h;id discharged a quantity from their stomachs, 
** by vomiting, the poultr^^r eating thereof almost 
" instantly died. 

" This horrid deed of the person that is supposed 
*' to have committed it, did not surprise me m the 
" least when related to me, as the opinion I ente^ 
" tain of the Doctor accords with the principles of 
*< true Democracy — and his S— 's (one of the fa- 
" mily) are the same — this ordinary drunken wretch 
" is supposed tg be the perpetrator— Mrs. JPrie.tley 

«ha$ 
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** has said it was him ; the hired girl, for several days 
** before had seen him about the meal chests, open- 
♦^ ing them, asking her who eats Indian meal, and 
•* who eats wheat meal, &c. ? The Doctor and his 
*^ S — , are so full of French principles that nothing 

' '^ appears strange in this affair." 

This account has been republished in most of 
the newspapers, and it does, hitherto, remain un- 
contradicted by any thing that I have seen or 
heard of. , 

To avoid a digression in the preceding narrative, 
I have reserved it for this place to observe, that 

' while Cooper was labouring in that fertile vineyard, 
the . newspapers. Dr. Priestley was publishing, in 
the form of pamphlets, a series of letters, addressed 
to the people of Northumberland, the evident ob- 
ject of which letters was to pay his court to 

.M*Kean, by satirizing his old and intimate friend, 
the President, and the government of which he was 
at th.e head. To defend Mr. Adams and the Fe- 
deral Government against an attack, which, I will 
venture to say, has done them more harm, in Penn- 

-svlvania, than any one they ever had to encounter, 
/have oot the caj)acity. 1 have seen the time, in- 
deed, when 1 should have had the inclination, and 
should have made the attempt; but 1 now unre- 
luctantly resign the task to the Boston Slaves ai^d 

' the " IVue Americans ;" to those wlio formerly re- 
ceived the "jDen*a'i/ to/ Priestley" with peals of ap- 
plause ; to those who menaced me \vith " banish- 
" ment," and who exulted in the hope of making 
me " a blighted picture of infamy and ruin ;*' to 
the calumniators of my king, the enemies of my 

^country, and the oppressors of myself.* All I 

' ^ The oppressive^ the unprecedented, the abominable de- 
cUion against me at Philadelphia has been ascribed to party 
spifk'j but^ justice to those whom I so long combated, de- 

D d 4 mands 
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have to say to Dr, Priestley and to Cooper is he^ 
tween ourselves, as British subjects^ a title which I 
have valued above all others ever since emigratioQ 
taught me how to discriminate, and which, I be< 
lieve, is not now so degrading in their sight as it 
fdtmerly was. 



To Dr. Joseph Priestley, 

Sir, 
THE season of disgrace is also the season of re- 
flection ; it is therefore probable, that the neglecf, 
the rebuffs, and the insults, which yoti have latterly 
received from those by whom you were formerly 
caressed, may have brought to your recollection the 
warning I gave you upon your arrival in America : 
— " A man of all countries is a man of no coun- 
" try : and let all those citizens of the world re- 
** member, that he who has been a bad subject in 
** his own, though from some latent ipotive he may 
** be well received in another, will never be either 
" trusted or res footed.''* When I wrote this sen* 
tence, I • was tully .persuaded I thould see it verified 
by you ; but little did I expect, that, in the short 
space of five years, I should see the salutary truth 
acknowledged, and. proclaimed to the world, by 
yourself. 

mands from me the acknowledgment, that the Democrats were 
not only perfectly innocent of the deed, but that they ex- 
pressed, and do still express, their horror at.it The insidioui 
and malignant prosecutor is an officer nnder the Federal Go* 
vernment) the Judge, the Jury, the lawyers of Rush, abd* 
I am sorry to add^ my own lawyers, were all Federalists, to a 
man ! ^ 

* See Observations on the Emigration of Dr. Joseph Priest* 
kjr, fcc. wl^cb were tiriit published io 1794* 

To 
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To ymir Ten Letters, addressed to the Inhabitants 
of Northumberland in Pennsylvania, you have pre- 
fixed the motto, ^^ mtnquamne reponam ?^^ Why not? 
Who hindered you fix)m replying? What kept you 
^lent so long? And what, at last, urged you to 
reply ? Very little notice had been taken of you in 
print for some months preceding the date of your 
letters. In short, Doctor, it is evident, as well from 
the circumstances under which you published, as* 
from the publication itself, that you wrote, not to 
clear up yoiir own character, but to gain the good- 
will and the patronage of M'Kean, which as it 
conveniently happened, you were enabled to do 
by indulging vour spleen against the President and 
the Federal government. 

You were, however, placed in a puzzling di- 
lenuiia. If M^Kean were elected without any as- 
sistance from you, you foresaw that you could have 
no pretensions to his favour ; and, as you could 
render him no essential service without attacking 
the Federal Government and its measures, you 
were compelled to make that attack, which, was, 
besides, necessary to remove an opinion, that was 
very prevalent, of your being still in the confidence 
and in the interest of the President. On the other 
hand ; you must have perceived, that a bold and 
unqualified censure, not only on Mr. Adams and 
^ the measure.s of his government, but on the con- 
stitution itself, would come very aukwardly from 
the pen of Dr. Priestley, who had been one of the 
warmest admirers and loftiest eulogists of that con- 
stitution. You must have been aware, that you 
were about to undo all the mischief you had done ; 
that your meditated attack, while it served the 
cause of democracy in America, must inevitably 
serve the cause of monarchy in Europe; that some 
one would not fail to compare your present senti- 
ments 
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nients and declarations, with those which you had 
promulgated on former occasions, and to avail him-r 
self of your experience and acknowledgements for 
the purpose of destroying your dangerous princi" 
pies. ITiis much you might have expected, and, I 
dare say you did expect, from 7?t€; if you did,.! 
shall now endeavour to fulfil your expectation, as- 
suring you, that it has not been for want of incli^ 
nation, that the duty has remained so long unper- 
formed. 

Far be it from me to join in the brutal exulta- 
tions of the Bos/on Slaves and " True Americans" 
lliese base \\ retches, who, but a little while ago, 
cloyed you with fulsome pancgyricks, and abused 
me for my animadversions on your conduct, are 
now rejoicing at your disappointments, mocking at 
your anguish, and almost expressing their itigret 
that the ratsbane you found m your porridge did 
not prove mortal. It is worthy of remark, and 
must, I think, have struck you very forcibly, that 
the Philadelj}hia Gazettey which was the first to cen- 
sure my Observations on vour emigration, was also 
the first to express satisfaction at your being poi- 
soned ! A n)emorable instance of the versatility, 
the baseness, the savageness of republicanism ! 

To imitate the cowardly triumph, the dunghill 
cock crowing, of these servile wretches, I scorn. That 
you have been disappointed in your political ex- 
pectations, that you have met witii refusal, neglect 
and contempt, instead of caresses and rewards, for 
your unwarrantable endeavours to exalt America 
above your own country, I most heartily rejoice ; 
but I do not rejoice at your private calamities y and 
if I ever ex])ressed a wish to see you suffer bodily 
or domestic torment, it w as expressed without due 
reflection, and is now retracted wuth the utmost 
sincerity. 
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It is hot my intention, Sir, to give a regular an- 
swer to your Ten Letters : I only mean to point 
out to you, and to our countrymen, the disagree- 
ment between your present and your former senti- 
ments respecting the American Government, leav- / 
ing the defence of that government to those who 
admire it now as much as you formerly did. 

By way of introduction to the censures you are 
about to pass, you take occasion to insist on the 
harmlessness of a man's publishing -his sentiments, 
be they what they may, and to suppose a case, 
which, to say the truth, is not inapplicable. " If," 
say you, " I were to advise you to change the whole 
" form of your government from a republic to a mo- 
** narchy, and if, notwithstanding all I could urge 
** in tavour of such a government, you should pre- 
'* fer what you call libertify in which persons of all 
** ranks, qualified or unqualified, give the greatest 
** part of their time to a subject vvliich they will 
** never understand, and still chuse to clamour, and 
■ '* almost fight, about endless elections of magistrates, 
*^ no harm would be done. You might proceed just 
*^ as you had done before. If, in order to prevent 
*^ the mischief that often arises from competition^ I 
f* should advise that, instead of making a king of 
*^ ^y native American, who would not soon ac- 
'* quire the proper disposition and habits x>f one, 
• " you should return to your former allegiance to the 
;*' king of Great Britain, a king ready formed to 
** your hands, who would, no doubt, forgive all 
" that was •past, and promise you the best treat- 
'* ment for the future, and thus become a wing of 
*> ^hat great empire which now commands the 
*^ world, and share in her honour, and you should 
*' not quite like the proposal, I should still hope to 
f ' be excused for makinff it, from my loyalty to my 
•' natural sovereign, and my zeal for the honour of 
f ^ my native country, even if I did not consult your 

" interest 
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" interest in it : and ^ you would not be hurt, you 
** couid not be much offended. Mr. Cobbett^z, 
•' greater admirer of England than I am, would no 
" doubt, go farther than I could in its commenda- 
" tion. He might say that, could you but see the 
" king of Great Britain seated in his robes on the 
" throne in the House of Lords, with all the Lords 
" and "bishops in their robes ; could you see him 
" served on the knee, and persons kissing his 
" hand, you would be ashamed of your PresideiMi 
" and every thing belonging to him. He might say 
" that an American would be struck dumb at the 
" sight of an Eln^lish judge seated in his scarlet robe. 
** on the bench, with all the lawyers in their gowns, 
" and flowing wigs. He would say that the best 
" man among you was hardly fit to be made a jus- 
•* tice of the peace in England. And then what is 
" your navyK It is not so much as Xhtfrog com- 
" pared to the ox in the fable ; and might bid you 
** take care lest the ar should set his foot upon it. 
** But should you consider all this as mere prejudice 
" in favour or our native country, you would only 
" smile at our representations, and not be angry." 
. When you wrote this, Doctor, you were hum- 
ming the Northumbrians, or you were certainly 
humming yourself; for, I-believe, you have siace 
ielt, that the good citizens of America do not listen 
to- such royalist propositions with an extraordinary 
degree of patience. But, why did you put the se- 
verest of these sarcasms into my mouth? God 
knows, I have anti-republican sins enough to an- 
swer for, without being loaded with yours, /never 
said, that, if the people of this country would see 
their old King, they would be ashamed of their Pre- 
-sident and every thing belonging to him ; / nerer 
«aidy that the best man in America was hardly fit to 
be made ajijstice of the peace in England ; nor did 
I ever crack- nay jokes ou the jufant navy, ii> any 

way 
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way whatever,, much less did I ever dream Qf com- 
paring it to the vain and stupid frog that burst her- 
self by endeavouring' to puff up her diminutive and 
despicable carcass to the size of the majestic ox. 

As to judges, I grant you, I have been rather 
free: I have, at times, drav^n comparisons not 
altogether advantageous to certain people, whom I 
believe, you have the honour, at this time, to call 
your friends. But I never wasted my time in 
talking about the 7vbes of a judge ; people, like the 
Pennsylvanians, who have seen a chier justice can- 
vassing for himself from the very bench ^ people 
who have heard of a judge's thieving in a shop, or 
in the lobby of Congress, who have -beard of ano- 
ther harbouring a known thief in his house, who 
have heard of another committing murder with 
impunity, and who have, so very lately, seen ex- 
alted to the bench of the supreme court, a man, 
who, but a few years ago, took the benefit of an 
amnesty, and actually turned States' evidence 
against his accomplices ! ! ! — People who have been 
accustomed to these things. Doctor, would not be 
struck dumb at the sight of an English judge, 
though seated in his scarlet robes. 

In order to reconcile the seeming contradiction 

in your sentiments, delivered at diflferent epochs, 

you tell your neighbours, that you found things 

not what you expected to find them. — " When,*' 

says you, " I left England, I was hiduced to come 

" hither chiefly on account of my high admiration 

" of the' constitution of your government. It was 

" at that time the only one that had been drawn 

" up with deliberation by persons appointed for 

" that express purpose, and solemnly accepted by 

" the nation. It was wholly founded on the n'g/us 

" o/ma?iy and the sovereignty oftlie people, Inere 

" were no hereditary, honourc, or powers of^ny 

" kind, and no form of religion established bv 

" law. 
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** law. ITie ix)wer of making peace or war, and 
•* also that of regulating commerce with foreign 
** nations, as \\ ell as among yourselves, was wisely 
** placed in the Congress. Your country was then 
*' of)cn to all new comers without any restriction ; 
" and that great and necessary guard of liberty, 
•' the freedom of speeeh and oftliepresSi was uncon- 
'* trolled, lb my great surprise- and mortification, 
** however, I now find that several of these arti- 
" cles, essential to a truly free government, have 
*> been, in my opinion, on one pretence or other, 
^^ infringed. Or, if the present state of things be 
** really agreeable to the Constitution, it was not 
" drawn up for the use of plain men, but of \cry 
** acute lawyers only. Certainly the comment 
" docs not naturally flow from the text ;- or there 
" was in the letter, of the constitution a latent ara- 
*'- biguity, which defeats the professed object of 
'^ it. liius because your constitution gives to the 
" President, and two thirds of the Senate, the 
*^ power of making treaties with foreign powers^ 
*' and treaties may relate to any subject in which 
^* different states may be concerned, they may 
" make treaties of alliance, offensive and defensive, 
*' and also treaties of commerce ; and by this means 
** all interference of the proper representatives of 
*' tlie peoi)le, either in the business of commerce, 
*'' or of peace and war, in which they are most 
"' concerned, and in which they therefore ought in 
*' reason to have the most control, is effectually 
*' precluded. The treaty, shackling their com^ 
'' merce, or involving them in a war, is actually 
*-' made independently of them, and all their ob- 
" jections to it have no effect* — Since treaties be- 
" come parts of the law, by which the courts of 
" justice are bound, I do not Sec but that it is in 
" the power oi the President and two-thirds of the 
*' Senate, that is I believe of twenty-one men, to 

'' bind 
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** bind the country ** in all cases zahat^oeOer*. **-^lt 
*^ is, moteover; contended by the friends, as they 
** are called, of government, that when, in con- 
" sequence of any treaty, money is to be raised to 
*^ carry: it into effect, the representatives of the 
** nation, v^rho- give the money, must absohitely 
** raise the sum required, or as the phrase is, make 
" the appropriations, having no other choice than 
" that of raising it in what they may think 
" the best manner. — ^This is a power which even 
^^ the Parliament of Great Britain has 7iot yet been 
" braughi to surrender" 

Thus, then, it appears that you were deceived, 
and that experience has convinced you, that the 
House of Commons in England is, in the most 
essential point, more independent of the King and 
his nobles, than the Representatives of America 
are of the President and the Senate ! But, Sir, 
zohen did you discover the deception? The in- 
fringement (if it was one) of which you speak, 
respecting the treaty-making power, took place in 
1795, just after your arrival in the country ; and, 
if it did really give you such great " mortification," 
how happened it, that you did not notice it before, 
particularly as the press was then, according to 
your own confession, uncontrolled ? The alien 
and sedition laws are, indeed, of a more recent 
date; but they were passed early in 1798. What, 
then, made you delay your animadversions till the 
summer of 1799 ? It is unfortunate, that after re- 
maining so long a silent spectator of a violated 
constitution, you should have taken up the pen to- 
remonstrate, and that you should have ventured to 
do it, too, after the Congress had made laws " to 
" restrain the freedom ot speech and of the press, 
" f?iore severe than those in Engkpuir It is ex- 
tremely unfortunate, that you .should have been 
roused from your slumber, q^-cr .you had been 

slight(id 
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slighted by the Federal Government ; and ttstt yoa 
should have braved every danger from the laws, 
just at the time that a new patron stood in need of 
your assistance in this way ; just at the time when 
some overt act ot hostility against Mr. Adams and 
his government was necessary to convince M*Kean 
and his party, that you retained no attachment to 
your former friend and companion. 

Shocked, as you were, at these violations of the 
constitution,- it was quite natural for you to pro- 
pose the establishment of a court of your own in- 
vention to prevent further violations ; nor was it 
very astonishing, that, while your hand was in, 
you sliould propose certain amendments to the 
constitution itself. As, however, these will never 
have any existence but in your brain, I shall pass 
them over, observing only, that your wanting al- 
ready to reform " the gaoemment of your choice^' is 
a pretty good justiiication for those, who reject^ 
your projects for reforming that of Great Britain. 

On the standing armtfy which forms another 
subject of complaint with you, I shall speak to your 
friend and fellow labourer, Cooper, who has, I 
presume, by this tinie, learnt the precise value of 
the word standings both in its monarchical and 
repubhcan acceptation. 

The violations of the constitution, of which you 
speak, and which I have noticed above ^ the 
treaty-making power, the power to regulate com- 
merce, the granting appropriations, the indirect 
prohibition ot emigration, and the restraint on the 
liberty of speech and of the press ; all the encroach- 
ments (if there have been any) on these points, 
have, indeed, taken place since your arrival here ; 
but, this certainjy is not the case with respect to 
the economy, and the morals of the country, 
against which, however, you have now entered 
your protest, witliout considering, perhaps, in your 

zeal 
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jzeal to serve M^Kean, that it is extremely unjust 
to charge Mr. Adams, or the Federal Govern- 
ment, with hardly any of the evils of which you 
complain. After reciting them^ in your own 
words, . I shall take the liberty to refresh your 
memory. 

" What seems to be more particularly impolitic 
" in this country, as ill suiting the state of it, is the 
*^ duty on the importation of books, which are so 
** much wanted, and which even great encourage- 
" merit could not produce here. Is it at all pro- 
** bable that siich works as the Greek and Latin 
" Classics, those of the Christian Fathers, the Po- 
** iygJot Bible, the Philosophical Transactions, ot 
^' the "Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, &c. 
^* fee. will, in the time ofour great grand children, 
** be printed in the United States ? and yet there i^ 
" a heavy duty on their importation ; and for 
** every printer or maker of paper for printing, 
" there are, no doubt, several tnoussind purchasers 
** of books, all of whom are taxed for their ad- 
'* Vantage. In these circumstances, it were surely 
*^ better to have more cultivators of the ground, 
** and fewer printers. 

" A foreigner travelling in the interior part of 
** this country, and finding the zvant of roads, 
" bridges and innSy wonders that things of siich 
** manifest utility should not have had more attentioa 
" paid to them, when he sees that great sumS are 
'* raised and expended on objects y the use of ivhich is 
" at best very doubtfid. And men 'of letters coming to' 
" reside here, find their hands tied up. Books of 
" literature are not to be had, and' philosophical 
" instruments can neither be made nor purchased!- 
^^ Every thing of the kind must be had tronX 
" Europe, ^mApay a duty mi importation, 

" But all this may be shortsighted speculation j 
" and it may be, nay I doubt. not it is, better for 
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^ the world at fargc, tbat its p rogress dxmld not 
^ be so rapid ; diat a long state ot mbo£jy chiUr 
* hMd uid/oHi;^ should precede that of maidiood 
^ and true wisdom ; and that vices, wludi will 
** spring up in an countries, are better diccked 
** bv the calamities of war dian by reason and 
** f^iilosophy. 

^ A stranmr is apt to wonder that political 
** animosity ^oukl have got to so great a height 
^ in this country, when all were so lately united 
^ im their contest with a common enemy ; and that 
« their enmity, which cannot be of long standing, 
** should be as imceteraie as in ihe oldtst cefmtries^ 
^ where parties have subsisted time immemoria}. 
^ But it may be the design of Phividence, by this 
<* means, to dkidt this xcidefy extended country into 
^ snudier States^ which shall be at war with each 
^ other, that by their common suflferings their 
^ common vices may be corrected, and thus lay a 
« foundation toe the solid acquidtion of wisdom. 

«* A stranger naturally expects to find a greats 
" simplicity of manners, and more virtue, m this 
•• new country, as it is called, than in the oW 
" ones. But a nearer acquaintance with it, will 
*■ convince him, that considering how easily sub- 
« sistence is procured here, and consequently how 
«« few incitements there are to the vices of the 
«* lower classes especially, there is tess virtue, as 
" well as kfss knozdedgey than in most of the coun- 
•< tries of Europe. In many parts of the United 
" States there is also less religion, at kast of a ra- 
« tional and useful kind. And where Aere is no 
** sense of reHgion, no fear of God, or respect to a 
« future state, there will be no goad norals that 
« can be depended upon. Laws may restrain the 
« excesses of vice, but they cannot imput the 
« [winciplcs of virtue." 

^ Infidelity 
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" " Infidelity has made great progress in France, 
" through all the continent of Europe, and also in 
*• England; but I mu«h question whether it be 
^ not as great in America \ 2nd the want of infdr- 
*^ matron in the people at large, makes thousands 
•* of them the dupes of such shallow writings as 
** those of Mr. Paine, and the French unbelievers, 
*^ several of which are translated and published 
** here, and either through want of knowledge, or 
" of zeal, little ornothing is done by the friends of 
** Revelation^ to stop the baneful torrent'* 

Now, are all these things so, Doctor Priestley ? 
^ Is it true that this written constitution, " ratified 
*^ by the solemn consent of the citizens, and 
^* founded on the Rights of Man and the Sovereignty 
** qfthe People^'* is it really true, that this consti- 
tution has been violated in divers instances, and 
with impunity ? Is it true, that the American 
Representatives have abandoned, to the Executive, 
essential privileges, which the British House of 
Commons do yet preserve? Is it true that the 
Congress have made laws, to restrain the press, 
more severe than those in England ? Is it true, 
that there is, in this country, a burdensome and 
dangerous standing army ? Is It true, that heavy 
taxes are raised and squandered on useless ob- 
jects ? Is it true, that the country is destitute of 
roads, bridges, and other useful accommodations ? 
Is it true, that childhood and folly are the charac- 
teristics of the nation ? Is it true, that the people 
have less knowledge, less virtue, less religion, 
than most of the countries of Europe ; and, is it 
indeed true, that infidelity is making rapid and un- 
repelled strides, while political animosity threatens 
not only to destroy the government, but to tear the 
country to pieces? — If all this be true^ it is an act 
of charity to turn your attention, for a moment, 

£ e 2 from 
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•* particular state [Pennsylvania] pa^s all its o^ 
" ficers from a treasure in the public funds. ThcK 
** arc very few crimes committed^ and we travd 
*• without the least apprehension of danger. Tk 
" press is perfectly free. — ^I do not think there ever 
*' was any country in such a state of rapid improve- 
*• ment as this is at present.** 

This letter. Sir, you wrote in .October 1796, 
after you had been two years and a quarter in your 
" peaceful retirement." How different are its sen- 
timents from those of your Ten Letters to the W»- 
bitants of Northumberland ! And yol it is hard to 
conceive, that the difference has been produced 
merely by your different degrees of information. 
The liberty of the press has, indeed (according to 
^i<r assertions), been abridged since the date of 
your letter of 1796, but, the other abuses and 
evils existed in 1796 as well as in 1799. The Pre- 
sident and Senate had made treaties and regulated 
commerce in 1795 ; and you never knew the time 
when the United States had not the same sort of 
army that they have now. That the sedition, and 
other new laws, may have increased the " political 
animosities'' of the people is very possible, but it is 
incredible that these laws alone should have pro- 
duced dissensions that menace the existence of the 
government and the Union. These political ani- 
mosities must have existed in 1796, and, indeed, 
everyone knows, they did exist in 1796, and with 
little less violence than in 1799. 

However, we will suppose all these political 
evils to have been created by the sedition law, 
and, consequently, to have made their appearance 
since the date of your letter; yet, I presume, the 
same cannot possibly be supposed with resfiect to 
the other evils you now complain of. The sedition 
law certainly did not add to the heavy tax on 
booh i it did not destroy the hightvaySy bridges^ and 
houses of entertainment y it did not produce thatc/^iZt/* 
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"^ in a country in which men who wish well to their 
^ fellow-citizens, and use their best endeavours to 
^ render them the most important services, men 
•** who are an honour to human nature, and to any 
** country, are in no danger of being treated- like 
^ the worst of felonsy as is* now the case in Great 
«^ Britain." 

But, say you, when I bestowed these commen- 
dations on the American Government, ^ I was but 
just landed in the country, &nd, of course, could not 
know any thing of the evils and abuses, of which 
I now justly ' complain. That is very true; but, 
though your want of information on the subject 
might have been a very sufficient apology for 
silencCy it was none for your advancing falsehoods. 
The Sedition law was not, indeed, passed, when you. 
boasted of the American liberty of the press; but, 
you ought to have known, that, at the very time 
that you thought proper to draw a comparison, in 
this respect, so disadvantageous to your native coun* 
try, the laws, regulating the liberty of the press, 
were precisely the same in both countries, while 
every circumstance attending the administration of 
those laws, was evidently in favour of the British 
writer. 

Not, however, to leave you any excuse on the 
score ofwant of information, I beg leave to remind 
you of a letter, which you wrote long after you were 
settled in America, and in which jou say to your 
friend in England : " Every account I have ftom 
•* England, makes me think myself happy in this 
** peaceful retirement^ where I enjoy almost every 
** thing I can wish for in this life. — The advantages 
** we enjoy in this country are, indeed, very great, 
** Here we have no poor ; we never see a beggar, 
•* nor ^ is there a family in want. We have no 
•* church establishment, and hardly any taxes. This 
E e 3 parti- 



4t4 THE RUSH.LIGHT- No. V. 

eessed for the house amounted to jC 12,6 18. 12'5.Sd. 
the bastard fines to about £lQO^ the balance being 
made up by the product of the labour of the poor 
and other trifling resources. The number offamh 
lies and of individuals, who were, during that year, 
relieved by the overseers of the poor, and the suiorts 
expended in this way, I cannot precisely ascertaiR; 
but I am sure I am not far froni being correct, whea 
I state, that the whole sum expended on account of 
the poor, in that year, for the city of Philadelphia, 
was sixty thousand doUnrSy upwards of thirteen thou- 
sand pounds sttrliugy a sum, I believe, far exceed- 
ing the poor expenses of any town in Great Britain 
of equal population — And yet, " we have nopo&rr 
* — ^After this statement, I leave your barefaced as- 
sertions, that " we never see a begffar, nor is there 
*' a famihf in want,'' to rest on their own credi- 
bility. 

Far be it from me tp triumph in the detection of 
a falsehood like this. It would have given me great 
pleasure to be ^ble to confirm your account ; but it 
would certainly be wrong in me, either actively or 
tacitly, to assist in the delusion, more especially when 
I consider, that such captivating falsehoods have enr 
ticed thousands tothis country, and have contributed 
not a little to swell the lists of misery. 

" We have hardly any taxes. This particular 
" State [Pennsylvania] pays all its officers from a 
^* treasure in the public funds'' The Officers are, I 
Hupppse, like every other expense, paid out of the 
treasury, and the funds, wliich the State possesses, 
were, recoilect, raised^ on the State. There wilj 
ngt always be new lands to sell, nor will there ever 
i)e another l^enn family to disinherit. Notwith- 
standing these unique resources, however, and with-? 
put saying a word about the Federal and State di- 
rect taxes that have been laid on since 1196, you 
fvepe singularly favoured. Doctor, if you had 

^'hardly 
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*, hardbf amf taxes'' in that year. That there were 
poor taxes I have already slK)wn, and, by my ow^ 
Feceipt-book, I can prove there were others. I 
paid all the taxes for the house in which I lived, 
mad those taxes for the year 1796, amounted to 
aear seventy dollars, twenty-one dollars of which 
were fear poor-rates ; so that, my share of other State 
taxes for that year, amounted to forty-nine dollars, 
mr about eleven pounds sterling ; and if other people 
paid nothing, if die nice little republican government 
was supported out of the product of certain public 
funds, I was very ill used. Nor must you tell me, 
that if I had lived in the country, I should have 
been exempt from these expenses; I know a little 
of this matter. Sir, and I know, that a farmer in 
Peimsylvania, pays, in proportion to what can be 
cleared from his fann,.more than is paid by a farmer 
ibi Great Britain ; to which I will add, without the 
fear of being contradicted by any one acquainted 
with the fact, th^t the farmers and peasants in Eng- 
land, are, in common, better fed, clad and lodged, 
than people of the same description in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

" There are [in Pennsylvania] very few crimes 
^^ committed^ and we travel without the least ap- 
^* prehension of danger." — If you insist upon con- 
fining the meaning of the word crimes to robberies 
committed on the highway, I grant you, there are 
not a great many ; but there are more, in proportion 
to the population, than there were in France, before 
the blessed rebellion, of which you are an admirer. 
But, Sir, there are other crimes besides those of 
highway robbery, and if the large packet of bills of 
indicthient, which the attorney-general of Pennsyl- 
vania carries into every court of Oyer and Terminer, 
were not of itself sufficient, the light manner in 
which theft is spoken of might serve to convince 
vou, that crimes are not scarce in that State. It 

is 
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is true, indeed, you do not see many executions ; 
but, notwithstanding the amelioration (as it is called) 
of the penal code almost amounts to a direct en- 
couragement of fehmy, you will see in the pre- 
sent neighbourhood of your friend Cooper, some 
hundreds of " unfortunate and guilty fellow-dti- 
** zens," asL Judge Chase called Fries, who, if they 
had been in England, would have swung on the 
gallow*s tree. In fact, I assert, and am ready to 
meet the enquiry at any time, that, in proportion to 
the population of the State of Pennsylvania, there 
are more capital crimes committed, than there are 
in the British dominions, not excepting London 
and its vicinity; and, as to moral offences, Aereis 
more delinquency in office, there are more public 
defaulters; more acts of swindling, more fraudu- 
lent debtors, more bastards begotten, more divorces, 
more eloped wives, more runaway apprentices, in 
the single State of Pennsylvania, which contains not 
two hundred thousand souls, than there are in the 
whole kingdom of Great Britain, which contains 
about cUn-en viillions. 

You are fond of controversy, Doctor : take me 
up, then, upon this subject. I am ready to meet 
you at any time, and will confine myself to facts 
of 1796, the year in which you wrote your letter. 
The honour of your favourite State is at stake, and 
loudly calls on your patriotism for a defence. 

" The press is ptrfectbjfrccy^ — ^This was written 
in the year 1796, and, therefore, you will not, of 
course, allow your recent complaints to be cited in 
contradiction ot your assertion. But, Sir, these com- 
plaints are confined to the abridgement, which this 
valuable branch of libepty has suffered from the sedi- 
tion laxv; w^hence it follows, that, though the proofs 
which I am about to produce in contradiction, are 
drawn from proceedings of a date somewhat later 
than that of your letter], they ought to be admitted; 
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because, they were not grounded upon the sedition 
Jaw, nor upon any other law, passed since the wait- 
ing of your letter, and might, consequently, ' have 
taken place in 1796 as well as since that year. 

In the year 1797, the Spanish Minister com- 
plained against me, to the Federal government. For 
publishing a libel against him and his king ; the 
Former I had called a fop^ half-don and half-sons^ 
culott€y and the latter a poor degraded creature^ 
who had entered into an alliance with the mur- 
derers of the head of hi» family. Notoriously true 
as^ this was, the Federal Government ordered a cri- 
minal prosecution to be commenced against me in 
the Federal court; but, the Spaniard, who then 
courted his present wife, the daughter of your pa- 
tron Mc. Kean, who was .then Chief- Justice of 
Pennsylvania, wished, for reasons too evident to 
mention, to bring me to trial before his intended 
father-in-law, who, besides, owed me a morta 1 grudge. 
The Federal government could not, of course, do 
any thing by way of compliance with this request ; 
it wa2>, therefore, resolved by M'Kean, in conjunc- 
tion with the then Governor and Sccn^tary of the 
State of Pennsylvania, to commence another prose^ 
CHtion in the State-court. But for two separate go- 
vernments to prosecute a man at one and the sania 
Hipe, and for the same identical otfence, was some- 
thing, for which even the Bights of Man had not, as 
yet, furnished a precedent. As, however, the in- 
genious sons of liberty are seldom long at a loss for 
the means of carrying a favourite point, it was re- 
solved, that a prosecution should be pushed on in 
both courts, and, to preserve the chances, and avoid 
the total defeat that might arise from one grand- 
jury's being governed by a favourable decision of 
the other, the two Attomies-General compared 
their bills of indictment, one taking care to leave 
put such parts of my publications as the other had 

inserted. 
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inserted. Thus were two crimes made out of one 
pretended libel ; I had to ^ive bail* twice, and 
encounter the trouble, vexation, and expense of 
two criminal prosecutions, for publishing articles 
which would not have encouraged the most haughty 
and insolent man in England to appeal to the law. 
— And yet, ** the press is perfectly free^^ ! 

But, say you, both the bills were returned igruh 
ramus, — ^Very true,' Doctor: the grand juries pre- 
served me from the clutches of your patron and his 
associates, they preserved my wife and children from 
want, and myself froai the disgrace of inhabiting 
the felon side of the philanthropic Philadelphia pri- 
son, where your friend Cooper now lies ; but,I)oc- 
tor, these grand juries, these invaluable preservers 
of liberty, are not an institution of the Bights of 
Man ; they are not, and were not at the time when 
you wrote your eulogium on the liberty of the Ame- 
rican press, peculiar to this country. I owed my 
S)reservation at that dangerous crisis, not to any re- 
brm in the jurisprudence of America, not to any ad- 
ditional safeguard which the revolution had placed 
round the liberty, of the press, but to that invaluable 
part of the jurisprudence of our ancestors, that pre- 
cious gem of the British Constitution, which the 
people of these States have, as yet, had too much 
sense to destroy, and which still exists, in all its 
glory, in the country which gave us birth, and 
which you have had the ingratitude to defame. 

I should now remind you of the malicious and 
vexatious prosecution of Riish, and of the unjust 
and oppressive proceedings therein, with none of 
which the Sedition law had any thing to do ; but 
you want no information on this score, and I trust, 
that, before this time, the Rush-Light is in a fair 
way of exposing the dark transaction to the view 
of our heretofore deluded fellow subjects. I shall, 
therefore, conclude my remarks on your " perfect 

*^ liberty 
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** liberty of the press," by the develbpement of an 
act of tyranny, in your present Governor M^Kean, 
that might have been an object of envy with Fou- 
quier Tinville, or even with your Robespierre 
himself 

What I am going to relate, took place under 
the government of Pennsylvania, and in the year 
1797; therefore, the Federal Government and its • 
sedition law, against which alone you now com- 
plain for having abridged the liberty of the press, 
have nothing to do with the matter. It took place 
in the State where you lived ; it took place under 
the same laws and the same Governor and Judges 
ihat were in power when you wrote your letter of 
1796, and when you told the people of England, 
that " A^re the press was /;er/i?'c%/r(?^." 

In 1797, M'Kean, the Chief- Justice of Penn- 
sylvania, formed the resolution of suppressing Por- 
cupine's Gazette, a pubhcation in which, on ac- 
count of his violent attachment to the cause of 
France, he had been frequently assailed ; but, not 
being able to fix on any thing that could be fairly . 
called a libel, and having, in the case of Oswald, 
experienced some inconvenience from the untrac- 
tablenessof grand juries, he fell upon a scheme by 
which he hoped to effect his purpose without their 
assistance. 

He collected a bundle of my pamphlets and pa- 
pers, and thereupon issued a warrant to bring me ' 
before him. This warrant (of which he refused me* 
a copy) stated, that I had published certain false ' 
and malicious libels, against himself, against MifBin,- 
Dallas, Jefferson, Munroe, Gallatin, Old Franklin, ' 
the Dukis of Bedford, Charle? Fox, Sheridan, Lord. 
Stanhope, Bonaparte, the Bishop of Bergamo, Pi» 
chegru, Robespierre, Talleyrand, Parker (themd^ 
tineer), Napper Tandy, Arthur O'Connor, — ancP 
. the devil knows who besides. •. . * . .' *^ 

Well, 
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Well, what did he demand ? Not bail for my ap* 
pearance, as the law required, to answer for these 
oflTences at the next court of Oyer and Tcrmiiler; 
no, he lud no idea of committing his ridiculous 
charges to a grand jury, which is always composed 
of men of some respectability; he, therefore, de- 
manded surety, of myself and two others, in the 
sum of four thousand dollars, for my keejmg the 
petKc and being of good behaviour ! Having taken 
these recognizances, he immediately set himself to 
work to collect my subsequent publications, to pick 
out of them wliat he was pleased to term breadus 
of the recognizances, and, thereupon he issued a 
civil proc<;iiS tor the recoveiy of the four thousand 
dollars, in the name, and tor the behoof, of the 
'^/rce State of Pennsylvania," Thjs action has 
been (In the same way as Rush's was) put off from 
court to court ever since December, 1797, and, as 
the times are now changed, will, probably, be 
brouglit to trial next month. — ^AVhether he will 
succeed in getting such a jury as Rush got, is, as 
yet, uncertain. 

To tho^c wno understand the law, the atrocity of 
this procedure must be too evident to need exem- 
plification y and, every man of common sense must 
perceive, that, in a State where the usual course of 
Jaw can be thus cludi^d ; where grand juries (the 
principai check on a partial court) can be dispensed 
with at pleasure ; where a man must give security', 
or go to jail, for publishiiig what his accusers never 
intend to bring before a jury ; where like bail can 
be demanded of him every week, and where he 
can be kept constantly^ and for years together, 
bound to the peace and good behaviour, at the ar- 
bitrary will ot a judge, without ever having broken 
Jbp peace gr behaved ill, and without ever being 
brought to tr^l ; where all this can be done, every 
.^1^ who has two grains of sense must perceive, that 

there 
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there can be no liberty of the press, nor any other 
liberty whatever. — Yet, you exultingly exclaim, 
" Here the press is perfectly free '^ 

Such Jreedom, Doctor, perfect as it is, does not 
satisfy John Pull. Honest John is sometimes mong- 
headed and fickle ; he sometimes wrangles with his 
best friends, while he hugs the villains who are 
ready and willing to cut bis throat ; but John never 
loses sight of the main chance, and, though a 
noisy patriot may wheedle him out of a good deal, 
you would find it very difficult to coax him into 
contentment with your Pennsylvanian liberty of the 
press: John's liberty, like his money, must be 
sterlmgy or he hurls it in your teeth. 

According to the law, and the established prac- 
tice in England, surety for good behaviour cannot 
be required from any man, for a libel, before con- 
viction; and in all other cases when it can be re- 
quired, it must be required by a justice of the 
peace, or by the court, upon conviction. No Judge 
of the King's Bench has any such authority. ^V so^ 
vereign people may, indeed, say, that their judges 
oujjht to have greater power than those appointed 
by a king, and, if they like it, I dm sure I have no 
objection, so long as it does not affect me. But, 
this is not the matter between you and me : you 
have, in a most artful and insidious manner, endea- 
voured to persuade thp people of England, that the 
liberty of the press, which you enjoy in Pennsyl- 
vania is greater than that which they enjoy, and I 
have undertaken to undeceive them. 

Fitzherbert, in his Natura Breimtm (a book of 
establishpd authority in the law courts both here 
and in England), treating of the writ de securitate 
pads (security forthe peace), says : " this writ lies, 
** when a man is in fear or doubt, that another vvilj. 
" beat or assault him ; and lies properly where one 
*' man docs threaten another to kill him, beat him. 



" or 



431 THE RUSH-LIGHT. No. V. 

" or assault him." — Further, " the Justices of the 
" King's Bench will not grant any writ for sureties 
" ot tiie peace, without making oath, that he is in 
" fear of corporal damage.^* With respect to the 
good behaviour^ \jorA Coke says : ** libellous tcords 
*^ a?'e not a breach of the behaviour; for, though 
" such words are motives, and mediate provocations 
** for breach of the peace, yet tend they not imme- 
" diatcly to the breach of the peace, like a chal- 
" lenge." — ^Tlie first of these authors wrote in the 
reign of Henrj' the Eighth, the second in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth. Lord Coke, who is well 
known to have been no favourer of libels, cites a 
case, in which a man, after being bound (for some 
offence) to be of good behaviour till a time named, 
did, in the interiniy use slanderous words against 
the person, whom he had before offended; yet 
was It determined, that this was no bf^each of his 
recognixa72ce. 

Lord Camden, in speaking of an attempt some- 
what resembling the procedure of M'Kean, ex- 
claims : '' What must one think of anv court of 
" justice [not a single judge, off the bencli] that 
" shall, upon the caption ot a man as a libeller, re- 
" fuse to let him to bail, h(fo7*e he has entered like- 
" ti'ise into recognizance for his behaviour ? Nay, if 
** the same person should afterwards be guilty of 
" any petty constructive misdemeanor, or breach of 
" the peace, it might be pretended he had forfeited 
" his former heavy recognizance ; so that, he would 
" be punished, not in proportion to his real trans- 
** gression, but to one that was only supposed : and 
** this in a country where law presumes every man 
" to be innocent until he be found guilty ! In plain 
" words, it is a libel on the constitution to hold 
" such doctrine, and, -in a judge, a breach of his 
" trust (vs hich is treason at Common Law) to sup- 
" port it» It would render every English subject^ 

"by 



